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PREFACE 
It gives us great pleasure to release the first edition of the PRAVAHINI  (Monthly e-

Compendium & Weekly e-Periodicals of Current Affairs). The magazine’s members have shown 

considerable cooperation as well as devotion. We at www.successmantra.in work tirelessly to 

create this magazine and bring it to you with a great sense of gratitude. 

The PRAVAHINI May-2021 eBook covers the current events that happened in the month of May. 

Current Affairs is a crucial component of any competitive exams including CLAT, AILET, DU-

LLB, HM, CAT, IAS, PCS, SSC, Banking, MBA and various other competitive examinations. 

Current Affairs play the bigger role in many competitive and government exams. It holds the 

power of making or breaking your chance of success. Therefore, the candidates should cover the 

Current Affairs thoroughly and smartly. 

The PRAVAHINI May-2021 eBook is divided into different sections keeping in mind the need of 

various exams. The sections covered namely International, National, Economy, Ecology and 

Environment, Science & Technology, Legal Affairs, Sports, States News Makers and few others. 

We would also be pleased to receive any suggestion that could assist us with the upcoming 

editions. 

 Success mantra (GTB Nagar, Delhi) 

Website: www.successmantra.in 

Mail Id: info@successmantra.in 

  

http://www.successmantra.in/
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APPOINTMENTS 
RBI APPOINTED T RABI SANKAR AS DEPUTY 

GOVERNOR 

 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) executive director T Rabi 

Sankar has been named as the fourth Deputy Governor 
of the central bank.  

 
The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has 

approved his 
appointment. He is in 
charge of the payments 
system, fintech, 
information technology 
and risk management at 
the RBI.  
 

He succeeds BP Kanungo as the deputy governor, who 
retired on April 2 after getting a one-year extension in 
his position. 
 
Sankar has long experience across a wide spectrum of 
central banking functions, particularly, exchange rate 
management, reserves portfolio management, public 
debt management, monetary operations, development, 
regulation and surveillance of financial markets and of 
payment systems, and managing the Bank’s IT 
infrastructure. 
 

1ST WOMAN COMMANDING OFFICER IN BRO 

 
Vaishali S Hiwase became the first woman officer to be 
appointed as officer commanding in the Border Roads 

Organisation (BRO) where she will be responsible for 
providing connectivity through an Indo-China border 
road.  

 
Vaishali is from Wardha, 
Maharashtra, and has 
completed a successful 
demanding tenure in 
Kargil. 
 
In a first, the Border 

Roads Organisation (BRO) has appointed a woman 
officer to command a Road Construction Company 

(RCC) tasked to provide connectivity in a high-altitude 
area along the India-China border. 
 
Director-General of BRO: Lt. Gen. Rajeev Chaudhary. 

BRO Headquarters: New Delhi. 

 

T V SOMANATHAN APPOINTED AS FINANCE 

SECRETARY 

 
The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) 

has approved the appointment of T V Somanathan as 

the new Finance Secretary. He will replace Ajay 
Bhushan Pandey who superannuated in February 2021.  
 
Somanathan, a 1987 
batch IAS officer of 

Tamil Nadu cadre, was 
currently serving as the 
Secretary, Department 
of Expenditure, 
Ministry of Finance. 
 
Earlier, he has served as a joint secretary in the Prime 

Minister’s Office. Somanathan was awarded the Gold 
Medal for the Best IAS trainee of his cohort.  He holds a 

PhD in Economics from Calcutta University and is a 
chartered accountant, chartered management 
accountant and chartered secretary. 
 

JUSTICE PANT AS ACTING CHAIRPERSON OF NHRC 

 
The National Human 
Rights Commission 

(NHRC) member 
Justice (retired) 
Prafulla Chandra Pant 
had been appointed as 
the acting chairperson 
of the Commission 
with effect from April 
25.  
 
A former Supreme Court judge, Justice Pant was 
appointed member of the NHRC on April 22, 2019.  The 
post of a chairperson has been vacant since Justice H.L. 

Dattu, a former Chief Justice of India, completed his 
tenure on December 2, 2020. 
 
