
SM PRAVAHINI MONTHLY COMPENDIUM - MAY WWW.SUCCESSMANTRA.IN 2021 

 



SM PRAVAHINI MONTHLY COMPENDIUM - MAY WWW.SUCCESSMANTRA.IN 2021 

 

PREFACE 
It gives us great pleasure to release the first edition of the PRAVAHINI  (Monthly e-

Compendium & Weekly e-Periodicals of Current Affairs). The magazine‟s members have shown 

considerable cooperation as well as devotion. We at www.successmantra.in work tirelessly to 

create this magazine and bring it to you with a great sense of gratitude. 

The PRAVAHINI May-2021 eBook covers the current events that happened in the month of May. 

Current Affairs is a crucial component of any competitive exams including CLAT, AILET, DU-

LLB, HM, CAT, IAS, PCS, SSC, Banking, MBA and various other competitive examinations. 

Current Affairs play the bigger role in many competitive and government exams. It holds the 

power of making or breaking your chance of success. Therefore, the candidates should cover the 

Current Affairs thoroughly and smartly. 

The PRAVAHINI May-2021 eBook is divided into different sections keeping in mind the need of 

various exams. The sections covered namely International, National, Economy, Ecology and 

Environment, Science & Technology, Legal Affairs, Sports, States News Makers and few others. 

We would also be pleased to receive any suggestion that could assist us with the upcoming 

editions. 

 Success mantra (GTB Nagar, Delhi) 

Website: www.successmantra.in 

Mail Id: info@successmantra.in 

  

http://www.successmantra.in/
http://www.successmantra.in/
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS 
MAMTA BANERJEE TAKES OATH AS WB CM FOR 3RD 

TIME 

 
Mamata Banerjee was 
sworn in as West Bengal 
Chief Minister for the 
third time in the shadow 
of Covid and post-poll 
violence in parts of the 
state.  
 

The oath ceremony took place with Covid protocols in 
place at the “Throne Room” at the Raj Bhavan.  The 
rest of the cabinet and the council of ministers will be 
sworn in on May 9, the birth anniversary of 
Rabindranath Tagore. 

 
Mamata Banerjee won a landslide victory in the 

Bengal election to secure a third straight term. The 
Trinamool won 213 of 292 seats while its strongest rival, 
BJP, finished second with 77 seats.  
 

N RANGASAMY SWORN IN AS CM OF PUDUCHERRY 

 
The All India NR Congress 
(AINRC) founder leader N 

Rangasamy has been sworn 
in as the Chief Minister of 
the Union Territory of 

Puducherry, for a record 
fourth time, on May 07, 
2021.  
 

N Rangasamy was administered the oath of office and 
secrecy by Lieutenant governor (additional charge) 
Tamilisai Soundararajan. 
 

Prior to this, the 71-year-old served as Chief Minister of 

Puducherry from 2001 to 2008 as a member of the 
Indian National Congress and then from 2011 to 2016 as 
a member of AINRC.  It will be the first time that 
Rangasamy will be heading a coalition cabinet, National 

Democratic Alliance (NDA) in the UT, which has 
members from BJP and AINRC. 

 

DMK CHIEF MK STALIN AS CM OF TAMIL NADU 

 
Tamil Nadu governor 
Banwarilal Purohit has 
appointed Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhagam 
(DMK) chief MK Stalin 
as the chief minister of 
Tamil Nadu.  
 

The 68-year-old is the son of the former five-term Tamil 
Nadu chief minister, the late M Karunanidhi.  
 
The DMK-led alliance won 159 seats, well ahead of the 
majority mark of 118 seats. The party alone won 133 
seats in the election. 
 
In the 2019 Lok Sabha elections, Stalin led the United 

Progressive Alliance (UPA), of which the DMK is a 
constituent, to victory in 38 out of 39 parliamentary 
seats in Tamil Nadu. 
 

