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PREFACE 
It gives us great pleasure to release the first edition of the PRAVAHINI  (Monthly e-

Compendium & Weekly e-Periodicals of Current Affairs). The magazine‟s members have shown 

considerable cooperation as well as devotion. We at www.successmantra.in work tirelessly to 

create this magazine and bring it to you with a great sense of gratitude. 

The PRAVAHINI May-2021 eBook covers the current events that happened in the month of May. 

Current Affairs is a crucial component of any competitive exams including CLAT, AILET, DU-

LLB, HM, CAT, IAS, PCS, SSC, Banking, MBA and various other competitive examinations. 

Current Affairs play the bigger role in many competitive and government exams. It holds the 

power of making or breaking your chance of success. Therefore, the candidates should cover the 

Current Affairs thoroughly and smartly. 

The PRAVAHINI May-2021 eBook is divided into different sections keeping in mind the need of 

various exams. The sections covered namely International, National, Economy, Ecology and 

Environment, Science & Technology, Legal Affairs, Sports, States News Makers and few others. 

We would also be pleased to receive any suggestion that could assist us with the upcoming 

editions. 

 Success mantra (GTB Nagar, Delhi) 

Website: www.successmantra.in 

Mail Id: info@successmantra.in 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
UK: 1ST NATION TO ANNOUNCE SELF DRIVING CARS 

 
The United Kingdom has become the first country to 
announce regulation for the use of self-driving vehicles 
at low speeds.  

 
The UK wants to be at 
the forefront in rolling 
out autonomous driving 
technology. The 
Government of the UK 
forecasts that around 
40% of UK cars will 

have self-driving capabilities by 2035.  

 
Most of the self-driving systems maintain an internal 
map. They use lasers, sensors and radars to map their 
surroundings. Based on the map created, instructions 
are delivered to the actuators of the vehicle. 
 

NATO LAUNCHED EXERCISE 'DEFENDER EUROPE-21' 

 
North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) 
has launched joint 
military exercises 
“DEFENDER-Europe 21” 

in Albania with 
thousands of military 
forces from the United 

States and other countries in the first such large-scale 
drills since World War II in the Western Balkans.  
 
Albania is playing a critical part in the DEFENDER-
Europe 21 exercise with Joint Logistics Over-the-Shore 
operations taking place. 
 
DEFENDER-Europe is an annual large-scale U.S. Army-
led, multinational exercise, defensive in nature and 
focused on deterring aggression, which this year focuses 
on building operational readiness and interoperability 
with NATO and a greater number of allies and 
partners over a wider area of operations than ever 
before. 
 

INDIA & RUSSIA 2+2 MINISTERIAL DIALOGUE 

 
India and Russia have 
agreed to establish a „2+2 
Ministerial Dialogue‟ at the 
Foreign & Defence 

Minister level between the 
two countries.  
 

Russia is the 4th country and 1st Non-Quad member 
country with which India has established the „2+2 
Ministerial dialogue‟ mechanism.  
 
India has such a mechanism with the US, Japan and 

Australia. It is expected to boost the bilateral strategic 
partnership between India & Russia. 
 
Relations between India and Russia are rooted in 
history, mutual trust and mutually beneficial 
cooperation. This is a strategic partnership that has 
withstood the test of time, and which enjoys the support 
of the people of both countries. 
 
Diplomatic relations between India and Russia began 
even before India achieved independence, on 13 April 
1947. 
 

INDIA & UK ROADMAP FOR BILATERAL TRADE 

PARTNERSHIP 

 
The Prime Minister of 
India, Shri Narendra 
Modi and his British 
counterpart Boris 

Johnson held a virtual 
Summit meeting.  
 
During the Summit meeting, both the leaders unveiled 

an ambitious 10-year road map to elevate the India-UK 
bilateral relationship to a comprehensive strategic 
partnership. The UK prime minister Boris Johnson 
announced a new India-UK trade investment worth £1 
billion. 
 
Apart from this, India and the UK inked nine pacts. 
 
