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Shehbaz Sharif, the 70-year-old younger brother of former Pakistani 
PM Nawaz Sharif, has been elected as the 23rd Prime Minister of 
Pakistan. Sharif was elected unopposed as the new Pakistani PM 
with 174 votes in favour amid a walkout by Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) MLAs. The ousted Pakistan PM Imran Khan announced his 
resignation as a member of the National  Assembly saying that he 
will not sit in the assemblies with 'thieves'. Shehbaz Sharif has been 
the Leader of Opposition in the National Assembly since August 2018. He is also the 
President of Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N). His candidature for Prime Minister 
was revealed by PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari during a joint press conference of 
the opposition parties earlier. His election comes after Imran Khan lost the no-confidence 
motion tabled against him in the assembly, becoming the first Pakistan PM to do so. He 
will formally take the oath of office later today. The Imran Khan-led coalition government 
lost the no-trust vote with 174 votes in favour of the motion in the 342 member assembly. 
The voting took place after midnight on April 9th despite several attempts to block it. The 
members of the ruling PTI including Pakistan PM Imran Khan were absent during the 
voting. 
 

WHO IS SHEHBAZ SHARIF? 
 
Shehbaz Sharif is the younger brother of former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, who served 
as Pakistan PM for three terms.  Born in Lahore in 1950, Sharif is a graduate of 
Government College University, Lahore. Shehbaz Sharif had been serving as the Chief 
Minister of the crucial Punjab province of Pakistan for the previous three terms. He had 
last staked a claim for the position of the PM in 2018 but PPP's decision to abstain from 
the PM vote had paved the way for the election of PTI's Imran Khan as the Prime 
Minister. Shehbaz Sharif was nominated as the leader of the opposition in the National 
Assembly. He initially joined his family's steel business and then became the president of 
the Lahore Chamber of Commerce and Industries in 1985. 
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His elder brother Nawaz Sharif was inducted into the Punjab Provincial Cabinet as 
Finance Minister in 1983 under the dictatorship of Zia-ul-Haq. He entered the Punjab 
Provincial Assembly in 1988 and was elected to the National Assembly in 1990. He became 
the leader of the Opposition in the Punjab Assembly in 1993. He became the Chief 
Minister of Punjab for the first time in 1997 but his term was cut short by Pervez 
Musharraf's military coup of 1999. He became the Punjab CM again in 2008, returning 
from political exile after almost a decade. Shehbaz Sharif was elected as the President of 
PML-N unopposed in February 2018 after his brother, then Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif was disqualified from key positions after being named in the 'Panama Papers'. 
 

CORRUPTION CHARGES 
 
Shehbaz Sharif also faces serious corruption charges similar to his elder brother. The 
National Accountability Bureau (NAB) had frozen 23 properties belonging to Shehbaz 
Sharif and his son, Hamza in December 2019 accusing them of money laundering. The 
NAB arrested him in the same case in September 2020 and he was released on bail in 
April 2021 by the Lahore High Court. 
 

PAKISTAN SUPREME COURT VERDICT 
 
Pakistan's Supreme Court in a historic judgment on April 8th had declared Imran Khan's 
decision to advise the President to dissolve the National Assembly as unconstitutional 
and had also set aside the ruling of the Deputy Speaker rejecting the no-trust vote against 
the Imran Khan government. The top court had called for the convening of the session 
of the National Assembly "not later than 10:30 AM on Saturday" and for the election of 
the new PM in the same session if in case of Imran Khan's removal.  
 

PAKISTAN IN GRAVE ECONOMIC CRISIS 
 
Pakistan is in a grave crisis caused by the incumbent government. Well, some of the 
major problems the country is currently facing are the rising levels of inflation and the 
government’s inability to deal with it, the chaos caused by the withdrawal of US troops 
from Afghanistan, retainment of Pakistan in the Greylist of the Financial Action Task 
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Force (FATF), and the skirmish between Prime Minister Imran Khan 
and the Pakistani Army. It is to be noted that the next general 
elections in Pakistan are 2 years away from now and the Prime 
Minister is looking towards winning another term.  
 