Previously, he was appointed the first Chief Justice of 

the newly established Meghalaya High Court at 
Shillong on 20th September 2013 and continued till 12th 
August 2014. 
 
National Human Rights CommissionFormed: 12 
October 1993; 

National Human Rights Commission Jurisdiction: 
Government of India; 

National Human Rights Commission Headquarters: 
New Delhi. 

 

BILL NELSON SWORN IN AS 14TH NASA 

ADMINISTRATOR 

 
Former Senator Bill Nelson was sworn in as the 14th 

NASA administrator tasked with carrying out the 
Biden-Harris administration’s vision for the agency.  
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Nelson served in the U.S. 
Senate for 18 years from 
Florida and as a payload 
specialist on space shuttle 
mission 61-C in 1986. 
 
Nelson has served in 
public office over four 

decades, first in the state legislature and U.S. Congress, 

then as State Treasurer. He was elected three times to 
the United States Senate, representing Florida for 18 
years.  
 
His committees included the breadth of government 
policy from defence, intelligence and foreign policy to 
finance commerce, and health care. 
 
Headquarters of NASA: Washington D.C., United 
States. 
NASA Founded: 1 October 1958. 

MARTIN GRIFFITHS APPOINTED UN HUMANITARIAN 

CHIEF 

 
Veteran British diplomat Martin Griffiths has been 
appointed as the new Chief at the United Nations 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA), for a period of five years.  

 
Griffiths will replace 

Mark Lowcock as the new 
Under-Secretary-General 

for Humanitarian Affairs 
and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator (USG/ERC) 
of OCHA. He is currently 
serving as the United 

Nations Special Envoy for Yemen. 

 
The United Nations Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) aims to strengthen the 
international response to complex emergencies and 
natural disasters.  

 

RBI APPOINTED JOSE J KATTOOR AS EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR 

 
The Reserve Bank of 

India has appointed Jose 
J Kattoor as Executive 

Director (ED). Prior to 
being promoted as ED, 
Mr Kattoor was heading 
Bengaluru Regional 

Office of the Reserve Bank as Regional Director for 
Karnataka.  
 
He will look after Human Resource Management 

Department, Corporate Strategy and Budget 
Department and Rajbhasha Department. 
 

Mr Kattoor has, over a span of three decades, served in 
communication, human resource management, financial 
inclusion, supervision, currency management and other 
areas in the Reserve Bank. 
 
He holds a post-graduate qualification from Institute of 
Rural Management, Anand, Bachelor of Law from 
Gujarat University, and Advanced Management 

Program (AMP) from Wharton School of Business, 
Pennsylvania, besides having earned professional 
qualifications, including Certified Associate of Indian 
Institute of Banking and Finance (CAIIB). 

 

UJJWALA SINGHANIA AS NATIONAL PRESIDENT OF 

FICCI FLO 

 
Ujjwala Singhania has 
been appointed as the 
National President of 
FICCI Ladies 

Organization (FLO), the 
oldest women-led & 
women-centric business 
chamber of Southeast 
Asia.  
 
As the 38th National President of FLO Singhania will 
focus on empowering women by facilitating an enabling 
environment that promotes entrepreneurship, industry 
participation and economic development of women. 
 
Under her leadership, FLO will carry out many 
interventions towards fostering larger contributions of 
women in India’s Industrial and economic growth 
story. 

 

NEERA TANDEN APPOINTED AS SENIOR ADVISOR TO 

BIDEN 

 
Indian-American 

Neera Tanden has 
been appointed senior 
adviser to U.S. 
President Joe Biden. 
She is currently the 
president and CEO of 
a progressive think-
tank, Center for American Progress (CAP).  
 
She withdrew her nomination as Director of the White 
House Office of Management and Budget due to stiff 

opposition from Republican senators. 
 
Ms Tanden previously served as a senior adviser for 
health reforms at the US Department of Health and 
Human Services.  
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SUBODH JAISWAL APPOINTED AS DIRECTOR OF CBI 

 
IPS officer, Subodh Jaiswal has been appointed 
Director of the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI). 
He was the most senior officer among the three 
shortlisted for the post of CBI Director.  
 