These pacts were in areas such as migration and 
mobility, digital and technology, telecommunications, 
energy and medicines, counter-terrorism, besides 
agreeing to boost collaboration in dealing with climate 
change through a new partnership on renewables and 
power. 
 
They also launched Enhanced Trade Partnership, which 
included negotiation for a comprehensive Free Trade 

Agreement (FTA), including consideration of an interim 
trade agreement to deliver early gains. The two nations 
set an ambitious target of more than doubling bilateral 
trade by 2030. 
 

INDIA-FRANCE-AUSTRALIA TRILATERAL DIALOGUE 

 
The first-ever India-France-Australia Trilateral Foreign 

Ministerial Dialogue was held in London, UK, on the 
sidelines of the G7 Foreign Ministers‟ Meeting.  
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The meeting was attended by External Affairs 

Minister, Dr S. Jaishankar from India, France‟s Minister 
for Europe and Foreign Affairs, Mr Jean-Yves Le Drian 
and Australia‟s Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senator 
Marise Payne. 
 

The France, India, 
Australia trilateral meet 
was launched in 
September 2020 at 
Foreign Secretaries‟ 
levels but has been 
elevated to ministerial 
level within one year of 

its inception. It has three joint priorities which are 
maritime security, environment, and multilateralism. 
 
The G7 foreign ministers meeting is the first in-person 

meeting of foreign minister of the grouping amid 
pandemic, with the last such meeting taking place in 
2019. 
 

HOSTILITIES ESCALATED B/W ISRAEL & HAMAS 

 
The Israeli military has bombarded rockets in 

different areas in Gaza. It is the most intense airstrikes 
in Gaza since 2014.  

 
Hamas had red 
hundreds of rockets 
towards Israel on 

Monday. After that, 
Israel has carried out 
hundreds of airstrikes 
in Gaza. 

 
The Gaza-based Palestinian group, Hamas, had red 
rockets towards Israel in protest of the clash between 
Israeli police and Palestinian protesters in the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque. Al-Aqsa Mosque is located in Jerusalem. It is 
the third holiest place for Muslims. 
 
About the Hamas: 
 
It was founded in 1987. 

It is a Palestinian Sunni-Islamic fundamentalist 
organization. 
It is active in the West Bank and Gaza Strip region of 
the Palestine. 
It opposes the secular approach of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. 
 
Israel Capital is Jerusalem and the currency is the 
Israeli shekel. 
Benjamin Netanyahu is the Prime Minister of Israel. 

 

NEPAL PM KP OLI LOST VOTE OF CONFIDENCE 

 
Nepal Prime Minister K P Sharma Oli has lost the vote 

of confidence in the House of Representatives. K P 

Sharma Oli got 93 votes in his favour while 124 voted 
against him.  
 
In the 275-member 
House of 

Representatives, he 
required at least 136 
Votes to win the trust 
vote in the lower of the 
House of 
Representatives. 

 
After the NCP (Nationalist Congress Party) withdrew 
its support from the government, PM Oli faced a vote of 
confidence. In January, K P Sharma Oli was expelled 
from the primary membership of the Nepal Communist 

Party for his decision to dissolve the Parliament. 
 
Nepal capital is Kathmandu and the currency is 
Nepalese Rupees. 
President of Nepal: Bidya Devi Bhandari 
 

KP SHARMA OLI RE-APPOINTED AS PM OF NEPAL 

 
In Nepal, KP Sharma 

Oli was re-appointed 
as the Prime Minister 
of the country by 
President Bidhya 
Devi Bhandari.  
 
Oli was administered 
the oath of office by the President on May 14, 2021. 
Now, he must prove that he has majority support in the 
House within 30 days. This will be his third stint as 

Prime Minister.  
 
The decision to re-appoint Oli was taken after none of 
the opposition party could secure majority seats in the 

House to form a new government or apply for it in the 
provided time frame (by 9 pm on 13 May 2021). 
 
