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Recently a research published, which showed that Kaziranga National Park in Assam, 
is releasing more carbon than it is absorbing.  

 It also showed that as the planet warms further, the ability of the Kaziranga National 
Park (KNP) to absorb carbon would further decrease. 
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 Earlier, it was found that the Amazon rainforest is now emitting more carbon dioxide 
than it is able to absorb. 

 Researchers found that Kaziranga absorbed the most amount of carbon dioxide 
during the pre-monsoon season of March, April and May. 

 A forests, or trees in a forest, take up carbon dioxide for the process of photosynthesis 
and release carbon dioxide when they breathe. 

 What are the Key Points Related to KNP? 

 Location: It is located in the State of Assam and covers 42,996 Hectare (ha). It is 
the single largest undisturbed and representative area in the Brahmaputra Valley 
floodplain. 

 Legal Status: It was declared as a National Park in 1974. It has been declared 
a tiger reserve since 2007. It has a total tiger reserve area of 1,030 sq km with a 
core area of 430 sq. km. 

 International Status: It was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1985.  

 It is recognized as an Important Bird Area by BirdLife International. 

 Biodiversity: It is the home of the world's most one-horned rhinos. 

 Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary has the highest density of one-horned rhinos in the world 
and second highest number of Rhinos in Assam after Kaziranga National Park. 
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 Much of the focus of conservation efforts in Kaziranga are focused on the 'big four' 
species - Rhino, Elephant, Royal Bengal tiger and Asiatic water buffalo. 

 Kaziranga is also home to 9 of the 14 species of primates found in the Indian 
subcontinent. 

#WHAT IS WOLRD HERITAGE SITES? 
 Any of various areas or objects inscribed on the United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) World Heritage List. 

 The sites are designated as having “outstanding universal value” under 
the Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural 
Heritage 1972. 

 The World Heritage Centre is the Secretariat to the 1972 Convention. 

 It provides a framework for international cooperation in preserving and protecting 
cultural treasures and natural areas throughout the world. 

 There are three types of sites: Cultural, Natural, and Mixed. 

 Cultural heritage sites include hundreds of historic buildings and town sites, important 
archaeological sites, and works of monumental sculpture or painting. 

 Natural heritage sites are restricted to those natural areas that have excellent 
ecological and evolutionary processes, unique natural phenomena, habitats of rare or 
endangered species etc. 

 Mixed heritage sites contain elements of both natural and cultural significance. 

#HOYSALA TEMPLES NOMINATED FOR WORLD HERITAGE 
SITES 

 
 India has finalised the Hoysala Temples in Karnataka as its nominations for 

consideration in the World Heritage Sites List for 2022-23.  
 
 The Hoysala temples in Belur and Halebeedu in Hassan district and Somanathapura 

in Mysuru district have been nominated. They were finalized by the Union Ministry 
of Culture and Archaeological Survey of India (ASI). 
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 UNESCO is expected to communicate back by early March, after which the site 
evaluation will happen around September /October 2022 and the nomination will be 
taken up for consideration in July-August 2023.  

 
Hoysala Temples in Karnataka 

 

 The Hoysalas temples of Belur, Halebid and Somnathapur were reportedly built in 
the 12th-13th centuries.  

 
 The masterpieces represent and attest to the creativity and skill of the Hoysala artists 

and architects. Hoysala architecture is the building style that was developed by 
architects under the rule of the Hoysala Empire between the 11th and 14th centuries. 

 
 The Hoysala influence was at its peak in the 13th century and several large and small 

temples built during the era remain today as examples of the Hoysala architectural 
style. The Hoysala temples include Chennakesava Temple at Belur, the Hoysaleswara 
Temple at Halebidu and the Kesava Temple at Somanathapura. 

 
 There are several other examples of Hoysala craftsmanship such as the temples at 

Hosaholalu, Belavadi, Amruthapura, Basaralu, Mosale, Arasikere, Nuggehalli and 
Kikkeri.  

 
 The Hoysala architectural style reveals a negligible Indo-Aryan influence and a more 

distinct impact of Southern Indian style. 
 