Jaiswal, along with KR 
Chandra and VS 
Kaumudi, was short-
listed out of 109 officers 
for the top post by the 

high-powered 
committee led by Prime 
Minister Narendra 

Modi.  
 
Other members of the committee include Chief Justice 
of India (CJI) NV Ramana and Leader of Opposition in 
the Lok Sabha, Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury. 
 

The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has based 
on the panel recommended by the Committee, approved 
the appointment of Shri Subodh Kumar Jaiswal, IPS 
(MH: 1985) as Director, Central Bureau of Investigation 

(CBI) for a period of two years from the date of 
assumption of charge of the office or until further orders 
whichever is earlier. 
 
Who is Subodh Jaiswal:  Subodh Jaiswal is a 1985-batch 
Maharashtra cadre IPS officer who is the chief of CISF. 
Earlier, he held the post of Mumbai Police 
Commissioner and Maharashtra DGP. 
 
He was appointed Mumbai Police Commissioner in 
2018 and has also worked with the Maharashtra Anti-

Terrorism Squad (ATS) in the past. Subodh Jaiswal has 
also served with the Intelligence Bureau, SPG (Special 
Protection Group) and R&AW (Research and Analysis 

Wing) for over a decade. 
 

DAVID BARNEA APPOINTED AS NEW HEAD OF 

MOSSAD 

 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu appointed 
David Barnea as the new head of the country’s spy 
agency, the Mossad.  

 
Barnea, a former 
longtime Mossad 
operative, will succeed 
Yossi Cohen as head of 
Israel’s intelligence 

agency on June 1. 
Cohen has served as 
Israel’s spymaster since taking office in 2016. 
 
Barnea, who is in his 50s, lives in the Sharon region 
north of Tel Aviv. He did his military service in the elite 

Sayeret Matkal special operations force. About 30 
years ago, he enlisted in the Mossad, where he became a 
case officer. 
 

Prime Minister of Israel: Benjamin Netanyahu. 

Israel Capital: Jerusalem. 
Israel Currency: Israeli Shekel. 

 

BVR SUBRAHMANYAM APPOINTED AS COMMERCE 

SECY 

 
The appointments committee of the Cabinet (ACC) has 
approved the appointment of B.V.R. Subrahmanyam, 

Chief Secretary Jammu & Kashmir as an officer on 
special duty in the 
Department of 
Commerce.  

 
An order issued by the 
Union Ministry of 
Personnel, Public 
Grievances and 
Pensions. Mr 
Subrahmanyam is a 1987 batch IAS officer of the 
Chhattisgarh cadre and was sent on deputation to 
Jammu and Kashmir in June 2018.  
 
He served as Chief Secretary when the State was 
bifurcated into two Union Territories in 2019. He is a 
widely experienced bureaucrat having worked in 
Manmohan Singh Prime Minister’s Office as Joint 
Secretary. 
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ARTICLE OF THE MONTH 
APPOINTMENT OF NEW DIRECTOR OF CBI 

 
Recently, the Central Government has appointed ‘Subodh Kumar Jaiswal’ as a new Director of the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI). The Director of the CBI is appointed as per section 4A of the Delhi Special Police Establishment 
Act of 1946.  
 

ABOUT THE CENTRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION (CBI) 

 
The CBI was set up in 1963 by a resolution of the Ministry of Home Affairs. 
Now, the CBI comes under the administrative control of the Department of 
Personnel and Training (DoPT) of the Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances 
and Pensions. The establishment of the CBI was recommended by the Santhanam 

Committee on Prevention of Corruption (1962–1964). The CBI is not a statutory 
body. It derives its powers from the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act, 1946. 
The CBI is the main investigating agency of the Central Government. It also 
provides assistance to the Central Vigilance Commission and Lokpal. It is also the 
nodal police agency in India which coordinates investigations on behalf of Interpol 
Member countries. The CBI is headed by a Director. The CBI has jurisdiction to 
investigate offences pertaining to 69 Central laws, 18 State Acts and 231 offences in the IPC. 
 

