
 

 

 
  



 

 

PREFACE 
It gives us great pleasure to release the first edition of the PRAVAHINI  (Monthly e-

Compendium & Weekly e-Periodicals of Current Affairs). The magazine‘s members have shown 
considerable cooperation as well as devotion. We at www.successmantra.in work tirelessly to 
create this magazine and bring it to you with a great sense of gratitude. 

The PRAVAHINI April -2021 eBook covers the current events that happened in the month of 
April. Current Affairs is a crucial component of any competitive exams including CLAT, AILET, 
DU-LLB, HM, CAT, IAS, PCS, SSC, Banking, MBA and various other competitive examinations. 

Current Affairs play the bigger role in many competitive and government exams. It holds the 
power of making or breaking your chance of success. Therefore, the candidates should cover the 
Current Affairs thoroughly and smartly. 

The PRAVAHINI April -2021 eBook is divided into different sections keeping in mind the need of 
various exams. The sections covered namely International, National, Economy, Ecology and 
Environment, Science & Technology, Legal Affairs, Sports, States News Makers and few others. 

We would also be pleased to receive any suggestion that could assist us with the upcoming 
editions. 

 Success mantra (GTB Nagar, Delhi) 
Website: www.successmantra.in 
Mail Id: info@successmantra.in 

 

http://www.successmantra.in/
http://www.successmantra.in/
mailto:info@successmantra.in
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS 

 

#OXYGEN CRISIS IN INDIA 
 
 With the COVID-19 crisis deepening every day, the shortage 

of Oxygen has become a major hindrance in India‘s fight 

against Coronavirus.  
 
 But as Central and State Governments scramble to procure 

enough oxygen for hospitals, demand for Oxygen 

Concentrators has also raised exponentially.  
 
 With rumours and speculations around Oxygen running short 

in hospital, several people have started thinking about buying 

these devices for home or group usage in times of crisis, 

without any medical understanding or prescription for the 

same.  
 
 Therefore, it is important now to understand what Oxygen Concentrators are and how are they different from 

Oxygen Cylinders that are usually used to supply medical oxygen. 
 
 Medical Oxygen: The second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic has severely affected the lungs of patients making 

them gasp for breath.  
 
 So to save the lives of patients, medical oxygen is used, which is 'high-purity oxygen' used for medical treatment 

such as, life support system, during anaesthesia, etc. The process to make medical oxygen takes place in the 

plant, where the air is cooled, and oxygen is distilled. 
 

About Oxygen Concentrators. 
 
 An oxygen concentrator draws in ambient air which is about 78 per cent Nitrogen and 21 per cent Oxygen and the 

remaining 1 per cent other gases. 
 
 The concentrator filters the room air through a sieve and releases back the nitrogen back into the atmosphere. 
 
 The oxygen retained in the concentrator is 90-95 per cent pure. It is compressed and given through a cannula. A 

pressure valve on the concentrators helps to monitor the supply which ranges from 1-10 litres per minute. 
 
 A report by WHO in 2015 stated that oxygen concentrators have been designed as such that they can provide a 

continuous supply of oxygen for 24 hours, 7 days a week. They can work for up to 5 years or more. 
 

Are Oxygen Concentrators beneficial for COVID-19 patients? 
 
 Experts say that the 90-95 per cent pure oxygen generated by these concentrators is useful for COVID-19 patients 

with mild to moderate symptoms with oxygen saturation levels above 88 per cent. 
 
 However, the patients in the ICU ward benefit only from 99 per cent Liquid Medical Oxygen. The oxygen from 

concentrators is not advisable for them. 
 
 Also, experts do not recommend attaching the concentrators to multiple patients as it poses a danger of cross-

infection. 
 

How are Oxygen Concentrators different from Oxygen Cylinders 
 

 Oxygen Concentrators are portable whereas oxygen cylinders are required to be stored and transported in 

cryogenic tankers. 
 
 Oxygen Concentrators work on the power supply to draw in room air and generate oxygen while oxygen 
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cylinders require refilling. 
 
 Oxygen concentrators are only capable of generating 5-10 litres of oxygen per minute hence not suitable for 

patients with a critical need for 40-50 litres of oxygen per minute. 
 
 What is the cost and maintenance of Concentrators versus Cylinders? 
 
 Oxygen Concentrators are available for Rs 40,000 – 90,000 while oxygen cylinders cost around Rs 8,000 – 20,000. 
 
 Oxygen Concentrators incur an additional cost of electricity and routine maintenance while oxygen cylinders 

involve refilling and transportation costs. 
 

 The Liquid Medical Oxygen (LMO) crisis during the second wave of Covid surge has been precipitated by a 

shortage of tankers and the daunting logistics of transportation from distant locations. 
 
 Liquid Medical Oxygen: It is high purity oxygen suitable for use in the human body. So, it is used for medical 

treatments. 

 This oxygen provides a basis for virtually all modern anaesthetic techniques, restores tissue oxygen 

tension by increasing the oxygen availability, aids cardiovascular stability, etc. 

 The World Health Organisation includes this on their List of Essential Medicines. 

 According to the Drug Prices Control Order, 2013, LMO is placed under the National List of Essential 

Medicines (NLEM). 

 LMO Production in India: India has a daily production capacity of at least 7,100 Metric Tonnes (MT) of 

oxygen, including for industrial use. 

 Due to the crisis, the production has been increased to 8,922 MT. And approximately daily sale is 7,017 MT. 

 The domestic production is expected to cross 9,250 MT per day by the end of April 2021. 

 Therefore, India appears to be producing sufficient oxygen to meet the current need. 

Reasons for the Crisis: 

 Distance of Production Plants: Most of the LMO plants are located in the east, leading to long transportation 

hauls and a turnaround time of at least 6-7 days for each tanker. Add to this the problem of states holding up 

tankers on the way. 

 Limited Tankers: At present, India has 1,224 LMO tankers with a cumulative capacity of 16,732 MT of LMO. 

This is grossly inadequate because at any given point, there are only 200 tankers in transit to meet a demand of 

3,500-4,000 MT. 

 Companies not Buying Cryogenic Tankers: Cryogenic tankers cost around Rs. 50 lakh each. Companies are not 

buying these tankers because once this wave is over, that investment will turn into losses. 

 Cryogenic Tankers: These are tankers which store medical oxygen at -180 degrees C, have double-skin vacuum-

insulated containers, including an inner vessel made of stainless steel. 

 Leakage and Irrational Use: In the past, the Health Ministry repeatedly demanded hospitals to reduce wastage 

and unnecessary oxygen use in Hospitals. Industrial experts also raised concerns over possible leakages in 

hospital pipelines that supply oxygen. 

 Black marketing of oxygen cylinders is another issue. 

 

 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/reasons-for-rising-covid-19-infections-second-wave
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/world-health-organization-who
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/essential-medicines#:~:text=Drug%20Prices%20Control%20Order%2C%202013,the%20National%20Pharmaceutical%20Pricing%20Authority.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/essential-medicines#:~:text=Drug%20Prices%20Control%20Order%2C%202013,the%20National%20Pharmaceutical%20Pricing%20Authority.
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Government Initiatives: 

 

 Oxygen Express: Trains to transport LMO and oxygen cylinders across the country have been started to 

fight the ongoing crisis. 

 

 Disaster Management Act 2005: The Ministry of Home Affairs invoked Disaster Management Act, 2005 (DM 

Act) and ordered free inter-state movement of oxygen carrying vehicles. 

 

 Restarting Plants: The government is restarting many closed plants to increase the supply of LMO, for 

example, Sterlite plant in Tamil Nadu will be reopened for 4 months to provide oxygen supply. 

 

 Use of Air Force: To speed up the transportation, Indian Air Force (IAF) is airlifting empty oxygen tankers 

and taking them to industrial units that have switched to producing medical grade oxygen. 

 

 Oxygen Enrichment Unit (OEU): It is developed by scientists of Council of Scientific and Industrial 

Research-National Chemical Laboratory (CSIR-NCL), and will help reduce the requirement of ventilators 

and oxygen cylinders in homecare, villages and remote places. Oxygen enrichment units have special 

significance in view of the Covid-19 pandemic. Patient recovery can be faster with supplemental oxygen in 

early stages. 

Ensuring an uninterrupted supply of oxygen: 

 The Home Secretary while commenting on the latest order referred that the various measures taken so far are to 

ensure the uninterrupted supply of oxygen across India. 
 
 He added that it was important to restrict the industrial usage of oxygen in order to ensure that the medical 

oxygen is available without any interruption. Necessary instructions in this regard were also issued on April 22, 

2021, for restricting the use of medical oxygen. 
 
 The Central Government after reviewing the oxygen supply situation decided that the use of liquid oxygen, 

including the existing stock, will be allowed for medical purposes only and also that all the manufacturing units 

must maximize their production of liquid oxygen. 

 
 

Supreme Court Task force for allocation of medical oxygen 
 
 The Supreme Court of India in an order passed on May 6, 2021, constituted a 12-member national task force that 

would assist with formulating a methodology for the allocation of medical oxygen to states and union territories 

during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
 The Supreme Court has constituted the national task force at a time when the country is experiencing a shortage 

of medical oxygen to handle the mounting cases of COVID-19. Hence, the Court devised the national task force 

in the spirit to set up an ‗effective and transparent mechanism‘ and ‗streamline the process‘ for allocating medical 

oxygen to all states and union territories. 
 
 A bench of Justices M R Shah and DY Chandrachud informed that the Union Cabinet Secretary will serve as the 

convenor of the national task force. The Secretary of the Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare will serve 

as an ex-officio member of the task force.  
 
 Sandeep Budhiraja, Max Healthcare, RandeepGuleria, AIIMS, and two IAS officers – one each from the Centre 

and the Delhi government, will also be part of the task force. 

 
 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/disaster-management-act-2005-invoked
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/disaster-management-act-2005-invoked
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/council-of-scientific-and-industrial-research
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/council-of-scientific-and-industrial-research
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/comprehensive-action-plan-for-covid-19
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12-member National Task Force: Key highlights 
 
 The task force will help the government with strategies and inputs to solve the challenges of the pandemic on a 

professional and transparent basis. 
 
 The task force will constitute sub-groups or committees within each state and UT that will consist of an officer of 

the State or UT government (not below the rank of Secretary to the State Govt.), an officer of the Centre (not below 

the rank of Additional/Joint Secretary), two medical doctors in the State/UT, and a representative from the 

Petroleum and Explosives Safety Organization (PESO). 
 
 The sub-groups or committees within each state and UT will audit to confirm if the supplies by the Centre 

reached the concerned state or UT, assess the efficiency of the distribution networks regarding supplies for 

healthcare institutions and hospitals, and determine if the available stocks are being dispersed in an effective, 

professional, and transparent mechanism. 
 
 The task force will not interfere or scrutinize the decisions of the doctors but only ensure the successful 

distribution of the supplies and oxygen to every state or UT. 
 
 The tenure of the task force has been set six months initially. The Centre has been asked to nominate two nodal 

officers who will be responsible for logistics, communication, and arrangement of virtual meetings of the task 

force. 
 
 The task force will be provided with complete and real-time data from the Centre and State governments. All the 

healthcare institutions and hospitals are advised to cooperate with the task force. 
 

Oxygen surplus state, Kerala: EDITORIAL 
 
 The Covid-19 second wave has disrupted the demand supply scenario of medical oxygen in several parts of the 

country. However, Kerala seems to be sitting pretty, thanks to the efforts of Petroleum and Explosive Safety 

Organisation (PESO) in augmenting capacity and plugging leakages. 

 The achievement has been made possible through concerted efforts to set up oxygen plants and maintain the 

existing ASU (Air Separation Unit) plants and manufacturing plants both in public and private sectors over the 

past one year. 

 Allaying fears of an oxygen scarcity, RVenugopal, Deputy Chief Controller of Explosives, PESO, Nodal officer 

(Medical Oxygen Monitoring), Kerala & Lakshadweep) said the State has a stock of 430 tonneswith a daily 

supply of 140 tonnes. Currently, there are 11 Air Separation Units (ASU) for filling cylinders from gaseous oxygen 

and there is capacity to spare. The total production capacity of Kerala is 204.75 tonnes a day. About 52 tonnes is 

needed for Covid treatment and for non-covid care 45 tonnes, he said. 

 PESO has approved the trial run for one more ASU at Palakkad that has a production capacity of 260 m3/hour 

gaseous oxygen and a liquid medical oxygen storage of 40 kilolitres. Besides, the agency has given approval for 

another ASU plant in Thiruvananthapuram to produce 130 m3/hour gaseous oxygen and a liquid medical oxygen 

storage of 33 kl, which would start functioning shortly, he said. 

 It may be recalled that Kerala had to depend on the neighbouring Tamil Nadu and Karnataka for liquid oxygen 

requirements. In 2019, PESO granted licence to set up a 149-tonne plant of Inox India to ensure regular supply of 

oxygen in the State. 

 ―It was an online news report highlighting the shortage of medical oxygen in Italy in the Covid times last year 

that prompted me to augment the capacity of oxygen plants in Kerala‖, Venugopal told ―I had convened a 

meeting with liquid oxygen manufacturers in March 2020 to step up production so as to meet any emergencies 

eventualities with the spread of virus. They were asked to provide daily reports on the production and storage 

status including that of private hospitals. 
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 The public sector Kerala Minerals and Metals Ltd which set up a plant in September 2020 is producing seven 

tonnes per day, Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited-Kochi Refinery produces three tonnes in association with 

Air Products, while the Cochin Shipyard produces another 5.45 tonnes, he added. 

 Industry sources pointed out that that BPCL has offered to enhance its medical oxygen supply by converting its 

gaseous oxygen into medical cylinders. As it requires high pressure compressors, the petroleum marketing 

company is studying the feasibility of the project and once it is materialised, the supply of oxygen to the State 

would be further increased. 

 

#PM MODI INAUGURATED RAISINA DIALOGUE 
 
 Prime Minister Modi inaugurated the 6th edition of the Raisina 

Dialogue on April 13, 2021. The inaugural session of the dialogue 

was also joined by the Prime Minister of Denmark, Mette 

Frederiksen, and the President of Rwanda, Paul Kagame. 
 
 Raisina Dialogue 2021 will be held in a virtual mode from April 13 to 

April 16. The Dialogue is India‘s flagship conference on 

geoeconomics and geopolitics and is held annually since 2016. The 

Dialogue is jointly organised by the External Affairs Ministry and 

Observer Research Foundation. 
 
 One of the subsequent session was also joined by the Prime Minister 

of Australia, Scott Morrison. Because of the exceptional 

circumstances due to the Coronavirus pandemic, the dialogue is being conducted in a virtual mode. 
 

PM Modi addresses Raisina Dialogue 2021: 
 
 As the world sees the second wave of Coronavirus, PM Modi while addressing the 6th edition of Raisian 

Dialogue 2021 stated that the event is taking place at a watershed moment in human history. He added that a 

global pandemic has been ravaging the world. The last such global pandemic was almost a century ago. 
 
 He further mentioned that even though humanity has faced many infectious diseases, the world today is still 

unprepared to face and handle the Coronavirus pandemic.  
 
 PM Modi added that our researchers, scientists, and industry have answered some of the questions. Many 

solutions have emerged and many more are yet to come.   
 
 Prime Minister during his address also highlighted India's struggles during the pandemic. He mentioned that 

in our own humble way, within our own limited resources, we in India have tried to walk the talk. India tried to 

protect its own 1.3 billion people and at the same time also tried to support the pandemic response efforts of 

others.  
 