As a result, Oli, who is the leader of the Communist 

Party of Nepal (CPN-UML), the largest party in the 
House of Representatives, was appointed for Prime 

Minister, as per the provision of 76(3) of the 
Constitution of Nepal. 

 
It must be noted that, on 10 May 2021, Oli failed to 
obtain a vote of confidence in the House of 

Representatives, gaining only 93 of the total 232 votes 
cast, which was 43 votes short of reaching the 136-vote 
majority required to win the confidence vote. As a 
result, Oli was automatically relieved from his post. 
 

ITALY TO HOST GLOBAL G20 HEALTH SUMMIT 

 
The Global G20 Health Summit was co-hosted by 
European Commission along with Italy as part of its 
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G20 presidency amid the surge and spread of 
coronavirus cases.  

 
The summit adopted 
the agenda to 
overcome the Covid-19 
pandemic. It also 
decided to develop and 
endorse a Rome 
Declaration of 
principles. 

 
As per WHO officials, the future of the pandemic is in 

hands of G20 leaders. G20 has also contributed to the 
launch of ACT-Accelerator as it was launched after G20 
called for a global mechanism to accelerate the 
development of tests, treatments and vaccines. 
 
ACT-Accelerator is used for “Access to COVID-19 

Tools Accelerator”. It is also called Global Collaboration 
to Accelerate Development, Production and Equitable 
Access to COVID-19 diagnostics, therapeutics and 
vaccines.  
 

UK LAUNCHED PLAN FOR 'GLOBAL PANDEMIC RADAR' 

 
The United Kingdom will develop an advanced 

international pathogen surveillance network to 
identify Covid-19 variants and emerging diseases.  
 

This Global Pandemic 
Radar will ensure the 
early detection of new 
variants and emerging 
pathogens, so vaccines 
and treatments needed 
to stop them can be 
rapidly developed. 

 
Prime minister Boris Johnson announced the plans, 
ahead of the Global Health Summit hosted by Italy and 
the European Union (EU). 
 
About the radar: The radar is expected to be fully up 
and running with a network of surveillance hubs before 

the end of 2021, with the aim of significantly improving 
global health security going into next year. 
 
WHO will lead an implementation group, supported 

by global health charity the Wellcome Trust, to launch 
the new international partnership to identify, track and 
share data on new coronavirus variants and monitor 
vaccine resistance in populations. 
 

OPENING OF NEW CONSULATE GENERAL IN MALDIVES 

 
Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has approved the opening of a new Consulate 
General of India in Addu City, the Maldives in 2021.  
 
India and Maldives share ethnic, linguistic, cultural, 
religious and commercial links steeped in antiquity. 
Maldives occupies an important place in the 
„Neighbourhood First Policy‟ and the „SAGAR‟ 
(Security and Growth for All in the Region) vision of 
the Government of India. 
 
About the Consulate General: The opening of a 
Consulate General in Addu City will help augment 
India‟s diplomatic presence in the Maldives and make it 
commensurate with the existing and aspired level of 
engagement. 
 
The momentum and 
energy in the 
bilateral relationship 
have reached 
unprecedented levels 
under the leadership 
of Prime Minister 
Modi and President Solih.  
 

This is also a forward-looking step in pursuit of our 
national priority of growth and development or 
„SabkaSaathSabka Vikas‟ Augmentation of India‟s 
diplomatic presence will, inter-alia, provide market 
access for Indian companies and bolster Indian exports 
of goods and services.  
 
This would have a direct impact in augmenting 
domestic production and employment in line with our 
goal of a self-reliant India or „Atmanirbhar Bharat‟. 
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ARTICLE OF THE MONTH 
ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CLASHES OVER JERUSALEM 

 
Recently, Israeli armed forces attacked Al-Aqsa Mosque in the Haram esh-Sharif 
in Jerusalem, ahead of a march by Zionist nationalists commemorating Israel‟s 

capture of the eastern half of the city in 1967. The threatened eviction of dozens of 
Palestinian families in the East Jerusalem neighborhood of Sheikh Jarrah escalated 
the crisis further. Zionism is a worldwide Jewish movement that resulted in the 
establishment and development of the state of Israel and that now supports the 
state of Israel as a Jewish homeland.  
 
