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Taliban on August 13, 2021 claimed capture of Kandahar, 
the second-largest city in Afghanistan. Kandahar is the twelfth 
provincial capital to fall to the Taliban, among the total 34 
provincial capitals. Kandahar has fallen after more than two 
months of fighting. All districts except one is under Taliban 
control in southern Kandahar province. A Taliban 

spokesperson tweeted saying, "Kandahar is completely conquered. The Mujahideen reached 
Martyrs' Square in the city." The Afghan government forces appeared to have withdrawn 
en masse to a military facility outside the city. 
 

KANDAHAR'S FALL STRATEGIC VICTORY FOR TALIBAN 
 
The fall of Kandahar is a strategic victory, as it is home of the Taliban. Mullah Omar, 
the founder and first emir of the Taliban had begun his takeover of Afghanistan from 
Kandahar in the 1990s.  Mullah Omar had ruled from 1996 to 2001 from Kandahar. With 
the fall of Kandahar, three other cities - Lashkar Gah, Tarin Kot, and Qalat- are expected 
to fall at any time. Taliban has already claimed that it has captured Lashkar Gah as it 
continues the rapid capture of major cities in Afghanistan. Lashkar Gah is the capital of 
Helmand province in the southwest near Afghanistan's western border with Iran. Taliban 
has claimed at least 12 provincial capitals in less than a week as a part of its relentless 
offensive in the wake of the withdrawal of US and NATO troops from war-torn 
Afghanistan.  
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OTHER CITIES THAT FELL UNDER TALIBAN 
 
Besides Kandahar, the Taliban also took control over three other provincial capitals 
including Herat City, which is the country’s fourth-largest City, Qala-I-Naw in Badghis 
province and Ghazni City, which is on the road to Kabul. The Herat, Ghazni, and Badghis 
provinces are now fully under the control of the Taliban. With this, the Taliban controls 
11 provinces and 12 provincial capitals. It now controls 7 out of 9 provinces in the north, 
all four in the west and Kandahar and Ghazni in the south. The Taliban aims to re-
establish the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan. 
 

TALIBAN CAPTURED PUL-E-KHUMRI 
 
The Taliban on August 10, 2021 captured the eighth 
provincial capital in Afghanistan, Pul- e-Khumri, the capital 
of Baghlan province in the north. The city fell as the pro-
government militias retreated to the Afghan army's largest 
base in the Kelagi desert. The Taliban had already gained 
control over six provincial capitals, mostly in the north of 
Afghanistan-  Kunduz, Taluqan city, Sheberghan, Zaranj and Aybak, capital of Samangan 
province. This was followed by the capture of Farah city and Pul-e-Khumri. The capture 
of Pul-e-Khumri, the provincial capital of Baghlan province is significant as it is located 
about 200km from Kabul, the capital of Afghanistan. Pul-i-Khumri is on the highway that 
connects the northern provinces to Kabul. It will not only increase pressure on the security 
forces to keep the Taliban militia away from the country's capital but also pose a great 
risk of complete isolation of the north of the country. The Taliban militants have been 
attacking Kabul over the past few days.  
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IS KABUL UNDER THREAT? 
 
Taliban is currently pushing to choke off Kabul, the capital city of Afghanistan and cut 
its linkage with the rest of Afghanistan. The capture of Ghazni has cut off a crucial highway 
that linked the city with the southern provinces. It is expected that once the Taliban takes 
control over the entire south, it will move towards Kabul. Taliban has intensified its 
fighting to push towards the same goal. Kabul isn't directly under threat yet but the battles 
elsewhere further tighten the grip of Taliban insurgents, who are currently estimated to 
hold control over two-thirds of the country. 
 

TALIBAN ADVANCES IN OTHER AREAS 
 
Taliban has been making advances on the outskirts of 
Faizabad, the provincial capital of Badakhshan, a remote 
Northern Province that was considered as an anti-Taliban 
stronghold. The fighting has also intensified on the outskirts 
of Mazar-e-Sharif, which is the capital of Balkh province and 
the fourth largest city of Afghanistan. However, the Afghan 
National Security and Defence Forces (ANDSF) are determined to not let the Taliban 
take the city. They have successfully pushed back the insurgents' offensive and regained 
control over Nahr-e-Shahi. 
 