 PM Modi emphasized that the pandemic will not be defeated unless all of us, regardless of the color of our 

passports, come out of it. This is why despite many constraints, India supplied Coronavirus vaccines to over 80 

countries. 
 

Theme of Raisina Dialogue 2021: 
 
 According to the statement released by the Ministry of External Affairs, the theme of Raisina Dialogue 2021 is 

‗#ViralWorld: Outbreaks, Outliers, and Out of Control‘. 
 

Raisina Dialogue 2021 
 
 The event will be seeing the presence of Former PM of Sweden, Carl Bildt; Former Prime Minister of Australia, 

Anthony Abbott and Former Prime Minister of New Zealand, Helen Clark. 
 
 The Foreign Ministers of Slovenia, Portugal, Singapore, Romania, Nigeria, Italy, Sweden, Japan, Kenya, 

Australia, Chile, Iran, Maldives, Bhutan, and Qatar will also be participating in the event. 
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 The 6th edition of the dialogue will have 50 sessions with the participation of 150 speakers from 50 different 

countries as well as multilateral organisations. 
 
 More than 2000 attendees from over 80 countries have already pre-registered. A large number of participants 

are likely to join the dialogue through various social media platforms. 
 

About Raisina Dialogue: 
 
 It is a multilateral conference which is held every year in New Delhi, India. The Dialogue by India is designed 

on the lines of the Shangri-La Dialogue of Singapore. 
 
 Raisina Dialogue was first held in 2016 and since its inception, it has emerged as India‘s flagship conference on 

geoeconomics and geopolitics. 
 
 It is structured as a cross-sectoral discussion, multi-stakeholder, which involves a variety of global 

policymakers including Cabinet Ministers, heads of state as well as local government officials. Apart from it, the 

dialogue also welcomes major sector executives, as well as the members of academia and media. 
 
 The name Raisina Dialogue comes from Raisina Hill. It is an elevation in New Delhi, the seat of the 

Government of India and the Presidential Palace of India, RashtrapatiBhavan. 
 
 What is the goal of the Raisina Dialogue? 

 
 Raisina Dialogue is India‘s contribution to the global efforts for discovering solutions, providing stability, and 

identifying opportunities to a century that has already witnessed an eventful two decades. 
 

The Conference addresses the most challenging issues faced by the international community. The global leaders, 

during the dialogue, discuss cooperation on a wide range of significant international policy matters. 

 
 Since its inception in 2016, the dialogue has been able to attract leading minds from the global strategic and 

policy-making community for discussing broader foreign policy as well as strategic issues facing the world. 

 

#GOI LAUNCHED MANAS APP FOR MENTAL WELL BEING 
 
Recently, the government of India launched a mobile app, MANAS (Mental Health and Normalcy Augmentation 

System) to promote mental wellbeing across age groups. 
 
 MANAS was endorsed as a national program by the Prime Minister‘s Science, Technology, and Innovation 

Advisory Council (PM-STIAC). 
 
 PM-STIAC: It is an overarching Council that facilitates the Principal Scientific Adviser‘s Office to assess the 

status in specific science and technology domains, comprehend challenges in hand, formulate specific 

interventions, develop a futuristic roadmap and advise the Prime Minister accordingly. 
 

About: 
 

 It is a comprehensive, scalable, and national digital wellbeing platform and an app developed to augment 

mental well-being of Indian citizens. 
 
 It integrates the health and wellness efforts of various government ministries, scientifically validated 

indigenous tools with gamified interfaces developed/researched by various national bodies and research 

institutions. 
 
 It is based on life skills and core psychological processes, with universal accessibility, delivering age-

appropriate methods and promoting positive attitude focusing on wellness. 
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Developed By: 
 
 National Institute of Mental Health and Neuro Sciences (NIMHANS) Bengaluru, Armed Forces Medical 

College (AFMC) Pune and Centre for Development of Advanced Computing(C-DAC) Bengaluru. 
 
 
 Beneficiaries: Catering to the overall wellbeing of people of all age groups, the initial version of MANAS 

focuses on promoting positive mental health in the age group of 15-35 years. 
 
 
 Aim: To build a healthier and happier community, to empower it to nurture its innate potential for 

building a Swasth and Atmanirbhar Bharat. 
 
 
 Motto of MANAS:Uttam Mann, Saksham Jan. 
 

Mental Health in India 
 
 Data Analysis: A report published in The Lancet Psychiatry in February 2020 indicates that in 2017, there 

were 197.3 million people with mental disorders in India. 

 The top mental illnesses were depressive disorder (45.7 million) and anxiety disorder (44.9 million). 

 The contribution of mental disorders to the total Disability-Adjusted Life Years (DALYs) in India increased 

from 2.5% in 1990 to 4.7% in 2017. 

 Depressive disorder and anxiety disorder contributed the most to the total mental disorders DALYs. 

 DALYs: The burden of disability associated with a disease or disorder can be measured in units called DALYs. 

 DALYs represent the total number of years lost to illness, disability, or premature death within a given 

population. 

 Other Indian Initiatives to Improve Mental Health: 
 

The Mental Health Care Act (MHCA) 2017: 
 
 The Mental Health Care Act (MHCA) 2017 came into force in 2018 to meet the requirements of the United 

Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities which India ratified in 2007. 
 
 KIRAN: The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has launched a 24/7 toll-free helpline to provide 

support to people facing anxiety, stress, depression, suicidal thoughts and other mental health concerns. 
 

Manodarpan Initiative: 
 
 Manodarpan is an initiative of the Ministry of Education under Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan. 
 
 It is aimed to provide psychosocial support to students, family members and teachers for their mental health 

and well-being during the times of Covid-19. 
 
 NIMHANS RAAH APP: It is a one-stop source of data on mental health centres and professionals. It is 

developed by the NIMHANS. 

 

#SUPPLY CHAIN RESILIENCE INITIATIVE 
 
The Trade Ministers of India, Japan and Australia have formally launched 

the Supply Chain Resilience Initiative (SCRI). 
 
 The SCRI aims to create a virtuous cycle of enhancing supply chain 

resilience with a view to eventually attaining strong, sustainable, 

balanced and inclusive growth in the Indo-Pacific region. 
 
 The trio (India, Japan and Australia) along with the US makes Quad 

grouping. 

 
 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/indian-brain-templates-nimhans
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/jatan-virtual-museum-software
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/atma-nirbhar-bharat-abhiyan-challenges
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/mental-healthcare
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/un-principles-for-people-with-disabilities
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/un-principles-for-people-with-disabilities
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/kiran-mental-health-rehabilitation-helpline
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/manodarpan-mental-health-initiative
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/comprehensive-action-plan-for-covid-19
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/quad-meeting-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/quad-meeting-1
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Supply Chain Resilience (Concept): 
 
 Meaning: In the context of international trade, supply chain resilience is an approach that helps a country to 

ensure that it has diversified its supply risk across a clutch of supplying nations  instead of being dependent 

on just one or a few. 
 
 Importance: In unanticipated events -whether natural, such as volcanic eruptions, tsunamis, earthquakes or 

even a pandemic; or manmade, such as an armed conflict in a region — that disrupt supplies from a particular 

country or even intentional halts to trade, could adversely impact economic activity in the destination 

country. 
 

Supply Chain Resilience Initiative: 
 
 Background: The Covid-19 pandemic was having an unprecedented impact in terms of lives lost, livelihoods 

and economies affected, and that the pandemic had revealed supply chain vulnerabilities globally and in the 

region. 
 

About: 
 
 Objectives: To attract foreign direct investment to turn the Indo-Pacific into an ―economic powerhouse‖. 

 To build a mutually complementary relationship among partner countries. 

 To work out a plan to build on the existential supply chain network. Japan and India, for example, have an 

India-Japan competitiveness partnership dealing with locating the Japanese companies in India. 

 Features: The SCRI, first proposed by Japan, aims to reduce dependence on China amid a likelihood of 

rechurning of supply chains in the Indo-Pacific region amid the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 Initially, SCRI will focus on sharing best practices on supply chain resilience and holding investment 

promotion events and buyer-seller matching events to provide opportunities for stakeholders to explore the 

possibility of diversification of their supply chains. 

 Joint measures may include supporting the enhanced utilisation of digital technology and trade and 

investment diversification. 

 Expansion of the SCRI may be considered based on consensus, if needed, in due course. The ministers have 

decided to convene at least once a year to provide guidance to the implementation and development of the 

SCRI. 

 This assumes significance in the wake of Japan's keenness to onboard the ASEAN in the 

initiative, something that India has opposed. 

 India wants to safeguard its interests from China‘s indirect influence through the bloc (ASEAN) as it builds 

on its self-reliance through reduced dependence on imports. 
 

Significance to India: 
 

 Following the border tensions with China, partners such as Japan have sensed that India may be ready for 

dialogue on alternative supply chains. 

 China still remains a large source of critical imports for India, from mobile phone components to 

pharmaceutical ingredients. An internal push to suddenly cut links with China would be impractical. 

 Over time, if India enhances self-reliance or works with exporting nations other than China, it could build 

resilience into the economy‘s supply networks. 

 Way Forward 

 It will help boost India‘s manufacturing competitiveness and increase its share in world trade. In this pursuit, 

there is a need to create an infrastructure that raises the competitiveness of India‘s exports. 

 While India appears an attractive option for potential investors both as a market and as a manufacturing base, 

it needs to accelerate progress in ease of doing business and in skill building. 
 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/tsunami-ready-programme-unesco-ioc
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper1/earthquake-4
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/asean


SM PRAVAHINI MONTHLY COMPENDIUM - APRIL 2021                                                                          

 

WWW.SUCCESSMANTRA.IN 11 
 

NITI AAYOG‘S DRAFT NATIONAL MIGRANT LABOUR POLICY 
 
Spurred by the exodus of 10 million migrants (as per government estimates) from big cities during the Covid-19 

lockdown, NITI Aayog, along with a working subgroup of officials and members of civil society, has prepared a 

Draft National Migrant Labour policy. 
 

Positives of Draft Policy 
 
 Due Recognition: Intent to better recognise migrants‘ contribution to the economy and support them in their 

endeavours.  
 

 Radical Ideas: It puts forward several radical ideas, including the adoption of a rights-based approach and 

establishing an additional layer of institutions to create a more enabling policy environment for migrants.  
 

 Dedicated Unit: It proposes a new National Migration Policy and the formation of a special unit within the 

Labour Ministry to work closely with other ministries.  
 

 Helps bring Convergence across departments: The new structure would bring about much-needed convergence 

across line departments and would be a huge step towards a universal understanding of the causes and effects of 

migration as well as the interventions needed. 
 

 Focus on implementation: The draft policy calls for improving the record on the implementation of the country‘s 

many labour laws that have, by and large, failed to make a difference to the lives of labour migrants.  
 

 Multiple laws considered: It discusses at length the provisions under the Equal Remuneration Act, The Bonded 

Labour Act, the Building and Other Construction Workers Act and the Interstate Migrant Workmen Act, among 

others. 
 

 International Responsibilities addressed: It invokes the ILO‘s Decent Work Agenda as well as the Sustainable 

Development Goals which aim to protect labour rights.  
 

 Significance of data realized: It acknowledges the challenges of welfare provision to a highly fragmented 

migrant workforce due to recruitment patterns and the lack of data. It refers to the importance of collective action 

and unions and there are detailed plans for improving the data on short-term migration, especially seasonal and 

circular migration. 
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Issues associated 
 
 The policy does not delve deeper into the causes underlying the poor implementation of labour laws that are 

linked to the political economy of recruitment and placement. It does not talk about gender differences in 

employment.  
 

 Domestic workers are one of the most important occupations for migrant women. They have been ignored. 
 

 Controlling tribal migration goes against the objective of recognising migrant agency to help tribal migrants to 

access the opportunities offered by migration. 

 

#TRIBAL HEALTH INITIATIVE ‗ANAMAYA‘ 
 
 Union Health and Family Welfare Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan along 

with Union Minister of Tribal Affairs Arjun Munda launched 

the Tribal Health Collaborative ‗Anamaya‘ through a video 

conference on April 07, 2021. 
 
 A statement by the Union Health Ministry mentioned, ―This multi-

stakeholder initiative ‗Anamaya‘ will converge efforts of various 

government agencies and organizations to enhance the health and 

nutrition status of the tribal communities of India.‖ 
 
 Harsh Vardhan appreciated the efforts of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs 

to ensure holistic health for the tribal communities. He said, ―In the 

past one year, several efforts have been made by the Health Ministry to 

jointly address the health gaps of the tribal communities with the 

Ministry of Tribal Affairs.  
 
 Recently, the Tribal Tuberculosis Initiative was launched by both the Ministries to fulfil the PM‘s goal of ‗TB 

Mukt Bharat‘ by 2025, five years ahead of the global deadline.‖ 
 
 The union minister also called on the senior leaders to create a similar level of awareness for TB just as it is for 

COVID-19. He mentioned that there will efforts to address other critical diseases prevalent in the tribal 

communities such as sickle cell disease, malaria, anaemia, malnutrition. 
 
 He highlighted that though India has witnessed a huge improvement in the level of quality and access to 

healthcare services in the last decade, the tribal population still lacks access to health facilities and health care 

providers due to cultural and language differences, poor treatment-seeking behaviour, shortage of human 

resources, difficult terrain, etc. 
 
 Present at the launch event, Union Minister of Tribal Affairs Arjun Munda also spoke about the relentless 

efforts by the Tribal Affairs Ministry to address the health challenges of the tribal communities, engaging with 

State governments, civil society organizations and other stakeholders. 
 

About the Tribal Health Collaborative ‗Anamaya‘ 
 
 It is a multi-stakeholder initiative launched by the Union Health Ministry in collaboration with the Union 

Minister of Tribal Affairs on April 07,2021. 
 
 The collaborative is in association with Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation (BMFG) and Piramal Foundation. 

This collaborative aims at enhancing the health and nutrition eco-system of the tribal communities of India by 

converging efforts of various Government agencies and organizations. 
 
 With this collaborative, the Ministry will work on setting up the National Council on Tribal Health and a 

Tribal Health Cell to monitor healthcare needs in the tribal areas as well as implement the Tribal Health Action 

Plan. 



SM PRAVAHINI MONTHLY COMPENDIUM - APRIL 2021                                                                          

 

WWW.SUCCESSMANTRA.IN 13 
 

#SANKALP SE SIDDHI DRIVE: TRIFED 
 
The Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India 

(TRIFED), under the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, has launched ―Sankalp 

se Siddhi‖ - Village and Digital Connect Drive. 
 
 The main aim of this drive is to activate the Van DhanVikasKendras 

(VDVKs) in the villages. 
 

About Sankalp se Siddhi Drive: 
 
 The drive will entail 150 teams (10 in each region from TRIFED and 

State Implementation Agencies/Mentoring Agencies/Partners) 

visiting ten villages each. 

 Thus, 100 villages in each region and 1500 villages in the country will 

be covered. 

 The visiting teams will also identify locations and shortlist potential Van DhanVikasKendras for clustering 

as TRIFOOD, and SFURTI units as larger enterprises. 

 Scheme of Fund for Regeneration of Traditional Industries (SFURTI) is a scheme of the Ministry of Micro, 

Small & Medium Enterprises (MSME). 

 Rs. 200 crore Sales during the next 12 months is targeted as a result of this initiative once the VDVKs are 

activated in these 1500 villages. 

 The teams will also identify tribal artisans and other groups and empanel them as suppliers so that they can 

have access to larger markets through the Tribes India network – both physical outlets and TribesIndia.com. 
 