INDIAN NAVY LAUNCHED OPERATION SAMUDRA 

SETU-II 

 
The Indian Navy has 
launched Operation 

Samudra Setu-II to 
help in faster 
transportation of 
medical oxygen and 
other requirements 
from other countries 
to India, amid its worsening COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
As a part of operation „Samudra Setu II‟, seven Indian 
Naval ships have been deployed for shipment of liquid 
medical oxygen-filled cryogenic containers and 
associated medical equipment from various countries.  
These warships are Kolkata, Kochi, Talwar, Tabar, 
Trikand, Jalashwa and Airavat. 
In 2020, the Indian Navy launched Operation Samudra 

Setu, as part of the Vande Bharat Mission, to repatriate 
approximately 4,000 stranded and distressed Indian 
citizens from the Maldives, Sri Lanka, and Iran. 

 

N. SITHARAMAN ATTENDED ADB ANNUAL MEETING 

 
Nirmala Sitharaman, 
India's Finance and 
Corporate Affairs 
Minister and the Asian 
Development Bank's 
(ADB) Governor, 
recently attended the 
ADB's annual meeting 
2021's Governors' 
Seminar on "Cooperation for a Resilient Future.  
 
Sitharaman praised the Asian Development Bank for 
providing timely financial support for both Covid and 
non-Covid ventures. 
 
ADB is a regional development bank. Its headquarters 
are in Manila, Philippines, and it was established on 
December 19, 1966. It has been designated as an official 
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UN Observer. Currently, the Asian Development Bank 
has 68 members, 49 of whom are Asian. 

 
The bank is open to non-regional developing countries 
and members of the United Nations Economic and 
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(UNESCAP, previously the Economic Commission for 
Asia and the Far East or ECAFE). 
 

G20 TOURISM MINISTER'S MEETING 2021 

 
Union Minister of 
State for Tourism & 
Culture (I/c), 
Prahlad Singh Patel 
participated in G20 
Tourism Ministers‟ 
Meeting held in Italy 
on 4th May 2021.  
 

This dialogue aimed to collaborate in protecting tourism 
businesses, jobs and taking initiatives to frame policy 
guidelines to support the sustainable and resilient 
recovery of travel and tourism. 

 
He also conveyed India‟s support for the Principles for 
the transition to a green travel and tourism economy 
submitted by UNWTO as a further contribution to the 
policy area “Green Transformation” to embrace 
sustainability in tourism. 
 

Patel also highlighted the initiatives taken by the 

Ministry of Tourism to promote community-based 
tourism and rural tourism by involving the local 
population in employment opportunities and income-
generating activities through sustainable and 
responsible tourism. 
 
The Minister concluded with thanks to the Italian G20 

Presidency for its leadership and India will continue its 
support and cooperation to ensure further progress 
under Indonesia‟s G20 Presidency in 2022. 

 

PUDUCHERRY BECOMES 'HAR GHAR JAL' UT 

 
Puducherry has 
achieved the target of 
100% piped water 
connection in rural 
areas under the Jal 
Jeevan Mission (JJM). 
Earlier, Goa, Telangana 
and Andaman & 

Nicobar Islands have provided tap water supply to 
every rural home under Jal Jeevan Mission.  
 
So, Puducherry is the fourth State/UT to provide 
assured tap water supply to every rural home under Jal 
Jeevan Mission. 
 

Jal Jeevan Mission is being implemented in partnership 
with States/ UTs to provide safe tap water to every 

rural home by 2024. The State of Punjab and the UTs 

of Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu have 
covered over 75% of rural homes with assured tap water 
supply. 
 

INDIA & INDONESIAN NAVIES CONDUCTED NAVAL 

EXERCISE 

 
The Indian and 
Indonesian Navies 
conducted Passage 
Exercise (PASSEX) in 
the southern Arabian 
Sea with a focus on 
further improving 
their interoperability.  
 