The Afghan-factor 
 
While many countries have applauded the help Pakistan had extended to various countries 
by evacuating their citizens from Afghanistan in August last year, very few have forgotten 
the fact that Pakistan itself sponsored the growth of terrorism on Afghan soil. Besides 
this, Afghanistan is now ruled by the Taliban who are extremely unpredictable. Pakistan 
has its Embassy and other diplomatic channels open in Afghanistan, and there has been 
no air of hostility between the two countries as of now. But there could be any adverse 
consequences due to the terror activities carried out by the Taliban inside Pakistan. It is 
also of significant importance to talk about the US-Pakistan relations post the withdrawal 
of US troops from Afghanistan. The 2-decade long friendship between the US and Pakistan 
has been majorly shaped by the former’s interest in Afghanistan. With the fall of the civilian 
government in Afghanistan and the rise of the Taliban, the US certainly does not need to 
endure its friendship with Pakistan. Prime Minister Imran Khan, in his speech at the 
United Nations General Assembly after the Taliban’s capture of power, said that there is 
a chance that the instability in Afghanistan spills over into Pakistan and called the global 
community to recognize the Taliban regime and help it gain stability.  
  

FATF GREY-LISTING OF PAKISTAN & TURKEY 
 
While the USA and Turkey have been allies for decades, they have been witnessing the 
nadir of their relations lately. While Pakistan has been retained on the grey list of the 
Financial Action Task Force (FATF), the global terror financing watchdog, Turkey is a 
new entrant on the list. This is obviously due to the weakening of 
the latter’s ties with the USA as well as its ineffectiveness in 
tackling money laundering and counter-terrorism cases. The 
retainment of Pakistan in this list has severe consequences for the 
country since it shall not be provided aid from external sources. 
Even if provided, there shall be many reforms sought from the 
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country. There will be greater surveillance of activities being carried out on Pakistani 
soil. Though there shall be no legal consequences for being retained in the list, Pakistan 
shall be facing backlash from the international community for not taking adequate steps 
to combat terrorism. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
Pakistan has received backlash from the global community for its inefficiency in combatting 
terrorism. It needs to mend its ways in order to have other countries aid it in times of 
distress. Pakistan now has very few allies, out of which Turkey is itself not in a position 
to help Pakistan, and China never gives grants but only loans. For Pakistan’s economy 
to stabilize, it has only one option - that is, the implementation of stringent measures to 
fight terrorism in the region. It is only then that the global community would be willing to 
help Pakistan overcome its economic crisis. 
 

TEST YOURSELF 
 
Q.1 Shehbaz Sharif, who was recently elected as the 23rd Prime Minister of Pakistan, 
hails from which of the following party? 
 

A. Pakistan Movement for Justice 
B. Pakistan Muslim League (N): ANSWER 
C. Pakistan People’s Party 
D. None of the following 

 
Q.2 From the given options, which of the following has been replaced by Shehbaz 
Sharif as he is being elected as PM of Pakistan? 
 

A. Imran Khan: ANSWER 
B. Fazal-ur- Rehman 
C. Bilawal Bhutto Zardari 
D. None of the following 
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Q.3 Recently, which of the following countries have signed the agreement with China 
for CPEC 2nd phase? 
 

A. India 
B. United States of America 
C. Pakistan: ANSWER 
D. None of the following 

 
Q.4 Which of the following group of nations have recently proposed a ‘Build Back Better 
World (B3W) initiative’ to counter China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)? 
 

A. Group of Seven (G-7): ANSWER 
B. European Union 
C. Group of Twenty (G-20) 
D. None of the following  

 
Q.5 Which of the following statements is/are incorrect in the context of the China's Belt 
& Road Initiative (BRI)? 
 

A. It was launched in 2016 and involves development and investment initiatives that 
would stretch from Asia to Europe and beyond: ANSWER 

B. More than 100 countries have signed agreements with China to cooperate in BRI 
projects like railways, ports, highways and other infrastructure. 

C. China has a plan to complete 4,000 km of railways and 10,000 km of highways 
within the Central Asian region as part of BRI. 

D. None of the above 
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