Other Involvements of the TRIFED: 
 
 Village and Digital Connect Initiative: To ensure that existing schemes and initiatives reach the 

tribals, TRIFED‘s regional officials across the country have been visiting identified villages with a significant 

tribal population. 
 
 Schemes for Ensuring Fair Prices to Tribals: Schemes such as Mechanism for Marketing of Minor Forest 

Produce (MFP) Through Minimum Support Price (MSP) and Development of Value Chain for 

MFP provide MSP to gatherers of forest produces. 
 
 The schemes ensure sustainability of the resource base by addressing the problems that tribals face such as 

perishable nature of the produce, lack of holding capacity, lack of marketing infrastructure, exploitation by 

middlemen, etc. 
 

Tech ForTribals: 
 
 Tech For Tribals program aims to transform 5 crore Tribal Entrepreneurs by capacity building and imparting 

entrepreneurship skills to tribal forest produce gatherers enrolled under the Pradhan Mantri Van Dhan Yojana 

(PMVDY). 

 The Van DhanVikas Yojana is an initiative of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs and TRIFED. It was launched to 

improve tribal incomes through value addition of tribal products. 

 The program will ensure higher success rate of the Tribal Entrepreneurs by enabling and empowering them to 

run their business with marketable products with quality certifications. 
 

Van DhanVikasKendras: 
 
 Van DhanVikasKendras have been provided by Van DhanVikas Yojana. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/apeda-trifed
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/apeda-trifed
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/scheme-of-fund-for-regeneration-of-traditional-industries#:~:text=The%20Ministry%20of%20MSME%20is,competitive%20and%20increase%20their%20income.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/scheme-of-fund-for-regeneration-of-traditional-industries#:~:text=The%20Ministry%20of%20MSME%20is,competitive%20and%20increase%20their%20income.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/msp-hiked-for-minor-forest-produce#:~:text=MFP%2Drich%20districts.-,Minor%20Forest%20Produce%20(MFP),live%20in%20or%20near%20forests.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/msp-hiked-for-minor-forest-produce#:~:text=MFP%2Drich%20districts.-,Minor%20Forest%20Produce%20(MFP),live%20in%20or%20near%20forests.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/minimum-support-price-for-crops#:~:text=One%20of%20the%20major%20demands,of%20the%20cost%20of%20production.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/van-dhan-internship-programme
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/van-dhan-internship-programme
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 Van DhanVikas Kendra (VDVKs) are for providing skill upgradation and capacity building training to 

tribals and setting up of primary processing and value addition facilities. 

 
 Tribals are trained here and then provided with working capital to add value to the products, which they 

collect from the jungle. 

 
 TRIFOOD Scheme: It is a joint initiative of the Ministry of Food Processing Industry, Ministry of Tribal 

Affairs and TRIFED and it promotes value addition to MFP. 

 
 

#ATTACK OF MAOIST IN SUKMA, CHHATTISGARH 
 
A team of security forces was attacked by a People‘s Liberation Guerilla 

Army (PLGA) unit in the Tarrem area near the Sukma-Bijapur district 

border, Chhattisgarh. Several security personnel were killed and many 

were injured. 
 
 PLGA was founded in 2000. It has been declared as a terrorist 

organisation and banned under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 

Act-1967 (UAPA). 
 

About the Sukma District: 
 
 Located in the southern tip of the state of Chhattisgarh, the district 

was carved out of Dantewada in the year 2012. It is covered with 

the semi-tropical forest and is a mainland of tribal community Gond. 

 One major river that flows through the district is Sabari (a tributary 

of Godavari river). 

 Over a few decades, this region has become a fostering ground for Left Wing Extremism (LWE) activities. 

 Uneven terrains and the tricky geographic locations made this region a safer hideout for the LWE activists. 
 

Left Wing Extremism in India: 
 
 Left-wing extremists, popularly known as Maoists worldwide and as Naxalites in India. 

 The term Naxalism derives its name from the village Naxalbari of West Bengal. It originated as a rebellion 

against local landlords who bashed a peasant over a land dispute. 

 The rebellion was initiated in 1967, with an objective of rightful redistribution of the land to working peasants 

under the leadership of KanuSanyal and Jagan Santhal. 

 The movement has spread across the Eastern India in less developed areas of states such as Chhattisgarh, 

Odisha and Andhra Pradesh. 

 It is considered that Naxals support Maoist political sentiments and ideology. 

 Maoism is a form of communism developed by Mao Tse Tung. It is a doctrine to capture State power through 

a combination of armed insurgency, mass mobilization and strategic alliances. 
 

Reasons for Left Wing Extremism: 
 
 Tribal Discontent: The Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 has been used to target tribals, who depend on forest 

produce for their living. 

 Massive displacement of tribal population in the naxalism-affected states due to development projects, 

mining operations and other reasons. 
 

Gaps in the Socio-Economic system of the Country: 
 
 Government measures its success on the basis of the number of violent attacks rather than the development 

done in the naxal-affected areas. Absence of strong technical intelligence to fight with naxalites. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/unlawful-activities-prevention-act-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/unlawful-activities-prevention-act-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/gond-tribe
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/godavari-river-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/left-wing-extremism-in-india
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 Infrastructural problems, for instance, some villages are not yet connected properly with any communication 

network. 

 No Follow-Up from Administration: It is seen that even after police take hold of a region, administration fails 

to provide essential services to the people of that region. 
 

Government Initiatives to Fight LWE: 
 
 Greyhounds: It was raised in 1989 as an elite anti-naxal force. 

 Operation Green Hunt: It was started in 2009-10 and massive deployment of security forces was done in the 

naxal-affected areas. 

 LWE Mobile Tower Project: To improve mobile connectivity in the LWE areas, the Government in 2014, 

approved installation of mobile towers in LWE affected States. 

 Aspirational Districts Programme: Launched in 2018, it aims to rapidly transform the districts that have 

shown relatively lesser progress in key social areas. 

 SAMADHAN: It stands for 

 S- Smart Leadership, 

 A- Aggressive Strategy, 

 M- Motivation and Training, 

 A- Actionable Intelligence, 

 D- Dashboard Based KPIs (Key Performance Indicators) and KRAs (Key Result Areas), 

 H- Harnessing Technology, 

 A- Action plan for each Theatre, and 

 N- No access to Financing. 

 This doctrine is the one-stop solution for the LWE problem. It encompasses the entire strategy of government 

from short-term policy to long-term policy formulated at different levels. 
 

Conclusion 
 
 Though the number of incidents of LWE violence has come down in the recent past, continued efforts and 

focus are needed in eliminating such groups. 

 Government needs to ensure two things; security of the peace-loving people and the development of the 

naxalism-affected regions. 

 Centre and states should continue with their coordinated efforts in development and security both where 

Centre should play a supportive role with state police forces taking the lead. 

 Government needs to undertake technological solutions such as the use of drones to minimize loss of lives of 

security personnel. 

 

#INDIA & FRANCE NAVAL EXERCISE ‗VARUNA‘ 
 
 The 19th edition of the Indian and French Navy bilateral 

exercise ‗Varuna-2021‘ has started in the Arabian Sea on April 

25, 2021. 
 
 According to the official release, the exercise will also showcase 

the increased level of coordination, synergy and interoperability 

between the friendly navies of India and France. 
 
 The three-days exercise between the navies of two countries 

will be seeing high tempo-level operations at the sea, which will 

include advanced anti-submarine and air defence exercises, 

tactical manoeuvres, intense fixed and rotary wing flying 

operations, underway replenishment, surface and anti-air 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/aspirational-districts-programme
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weapon firings and other maritime security operations. 
 
 The 19th edition of the Indian and French Navy bilateral exercise ‗VARUNA-2021‘ is scheduled to be conducted 

in the Arabian Sea from 25th to 27th April 2021. 
 

Objective: 
 
 The units of the two navies in the Varuna bilateral naval exercise will endeavor to enhance their war fighting 

skills in order to demonstrate their ability as an integrated force to promote security, peace and stability in the 

maritime domain. 
 

Key Highlights: 
 
 The Indian navy will be led by the Flag Officer Commanding Western Fleet Rear Admiral Ajay Kochhar. While, 

the French navy will be led by the Commander Task Force 473, Rear Admiral Marc Aussedat. 
 
 From the Indian side, guided-missile frigates INS Talwar and INS Tarkarsh, guided-missile stealth destroyer 

INS Kolkata, Fleet Support Ship INS Deepak, with Chetak Integral Helicopters, P81 Long Range Maritime 

Patrol Aircraft and a Kalvari Class Submarine will be participating in the exercise. 
 
 From the French Navy side, E2C Hawkeye aircraft and helicopters Dauphin and Caiman M embarked, aircraft 

carrier Charles-de-Gaulle with Rafale M Fighter, Aquitaine-class multi missions frigate FNS Provence with 

Caiman M Helicopter embarked, Horizon-class air defence destroyer Chevalier Paul, and command and supply 

ship Var. 
 
 On the completion of the Varuna exercise, the guided-missile frigate INS Tarkashof the Indian Navy will 

continue to exercise with the Carrier Strike Group of the French Navy from April 28 to May 1, 2021, for best 

practices and enhance interoperability. 
 
 During this time, the ship will also be taking part in the advanced anti-submarine, surface, and air-defence 

operations with the French Navy. 

 

#PROJECT DANTAK: BORDER ROADS ORGANIZATION 
 
Recently, Project DANTAK which is one of the oldest Projects of 

the Border Roads Organisation (BRO) commemorated its Diamond 

Jubilee in Bhutan. 
 
 Over 1,200 DANTAK personnel laid down their lives while 

constructing important infrastructure in Bhutan. 

 About: Project DANTAK was established on 24th April1961. It was a 

result of the visionary leadership of the third King of Bhutan and 

then Prime Minister of India Jawahar Lal Nehru. 

 DANTAK was tasked to construct the pioneering motorable roads. 
 

Achievements: 
 
 Road Connectivity: Over the years, the Project has completed approximately 1600 km of blacktopped roads and 

120 km of tracks in Bhutan with 5000 meters of bridges over them. 

 Other Projects Executed: Include the construction of Paro Airport, Yonphula Airfield, Thimphu – Trashigang 

Highway, Telecommunication & Hydro Power Infrastructure, Sherubtse College, Kanglung and India House 

Estate. 

 Medical and Education Facilities: The medical and education facilities established by DANTAK in far flung 

areas were often the first in those locations. 
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 Food Outlets: The food outlets along the road introduced the Bhutanese to Indian delicacies and developed a 

sweet tooth in them. 
 

Indo-Bhutan Relationship: 
 
 Indo-Bhutan Treaty of Peace and Friendship, 1949: The Treaty provides for, among other things, perpetual 

peace and friendship, free trade and commerce and equal justice to each other‘s citizens. 

 In 2007, the treaty was re-negotiated, and provisions were included to encourage Bhutan‘s sovereignty, 

abolishing the need to take India‘s guidance on foreign policy. 

 Multilateral Partnership: Both of them share multilateral forums such as South Asian Association for Regional 

Cooperation (SAARC), BBIN (Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, and Nepal), BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for 

Multi Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation) etc. 

 Economic Partnership:Mutually beneficial hydro-power cooperation with Bhutan forms the core of bilateral 

economic cooperation. 

 The 720 MW Mangdechhu was commissioned in August 2019. HEPs namely, 1200 MW Punatsangchhu-I, 1020 

MW Punatsangchhu-II and Kholongchhu HEP (600 MWs) are under various stages of implementation. 

 India is Bhutan's largest trading partner. 

 
 

Border Roads Organisation 
 
 BRO was conceived and raised in 1960 by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru for coordinating the speedy development 

of a network of roads in the North and the North Eastern border regions of the country. 

 It works under the administrative control of the Ministry of Defence. 

 It has diversified into a large spectrum of construction and development works comprising airfields, building 

projects, defence works and tunneling and has endeared itself to the people. 
 

Some Recent Achievements: 
 
 Atal Tunnel: It is located in Himachal Pradesh‘s Rohtang pass. It connects Solang Valley near Manali to Sissu in 

Lahaul and Spiti district. 

 Nechiphu Tunnel: Foundation stone was laid on the Balipara-Charduar-Tawang (BCT) road in West Kameng 

district of Arunachal Pradesh. 

 Daporijo Bridge: It is over Subansiri river in Arunachal Pradesh. 

 Kasowal Bridge: It is over Ravi river. It connects Kasowal enclave in Punjab along the India - Pakistan border to 

the rest of the country. 

 Darbuk-Shyok-Daulat Beg Oldie Road: It connects Leh via the villages of Darbuk and Shyok at southern 

Shyok River Valley, with the Daulat Beg Oldi (DBO) post near the northern border. 

 Barsi Bridge (longest bridge on Manali–Leh highway): It is built on Bagga river, which joins with Chandra 

river at Tandi in Lahaul to flow down into Jammu & Kashmir as the Chenab. 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/south-asian-association-for-regional-cooperation-saarc
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/south-asian-association-for-regional-cooperation-saarc
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/india-bangladesh-relationship
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/drishti-specials-important-international-bimstec
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/drishti-specials-important-international-bimstec
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/atal-tunnel
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/daporijo-bridge
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/kasowal-bridge-on-river-ravi#:~:text=The%20Border%20Roads%20Organisation%20(BRO,the%20Project%20Chetak%20of%20BRO.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/darbuk-shyok-daulat-beg-oldie-road
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#NATIONAL PENSION SYSTEM: PENSION SCHEME 
 
Given the dominance of informal employment in India, the Employees‘ 

Provident Fund Organisation, which is contingent on a formal employer-

employee relationship, only covers a fraction of the workforce. 
 

About New Pension Scheme 
 
 Started as the New Pension Scheme for government employees in 2004 

under a new regulator called the Pension Fund Regulatory and 

Development Authority (PFRDA), the National Pension System (NPS) 

has been open for individuals from all walks of life to participate and 

build a retirement nest-egg 
 

 The NPS has been gradually growing in size and now manages ₹5.78 lakh crore of savings and 4.24 crore 

accounts in multiple savings schemes.  
 

 Of these, over 3.02 crore accounts are part of the Atal Pension Yojana (APY), a government-backed scheme for 

workers in the unorganised sector that assures a fixed pension payout after retirement. 
 

 The rest constitute voluntary savings from private sector employees and self-employed individuals, for whom 

some significant changes are on the anvil. 
 

What overhaul is the PFRDA planning? 
 
 Annuitisation of Savings: The law regulating the NPS allows members to withdraw just 60% of their 

accumulated savings at the time of retirement. With the remaining 40%, it is mandatory to buy an annuity 

product that provides a fixed monthly income to retirees till their demise.  
 

 Exemption to annuitisation: Members who accumulate up to ₹2 lakh in their NPS account at the time of 

retirement are exempted from the mandatory annuitisation, and can withdraw the full amount. 
 

 Proposal for New Exemption Limit: Recently, PFRDA chairman said this limit will soon be revised to ₹5 lakh.  
 

 Suppose somebody reached ₹2.1 lakh at retirement, he will get an annuity component of ₹84,000 (40% of 

corpus), which, today, will give an income of ₹400 or ₹450 a month. So, now, PFRDA will allow those with 

savings up to ₹5 lakh to take the entire corpus out if they choose. 
 

 More Flexibility: PFRDA has now proposed to give members a choice to retain 40% of their corpus with the NPS 

fund managers even after retirement. This, the PFRDA chief believes, will allow them to get better returns, and 

these savings can be paid out to members over 15 years through something like the systematic withdrawal plan 

offered by mutual funds.  
 

 Relaxation in age norms: Age restrictions to join the NPS are also being eased to allow people to join the scheme 

up to the age of 70 years, from 65 years earlier.  
 