The exercise was aimed at improving interoperability 

and understanding between both the friendly navies. 
 
From the Indian Navy, INS Sharda, an Offshore Patrol 

Vessel (OPV) with a Chetak helicopter participated in 
the exercise. From the Indonesian Navy, KRI Sultan 

Hasanudin, a 90m Corvette took part in the exercise. 
 
About the PASSEX: PASSEXes are regularly conducted 
by IN with units of Friendly Foreign Countries. The last 

PASSEX between IN and the Indonesian Navy was 
conducted on 13 Mar 21 between INS Kalpeni, IN 
Dornier and KRI Sultan Iskandar Muda. 

 

CYCLONE TAUKATE HITS MANY STATES OF INDIA 

 
Cyclone Taukate has 
obtained its 

maximum intensity in 
the wee hours of 
Sunday and has now 
become a Very Severe 
Cyclonic Storm (wind 
speed of 118 to 166 
km/hr).  
 
The latest cyclone alert issued by the India 

Meteorological Department (IMD) has said that this 
storm would reach close to Gujarat coast, Maharashtra, 
Goa.  
 
Light to moderate intensity rainfall is expected to 
continue over coastal Karnataka and Kerala till Monday. 
 

HP GOVERNMENT LAUNCHED AYUSH GHAR-DWAR 

INITIATIVE 

 
Himachal Government has launched the „Ayush Ghar-

Dwar‟ program to keep the home isolated Covid-19 
positive patients healthy by practising Yoga.  
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This program has been 
started by the 
Department of AYUSH 
in collaboration with 
the Art of Living 

organisation. Yoga 
Bharti‟s instructors 
would provide their 

services in the program.  
 
During the launch, about 80 home isolated Covid 
positive patients from all over the state were also 
connected virtually. 
 
Under the program, approximately 1000 virtual groups 
on social media platforms like zoom, WhatsApp and 

Google meet will be formed to connect with COVID 
positive patients in home isolation.  
 
The initiative intends to provide a holistic healthcare 

approach through AYUSH to ensure not only physical 
but also mental, social and spiritual wellbeing. 
 

PM CARES FUND FOR CHILDREN ORPHANED IN COVID-

19 

 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced a 

number of welfare measures for children who lost their 
parents to COVID-19.  

 
All children who have 
lost either both 
parents or surviving 
parents or legal 
guardians or adoptive 
parents due to 
COVID-19 will be 
supported under PM-
CARES for Children 

scheme. The welfare measures have been listed below: 
 
Fixed Deposit in the name of the child: The government 
has announced the “PM-CARES for Children” scheme 
under which fixed deposits will be opened in the 

names of such children from the PM-CARES fund. 
 
The total corpus of the fund will be Rs 10 lakh for each 
child. This corpus will be used to give a monthly 
financial support/ stipend when the child reaches 18 
years of age, for the next five years to take care of his or 
her personal requirements. 
 
Education: Children under 10 years will be given 
admission to the nearest Kendriya Vidyalaya or in a 

private school as a day scholar. Children between 11-18 
years of age will be given admission to any central 
government residential school such as Sainik School and 
Navodaya Vidyalaya. 
 

Health Insurance: Each child will be enrolled as a 
beneficiary under Ayushman Bharat Scheme (PM-JAY) 
with a health insurance cover of Rs 5 lakh. The premium 
amount for these children will be paid by PM CARES, 
till they attain the age of 18 years. 
 

PINARAYI VIJAYAN TAKE OATH AS KERALA CM 

 
Pinarayi Vijayan was sworn as Kerala Chief Minister 
for the second time in the shadow of the Covid-19 crisis 
in the state.  
 
The oath ceremony took place with Covid protocols in 
place at the Central Stadium in Thiruvananthapuram.  

 
Governor Arif 
Mohammed Khan 
administered the oath 
of office to 76-year-old 
Vijayan. It is the second 
stint of the Marxist 
veteran in the top 
office. 
 
