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Russia has been suspended from the UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC) after there 
were allegations that its soldiers violated human rights in Ukraine. The member nations of 
the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) voted to suspend Russia. The UNHRC is 
an inter-governmental body under the United Nations. It is responsible for the protection 
and promotion of human rights across the world. The UNHRC also investigates human 
rights breaches and addresses various human rights issues. On 15th March 2006, this 
council was established by the United Nations General Assembly 
(UNGA). The UNHRC replaced the earlier formed United Nations 
Commission on Human Rights. There are 47-member states in the 
UNHRC and they serve for three years. They cannot be re-elected 
immediately after serving two consecutive terms. Federico Villegas 
is the current president of the UNHRC.  
 

PROCESS OF REMOVAL OF A COUNTRY 
 
The UNGA can suspend any Council member that committed human rights violations during 
its membership term. A two-thirds majority vote is required by the General Assembly to 
suspend a member.   
 
Suspension of Russia    
 
The United States first moved the resolution to suspend Russia over its military 
aggression in Ukraine. The resolution to remove Russia was titled ‘Suspension of the 
rights of membership of the Russian Federation in the Human Rights Council’. Under this 
resolution, grave concerns regarding human rights abuses committed by Russia in Ukraine 
were highlighted. The campaign to suspend Russia started after photos and videos of 
civilians killed by the Russian army in Bucha came to the fore.   
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INDIA AND UN HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL (UNHRC) 
 
Recently, a group of Special Rapporteurs to the United Nations 
(UN) has written to the Indian government expressing concerns over 
the draft Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) notification 2020. 
In 2020, India’s National Human Rights Commission submitted its 
mid-term report to the Council as a part of the third round of the 
Universal Periodic Review (UPR) process. India was elected to the 
Council for a period of three years beginning 1st January 2019.  
 

BACKGROUND OF RUSSIA-UKRAINE CONFLICT 
 
Ukraine and Russia share hundreds of years of cultural, linguistic and familial links. For 
many in Russia and in the ethnically Russian parts of Ukraine, the shared heritage of 
the countries is an emotional issue that has been exploited for electoral and military 
purposes. As part of the Soviet Union, Ukraine was the second-most powerful Soviet 
republic after Russia, and was crucial strategically, economically and culturally.  
 
Cause of Conflict:   
 
• Balance of Power: Ever since Ukraine split from the Soviet Union, both Russia and 

the West have vied for greater influence in the country in order to keep the balance 
of power in the region in their favour.   

 
• Buffer Zone for Western Countries: For the US and the European Union, Ukraine is 

a crucial buffer between Russia and the West. As tensions with Russia rise, the US 
and the EU are increasingly determined to keep Ukraine away from Russian control.   

 
• Russian Interest in Black Sea: The unique geography of the Black Sea region confers 

several geopolitical advantages to Russia. Firstly, it is an important crossroads and 
strategic intersection for the entire region. Access to the Black Sea is vital for all 
littoral and neighboring states, and greatly enhances the projection of power into 
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several adjacent regions. Secondly, the region is an important transit corridor for goods 
and energy.  

 

UKRAINE'S URGE FOR NATO MEMBERSHIP 
 
Ukraine has urged the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) to speed up his 
country’s membership in the alliance.  Russia has declared such a move a “red line”, and 
worried about the consequences of the US-led military alliances 
expanding right up to its doorstep. The Black Sea is bordered by 
Bulgaria, Georgia, Romania, Russia, Turkey and Ukraine. All these 
countries are NATO countries. Due to this faceoff between NATO 
countries and Russia, the Balck sea is a region of strategic 
importance & a potential maritime flashpoint.  
 

SIGNING OF MINSK AGREEMENTS: 
 
Minsk I: Ukraine and the Russian-backed separatists agreed a 12-point ceasefire deal in 
the capital of Belarus in September 2014. Its provisions included prisoner exchanges, 
deliveries of humanitarian aid and the withdrawal of heavy weapons. The agreement quickly 
broke down, with violations by both sides.   
 