 Additional Fund Managers: At least three more fund managers are expected to be appointed soon, which will 

take the total managers to ten.  
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 While this change shall need Parliament‘s nod, the expansion of the annuity-free withdrawal limit from ₹2 lakh 

to ₹5 lakh is being done immediately. 
 

What prompted this rethink? 
 
 Complaints from NPS Subscribers: Falling interest rates and poor returns offered by annuity products had 

triggered complaints from some members and experts about the compulsory annuitisation clause.  
 

 Poor returns: Since annuities are taxable, deducting the tax and factoring in the inflation means annuities are 

yielding negative returns. With retail inflation running at about 5%-6% over the past year, the returns on 

annuities are, in fact, negative, even if one does not factor in the tax.  
 

What is the impact of changes being made? 
 
 To avoid forcing people into such an unattractive investment, the regulator has tweaked its rules so as to allow 

better returns to its pension subscribers. 
 

 The flexibility of the pension system will enable more people to invest in NPS as it will be considered as safe 

&risk free return on their savings. 
 

 Appointment of additional fund managers shows that government is serious about expanding 

 

#NATIONAL RARE DISEASE POLICY, 2021 
 
Recently, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has approved 

the National Rare Disease Policy 2021. 

 
 Earlier, the Delhi High Court had directed the Centre to set up a 

Rare Diseases Committee, a Rare Diseases Fund and to finalise and 

notify the National Health Policy for Rare Diseases on or before 31st 

March, 2021. 
 
 Aim:To increase focus on indigenous research and local 

production of medicines.To lower the cost of treatment of rare 

diseases.To screen and detect rare diseases early at early stages, which will in turn help in their prevention. 
 

Major Provisions of the Policy: 
 
 Categorization: 

 The policy has categorised rare diseases in three groups: 

 Group 1: Disorders amenable to one-time curative treatment. 

 Group 2: Those requiring long term or lifelong treatment. 

 Group 3: Diseases for which definitive treatment is available but challenges are to make optimal patient 

selection for benefit, very high cost and lifelong therapy. 
 

Financial Support: 
 
 Those who are suffering from rare diseases listed under Group 1 will have the financial support of up to Rs. 20 

lakh under the umbrella scheme of Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/crowdfunding-for-rare-diseases
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 Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi: The Scheme provides for financial assistance to patients, living below poverty line 

(BPL) and who are suffering from major life threatening diseases, to receive medical treatment at any of the 

super specialty Government hospitals / institutes. 

 Beneficiaries for such financial assistance would not be limited to BPL families, but extended to about 40% of the 

population, who are eligible as per norms of Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana, for their treatment in 

Government tertiary hospitals only. 

 

Alternate Funding: 
 
 This includes voluntary crowdfunding treatment by setting up a digital platform for voluntary individual 

contribution and corporate donors to voluntarily contribute to the treatment cost of patients of rare diseases. 

 Centres of Excellence:The policy aims to strengthen tertiary health care facilities for prevention and treatment 

of rare diseases through designating eight health facilities as 'Centres of Excellence' and these will also 

be provided one-time financial support of up to Rs. 5 crore for upgradation of diagnostics facilities. 

 National Registry:A national hospital-based registry of rare diseases will be created to ensure adequate data 

and comprehensive definitions of such diseases are available for those interested in research and 

development. 
 

Concerns Raised: 
 
 Lack of Sustainable Funding:Unlike conditions under Group 1 and Group 2, patients with Group 3 disorders 

require sustainable treatment support. 

 In the absence of a sustainable funding support for Group 3 patients, the precious lives of all patients, mostly 

children, are now at risk and at the mercy of crowdfunding. 

 Lack of Drug Manufacturing:Where drugs are available, they are prohibitively expensive, placing immense 

strain on resources. 

 Currently few pharmaceutical companies are manufacturing drugs for rare diseases globally and there are no 

domestic manufacturers in India except for those who make medical-grade food for those with metabolic 

disorders. 
 

Rare Diseases 
 
 There are 6,000-8,000 classified rare diseases, but less than 5% have therapies available to treat them. 

 Example: Lysosomal Storage Disorders (LSD), Pompe disease, cystic fibrosis, muscular dystrophy, spina 

bifida, haemophilia etc. 

 About 95% rare diseases have no approved treatment and less than 1 in 10 patients receive disease-specific 

treatment. 

 These diseases have differing definitions in various countries and range from those that are prevalent in 1 in 

10,000 of the population to 6 per 10,000. 

 However broadly, a ‗rare disease‘ is defined as a health condition of low prevalence that affects a small 

number of people when compared with other prevalent diseases in the general population. Many cases of rare 

diseases may be serious, chronic and life-threatening. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/ayushmanbharat
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/crowdfunding
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/world-haemophilia-day
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 India has close to 50-100 million people affected by rare diseases or disorders, the policy report said almost 

80% of these rare condition patients are children and a leading cause for most of them not reaching adulthood 

is due to the high morbidity and mortality rates of these life-threatening diseases. 
 

Recent concern ‗Mucormycosis: Rare Fungal Infection 
 
 The central government has issued an advisory on the management of Mucormycosis fungal infection among 

Corona patients. The centre stated that the fungal infection mainly affects people who are on medication that 

reduces their ability to fight environmental pathogens.  
 
 The centre said that the infection may turn fatal if uncared for. It is generally being found in COVID-19 patients 

with uncontrolled diabetes and prolonged ICU stay. 

 

What is Mucormycosis? 
 
 Mucormycosis is a black fungus infection that is being detected lately in some COVID-19 patients in India who 

have had prolonged stays in the ICU. The spreading of the infection has caused few COVID survivors to lose 

their vision.  
 
 Mucormycosis is a serious but rare fungal infection, which is caused by a group of molds called mucormycetes. 

These fungi generally live in the environment, particularly in soil and in decaying organic matter, such as 

compost piles, leaves or rotten wood or even decaying fruits and vegetables.  
 
 According to health experts, it is found in the soil and air and even in the nose and mucus of healthy people. 

 

How does mucormycosis affect the human body? 
 
 The fungal infection affects the sinuses, brain and lungs of a person and can be life-threatening to individuals who 

are diabetic or severely immunocompromised such as cancer patients or people with HIV/AIDS. 

 
 In some cases, the patients lost their vision in both eyes and in rare cases, the doctors were forced to remove 

certain body parts like the eye or jaw bone to stop the disease from spreading.  
 
 According to doctors. the mucormycosis infections may possibly be triggered due to the use of steroids, which is 

currently seen as a life-saving treatment for critical COVID-19 patients.  

 
 Administration of steroids reportedly reduces inflammation in the lungs of the critically ill COVID-19 patients, 

thereby helping in stabilising their oxygen levels.  

 
 However, steroids also reduce immunity and lead to a spike in blood sugar levels in both diabetics and non-

diabetic Covid-19 patients. This drop-in immunity is said to trigger mucormycosis among some of the COVID 

patients, especially when they are exposed to wet surfaces.  
 
 Niti Aayog Member (Health) V K Paul said that most life-saving drugs that are currently being used to treat 

COVID-19 patients like dexamethasone, methylprednisolone and prednisolone suppress the immune system 

and this is when the fungus attacks.  
 

 He said that even medicines like Tocilizumab and Itolizumabsuppresses the immune system and lead to 

mucormycosis in diabetic patients. 
 
 Paul explained by saying that when the same COVID-19 patient, who has been administered these life-saving 
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drugs, is put on oxygen support  which has a humidifier containing water, the chances of him/ her getting the 

fungal infection increase.  
 

Is there any way to prevent mucormycosis? 
 
 According to doctors, the only way to prevent the fungal infection is to make sure that the Covid-19 patients are 

being administered the right dose and duration of steroids. Also, a constant check and care is required of the 

patient's sugar levels after their discharge.  
 
 Niti Aayog Member (Health) V K Paul urged that when a patient is on oxygen support, it should be ensured that 

water does not leak from the humidifier. He also added saying that whoever has diabetes needs to control the 

sugar level always. He also advised rational usage of life-saving steroids and medicines.  

 

#E9 INITIATIVE: SACLING UP DIGITAL LEARNING 
 
 Minister of State for Education Sanjay ShamraoDhotre attended a 

consultation meeting of Education Ministers of E9 countries on the 

theme 'E9 initiative: Scaling up digital learning to accelerate 

progress towards SDG4' on 6 April 2021.  
 
 Education Minister of Bangladesh, Dipu Moni, Deputy Secretary-

General, United Nations, Amina Mohammed, Education Ministers 

from the E9 countries and officials from the United Nations, 

UNICEF and UNESCO attended the meeting. 
 
 One Nation-One Digital Platform -DIKSHA, One Nation-One 

Channel programme of -SWAYAM PRABHA, SWAYAM MOOCS 

and radio broadcasting were used to ensure education in the 

remotest parts of India. He underscored that now is the time to work collectively and in solidarity to create an 

efficient ecosystem for digital education.  
 
 The consultation was the first of a three-phased process to co-create an initiative on digital learning and skills, 

targettingmarginalised children and youth, especially girls.  
 
 It aims to accelerate recovery and advance the Sustainable Development Goal 4 agenda by driving rapid change in 

education systems in three of the 2020 Global Education Meeting priorities-- support to teachers, investment in 

skills and narrowing the digital divide.  
 

 The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic highlighted the condition of the education system worldwide, prompting the 

deployment of digital learning. Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, the 2020 Global Education Meeting Declaration 

identified five key areas which required urgent action. These are as follows: 
 

 Education financing 

 Safe school reopening 

 Supporting teachers as frontline workers 

 Investment in skills 

 Narrowing the digital divide 
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About E9 countries 
 
 E9 is a forum of nine countries, namely Bangladesh, Brazil, China, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Mexico, Nigeria and 

Pakistan that aims at achieving the goals of UNESCO's Education For All (EFA) initiative. These 

countries represent more than half of the world's population and 70% of the world's illiterate adults.  

 
 At the EFA Summit in New Delhi, the E9 initiative was launched in 1993. The partnership is aimed at working 

towards the achievement of SDG4-Education 2030.  
 

What is the SDG4 Agenda? 
 
In 2015, the United Nations (UN) member states adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote 

lifelong learning opportunities for all. 17 goals and 169 targets are listed to be achieved by the year 2030. It is to be 

noted that SDGs are not legally binding.  

 

Education For All (EFA) 
 
 It is an international initiative that was first launched at the World Conference on Education for All by 

international organizations-- UNESCO, UNDP, UNFPA, UNICEF and the World Bank-- in Thailand in the year 

1990.  
 
 The nations endorsed an 'expanded vision of learning' and pledged to universalize primary education and reduce 

illiteracy by the end of the decade. However, many countries were still lagging behind in achieving the said goal.  
 
 Therefore, a broad coalition of governments, civil society groups, and development agencies met again in 

Dakar, Senegal, and affirmed the commitment to achieving EFA by the year 2015. Also, six key education goals 

were identified to meet the learning needs of all children, youth and adults by 2015.  

 

 

 

 

  



SM PRAVAHINI MONTHLY COMPENDIUM - APRIL 2021                                                                          

 

WWW.SUCCESSMANTRA.IN 24 
 

 



SM PRAVAHINI MONTHLY COMPENDIUM - APRIL 2021                                                                          

 

WWW.SUCCESSMANTRA.IN 25 
 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
 

16TH INDIA-EU LEADER‘S SUMMIT 
 
 The 16thIndia-European Union (EU) Leaders‘ Summit that was 

scheduled to be held in Porto, Portugal will now be held virtually on 

May 08, 2021, due to an unprecedented surge in corona virus cases 

across the world. Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi will not be 

going to Porto, Portugal. 
 
 As per the statement by Arindam Bagchi, official Spokesperson, 

Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, "In view of the 

COVID-19 situation, it has been decided, in consultation with the EU 

and Portuguese leadership, to hold the India-EU Leaders‘ Meeting in a 

virtual format on 8 May 2021.‖ 
 
 Bagchi said that the India-EU Leaders‘ Meeting in the EU+27 format 

being held for the first time reflects the shared ambition of both 

countries to further strengthen the ‗strategic partnership‘. 
 
 The Free Trade Agreement (FTA) between India and the European Union will be a key focus during the 

16th India-EU Leaders‘ Summit.The FTA between both countries was launched in 2007 and suspended in 2012. 
 
 The 15th India-EU Leaders‘ Summit was also conducted virtually on July 15, 2020, due to the COVID-19 

pandemic. 
 

India-EU Relations: 
 
 India was amongst the first countries to develop diplomatic relations with the European Union (EU) back in the 

1960s. Both the countries signed a cooperation agreement in 1994 and in 2004, India and EU became ‗strategic 

partners‘. 
 
 India and the EU adopted a Joint Action Plan in 2005 to further strengthen the political and economic ties, 

expand trade and investments channels, and forge friendly relations between people and cultures of both 

countries. 
 
 The first India-EU Summit was held in June 2000 in Lisbon. The EU is the largest trading partner of India. The 

EU is also the second-largest sources of Foreign Direct Investment inflow for India. India is the 10th largest 

trading partner of the European Union (EU). 
 
 

#17TH BIMSTEC MINESTRIAL MEETING 
 
Recently, the External Affairs Minister of India participated in the 17th Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral 

Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) Ministerial Meeting. 

 The meeting, chaired by Sri Lanka, was held in virtual mode. 
 

India‘s Stand at the Meeting: 
 
 India‘s Commitment: To further build the momentum of regional cooperation under the BIMSTEC 

framework and make the organization stronger, vibrant, more effective and result-oriented. 

 Progress:Highlighted progress achieved in sectors where India is the Lead Country viz Counter Terrorism & 

Trans-national Crime, Transport & Communication, Tourism, and Environmental & Disaster management and 

other activities. 
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 Importance of Connectivity:Robust  connectivity 

is an essential prerequisite for economic 

integration of the region with smooth cross-

border movement of people and goods. 

 Outcome of the Meeting: The meeting endorsed 

the BIMSTEC Master Plan for Transport 

Connectivity for adoption at the next BIMSTEC 

Summit, which will be held in Sri Lanka. 

 India‘s northeastern states form a key part of the 

master plan, with several road and river links 

passing through the region. 

 Called for early adoption of the BIMSTEC 

Charter. 

 The meeting also endorsed three 

MoUs/agreements relating to convention on 

Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal matters, 

cooperation between diplomatic and training 

academies and establishment of BIMSTEC 

Technology Transfer Facility in Colombo (Sri 

Lanka). 

 Took note that the BIMSTEC Centre for Weather 

and Climate, being hosted in India, is fully 

functional with state of the art facilities to provide 

Disaster Early Warnings. 
 

Concerns related to it 
 
 Cohesion among the members has been difficult 

to achieve mainly because of the Rohingya refugee crisis which created bitterness between Myanmar and 

Bangladesh. 

 This affected the working of the organisation to some extent as it could not develop a common charter. 
 

Objectives of BIMSTEC 
 

 Creating an enabling environment for the rapid economic development of the sub-region. 

 Encouraging the spirit of equality and partnership. 

 Promoting active collaboration and mutual assistance in the areas of common interests of the member 

countries. 