Al-Aqsa Mosque: It is one of the holiest structures in the Islamic faith. It sits inside 
a 35-acre site known by Muslims as Haram al-Sharif, or the Noble Sanctuary, and 
by Jews as the Temple Mount. The site is part of the Old City of Jerusalem, sacred 
to Christians, Jews and Muslims. It is believed to have been completed early in the eighth century and faces the 
Dome of the Rock, the golden-domed Islamic shrine that is a widely recognized symbol of Jerusalem. The United 

Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, UNESCO, has classified the Old City of Jerusalem and 
its walls as a World Heritage Site. 
 

CONFLICT OVER JERUSALEM: ISRAEL-PALESTINE 

 
Jerusalem has been at the centre of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. According to the original 1947 United Nations 

(UN) partition plan, Jerusalem was proposed to be an international city. But in the first Arab Israel war of 1948, the 
Israelis captured the western half of the city, and Jordan took the eastern part, including the Old City that houses 
Haram al-Sharif. Israel captured East Jerusalem from Jordan in the Six-Day War 1967 and annexed it later. Since its 
annexation, Israel has expanded settlements in East Jerusalem. Israel sees the whole city as its “unified, eternal 

capital”, whereas the Palestinian leadership across the political spectrum have maintained that they would not accept 
any compromise formula for the future Palestinian state unless East Jerusalem is its capital. 

 
Sheikh Jarrah Issue: Hundreds of thousands of Palestinians were forced out of their homes when the State of Israel 
was created in historical Palestine in 1948. Twenty-eight of those Palestinian families moved to Sheikh Jarrah in East 

Jerusalem to settle there. In 1956, when East Jerusalem was ruled by Jordan, the Jordanian Ministry of Construction 

and Development and the UN Relief and Works Agency facilitated the construction of houses for these families in 
Sheikh Jarrah. But Israel would capture East Jerusalem from Jordan in 1967. By the early 1970s, Jewish agencies 
started demanding the families leave the land. Earlier this year (2021), the Central Court in East Jerusalem upheld a 
decision to evict four Palestinian families from their homes in Sheikh Jarrah in favor of Jewish settlers. The issue 
remains unresolved and potentially inflammable. 
 

INDIA'S STAND ON ISRAEL-PALESTINE ISSUE 

 
India recognised Israel in 1950 but it is also the first non-Arab country to recognise Palestine Liberation 

Organisation (PLO) as the sole representative of the Palestinian. India is also one of the first countries to recognise the 
statehood of Palestine in 1988. In 2014, India favored UNHRC‟s resolution to probe Israel‟s human rights violations 
in Gaza. Despite supporting the probe, India abstained from voting against Israel in UNHRC in 2015. As a part of 
Link West Policy, India has de-hyphenated its relationship with Israel and Palestine in 2018 to treat both the 
countries mutually independent and exclusive. In June 2019, India voted in favor of a decision introduced by Israel in 
the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) that objected to granting consultative status to a Palestinian non-
governmental organization. So far India has tried to maintain the image of its historical moral supporter for 

Palestinian self-determination, and at the same time to engage in the military, economic, and other strategic relations 
with Israel. 
 

RELATED DEVELOPMENTS ON THE ISSUE 

 
In March 2021, International Criminal Court (ICC) launched investigatations into the war crimes in Palestinian 
territories occupied by Israel (West Bank and the Gaza Strip). In April 2021, the US restored at least USD 235 million 
in financial assistance to the Palestinians. 
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The world at large needs to come together for a peaceful solution but the reluctance of the Israeli government and 
other involved parties have aggravated the issue more. Thus a balanced approach would help to maintain favorable 
relations with Arab countries as well as Israel. The recent normalization agreements between Israel and the UAE, 

Bahrain, Sudan, and Morocco, known as the Abraham Accords, are the steps in the right direction. All regional 
powers should envisage peace between the two countries on line of Abraham Accords. 
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