Minsk II: In 2015, an open conflict was averted after the ‘Minsk II’ peace agreement was 
signed, under the mediation of France and Germany. It was designed to end the fighting 
in the rebel regions and hand over the border to Ukraine’s national troops. It was signed 
by Representatives of Russia, Ukraine, the Organisation for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE) and the leaders of two pro-Russian separatist regions. OSCE is the 
world's largest security-oriented intergovernmental organisation. Its mandate includes 
issues such as arms control, promotion of human rights, freedom of the press, and fair 
elections. 
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN INDIA AND RUSSIA 
 
• Diplomatic Ties: India and Russia are together in multiple forums including BRICS 

and Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO). India helped the induction of Russia 
as a dialogue partner in the Indian Ocean Rim Association which may give Russia 
a major role in the Indian Ocean. Russia also helped Indian and Chinese Foreign 
Ministers to meet and diffuse the stalemate in Ladakh on the sidelines of the SCO 
Summit in Moscow. Also, in the UNSC conference on maritime security chaired by 
India, Russia dilplayed its proximity to the former. 

 
• India-Russia Annual Summit: It is the highest institutionalized 

dialogue mechanism in the strategic partnership between India 
and Russia. The latest summit is an institution of a new “two 
plus two” mechanism bringing the foreign and defence ministers 
from both sides into a single forum. There is also speculation 
about a new 10-year defence pact between the two countries. 
Russia became the fourth nation, along with the US, Japan and 
Australia, with which India has such a joint structure in place. 

 
• Recent Cooperation in Defence: Currently, 65% of Indian armed forces equipment is 

of Russian origin and India continues to rely on Russia for spares. Despite strong US 
opposition, India procured the S-400 Triumf Missile from Russia. A deal worth over 
₹5,000 crore with Russia for the manufacture of AK 203 assault rifles is also in the 
pipeline. For now, India has escaped the US sanctions on the purchase of S-400 
missiles, however, India’s deepening defence ties with Russia will continue to trouble 
the USA as well as China. 

 
• Economic Domain of Relations: India and Russia have greater freedom in the 

economic domain but their failure to boost the commercial relationship has been stark. 
India-Russia annual trade is worth about only $10 billion whereas the latter’s annual 
trade with China is a little more than $100 billion. India’s goods trade with the US 
and China is at the level of $100 billion. 
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TEST YOURSELF 
 
Q.1 Which of the following country's membership was recently suspended by the UN 
Human Rights Council (UNHRC)? 
 

A. Ukraine 
B. Russia: ANSWER 
C. United States of America 
D. None of the following 

 
Q.2 Consider the given statements in the reference to the UN Human Rights Council 
(UNHRC), and state which of the following is/are correct? 
 
I. On 15th March 2006, the UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC) was established 

by the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA). 
II. There are 47-member states in the UNHRC and they serve for 1 year. 

 
A. Only I follows: ANSWER 
B. Only II follows 
C. Both I & II follows 
D. None of the following 

 
Q.3 From the given options, which of the following is the current President of the United 
Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC)? 
 

A. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
B. Catherine M. Russell 
C. Federico Villegas: ANSWER 
D. None of the following 

 
Q.4 The Minsk agreement in Belarus to stop the war in the Donbass region of Ukraine 
was inked after widespread talks under the patronage of the ________________? 
 

A. European Commission 
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B. North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
C. Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE): ANSWER 
D. None of the following 

 
Q.5 Which of the following given statements is/are incorrect in the reference to the 
Tension rising between Ukraine & Russia? 
 

A. The Moscow Summit in the Normandy format was held in December 2019, the first 
meeting in three years & During the summit, the leaders of Ukraine, Russia, United 
States of America and France & United Kingdom stressed complete cease-fire and 
loyalty to the Minsk Agreement: ANSWER 

B. The summit did not diminish the clashes, but Russia, Ukraine and the OSCE later 
made a comprehensive cease-fire decision starting from July 27, 2020, which was 
maintained until 2021. 

C. Ukraine pointed to the increasing number of Russian troops in the north and east 
sides of Ukraine’s border and Crimea. 

D. None of the following 
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