 Accelerating support for each other in the fields of education, science, and technology, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral 

Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) is 

a regional organization. It comprises seven 

countries. Five of these seven countries- India, 

Nepal, Sri Lanka, Bhutan and Bangladesh- are 

from South Asia while the remaining 

two, Thailand and Myanmar, are from Southeast 

Asia. The group remained dormant for many years 

till it was revived a few years ago as an alternative 

to the South Asian Association for Regional 

Cooperation (SAARC), which despite having the 

potential, has not been able to move forward due 

to friction between India and Pakistan. With a 

focus on intra-regional cooperation, the BIMSTEC 

has also formed a platform with the SAARC and 

the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

(ASEAN) member countries. Currently, the 

BIMSTEC is involved in 15 sectors including 

trade, technology, agriculture, tourism, fisheries, 

energy and climate change among others, for 

sectoral cooperation. In 1997, it started with just 

six sectors and later expanded to the remaining 

nine sectors in 2008. 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/rohingyas-at-isolated-bangladesh-island
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/south-asian-association-for-regional-cooperation-saarc
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/south-asian-association-for-regional-cooperation-saarc


SM PRAVAHINI MONTHLY COMPENDIUM - APRIL 2021                                                                          

 

WWW.SUCCESSMANTRA.IN 27 
 

#LEADER‘S SUMMIT ON CLIMATE 2021 
 
Recently, the Leaders' Summit on Climate was convened by the US President virtually. 
 
 40 world leaders, including the Prime Minister of India, were invited to the event to underscore the urgency 

of stronger climate action. 

 This summit is seen as a key milestone on the road to the United Nations Climate 

Change Conference, Conference of the Parties 26 (COP 26) in November 2021 in Glasgow, Scotland. 
 

India-US Clean Energy Agenda 2030 Partnership: 
 
 About: It is a joint climate and clean energy initiative of India with the US. It will demonstrate how the 

world can align swift climate action with inclusive and resilient economic development, taking into account 

national circumstances and sustainable development priorities. 

 
 Objective:Mobilise investments, demonstrate clean technologies and enable green collaborations in India 

that could also create templates of sustainable development for other developing countries. 

 
 Two Main Tracks of the Initiative: The Strategic Clean Energy Partnership, The Climate Action and Finance 

Mobilization Dialogue. 

US‘ Stand: 
 
 Pledged: To cut the US‘s GreenHouse Gas (GHG) in half by the year 2030 and called upon other nations 

to ―set higher climate ambitions‖ that will create jobs at home, advance innovative technologies and help 

countries vulnerable to the impact of climate change. 

 To double its public climate financing to developing countries and triple public financing for climate 

adaptation in developing countries by 2024. 

 NDC: It submitted a new Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) target that aims to reduce 

its GHG emissions by 50-52% below 2005 levels. 

 The US has rejoined the Paris Agreement. 

 Applauded India for stepping up its climate change commitment including the partnership with the US to 

deploy 450 gigawatts of renewable power to meet the ambitious 2030 target for climate action and clean energy. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/united-nations-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/united-nations-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/cop25-climate-summit
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper3/sustainable-development-3
https://www.drishtiias.com/infographics/info-paper3/greenhouse-gas-emission
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper3/climate-finance-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/ndc-synthesis-report-unfccc#:~:text=The%20UNFCCC%2C%20in%20its%20Nationally,the%20end%20of%20the%20century.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/five-years-of-paris-climate-accord
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China‘s Stand: 
 
 Carbon Neutrality: Its carbon emissions will peak before 2030 and the country will achieve carbon 

neutrality by 2060. 

 Promoted its green Belt and Road Initiative and announced efforts to ―strictly control coal-fired power 

generation projects‖ and phase down coal consumption. 

 Common but Differentiated Responsibilities: It also emphasised on the principle of common but 

differentiated responsibilities, which argues for long-time polluters such as developed countries to do more to 

fight the climate crisis. 
 

India's Stand : 
 
 Emissions: India was already doing its part and that the country‘s per capita carbon emissions are 60% lower 

than the global average. 

 Commitment: India‘s ambitious renewable energy target of 450 GW by 2030. Despite its development 

challenges, India has taken many bold steps on clean energy, energy efficiency, afforestation and biodiversity. 

India is among few countries whose NDCs are 2°C compatible. 

 Emphasis: Emphasised its encouragement of global initiatives such as the International Solar Alliance and 

the Coalition for Disaster Resilience Infrastructure. 

 Some Indian Initiatives to Fight Climate Change: 

 National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) 

 Bharat Stage-VI (BS-VI) emission norms 

 UJALA scheme 

 National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) 

 

#PM MODI‘S VISIT TO BANGLADESH 
 
The Prime Minister of India paid a State Visit to Bangladesh to join the 

celebrations of the Golden Jubilee of the Independence of Bangladesh, the 

Birth Centenary of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 

Rahman and 50 years of establishment of diplomatic relations between 

India and Bangladesh. 
 

Joint Celebrations of Historical Links: 
 
 Bangladesh thanked India for conferring Gandhi Peace Prize for the 

year 2020 on Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. 

 Jointly inaugurated the Bangabandhu - Bapu Digital Exhibition in 

Dhaka. To mark the  50th anniversary of India-Bangladesh friendship: 

 Both sides released respective commemorative postage stamps. Decided to commemorate 6th December as 

MaitriDiwas, the day when India recognized Bangladesh in the year 1971. 

 India announced the establishment of the Bangabandhu Chair at the University of Delhi. 

 Bangladesh thanked India for naming the historic road from Mujib Nagar to Nadia on the Bangladesh-India 

border as "ShadhinotaShorok‖ commemorating the historic significance of the road during 

Bangladesh‘s Liberation War. 
 

Water Resources Cooperation: 
 
 Bangladesh reiterated its long-pending request for concluding the interim agreement on the sharing of the 

waters of the Teesta River. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/eu-green-deal
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/eu-green-deal
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/belt-and-road-initiative-perspectives-from-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/mains-practice-question/question-86#:~:text=Common%20But%20Differentiated%20Responsibilities%20(CBDR,countries%20in%20addressing%20climate%20change.
https://www.drishtiias.com/mains-practice-question/question-86#:~:text=Common%20But%20Differentiated%20Responsibilities%20(CBDR,countries%20in%20addressing%20climate%20change.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/fall-in-india-s-co2-emissions
https://www.drishtiias.com/loksabha-rajyasabha-discussions/the-big-picture-india-s-renewable-energy-plan
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/foundation-day-of-areas
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/inadequate-compensatory-afforestation
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/world-solar-technology-summit-isa
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/coalition-for-disaster-resilient-infrastructure-2
https://www.drishtiias.com/loksabha-rajyasabha-discussions/policy-watch-india-will-shift-to-bs-vi-norms
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/report-on-energy-efficiency-measures
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/national-action-plan-on-climate-change
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/50-years-of-india-bangladesh-relations
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/sheikh-mujibur-rehman
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/sheikh-mujibur-rehman
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/gandhi-peace-prize-2
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/vijay-diwas-50-years-of-indo-pak-war-2
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/teesta-river
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 The draft agreement has already been agreed upon by both Governments in January 2011. 

 India also requested for early finalization of the draft of the interim agreement for sharing of water of Feni 

River, pending with the Bangladesh side which had been agreed upon by both sides in 2011. 

 Also, requested working towards an early conclusion of the Framework of Interim Agreement on sharing of 

waters of six common rivers, namely, Manu, Muhuri, Khowai, Gumti, Dharla and Dudhkumar. 

 Directed the Joint Technical Committee to expeditiously commence the feasibility study of the Ganges-Padma 

barrage for optimum utilization of the Ganges waters received by Bangladesh as per the Ganges Water 

Sharing Treaty, 1996. 
 

Trade for Growth: 
 
 Stressed the need for predictability of trade policies, regulations and procedures and the need for removal of 

non-tariff barriers. 

 Stressed the urgent need for up-gradation of infrastructure and facilities of the Land Customs Stations 

(LCSs)/Land Ports in a coordinated manner to facilitate trade between the two countries. 

 Reiterated the importance of harmonization of standards and mutual recognition of agreements and 

certificates for enhancing bilateral trade. 

 Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institute (BSTI) and the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) would 

collaborate for the capacity building and development of testing and Lab facilities. 

 India congratulated Bangladesh on its upcoming graduation from the Least Developed Country (LDC) status. 

 Emphasized on expeditious conclusion of the ongoing joint study on the prospects of entering into 

a Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA). 

 Bangladesh invited Indian investment in the jute mills of Bangladesh to revitalize and modernize the jute 

sector. 

 India requested early finalization of modalities for implementation of the Katihar – Parbotipur – Bornagar 

cross border electricity interconnection. 

 Took stock of progress in the implementation of the India Bangladesh Friendship Pipeline and unit-1 of 

the Maitree Super Thermal Power Project. 
 

Connectivity for Prosperity: 
 
 India expressed gratitude for Bangladesh‘s initiative of revitalizing the pre-1965 rail connectivity. 

 
 Bangladesh reiterated its eagerness to partner in the ongoing initiative of the India – Myanmar - Thailand 

trilateral highway project. 

 
 Also agreed to an early operationalization of the BBIN Motor Vehicles Agreement through expeditious 

signing of the Enabling MoU for Bangladesh, India, and Nepal to commence the movement of goods and 

passengers, with provision for Bhutan to join at a later date. 

 
 India urged for early operationalization of the trans-shipment Agreement on the use of Chattogram and 

Mongla Ports for the Movement of Goods to and from India (Kolkata to Agartala via Chattogram). 

 
 India also requested for trans-shipment arrangement in Munshiganj and Pangaon as part of the Protocol 

on Inland Water Transit and Trade. 

 
 Recently, MaitreeSetu (between India and Bangladesh) over River Feni in South Tripura has been 

inaugurated. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/trans-boundary-water-conflicts#:~:text=Bangladesh%20has%20sought%20an%20%E2%80%9Cequitable,)%2C%20but%20to%20no%20avail.
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/trans-boundary-water-conflicts#:~:text=Bangladesh%20has%20sought%20an%20%E2%80%9Cequitable,)%2C%20but%20to%20no%20avail.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/8th-foundation-day-of-lpai
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/8th-foundation-day-of-lpai
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/bureau-of-indian-standards-bis-act-2016
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/developing-country-status-in-wto
https://www.google.com/search?q=Comprehensive+Economic+Partnership+Agreement+%28CEPA+drishti+ias&rlz=1C1OKWM_enIN943IN943&biw=1242&bih=568&sxsrf=ALeKk038BXMH1y-Nmi_jBNzDW_lLk4JyvQ%3A1617091355398&ei=G9tiYLfOF-OF4-EP9fe-uAM&oq=Comprehensive+Economic+Partnership+Agreement+%28CEPA+drishti+ias&gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EANQ4FtY4Ftgpl5oAHACeACAAZwBiAGgApIBAzAuMpgBAKABAqABAaoBB2d3cy13aXrAAQE&sclient=gws-wiz&ved=0ahUKEwj3x7rextfvAhXjwjgGHfW7DzcQ4dUDCA0&uact=5
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/india-myanmar-relations
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/india-myanmar-relations
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/protocol-on-inland-water-transit-and-trade#:~:text=As%20per%20the%20Protocol%20on,transit%20and%20inter%20country%20trade.
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 Bangladesh offered the use of Chattogram and Sylhet International Airport, by the people of North East 

India, especially of Tripura. 
 

Cooperation in Public Health: 
 
 Bangladesh thanked the Government of India for giving 3.2 million doses of Oxford Astra Zeneca 

Covishield vaccine made in India. 

 Border Management and Security Cooperation: Bangladesh reiterated the request for 1.3 km Innocent 

Passage through river route along with River Padma, on humanitarian grounds. 

 India requested for completion of border fencing at all pending sectors at the international border at the 

earliest, beginning from the Tripura (India) - Bangladesh sector. 

 Defence Cooperation: Emphasized on the frequent exchange of programs and enhancing cooperation 

in training and capacity building. 

 India has offered a USD 500 million line of credit for defence imports from India into Bangladesh and thus 

requested for early operationalization of this defense Line of Credit. 

 Welcomed the signing of an MoU on Disaster Management, Resilience and Mitigation. 
 

New Areas of Cooperation: 
 
 Acknowledged the potential of new and emerging areas of cooperation in cutting edge areas of 

science, artificial intelligence, peaceful uses of nuclear technology, big data and technology enabled services 

in health and education. 

 50 young entrepreneurs from Bangladesh were invited to visit India and present their ideas to venture 

capitalists. 
 

Partners in the Region and the World: 
 
 Agreed to continue working together for common objectives in the United Nations and other multilateral fora. 

 Emphasized that the regional organizations, such as SAARC and BIMSTEC have an important role to play, 

particularly in the post-Covid-19 situation. 

 Bangladesh thanked India for convening the SAARC leaders Video Conference in March 2020 and for 

proposing creation of the SAARC Emergency Response Fund to counter effects of the global pandemic in the 

South Asian region. 

 Bangladesh highlighted that the country would assume chairmanship of the Indian Ocean Rim Association 

(IORA) for the first time in October 2021 and requested the support of India for working towards greater 

maritime safety and security in the Indian Ocean region.  

 India welcomed the decision of Bangladesh to join the New Development Bank (NDB). 

 The two Prime Ministers also announced/ unveiled the following: 

 Foundation stone laying ceremony for a memorial in the honour of the Martyrs of the Indian Armed 

Forces who sacrificed their lives during Liberation War of 1971 at Ashuganj, Brahmanbaria. 

 Foundation stone for five packages out of total eight packages of Rooppur Power Evacuation Project. 

 Inauguration of 3 border haats, Nalikata (India) - Saydabad (Bangladesh), Ryngku (India) - Bagan 

Bari (Bangladesh) and Bholagunj (India) – Bholagunj (Bangladesh). 

 Border Haats aim at promoting the wellbeing of the people dwelling in remote areas across the borders of two 

countries, by establishing a traditional system of marketing the local produce through local markets. 

 Inauguration of ‗Mitali Express‘ - passenger train connecting Dhaka on Bangladesh side and New Jalpaiguri on 

the Indian. 
 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/covishield-and-covaxin-approved-for-restricted-use
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/covishield-and-covaxin-approved-for-restricted-use
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#SIGNIFICANCE OF SEYCHELLES FOR INDIA 
 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Seychelles President 

WavelRamkalawan will be jointly inaugurating a range of Indian 

projects in Seychelles during a high-level virtual meeting today, 

on April 8, 2021.  
 
 This includes the inauguration of a new Magistrates‘ Court 

Building, one MW solar power plant, 10 High Impact 

Community Development Projects (HICDPs) and handing over 

of a new Fast Patrol Vessel to Seychelles Coast Guard. These 

projects are a part of India's Indo-Pacific vision. 
 
 This will be the first interaction between Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi and Seychelles President WavelRamkalawan 

after the latter came to power following a landmark victory in 

October 2020 elections.  
 

Indian Projects in Seychelles 
 
 Magistrates‘ Court Building: The new Magistrates‘ Court Building is a landmark project that will be 

inaugurated in the capital city of Seychelles, Victoria.  It is India‘s first major civil infrastructure project in 

Seychelles built with grant assistance. 
 
 Situation next to the Supreme Court of Seychelles that was built by Chinese assistance in 2013, the new 

Magistrates‘ Court Building will help bring magistrate courts spread over different locations in Mahe into a 

single building.  
 
 The state-of-the-art building will substantially enhance the capacity of the Seychelles judicial system and aid 

in better delivery of judicial services.  
 
 Fast Patrol Vessel: The Fast Patrol Vessel, named as 'PS Zoroaster', is the fourth ship to be gifted by India to 

Seychelles to strengthen its maritime surveillance capabilities.  
 
 The 48.9-metre vessel is a modern and fully equipped naval ship, which has been built in India by Garden 

Reach Shipbuilders and Engineering Ltd. (GRSE) at a cost of Rs 100 crore. 
 