The new Left Democratic Front (LDF) government 
bucked the trends, as Kerala usually alternates between 
the Left and a Congress government, by registering a 
dominant win in the 6 April assembly polls. The LDF 
won 99 of 140 seats. 
 

INS RAJPUT TO BE DECOMMISSIONED FROM INDIAN 

NAVY 

 
The first destroyer 
of the Indian 

Navy, INS Rajput, 
will be 
decommissioned 
on May 21. It was 
commissioned on 
04 May 1980.  
 
After rendering service for 41 years, it will be 
decommissioned at the Naval Dockyard of 

Visakhapatnam. INS Rajput was built by Russia in the 
61 Communards Shipyard. Its Original Russian name 
was „Nadezhny‟. 
 
INS Rajput served for both Western and Eastern Fleets 
and its first commanding officer was Capt Gulab 
Mohanlal Hiranandani.  
 

It is the 1st Indian Naval Ship to be associated with an 
Indian Army regiment – the Rajput Regiment. It 
participated in many operations including Operation 
Aman, Operation Pawan, Operation Cactus, etc. 
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SIX INDIAN HERITAGE SITES ADDED TO UNESCO LIST 

 
The Union Culture 
Minister Prahlad Singh 

Patel recently announced 
that around six cultural 
heritage sites have been 
added to the UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites.  
With this, the total 
number of sites in the 

UNESCO World Heritage Sites Tentative list has 
increased to 48. 
 
The following six places have successfully entered the 
tentative list of UNESCO World Heritage sites. 
 
Ganga Ghats of Varanasi 
Temples of Kancheepuram in Tamil Nadu 
Satpura Tiger Reserve in Madhya Pradesh 
Maharashtra Military Architecture 
Hire Benkal Megalithic site 
Bhedaghat Lametaghat of Narmada Valley in Madhya 
Pradesh 
 

SEVERE CYCLONIC STORM 'YAAS' TO HIT INDIA 

 
A category 5 cyclonic 
storm has been 
forecasted to make its 
landfall along the 
coastline of West 
Bengal and Odisha 
between May 26-27.  
 

Once formed, the cyclone will be named „Yaas‟. Yaas 

will be as deadly as Amphan which was also formed in 
the Bay of Bengal in May last year. Yaas, named by 

Oman as such, refers to a Jasmine-like tree that has a 
good fragrance. 
 
A rotational list of the names of cyclones is maintained 
by the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO), 
with the names specific for each tropical zone.  
 
If a cyclone is especially deadly then its name is never 
used and is replaced by another name. The list has a 
total of 169 names at present which will be used on a 
rotational basis. 
 
World Meteorological Organisation Headquarters: 
Geneva, Switzerland 
World Meteorological Organisation Founded: 23 March 
1950 

World Meteorological Organisation President: David 
Grimes. 
 
 

HARSH VARDHAN CHAIRED 74TH WORLD HEALTH 

ASSEMBLY 

 
Union Minister of 
Health & Family 
Welfare and 
Chairman of 
WHO Executive 
Board, Dr Harsh 
Vardhan, chaired 
the 74th World 
Health Assembly in virtual mode.  
 
According to Dr Harsh Vardhan, the executive board 
has asked for further efforts which can ensure fair and 
equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines under COVAX 
Facility.  
 
Director-General of World Health Organisation, Dr 

Tedros, also participated in the event. 
 
Board recommended 74th World Health Assembly to 
consider the report on mental health preparedness and 
response for the Covid-19 pandemic.  
 
It further recommended endorsing updated 
comprehensive Mental Health Action Plan for 2013 to 
2030 and encouraged WHO to work in collaboration 
with World Organisation for Animal Health and Food 

& Agriculture Organisation so that source of zoonotic 
virus can be identified. 
 