 The Hoysala temples are protected monuments under the Archaeological Survey of 

India (ASI).  
 
 Their conservation and maintenance is done by ASI but the Karnataka state 

government will ensure the conservation of state-protected monuments around these 
three monuments. 

 

  

http://www.successmantra.in/
http://www.easevidya.com/


#KAZIRANGA NATIONAL PARK: A NET CARBON EMITTER 

Editorial Articles By www.successmantra.in & www.easevidya.com                                        5 
 
 

#INDIA’S TARGET TO TEACH CARBON NEUTRALITY BY 2070 
 
Recently, India announced that it will reach carbon neutrality by 2070 as part of a five-
point action plan that included reducing emissions to 50% by 2030.  

 India made this pledge at the Conference of the Parties 
(COP) 26 climate summit in Glasgow, where it also 
urged developed countries to deliver on their promise 
of climate financing. 

 India hasn’t submitted an updated Nationally Determined 
Contribution (NDCs) with these commitments to 
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) yet. 

About: 
 Net Zero is a state in which a country’s total emissions are offset by absorptions 

of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, like that done by trees and forests, and 
physical removal of carbon dioxide through futuristic technologies. 

 More than 70 countries have promised to become Net Zero by the middle of the 
century, and this is being considered vital for meeting the Paris Agreement goal of 
keeping global temperatures within 2 degrees Celsius from pre-industrial times. 

 India’s Net Zero target of 2070 silences its critics but it is along expected lines. 

 The big thing here is not the target itself but the fact that India finally relented and 
decided to take up a target, something it had been holding back on for quite some 
time. 

 In its climate action plan submitted under the Paris Agreement, India had promised 
to reduce its emissions intensity, or emissions per unit of Gross Domestic Product, 
by 33 to 35% by the year 2030 compared to 2005 levels. 

Reducing India’s Emissions: 
 India has the lowest per capita emissions of the world’s major economies -- 

emitting 5% of the total, despite accounting for 17% of the world’s population. 
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 According to the World Resources Institute, India’s total greenhouse gas emissions 
were about 3.3 billion tonnes in 2018. 

 It’s projected to rise above 4 billion tonnes per year by 2030. 

 That would mean between now and 2030, India could be emitting anywhere between 
35 to 40 billion tonnes at the current rates of growth. 

 Cutting 1 billion tonnes would, therefore, represent a reduction of 2.5 to 3% in its 
absolute emissions in the business-as-usual scenario in the next nine years. 

India’s New Renewable Target: 
 In 2019 India announced that it would take up its installed capacity of renewable 

energy to 450 GW by 2030. 

 At that time, India’s publicly stated target was 175 GW by the year 2022. 

 The installed renewable capacity has been growing rapidly in the last few years, and 
the enhancement as per it’s pledge from 450 GW to 500 GW is not likely to be 
very challenging. 

 In fact, India has already said it does not plan to start any new coal power plants 
after 2022. 

 As of now, India was already targeting 40% electricity production through non-fossil 
fuel sources by 2030. 

Climate Finance: 
 India's efforts though will have to be supported by the availability of climate finance 

from developed countries. Without foreign capital, on concessional terms, this 
transition will prove to be difficult. 

 India demands USD 1 trillion of climate finance as soon as possible and will monitor 
not just climate action, but deliver climate finance. 

 Most importantly, India has called, once again, for a change in lifestyles. 
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#PM MODI LAUNCHED GREEN GRIDS INITIATIVE? 
 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Green Grids 

Initiative – One Sun One World One Grid (GGI-
OSOWOG) initiative jointly with his UK counterpart Boris 
Johnson at the event ‘Accelerating Clean Technology 
Innovation and Deployment’ at COP26 Climate Summit 
at Glasgow.  

 
 In May 2021, India and the UK had agreed to combine the Green Grids Initiative and 

the One Sun One World One Grid and jointly launch GGI-OSOWOG at the COP26 
Climate Summit in Glasgow in November 2021. 

 
What is Green Grids Initiative – (GGI-OSOWOG) Initiative? 