 The naval ship will be used by the Seychelles Coast Guard for multi-purpose operations such as patrolling, 

search and rescue operations and anti-smuggling and anti-poaching operations.  
 
 The Indian Navy delivered the vessel to Seychelles on March 16, 2021.  The other ships gifted to Seychelles by 

India include PS Topaz in 2005, PS Constant in 2014 and Patrol Boat Hermes in 2016. 
 
 Solar Power Plant: The one MW solar Plant will be handed over to the Seychelles government by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi during the virtual event.  
 
 The project is in addition to the installation of solar systems at 146 Seychelles government building rooftops 

and domestic, households which has already been completed and commissioned. 
 

High Impact Community Development Projects 
 
 The 10 High Impact Community Development Projects aim to implement small people-oriented projects that 

contribute significantly towards the socio-economic development in Seychelles and the improvement of the local 

communities there.  
 
 So far, twenty-nine projects have been taken up for execution under the Memorandum of Understanding 

signed between the two nations.  
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India's special relations with Seychelles: Significance 
 
 Seychelles occupies a central position in Prime Minister Narendra Modi's vision of ‗Sagar-Security and Growth 

for All in the Region‘.  
 
 Hence, the inauguration of these projects aims to demonstrate India's role as a reliable partner of Seychelles for 

meeting its infrastructural, developmental and security requirements. 
 
 The projects are also a testimony to the deep and friendly ties shared by the people of the two nations.  

Seychelles was the first destination during PM Modi's tour of Indian Ocean countries in 2015.  The visit was 

the first one by an Indian Prime Minister after 33 years.  
 
 PM Modi had pronounced India's vision of 'SAGAR- Security and Growth for All in the region' during the 

tour.  India's External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar was the first foreign minister to visit Seychelles after the 

assumption of office by President Ramkalawan.  
 
 Seychelles was also one of the first beneficiaries of India's COVID-19 assistance, as the nation received over 

four tonnes of life-saving medicines including 50,000 HCQ tablets under Mission 'SAGAR' in May 2020. 
 
 Seychelles was also the first African country to receive 50,000 doses of Covishield vaccine from India on January 

22, 2021 under India's Vaccine Maitri initiative.  
 

Seychelles' Indian-origin President 
 
 Seychelles has another special connection with India, as its current President WavelRamkalawan is of Indian 

origin. His ancestral roots trace back to a district called Gopalganj in the Indian state of Bihar.  
 
 He had visited India in January 2018 as a part of the PIO Parliamentarian's Conference and had also visited his 

native village 'Parsauni'. 

 
 

#KYRGYZSTAN AND TAJIKISTAN BORDER TENSIONS 
 
Recently, a ceasefire on the border between Kyrgyzstan and 

Tajikistan appeared to be holding after a day of intense fighting 

between the two countries that has killed about 40 people and 

wounded about 175. 
 
 Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan belong to the central asia region. 

Other countries of the region are Kazakhstan, 

Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. 
 

Background: 
 
 Both nations have claimed the area around the water 

supply facility in Kok-Tash, a dispute dating back 

decades to when they were both part of the Soviet Union. 

 The current configuration of the Kyrgyz-Tajik border is 

the product of Soviet mapmakers drawing the dividing 

lines for Soviet republics, after the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) collapsed in late 1991. 

 The meandering boundary between Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan is particularly tense as over a third of its 1,000-

km length is disputed. Restrictions on access to land and water that communities regard as theirs have 

often led to deadly clashes in the past. 
 

International Response: 
 
 Russia and European Union (EU) welcomed the ceasefire deal and emphasised the need for a lasting and 

peaceful solution. 
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Importance of Central Asia for India: 
 
 Political: India has a very wide array of interests in Central Asia covering security, energy, economic 

opportunities etc. 

 Security, stability and prosperity of Central Asia is imperative for peace and economic development of India. 

 Central Asia serves as a land bridge between Asia and Europe, making it geopolitically axial for India. 

 
 Both India and Central Asian Republics (CARs) share many commonalities and perceptions  on various 

regional and world issues and can play a crucial role in providing regional stability. 

 
 Economic: The region is rich in natural resources such as petroleum, natural gas, antimony, aluminum, gold, 

silver, coal and uranium which can be best utilized by Indian energy requirements. 

 Central Asia has huge cultivable areas lying barren and without being put to any productive use, offering 

enormous opportunity for cultivation of pulses. 

 CARs are fast getting linked to the global market for production, supplies of raw materials and services. They 

are also increasingly getting integrated into the East-West Trans-Eurasian transit economic corridors. 
 

Indian Initiatives: 
 
 India intends expansion of International North South Transport Corridor (INSTC) to Afghanistan and 

Uzbekistan. 

 It will act as a vital gateway to access Eurasian markets and optimally operationalize its use, requiring a Central 

Asian state joining the project as a direct stakeholder. 
 

India-Central Asia Dialogue: 
 

 India has proposed setting up of ‗India-Central Asia Development Group‘ to take forward development 

partnership between India & Central Asian countries. 

 This group will help India to expand its footprints in the resource-rich region amid China‘s massive inroads 

and to fight terror effectively, including in Afghanistan. 
 

India-Kyrgyzstan Relations 
 
 Political: India has enjoyed strong bilateral ties with Kyrgyzstan since 1991. India was one of the first 

countries to establish diplomatic ties with Kyrgyzstan in 1992. 

 Culture & Economic:Since 1992, the two countries have many agreements, including on Culture, Trade and 

Economic Cooperation, Civil Aviation, Investment Promotion and Protection, Avoidance of Double Taxation, 

Consular Convention etc. 

 Military: In 2011, the joint ‗Khanjar‘ series of exercises was started. 

 Indian Diaspora: In Kyrgyzstan, about 9,000 Indian students are studying medicine in various medical 

institutions in the country. Also, there are many businessmen living in Kyrgyzstan who are involved in trade 

and several other services there. 

 Strategic: The Kyrgyz leaderships have been largely supportive of India‘s stand on Kashmir. 

 They also support India‘s bid for a permanent seat at the United Nations Security Council (UNSC). 
 

India-Tajikistan Relations 
 
 Political: India and Tajikistan elevated bilateral relations to the level of a Strategic Partnership in 2012. 

Tajikistan supported India‘s membership to the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) and also 

permanent membership of an expanded UNSC. 

 India supported Tajikistan's accession to the World Trade Organization in 2013. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/push-for-chabahar-port-in-instc-corridor
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 Culture & Economic: Trade between two sides is not to expectations despite efforts from both countries, due 

to more transit time and lack of readily accessible trade routes. 

 Despite limitations, trade in food processing, mining, pharmaceuticals, textiles, skill development, science & 

technology, Information Technology, culture and tourism are continued between two countries. 
 

India‘s Assistance: 
 
 India delivered major food assistance in 2001-02. To overcome a crisis caused by an unprecedented harsh 

winter in January-February 2008, India gave a grant of USD 2 million (USD 1 million as cash assistance and 

USD 1 million in kind, such as power cables, generators and pump sets). 

 India provided 2 million doses of oral polio vaccine through the United Nations Children‘s Fund 

(UNICEF) in November 2010. 

 In March 2018, India gifted 10 Russian-made ambulances to various regions of Tajikistan drawing substantial 

media coverage and appreciation from high offices. 
 

Conclusion 
 
 Geography has placed central asia at the nexus of crucial political and economic transformations for centuries. 

With the actualization of the Belt and Road Initiative, India‘s Connect Central Asia policy, and the EU‘s new 

Central Asia strategy, the 21st century could possibly be the most decisive period for the region. 

 Stemming from its historic cultural and economic bonds, India is now well placed to take a more active role in 

the development of the region. India‘s growing global visibility and key contributions to multilateral forums 

like the SCO have catapulted India from an observer into a critical stakeholder in the region. 

 As India looks beyond its borders, Central Asia provides India with the right platform to leverage its 

political, economic and cultural connections to play a leading role in Eurasia. 

 

PUTIN TO STAY IN POWER TILL 2036 
 
 The President of Russia Vladimir Putin on April 5, 2021, gave 

his final approval to the legislation that allows him to hold 

office for two additional 6-year terms. It gives him the 

possibility to stay in power till 2036. 
 
 According to a copy posted on the legal information portal, 

the 68-years old President, who has already been in power for 

more than two decades, signed off on the bill on April 5. 
 
 Vladimir Putin had proposed the change as part of the 

constitutional reforms that were overwhelmingly backed by 

the Russians in a vote in July 2020. Lawmakers also approved 

the bill in March 2021. 
 
 The opponents of the Kremlin have criticized the latest legislation that allows Putin to run for two more terms. 

They call it a pretext to allow Putin to become ‗President for Life'. 
 

Outcome of a new law signed by Putin: 
 
 Vladimir Putin has been currently serving his fourth Presidential Term, which is set to end in the year 2024. 

 However, the legislation, passed by him, can allow him to serve for two more 6-year terms, in case he chooses 

to stand for and win the re-election both times. 
 

What does the latest law signed by Putin state? 
 
 A number of provisions of the law were developed on the basis of the amendments to the Constitution. One of 

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/unicef-1
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the new amendments was the restriction on the number of Presidential terms for one person. It will be applied 

to the existing President regardless of the previous Presidential terms, allowing the current head of state to 

contest the Presidency twice. 
 
 The law states that eligible for the Presidential office is any Russian citizen not younger than 35 years of age 

and who has been a resident in Russia‘s territory for no less than 25 years. They must never have had the 

citizenship or the permanent residence permit of another country. 
 
 The rule will not concern the Russians who earlier had the citizenship of another nation and eventually were 

admitted to the Russian Federation in accordance with Federal Constitutional Law. 
 
 Vladimir Putin as Russia‘s President: Background 

 
 Vladimir Putin was first elected as the President of Russia in 2000 and had served for two consecutive four-year 

terms. In 2008, his ally Dmitry Medvedev took his place, which critics also saw as a way around Russia‘s limit 

on the 2 consecutive terms for the country‘s President. 
 
 However, while in office, Dmitry Medvedev signed off the legislation that extended the terms to 6 years 

starting with the next President. 
 
 Vladimir Putin returned to Kremlin in 2012 and served the extended 6-year terms. He won the re-election in 

2018. 

 

#US PRESIDENT BIDEN LETS H-1B VISA BAN EXPIRE 
 
 The President of the United States of America on April 1, 

2021, has let the ban on foreign workers visa, especially H-

1B visas, lapsed as the notification issued by his predecessor 

Trump expired. The move is expected to benefit thousands 

of Indian IT professionals in the US. 
 
 Donald Trump in June 2020, amid the national lockdown in 

the US and COVID-19 crisis, had issued a proclamation 

suspending the entry to the country of the applicants for non-

immigrant or temporary visa categories, it included H-1B 

visa. 
 
 However, US President Joe Biden did not issue a fresh 

proclamation for the ban on H-1B visa to continue after March 31, 2021. During the election campaign, he had 

promised to lift the suspension on visa stating that Trump‘s immigration policies were cruel. 
 

H-1B Visa: 
 
 The H-1B Visa is a non-immigrant visa. It permits the companies in the United States to employ foreign 

workers in specialty occupations requiring technical or theoretical expertise. Tech companies, in particular, 

depend on it to hire tens of thousands of employees each year from countries like China or India. 
 
 The expiry of the proclamation issued by Donald Trump will now result in the issuing of H-1B visas by the 

American Diplomatic missions overseas. It will further result in bringing in talented technology professionals 

inside the country by the US Companies. 
 

No new proclamation by President Biden: 
 
 No new proclamation regarding the ban was issued by the US President till the mid-night of March 31, 2021. It 

resulted in an automatic end to the ban on issuing fresh H-1B visas to the eligible applicants. 
 
 It was reported that the White House will not renew a ban on H-1B visa as well as on other work-based visas 

imposed in 2020 because of the COVID-19 pandemic that is set to expire on March 31. 
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Republicans urge to continue the ban on H-1b Visa: 
 
 A Republican Senator from Missouri had requested President Biden to issue a fresh proclamation in order to 

continue with the ban on H-1B visa. 
 
 Senator Josh Hawley in a letter highlighted that millions of Americans are out of work and now is not the time 

to open gates to thousands of foreign workers who will be competing with the American workers for scarce 

resources and jobs. 
 

Background: 
 
 As the former President of the United States, Donald Trump had banned the foreign workers' visa; he had 

argued that these visas present a risk to the US labour market amid the economic recovery.  
 
 On December 31, 2020, he further extended the order to March 31, 2021, and mentioned that the extension was 

warranted as the pandemic continued to disrupt American lives and the problem of job loss and 

unemployment still prevails. 

 

#POLITICAL CRISIS IN JORDAN 
 
 Jordan is a unitary state that is ruled under a Constitutional 

Monarchy. Unitary state is a state that is governed as a single entity 

where the central government is ultimately supreme. In a 

Constitutional monarchy, a monarch (ruler or king) exercises 

authority in accordance to a written or unwritten constitution. 
 

What is Jordan Crisis? 
 
 The former crown prince Hamzah was recently placed under de 

facto house arrest. He is the half-brother of the King Abdullah. 

Hamzah was accused of undermining national security.  
 
 This was because he attended the meetings with tribal leaders that 

openly criticized the ruling monarch. According to Jordanian Government, there had been an attempt for a 

political coup to destabilize the country. The Government also says that foreign entities also attended the 

meeting. 
 

What is the significance of stability in Jordan? 
 
 Jordan was created after the First World War. It has remained stable for decades in a part of the world that is 

prone to conflict and political uncertainty. According to the Gulf and Western countries, Jordan is a strategic 

partner that can be relied upon for further political objectives in the region.  
 
 The support of Jordanian intelligence is highly important to fight against terrorism in the region.  The 

conflicts in the region include Syrian crisis, Israel-Palestine conflict, etc. Jordan has served as a good host to the 

refugees from the war prone zones. Today refugees make up half of population of Jordan. 
 
 During 2003 US invasion of Iraq, Jordan had welcomed refugees from Iraq. It currently hosts 10 lakh refugees 

from Syria. Jordan is highly important for the future peace deals between Israel and Palestine. 
 

How did Jordan get amidst regional powers? 
 
 Initially Jordan maintained close relations with the US and also with the Sunni Muslim powers of UAE and 

Saudi Arabia. They together stand against the Shia of Iran. 
 
 In 1994, Jordan signed a peace deal with Israel and since then the two countries maintain diplomatic relations. 

However, the friction began after the Saudi-UAE‘s blockade of Qatar in 2017. Saudi and UAE moved to punish 

Qatar for its ties with extremist groups. Jordan too downgraded its relations with Qatar.  
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 However, it maintained cordial terms with Qatar. It even accepted financial assistance from Qatar. This 

created tensions between Jordan and Saudi Arabia and its allies in the region. 
 
 Jordan also faced criticisms for maintaining strong ties with Turkey. Jordan disagreed to back Syrian crisis 

along with UAE and Saudi Arabia. Later Jordan ended up in trouble after being exposed for munitions support 

for Libyan strongman Khalifa Haftar. 
 
 After UAE normalized its relations with Israel, the role of Jordan as the Interlocutor of the region has 

diminished. Interlocutor is a person who takes part in a dialogue or conversation. 

 

#UKRAINE URGES TO JOIN NATO ALLIANCE 
 
Ukrainian President urged the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) to speed up his country‘s membership 

in the alliance. 

 Ukraine hopes to be invited this year to join a NATO Membership Action Plan (MAP). 
 

Reasons for Ukraine to Join NATO: 
 
 Ukraine is of the opinion that joining NATO is the 

only way to end fighting with pro-Russia separatists. 