HARYANA GOVT. LAUNCHED 'SANJEEVANI 

PARIYOJANA' 

 
Haryana government 
has launched an anti-
Covid “Sanjeevani 

Pariyojana”, which 
will provide 
supervised and quick 
medical care at home 
for people, with mild 
to moderate symptoms of Covid-19, residing in rural 
areas.  
 
This Pariyojana has been launched to extend medical 
care in rural areas where awareness regarding the 
second wave of Covid-19 and related treatment remains 
low.  
 
It is an important step of bringing medical care for the 
people who need it most and when they need it most. 
 
Under the initiative: The scope of medical advice will be 
expanded beyond qualified doctors as it will mobilize 

200 final year and pre-final year medical students and 
interns by connecting them to consultants and experts. 
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The initiative comprises an Integrated Command and 
Control Centre to manage critical resources such as 
ambulance tracking, oxygen supply, hospital beds 
availability, besides, door-to-door awareness 

campaign. Thus, it will help the district administration 
in keeping a bird‟s eye view of the entire healthcare 
system. 
 

KERALA GOVT. INITIATED NEW SMART KITCHEN 

SCHEME 

 
Chief Minister of Kerala, 

Pinarayi Vijayan has 
announced a secretary-
level committee will 
formulate guidelines and 
recommendations on 
implementation of the 

“Smart Kitchen Scheme” 
in state to fulfil commitments of the Left Democratic 
Front (LDF).  
 
It aims to account and reduce the workload of women‟s 
domestic labour. Smart Kitchen Scheme will be 
launched by July 10, 2021. 

Under the scheme, women of state will be given loan to 
refurbish their kitchen. Loan will be provided with a 
low-interest rate in instalment schemes. Scheme seeks to 
reduce workload of women‟s domestic labour. 
 

RAJNATH SINGH LAUNCHED SEHAT OPD PORTAL 

 
Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh has launched the 
„Services e-Health Assistance & Tele-consultation 
(SeHAT) OPD portal, through video conferencing.  
 
The main motive of the 
portal is to provide 
telemedicine services 
to the serving Armed 
Forces personnel, 
veterans and their 
families. 
 
About the Portal: The 
portal can be accessed at https://sehatopd.in/, to avail 
the telemedicine services. SeHAT OPD portal is the 
final version with advanced safety features
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ARTICLE OF THE MONTH 
LAKSHADWEEP DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY REGULATION 2021 

 
Residents of Lakshadweep have been protesting against some new regulations that 
have been introduced by their new administrator Praful Khoda Patel. The citizens 
are even saying that the administrator is not working for the island. The new rules 
allow the liquor to be sold on the island, bans beef and plans to disenfranchise the 
islanders of various counts.  
 

WHAT IS DRAFT LDAR 2021? 

 
The Draft Lakshadweep Development Authority Regulation, 2021 or LDAR 2021 
was notified on the official website of the administration. Its proposal is to change 
the existing land ownership on the island. It also aims to modify the usage in Lakshadweep by providing sweeping, 

arbitrary, unchecked powers to the government. This in turn is directly interfering with the island‟s resident‟s right 
to possess and retain their property.  The Regulation also gives the powers to the Government to choose any land for 
“development” activities that have been provided under its regulation. Once the land is picked, it could be used as 
per the government sees fit.  
 

MAIN PROVISIONS OF THE DRAFT 

 

 Introduction of the anti-social Activities Regulation Bill, 2021: The government introduced a draft detention 
law called the Prevention of Anti-Social Activities, which if implemented can empower the administration to 
detain anyone without public disclosure for up to one year. 

 

 Beef Ban: The government also introduced the draft Lakshadweep Animal Preservation Regulation 2021, 
which if implemented will ban the slaughter of cows, calfs of a cow, bulls and bullocks. 