They've got to fight for themselves, fight for their nation: US President Joe Biden  
 
US President Joe Biden on August 10, 2021 ruled out any change in the withdrawal of 
US troops from Afghanistan despite the latest advances made by the Taliban over large 
parts of Afghanistan. Biden had set the deadline for complete US troop withdrawal from 
Afghanistan by September 11. The United States has already withdrawn more than 90 
percent of its troops from the war-torn country. When asked if the current plan to withdraw 
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US troops could change at all given the current situation in Afghanistan, US President Joe 
Biden said 'no'.  Biden explained saying, "Look, we spent over a trillion dollars over 20 
years. We trained and equipped over 300,000 Afghan forces. Afghan leaders have to come 
together. We lost thousands — lost to death and injury — thousands of American personnel. 
They've got to fight for themselves, fight for their nation." 
 

INDIA STARTS EVACUATION OF ITS DIPLOMATS 
 
India on August 10, 2021 began the evacuation process of its diplomats and nationals 
from Mazar-e-Sharif, capital of Balkh province. India requested all Indian nationals in and 
around Mazar-e-Sharif to evacuate the city on a special flight arranged from Mazar-e-
Sharif to New Delhi on August 10th. This comes a month after India undertook the 
evacuation of its officials and security persons from the consulate in Kandahar. The Indian 
Embassy in Afghanistan has also advised Indians to make 'immediate' travel 
arrangements to return to India. It has 'strongly advised' Indian companies to 'immediately 
withdraw' their Indian employees out of project sites in Afghanistan. In a security advisory, 
Indian Embassy in Afghanistan has advised Indians to make 'immediate' travel 
arrangements to return to India; 'strongly advised' Indian companies to 'immediately 
withdraw' their Indian employees out of project sites in Afghanistan. 
 
The Canadian government will reportedly send special forces to Afghanistan to evacuate 
the staff at Canada’s embassy in Kabul.  
 
US to send troops to evacuate personnel from Afghanistan. The United States will also 
send troops to evacuate its personnel from Afghanistan. The US Embassy in Kabul has 
urged Americans to evacuate Afghanistan immediately, in the wake of the capture of 
Kandahar. There are fears that Kabul would fall soon. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
Afghanistan has been witnessing a spike in violence as the Taliban has intensified its 
efforts to gain control over regions in the wake of US troop withdrawal. The US troops 
will be out of Afghanistan by August 31, 2021, way before the deadline of September 
11. 
 

TEST YOURSELF 
 
Q.1 Which of the following is the second largest city of Afghanistan which was recently 
claimed captured by the Talibans? 
 

A. Kandahar: ANSWER 
B. Lashkar Gah 
C. Badakhshan 
D. Herat 

 
Q.2 Which of the following is the Taliban political bureau head who is likely to become 
the Afghan President if the Taliban claims capture over the territory? 
 

A. Hamid Karzai 
B. Mawlawi Hibatullah Akhundzada 
C. Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar: ANSWER 
D. None of the following 

 
Q.3 Recently, the US troops departed from the biggest airbase in Afghanistan after the 
20-year-long war, effectively ending their military operations in the country. Name that 
biggest airbase? 
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A. Bagram Airbase: ANSWER 
B. Ain Al-Asad Air Base (AAAB) 
C. Base Nur Khan 
D. None of the following 

 
Q.4 One of the most historic deal between US & Taliban which ended 18-year War in 
Afghanistan is also termed as? 
 

A. Kabul Agreement  
B. Sharjah Agreement 
C. Doha Agreement: ANSWER 
D. Tehran Agreement 

 
Q.5 Consider the given statements & state which of the following is/are correct in the 
context of the US pulling back troops from Afghanistan? 
 
I. The US appointed a special envoy for Afghanistan with a mandate to directly 

negotiate with the Taliban. They held talks with Taliban representatives in Kabul 
that led to the February 2021 agreement between the US and the insurgents. 

II. Taliban had maintained that they would hold direct talks only with the US, and 
not with the Afghanistan government, which they did not recognise. 

 
A. Only I follows 
B. Only II follows: ANSWER 
C. Both I & II follows 
D. None of the following 
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