 
 With sustainable development and climate change mitigation at the heart of the Green 

Grids Initiative – One Sun One World One Grid (GGI-OSOWOG) initiative, the (GGI-
OSOWOG) initiative can aid in developing a common and strong global grid.  

 
 The GGI-OSOWOG initiative is being developed by India, UK jointly in collaboration 

with the World Bank and India’s International Solar Alliance (ISA). 
 
 The GGI-OSOWOG initiative was unveiled by the International Solar Alliance (ISA), 

India Presidency of the ISA, and the UK COP Presidency at COP26 Climate Summit 
in Glasgow on November 2, 2021. 

 
What is One Sun One World One Grid initiative? 

 
 The idea of the One Sun One World One Grid (OSOWOG) initiative was proposed 

by PM Narendra Modi at the First Assembly of the International Solar Alliance (ISA) 
in October 2018. 

 
 The OSOWOG initiative aims at interconnecting global grids to harness solar energy.  

http://www.successmantra.in/
http://www.easevidya.com/


#KAZIRANGA NATIONAL PARK: A NET CARBON EMITTER 

Editorial Articles By www.successmantra.in & www.easevidya.com                                        8 
 
 

 
 The vision of OSOWOG is ‘The Sun Never Sets’. In simple terms, OSOWOG will 

establish a single global grid to share solar energy across different countries, power 
the world with clean & renewable energy, and reduce dependence or usage of non-
renewable energy such as coal. 

 

#PLEDGES MADE AT COP26 SUMMIT 
 
Recently, leaders at the CoP26 global climate 
conference in Glasgow  have pledged 
to stop deforestation by the end of the decade and 
slash emissions of methane to help slow climate 
change.  

 Earlier, India announced that it will reach carbon 
neutrality by 2070 as part of a five-point action 
plan that included reducing emissions to 50% by 2030. 

Methane Pledge: 
 The European Union (EU) and the US have launched a landmark pledge to slash 

emissions of the powerful greenhouse gas methane, a commitment that could 
prevent 0.2 degrees Celsius of global warming. 

 The alliance's members will seek to lower global emissions of methane - the second-
largest contributor to climate change after carbon dioxide - by 30% below 2020 levels 
by 2030. 

 Besides the EU and the US, more than 103 countries have signed up so 
far, including major methane emitters like Nigeria and Pakistan. 

 The Global Methane Pledge (US), first announced in September 2021, now covers 
emissions from two-thirds of the global economy. 

 China, Russia and India - have not signed up, while Australia has said it will not 
back the pledge. 
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Methane: A Concern 
 Methane is more short-lived in the atmosphere than carbon dioxide but 80 times 

more potent in warming the earth. 

 Humanity has also boosted the greenhouse gases in the atmosphere by hacking 
away at the forests that absorb roughly 30% of carbon dioxide emissions, according 
to the nonprofit World Resources Institute. 

 Human sources of methane include landfills, oil and natural gas systems, agricultural 
activities, coal mining, wastewater treatment, and certain industrial processes. 

Call for Climate Finance: 
 India noted that climate finance cannot continue at the levels decided in 2009 (100 

billion USD), and emphasised that it should be at least USD 1 trillion to meet the 
goals of addressing climate change. 

 India underlined the unity and strength of Like-Minded Developing Countries 
(LMDC) as fundamental in the UNFCCC negotiations. 

 To preserve the interest of the Global South in the fight against climate 
change, India highlighted that recognition of the current challenges being faced by 
developing countries required intensified multilateral cooperation, not intensified global 
economic and geopolitical competition and trade wars. 

 India requested the LMDC members to join hands with India to support the global 
initiatives it has pioneered, including the International Solar Alliance (ISA), Coalition 
for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) and the Leadership Group for Industry 
Transition (LeadIT). 

 Infrastructure for Resilient Island States: 

 India launched this initiative as a part of the CDRI that would focus on building 
capacity, having pilot projects, especially in small island developing states. 

 Small Island Developing States or SIDS face the biggest threat from climate change, 
India’s space agency ISRO will build a special data window for them to provide them 
timely information about cyclones, coral-reef monitoring, coast-line monitoring etc. 
through satellite. 
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