 There is an increase in clashes and Russian military 

movements on the border raise fears of an escalation of 

the separatist conflict in eastern Ukraine. 

 Ukraine accuses Russia of massing thousands of 

military personnel on its northern and eastern borders 

as well as on the Crimean peninsula (annexed by 

Russia in 2014). 

 Ukraine‘s Western allies have rushed to its defence, 

with a series of statements warning Russia against 

taking further action. 

 India did not join the Western powers‘ 

condemnation of Russia‘s intervention in Crimea and 

kept a low profile on the issue. 
 

Membership Action Plan 
 
 It is a NATO programme of advice, assistance and 

practical support tailored to the individual needs of 

countries wishing to join the Alliance. 

 Participation in the MAP does not prejudge any 

decision by the Alliance on future membership. 

 Bosnia and Herzegovina is currently participating in 

MAP. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NATO is a military alliance established by the 

North Atlantic Treaty (also called 

the Washington Treaty) of 4th April, 1949, by 

the United States, Canada, and several Western 

European nations to provide collective security 

against the Soviet Union. It is headquartered 

at Brussels, Belgium. A key provision of the 

treaty, the so-called Article 5, states that if one 

member of the alliance is attacked in Europe or 

North America, it is to be considered an attack 

on all members. That effectively put Western 

Europe under the "nuclear umbrella" of the US. 

NATO has only once invoked Article 5, on 

12th September, 2001, following the 9/11 attacks 

on the World Trade Center in the US. NATO's 

protection does not extend to members' civil 

wars or internal coups. As of 30th March 2021, 

there are 30 member states, with the Republic of 

North Macedonia becoming the latest member to 

join the alliance in 2020. 
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#THE SAUDI GREEN INIATIVE 
 
Recently, Saudi Arabia launched Saudi Green Initiative and the Middle East Green Initiative to combat the threat 

of climate change. 
 

Background and G20 Summit: 
 
 One of the main pillars of the Saudi G20 presidency was to safeguard the planet. 

 In 2020, G20 introduced initiatives like establishing a Global Coral Reef Research and Development 

Accelerator Platform and the Circular Carbon Economy (CCE) Platform. 

 Saudi Arabia reiterated that it is committed to lead regional efforts to address climate change and has been 

making steady progress in this direction. Saudi Arabia established the Environmental Special Forces in 2019. 

Saudi Green Initiative: 

 Aim: To raise the vegetation cover, reduce carbon emissions, combat pollution and land degradation, and 

preserve marine life. 

 Features:10 billion trees will be planted in the Kingdom. 

 To reduce carbon emissions by more than 4% of global contributions, through a renewable energy 

programme that will generate 50% of Saudi‘s energy from renewables by 2030. 

 Saudi Arabia is working towards raising the percentage of its protected areas to more than 30% of its total 

land area, exceeding the global target of 17%. 

Middle East Green Initiative : 

 Aim: To preserve marine and coastal environments, increase the proportion of natural reserves and protected 

land, improve the regulation of oil production, accelerate the transition to clean energy and boost the amount 

of energy generated by renewables. 

 Features: Saudi Arabia will work with the Gulf Cooperation Council countries and regional partners to plant 

an additional 40 billion trees in the West Asian region. 

 It represents 5% of the global target of planting one trillion trees and reducing 2.5% of global carbon levels. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/climate-change-and-development-in-india
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 Saudi Arabia will convene an annual summit called the Middle East Green Initiative which will host leaders 

from the government, scientists and environmentalists to discuss the details of implementation. 

 In partnership with participating countries, innovative methods will be researched to irrigate from treated 

water, cloud seeding and other purpose-driven solutions such as planting native trees which requires support 

for three years to grow and will then be able to survive on their own with natural irrigation. 

 As part of the Middle East Green initiative, Saudi Arabia will work with the Gulf Cooperation Council countries 

and regional partners to plant an additional 40 billion trees in the West Asian region. 

 It represents 5% of the global target of planting one trillion trees and reducing 2.5% of global carbon levels. 

 Saudi Arabia has been sharing its expertise and know-how with its neighbouring countries to reduce carbon 

emissions resulting from hydrocarbon production in the region by 60% and globally by 10%. 

 Current Support:Saudi Arabia has been sharing its expertise and know-how with its neighbouring countries 

to reduce carbon emissions resulting from hydrocarbon production in the region by 60% and globally by 

10%. 

 Saudi Arabia currently operates the largest carbon capture and utilisation plant in the world, it also operates 

one of the region‘s most advanced CO2-enhanced oil recovery plants that captures and stores 8,00,000 tonnes of 

CO2 annually. 
 

Appreciating Indian Efforts: 

 Saudi Arabia also appreciated India‘s remarkable commitments to tackle climate change as India is on track to 

achieve its Paris Agreement targets. 

 India‘s renewable energy capacity is the fourth largest in the world. India has an ambitious target of 

achieving 450 gigawatts of renewable energy capacity by 2030. 
 

Significance of the mission 

 The "Saudi Green Initiative" aims to raise vegetation cover, land degradation, preserve marine life and reduce 

carbon emissions. Under this initiative, 10 billion trees will be planted within the kingdom in the years to come. 

With this initiative, the kingdom will contribute to raising the percentage of the protected area to more than 30 

per cent of its total land area, representing 600,000 square kilometres.  

 It will also reduce carbon emissions by more than 4 per cent of global contributions which will be achieved 

by adopting a renewable energy programmethat would generate 50 per cent of the kingdom's energy from 

renewables by 2030. 

 Crown Prince Mohammed Bin Salman also announced The "Middle East Green Initiative" and the kingdom 

under this initiative will coordinate with neighbouring countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council states and 

Middle Eastern Countries.  

 Under this initiative, 40 billion trees will be planted in the Middle East. This tree plantation program is 

claimed to be largest reforestation program in the world, double the size of the Great Green Wall in the Sahel 

which is the second-largest such regional initiative. 

 The "Middle East Green" initiative announced by Crown Prince Mohammed Bin Salman aims to plant 50 billion 

trees in the world. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has opted for a more sustainable future with the launch of 

"Green Saudi" and "Middle East Green" initiatives. Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed Bin Salman has called the 

leaders of Qatar, Iran, Sudan, Kuwait, Bahrain to talk about the tree planting project. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/five-years-of-paris-climate-accord
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 The initiatives that have been announced by the Crown Prince on March 27 will help in reducing carbon 

emissions by 60 per cent in the region, reported by The Saudi Press agency.  

 The initiative launched by the Crown Prince aimed to chart a path that would support the kingdom and the 

region in protecting the planet.  

 The Saudi Press Agency quoted the Crown Prince as saying that being the leading global oil producer, the 

kingdom recognizes its responsibility in advancing the fight against climate change. The Crown Prince added 

that the Kingdom and the region face climate changes such as desertification which is an immediate economic 

risk to the kingdom and region.  

 
 

Saudi Arabia‘s carbon mission 

 Saudi Arabia currently operates the largest carbon capture and utilisation plant in the world, turning half a 

million tonnes of CO2 annually into products such as fertilizers and methanol. 

 It also operates one of the region‘s most advanced CO2-enhanced oil recovery plants that captures and stores 

8,00,000 tonnes of CO2 annually. 

Related Indian Initiatives 

 National Clean Air Programme (NCAP): It was launched in January 2019. 

 The Central government launched a five-year action plan with a tentative target of 20-30% reduction in 

concentrations of PM10 and PM2.5 by 2024, with 2017 as the base year. 

 Unlike earlier initiatives which focussed largely on the national capital region, this is a comprehensive pan-India 

air pollution abatement scheme for 102 cities which were identified by Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) 

on the basis of their ambient air quality data between 2011 and 2015. 

Bharat Stage Norms 

 The Bharat Stage (BS) are standards instituted by the government to regulate the emission of air pollutants from 

motor vehicles. 

 With appropriate fuel and technology, they limit the release of air pollutants such as nitrogen oxides, carbon 

monoxide, hydrocarbons, Particulate Matter (PM) and sulfur oxides from vehicles using internal combustion 

engines. 

 As the stage goes up, the control of emissions becomes stricter. 

 The standards and the timeline for implementation are set by the Central Pollution Control Board 

(CPCB) under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change. 

 The standards are based on European regulations that were first introduced in 2000. 

Unnat Jyoti by Affordable LEDs for All (UJALA) 

 It was launched in 2015 with a target of replacing 77 crore incandescent lamps with LED bulbs and to nullify the 

high-cost of LEDs that acted as a barrier previously in the adoption of energy-efficient systems. 

 The scheme was implemented to set up a phase-wise LED distribution. 

 The objective is to promote efficient lighting, enhance awareness on using efficient equipment that will reduce 

electricity bills and preserve the environment. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/govt-launches-mission-to-fight-air-pollution
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/reducing-so2-emissions
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/reducing-so2-emissions
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 It is the world‘s largest domestic lighting project. 

International Solar Alliance 

 The launch of the International Solar Alliance (ISA) was announced by the Prime Minister of India (Narendra 

Modi) and former President of France (Francois Hollande) on 30th November 2015, at the 21st session of United 

Nations Climate Change Conference of the Parties (COP-21) in Paris, France. 

 It was conceived as a coalition of solar-resource-rich countries (which lie either completely or partly between the 

Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn) to address their special energy needs. 

 67 countries have signed and ratified the ISA framework agreement. 

 The Assembly of the ISA is the apex decision-making body which comprises representatives from each 

Member Country. 

 It aims at lowering the cost of technology and finance and thereby facilitate deployment of over 1,000 GW of 

solar energy and mobilize more than USD 1,000 billion into solar power by 2030 in Member countries. 

 Solar is a key source of affordable and reliable energy, thus it could play a significant role in achieving 

the universal energy access goal (SDG 7). 

 The Government of India has allotted 5 acres of land to the ISA in National Institute of Solar Energy 

(NISE) campus, Gurugram and has released a sum of Rs. 160 crore for creating a corpus fund, building 

infrastructure and meeting day to day recurring expenditure of the ISA up to the year 2021-22. 

 The National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) was launched in 2008 by the Prime Minister's Council 

on Climate Change. 

 It aims at creating awareness among the representatives of the public, different agencies of the government, 

scientists, industry and the communities on the threat posed by climate change and the steps to counter it. 

 

#WTO TRIPS AGRREMENT & INDIA‘S CONCERN 
 
 The Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights 

(TRIPS) Agreement is in the news now because of the recent 

US decision to support the temporary waiver of patent rules for 

the coronavirus vaccines. This is an important topic from 

multiple perspectives for the UPSC exam including economy, 

international relations, current affairs, etc. 

TRIPS Agreement 
 
 Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Right (TRIPS) 

is an agreement on international IP rights. 

 TRIPS came into force in 1995, as part of the agreement that 

established the World Trade Organisation (WTO). 

 TRIPS establishes minimum standards for the availability, scope, and use of seven forms of intellectual property 

namely, trademarks, copyrights, geographical indications, patents, industrial designs, layout designs for 

integrated circuits, and undisclosed information or trade secrets.  

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/unfccc
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/unfccc
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/solar-thermal-energy-technology
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/solar-thermal-energy-technology
https://byjus.com/ias-exam/
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 It applies basic international trade principles regarding intellectual property to member states. It is applicable to 

all WTO members. 

 TRIPS Agreement lays down the permissible exceptions and limitations for balancing the interests of intellectual 

property with the interests of public health and economic development. 

 TRIPS is the most comprehensive international agreement on IP and it has a major role in enabling trade in 

creativity and knowledge, in resolving trade disputes over intellectual property, and in assuring WTO members 

the latitude to achieve their domestic policy objectives.  

 It frames the IP system in terms of innovation, technology transfer and public welfare.  

 The TRIPS Council is responsible for administering and monitoring the operation of the TRIPS Agreement. 

 TRIPS was negotiated during the Uruguay Round of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) in 

1986–1994. The TRIPS Agreement is also described as a ―Berne and Paris-plus‖ Agreement 

 

What are Intellectual Property Rights 
 
 Intellectual property rights are the rights given to persons over the creations of their minds. Intellectual property 

rights (IPRs) are legal rights that protect these creations.  

 In contrast to rights over tangible property, IP rights give their owners rights to exclude others from making use 

of their creations only for a limited period. IP rights entitle the owners to receive a royalty or any sort of financial 

compensation or payment when another person uses their creations. 
 

What is Intellectual Property? 
 
 ―Intellectual property‖ refers to creations of the mind. These creations can take many different forms, such as 

artistic expressions, signs, symbols and names used in commerce, designs and inventions.  

 IP rights are generally classified into two categories: 

 Copyright and rights related to copyright: This rights relates to rights protecting art works, literary works, 

computer programmes, films, musical compositions, sculptures, paintings, etc. Related rights also include rights 

of performers, broadcasting organisations, and producers of phonograms (sound recordings). The main purpose 

of protection of copyright and related rights is to encourage and reward creative work. 

 Industrial property: There are two main areas of rights under this head. 

 The protection of distinctive signs, especially trademarks (which differentiate the goods or services of one 

organisation/establishment from those of other undertakings) and geographical indications. These rights are 

aimed at protecting and ensuring fair competition consumer protection. 

 The second type of industrial property rights are protected primarily to stimulate innovation, design and the 

creation of technology. These rights protect innovations by patents, trade secrets and industrial designs. 
 

TRIPS Significance 
 

 The TRIPS Agreement makes protection of intellectual property rights an integral part of the multilateral trading 

system, as embodied in the WTO. The agreement is often termed one of the three ―pillars‖ of the WTO, the 

other two being trade in goods (the traditional domain of the GATT) and trade in services. 

 Before TRIPS, the extent of protection and enforcement of IP rights varied widely across nations and as 

intellectual property became more important in trade, these differences became a source of tension in 

international economic relations.  
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 Therefore, it was considered prudent to have new trade rules for IP rights in order to have more order and 

predictability, and also to settle disputes in an orderly manner. 
 

TRIPS Agreement Latest Concern 
 

 In view of the COVID-19 pandemic, India and South Africa had proposed to the WTO in October 2020 that the 

TRIPS Agreement (that included patent protection to pharmaceutical products including COVID vaccines) be 

waived off for COVID vaccines, medicines and diagnostics for the time period of the pandemic in order to make 

vaccines and drugs for COVID available to a maximum number of people worldwide. 

 If the vaccines are patent protected, only a few pharmaceutical companies from developed western countries 

would be able to manufacture it, making such drugs unavailable or inaccessible due to the high costs to people of 

other countries, especially, developing and least developed countries. 

 The US, which was opposed to any TRIPS waiver, has backed this proposal, along with the EU. This move has 

been welcomed by many since it might lead to the manufacture of more volumes of COVID vaccines enabling the 

whole world to get rid of the coronavirus at the earliest. 

 However, pharmaceutical companies have protested the move saying this would not necessarily ensure vaccine 

availability since developing countries did not have the capability to produce the vaccines. 
 

Arguments in favour of relaxing TRIPS rules 
 

 This would make the vaccines more available to people of developing countries and also LCDs. 

 Life-saving drugs and vaccines should be made available to everyone and pharmaceutical companies should not 

be looking to make profits out of these. There is an ethical and moral issue here. 

 With particular reference to the COVID-19 pandemic, it is said that no one is safe unless everyone is safe. In this 

respect, it is imperative that vaccines are made available to everyone in countries affected since it can easily 

spread to all countries as seen in the first wave. 

 Rules granting monopolies that place the right to access basic healthcare in a position of constant peril must 

end. 

 

Arguments made by opponents of TRIPS waiver 
 

 Unless corporations are rewarded for their inventions, they would be unable to recoup amounts invested by 

them in research and development. 