APPOINTMENT OF CBI DIRECTOR 

 
The Director of CBI as Inspector General of Police, Delhi Special Police Establishment, is responsible for the 
administration of the organisation. The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act (2013) amended the Delhi Special Police 

Establishment Act (1946) and made the following changes with respect to appointment of the Director of CBI:  
 
Appointment Committee: The Central Government shall appoint the Director of CBI on the recommendation of a 
three-member committee consisting of the Prime Minister as Chairperson, the Leader of Opposition in the Lok 
Sabha and the Chief Justice of India or Judge of the Supreme Court (SC) nominated by him. The Delhi Special Police 

Establishment (Amendment) Act, 2014 made a change in the composition of the committee related to the 
appointment of the Director of CBI. It states that where there is no recognized leader of opposition in the Lok Sabha, 
then the leader of the single largest opposition party in the Lok Sabha would be a member of that committee. 
 
Tenure of Director: The Director of CBI has been provided security of two-year tenure in office by the CVC Act, 
2003. 
 
SC Rulings Related to CBI Director: The six-month minimum residual tenure rule was introduced by the Supreme 
Court in a March 2019 order. No officer with less than six months' tenure remaining can be considered for the post 

of chief. Though the order in the Prakash Singh case pertained to the appointment of DGPs, it was extended to CBI 
Director too. In the Prakash Singh case, 2006 the SC had stressed the point that appointment of DGPs “should be 
purely on the basis of merit and to insulate the office from all kinds of influences and pressures”. The Director of CBI 
is to hold the post for not less than two years as held by the Vineet Narain judgment of 1998. He/she may not be 
transferred except with the previous consent of the high-level committee. 
 
The SC in Union of India versus C. Dinakar, 2001 case has held that “ordinarily IPS officers of the senior most four 
batches in service on the date of retirement of CBI Director, irrespective of their empanelment, shall be eligible for 
consideration for appointment to the post of CBI Director”. 
 

DELHI SPECIAL POLICE ESTABLISHMENT ACT 

 
The Central Bureau of Investigation traces its origin to the Special Police Establishment (SPE) which was set up in 
1941 by the Government of India. The functions of the SPE then were to investigate cases of bribery and corruption in 
transactions with the War & Supply Deptt. Of India during World War II. Even after the end of the War, the need for 
a Central Government agency to investigate cases of bribery and corruption by Central Government employees was 
felt. The Delhi Special Police Establishment Act was therefore brought into force in 1946. The CBI's power to 
investigate cases is derived from this Act. 
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CASES MAJORLY HANDLED BY CBI 

 

 Anti-Corruption Crimes - for investigation of cases under the Prevention of Corruption Act against Public 
officials and the employees of Central Government, Public Sector Undertakings, Corporations or Bodies owned or 
controlled by the Government of India.  

 

 Economic Crimes - for investigation of major financial scams and serious economic frauds, including crimes 
relating to Fake Indian Currency Notes, Bank Frauds and Cyber Crime, bank frauds, Import Export & Foreign 
Exchange violations, large-scale smuggling of narcotics, antiques, cultural property and smuggling of other 
contraband items etc. 

 

 Special Crimes - for investigation of serious and organized crime under the Indian Penal Code and other laws 

on the requests of State Governments or on the orders of the Supreme Court and High Courts - such as cases of 
terrorism, bomb blasts, kidnapping for ransom and crimes committed by the mafia/the underworld. 

 

 Suo Moto Cases - CBI can suo-moto take up investigation of offences only in the Union Territories. The Central 
Government can authorize CBI to investigate a crime in a State but only with the consent of the concerned State 
Government. The Supreme Court and High Courts, however, can order CBI to investigate a crime anywhere in 
the country without the consent of the State. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 
Delink the CBI from the administrative control of the government - As long as the government of the day has the 
power to transfer and post officials of its choice in the CBI, the investigating agency will not enjoy autonomy and 
will be unable to investigate cases freely. Providing statutory status through legislation equivalent to that provided to 
the Comptroller & Auditor General and the Election Commission will help maintain the independence of the 
institution. 
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