 

 Land Development Initiatives: Since Lakshadweep is a Union Territory without an Assembly it is directly 
controlled by the Centre. The administration introduced the Draft Lakshadweep Development Authority 
Regulation, 2021, which if implemented will empower the government to take any piece of land owned by any 
common man in the island for “development” purposes. 

 

 Diversion of all cargo to Mangalore: The administration has introduced measures diverting all cargo to 
Mangalore. The move has been met with opposition because, prior to this, majority of the local businessmen 
relied on Beypore port in Kerala, a state with which the islanders have strong cultural ties. 

 

 Decision to allow functioning of liquor bars: Lakshadweep is a Muslim-majority region with Malayalam 
being the dominant language. The islands are non-alcoholic zones. However, Patel gave his nod for businesses 
to open liquor bars in the island, stating that such a move will promote tourism. 

 

PEOPLE'S CONCERN RELATED TO THE DRAFT 

 
As per the citizens the following are the reasons for the discontent of the 
citizens/ residents: The 10 inhabited islands were under a two month lockdown. 
The Lakshadweep administration is accused of exploitation of the public's inability 
at this time to mobilise arbitrary legislation. Locals also say that these regulations 
are out of sync with the socio-political and environmental requirements. Many 

islanders also suspect that LDAR might have been issued for seeking real estate 
interests to usurp small holdings of property owned by islanders. The islanders 
also fear that the LDAR may provide for forcible eviction. It puts the onus on the 
owner ro develop the holding as per plan by the authority. The Regulation also 

provides for unchecked power to the Government and it's bodies interfering with 
the rights of the islanders to retain their property.  
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The people of Lakshadweep have also opposed the administrator of trying to interfere in the traditional life by 
introducing a ban on buying or selling beef products. The Goonda Act being introduced in the island that has 

negligible crime rate and revoking of restrictions on alcohol for benefit of tourism also have attracted criticism from 
the islanders. Some things that were equally non satisfactory were that the island descended from being COVID 19 

free region to developing more than 6800 cases in a year.Also the mandatory quarantine if the island bound travellers 
was done away with in the leadership of Praful Khoda Patel.  
 
The protests got a wider reach when Kerala MP Elamaram Kareem wrote to President Ram Nath Kovind alleging 
that several casual laborers lost their jobs in the wake of new reforms. Further, sheds and equipment of fishermen 
were demolished without any warning by the new administration on the account of violating the Coast Guard Act. 

The new administration also said that islanders should rely on Mangalore (Karnataka) rather than Beypore (Kerala) 

for freight transit. People from Lakshadweep also have been taking it to social media writing they need help. The new 
administration has been destroying our land, tweeted a local resident of Lakshadweep. 
 

LAKSHADWEEP (INDIAN UNION TERRITORY) 

 

 About: India‟s smallest Union Territory, Lakshadweep is an archipelago consisting of 36 islands with an area 
of 32 sq km. It is directly under the control of the Centre through an administrator.  

 

 There are three main group of islands: Amindivi Islands, Laccadive Islands, Minicoy Island. Amindivi Islands 
are the northernmost while Minicoy island is the southernmost. All are tiny islands of coral origin (Atoll) and 
are surrounded by fringing reefs. The Capital is Kavaratti and it is also the principal town of the UT. Pitti 
island, which is uninhabited, has a bird sanctuary. 

 

 Population: More than 93% of the population who are indigenous, are Muslims and majority of them belong to 
the Shafi School of the Sunni Sect. Malayalam is spoken in all the islands except Minicoy where people speak 
Mahl which is written in Divehi script and is spoken in Maldives also. The entire indigenous population has 
been classified as Scheduled Tribes because of their economic and social backwardness. There are no Scheduled 

Castes in this Union Territory. The main occupation of the people is fishing, coconut cultivation and coir 
twisting. Tourism is an emerging industry.  

 

 Organic Agricultural Area: Recently, the entire Lakshadweep group of islands has been declared as an organic 
agricultural area under the Participatory Guarantee System (PGS) of India. 
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