 Without the right to monopolise production there will be no incentive to innovate.  

 They also claim that companies in the developing world do not have the capacity to manufacture vaccines or 

drugs on a large scale. 
 

Concerns 
 

 Just a waiver of the IP rights rules without further assistance such as technology transfer to generic 

pharmaceutical companies in developing countries would render the move useless.  

 This is because there would also necessitate tech transfer for the pharmaceutical companies to start the production 

since vaccines like the mRNA vaccines require highly sophisticated manufacturing equipment.  

 Not only technology and equipment, raw materials and probably personnel would also need to be transferred 

for developing countries to be able to produce vaccines on a large scale. 
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 It could also take several years before the generic pharmaceutical companies‘ plants become operational at 

optimal capacity and produce vaccines, which is a problem because it is doubted whether vaccines produced 

today would be effective against any new strain of the virus. 

US support for waiving IP protection of COVID vaccines 

 
 The United States has announced the support for waiving Intellectual Property (IP) protection for Covid-

19 vaccines. 

 The decision is a breakthrough in India and South Africa's attempts to get World Trade Organisation 

(WTO) member countries to agree to such a waiver to fight the pandemic equitably. 
 

Need to Waive Patents on Covid Vaccines: 

 Monopoly of Drug Companies: At present, only drug companies which own patents are authorised to 

manufacture Covid vaccines. 

 A lifting of patents will allow the formula to be shared with other companies. 

 Vaccine Cost: Once the formula is shared, any company which possesses the required technology and 

infrastructure can produce vaccines. 

 This will lead to cheaper and more generic versions of Covid vaccines and will be a big step in overcoming 

vaccine shortage. 

 Inequitable Distribution of Vaccines: This has opened up a glaring gap between developing and wealthier 

countries now. 

 The countries having surplus doses of vaccines have already vaccinated a considerable percentage of their 

population and are returning to normalcy. 

 Whereas, the poorer nations continue to face shortages, have overburdened healthcare systems and hundreds 

dying daily. 

 Against the Interests of the World: The longer Covid circulates in developing nations, there is a greater chance 

of more vaccine-resistant, deadly mutations of the virus emerging. 
 

Significance for India: 

 

 Help in Increasing Production: The bulk of the vaccine doses produced in India are taken up by foreign 

countries which could pay more for the doses. 

 

 This move can help scale up production to meet demand besides making the vaccines more affordable 

for everyone. 

 

 Preparation for the Third Wave: Indian authorities have stated that the third wave of the pandemic is 

inevitable. 

 

 Once the number of cases and deaths plateau, addressing shortages and making more affordable 

vaccines readily accessible could be the best way to prepare for the surge once again. 

 

 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper3/intellectual-property-rights
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/coronavirus-disease-named-covid-19
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 Counter Arguments: 

 Vaccine Quality and Safety may get Compromised: Lifting of patents would be a compromise on control of 

safety and quality standards for vaccine manufacturing. 

 Disincentive Pharmaceutical Companies: Lifting of patents would be a huge deterrent to investing heavily on 

vaccine development during pandemics in the future. 

 Can Lead to Confusion: Eliminating those protections would undermine the global response to the pandemic, 

including ongoing effort to tackle new variants. 

 It will create confusion that could potentially undermine public confidence in vaccine safety, and create a barrier 

to information sharing. 
 

#US RECOGNIZED ―ARMENIAN GENOCIDE‖ 
 
Recently, the US President officially recognized the mass killings of Armenians by Ottoman Turks in 1915-16 as an 

act of genocide. 
 
 The Armenian diaspora marks 24th April as Armenian Genocide Remembrance Day. 

 

Genocide (Meaning): 

 According to Article II of the United Nations (UN) Convention on Genocide of December 1948, genocide has 

been described as carrying out acts intended ―to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnic, racial or 

religious group‖. 

 Raphael Lemkin, the Polish lawyer, coined the term ―genocide‖ in 1943. 
 

Armenian Genocide: 

 The Armenian Genocide is called the first genocide of the 20th century. It refers to the systematic annihilation 

of Armenians in the Ottoman Empire from 1915 to 1917. 

 After the First World War broke out in November 1914, the Ottoman Turks participated in the war, siding with 

Germany and the Austro-Hungarian empire. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/united-nations-1
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 The Ottoman Turks believed the Armenians would side with Russia in the war. This resulted in the Ottoman 

Turks engaging in a mass-removal campaign of Armenians from the border areas along the Eastern Front. 

 On 24th April, 1915, Ottoman Turkish government officials arrested and executed thousands of Armenian 

intellectuals. It was the start of the Armenian Genocide. 

 Armenian families, including small children, were forced to walk for days without food, water and shelter in 

the deserts of Syria and Arabia. 

 According to estimates, approximately 1.5 million Armenians died during the genocide, either in massacres 

and in killings, or from ill treatment, abuse and starvation. 

 Significance of this Recognition: The acknowledgement by the US government will have little legal impact on 

Turkey, other than becoming a cause for embarrassment for the country and giving other countries the 

impetus to also acknowledge the genocide. 

 According to the Armenian National Institute, 30 countries officially recognise the Armenian Genocide. 
 

Turkey‘s Response: 

 Such moves would only set back the already strained relationship between US and Turkey, both of whom 

are North Atlantic Treaty Organization allies. 

 Ties between the US and Turkey have been strained over a range of issues that include Turkey‘s purchase of 

Russian S-400 defence systems, foreign policy differences with regard to Syria, human rights and other 

intersecting legal issues. 

 Turkey has acknowledged that atrocities were committed against Armenians, but denies it was a 

genocide (which comes with legal implications) and challenges the estimates that 1.5 million were killed. 
 

India‘s Stand: 

 India that has not formally recognised the Armenian Genocide has primarily adopted this stance in the 

interests of its wider foreign policy decisions and geo-political interests in the region. 

 India does not have any domestic law on genocide, even though it has ratified the United Nations 

Convention on Genocide. 

 This was even observed by the Delhi High Court in State v. Sajjan Kumar (2018). The case concerned the mass 

killing of Sikhs during the anti-Sikh riots in 1984 in Delhi — and throughout the country. 
 

Armenia & Azerbaijan war: Role of Regional Nations 
 
 Centre of Conflict: Nagorno-Karabakh, the centre of the conflict, is located within Azerbaijan but is populated, 

mostly, by those of Armenian ethnicity (and mostly Christian compared to the Shia Muslim majority 

Azerbaijan). 

 Background of the Conflict: The conflict can be traced back to the pre-Soviet era when the region was at the 

meeting point of Ottoman, Russian and the Persian empires. 

 Once Azerbaijan and Armenia became Soviet Republics in 1921, Russia (erstwhile Sovient Union) gave 

Nagorno-Karabakh to Azerbaijan but offered autonomy to the contested region. 

 In the 1980s, when the Soviet power was receding, separatist currents picked up in Nagorno-Karabakh. In 1988, 

the national assembly voted to dissolve the region‘s autonomous status and join Armenia. 

 However, Azerbaijan suppressed such calls, which led to a military conflict. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/nato-ally-status-to-india
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 Flash Point of Conflict: The self-declaration of independence by Nagorno-Karabakh in September 1991 in the 

backdrop of an imminent collapse of the USSR resulted in a war between Azerbaijan and Nagorno-Karabakh — 

supported by Armenia. 

 Ceasefire: This clash lasted till a ceasefire agreement was reached in 1994, mediated largely by Russia. Since 

then, the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) Minsk Group co-chaired by the USA, 

Russia and France have engaged Azerbaijan and Armenia extensively to resolve the conflict. 

 By that time, Armenia had taken control of Nagorno-Karabakh and handed it to Armenian rebels. 

 Present Day Condition: The rebels have declared independence, but have not won recognition from any 

country. 

 The region is still treated as a part of Azerbaijan by the international community, and Azerbaijan wants to take it 

back. 
 

Strategic Significance of The Region 

 
 The energy-rich Azerbaijan has built several gas and oil pipelines across the Caucasus (the region between 

the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea) to Turkey and Europe. 
 
 
 Some of these pipelines pass close to the conflict zone (within 16 km of the border). 
 
 
 In an open war between the two countries, the pipelines could be targeted, which would impact energy 

supplies and may even lead to higher oil prices globally. 
 
 

Role of Regional Players 

 Turkey: The conflict between the two former Soviet republics has wider geopolitical implications as Turkey, 

which shares a border with Armenia, is backing Azerbaijan. 

 Given the deep cultural ties between the two countries, Turkey is staunchly backing Azerbaijan. 

 Further, this fits well into Turkey‘s aggressive foreign policy, which seeks to expand Turkish interests to the 

former Ottoman territories. 

 Russia: Russia enjoys good ties with both Azerbaijan and Armenia and supplies weapons to both. 

 Armenia is more dependent on Russia than the energy-rich Azerbaijan and Russia also has a military base in 

Armenia. 

 Therefore, Russia is trying to strike a balance between the two, by mediating a ceasefire between the warring 

sides, but it has yet to convene a meeting of Armenian and Azerbaijani political or military leaderships. 
 

Balancing Between The Two Extremes 

 The conflict is essentially a conflict between two international principles viz. the principle of territorial integrity 

advocated by Azerbaijan and the principle of the right to self-determination invoked by Nagorno-Karabakh 

and supported by Armenia. 

 India has every reason not to support Azerbaijan‘s territorial integrity as Azerbaijan has shown scant regard for 

India‘s territorial integrity violated by Pakistan in Jammu and Kashmir. 

 At the same time it is difficult for India to publicly endorse Nagorno-Karabakh is right for self-determination in 

view of the possible repercussions it can have repercussions for India as its adversaries like Pakistan may 

misuse it not only by making erroneous connections with Kashmir but also re-ignite secessionist movement in 

certain parts of India. 
 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/turkey-greece-stand-off
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Madrid Principles 
 
 Co-chaired by Russia, France and the U.S., the Minsk Group put forward in 2007 the Madrid Principles as the 

basis for the formulation of a peace treaty between Armenia and Azerbaijan. 

 In concrete terms, the Madrid Principles envisaged the demilitarisation of Nagorno-Karabakh, the Armenian 

majority region that seceded from Azerbaijan towards the end of the Soviet Union, and the gradual liberation of 

Azerbaijani territory that Armenia had occupied in the 1991-94 war. 

 These steps are also consistent with the UN Security Council‘s 1993 resolutions, calling for the unconditional 

withdrawal of Armenian occupying forces from Azerbaijan. 

 Besides, the Madrid Principles mentioned that international peacekeeping operations were to be deployed 

immediately after the Peace Agreement came into force, to monitor the Armenian redeployment 

 Also, internally displaced persons and refugees were to be provided the right to return to their original place of 

residence. 
 

Armenia & Azerbaijan Peace Deal 
 

 Recently, Russia has brokered a new peace deal between Armenia and Azerbaijan. Both counties have been in 

a military conflict over the disputed region of Nagorno-Karabakh in the South Caucasus. 
 

New Peace Deal: 

 Both sides will now maintain positions in the areas that they currently hold, which will mean a significant gain 

for Azerbaijan as it has reclaimed over 15-20% of its lost territory during the recent conflict. 

 All military operations are suspended and Russian peacekeepers will be deployed for a period of five 

years, along the line of contact in Nagorno-Karabakh and along the Lachin corridor which links the Karabakh 

capital, Stepanakert, to Armenia. 

 Refugees and internally displaced persons will return to the region and the adjacent territories and the two 

sides will also exchange prisoners of wars and bodies. 

 A new corridor will be opened from Nakhchivan to Azerbaijan, which will be under Russian control. 

 Reactions: Armenian people are against the deal and have protested while Azerbaijan is pleased with the deal 

and considered it of ―historic importance‖. 

 

Russia‘s Role: 

 Russia has always taken a balanced position on the matter and has traditionally good relations with both 

countries. It supplies arms to both countries. 

 Russia has a military base in Armenia and both are members of the Moscow-led Collective Security Treaty 

Organisation. 

 The treaty envisages Russia's military support if Armenia is attacked. However, it does not include Nagorno-

Karabakh or the other Azerbaijani regions around it seized by Armenian forces. 

 At the same time, Russia also has strong ties to Azerbaijan, which is being openly backed by Turkey, a North 

Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) member. 
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ECONOMIC AFFAIRS 

#WORLD ECONOMIC OUTLOOK: IMF 
 

 The International Monetary Fund projected a 12.5% growth rate 

for India in the year 2021. It is stronger than that of China which 

was the only major economy globally to have a positive growth 

rate amid the pandemic in 2020. 
 
 The global financial institution in its annual world economic 

outlook stated that the Indian economy is expected to grow by 

6.9% in 2022. The statement was made ahead of the IMF‘s annual 

spring meeting with the World Bank. 
 
 India‘s economy in 2020 had contracted by a record 8%, said IMF 

as it projected a 12.5% growth rate for the country in 2021. On the 

other hand, China, which was the only economy with a positive 

growth rate of 2.3% in 2020, has been projected to grow by 8.6% 

in 2021 and 5.6% in 2022. 
 

Stronger recovery for the global economy in 2021 and 2022: 
 
 Gita Gopinath, the Chief Economist at the International Monetary Fund stated that a stronger recovery for the 

global economy has been projected in 2021 and 2022 compared to IMF‘s previous forecast. IMF now projects 

growth to be 6% in the year 2021 and 4.4% in 2022. 
 
 The global economy in 2020 had contracted by 3.3 percent. As per the report, after an estimated contraction of 

3.3 per cent last year, the global economy is expected to grow by 6 per cent in 2021 and moderate to 4.4% in 2022. 
 

Smaller contraction for 2020 than projected: 
 
 The contraction for the year 2020 is 1.1% points smaller than projected in October 2020 World Economic 

Outlook. 
 
 It clearly reflects the higher-than-expected growth outturns in the second half of the year as most regions after 

the lockdown was eased and economies started adapting the new ways of working. 
 
 According to Gita Gopinath, the policymakers will require to continue supporting their economies. It will 

require better-targeted measures to leave space for prolonged support if needed. With multi-speed recoveries, a 

tailored approach is required, with the policies formulated to the stage of the pandemic, the structural 

characteristics of individual countries, and the strength of the economic recovery. 
 
 The emphasis of the countries must be on escaping health crisis by prioritizing vaccinations, health care 

spending, and health care infrastructure. Fiscal support must be well-targeted to the affected households and 

firms. 
 

Steps to be taken once the health crisis is over: 
 
 Once the global health crisis is over, the policy efforts by the world economies must focus more on building 

inclusive, resilient, and greener economies in order to boost theeconomic recovery and for raising the potential 

output. 
 
 Gopinath states that the priorities must include green infrastructure investment in order to help mitigating 

climate change, strengthen social assistance to arrest rising inequality and invest in digital infrastructure to 

boost production capacity. 
 
 The global economy has shrunk by 4.3% in 2020. It was over two and half times more than during the 2009 
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global financial crisis. 

 
 

#ADB PROJECTED INDIA‘S GDP GROWTH 
 
 The Asian Development Bank projected that the gross domestic product (GDP) of India will rebound strongly 

by 11% in the Financial year 2021 ending on March 31, 2022. 
 
 The projected growth will be because of the continued economic recovery boosted by the vaccine rollout, 

increased public investment, and a surge in domestic demand.  
 

 The forecast by ADB assumes that the COVID-19 vaccines 

are deployed extensively all over the country and that the 

second wave of the pandemic is contained. 
 
 ADB, in its latest flagship economic publication, Asian 

Development Outlook (ADO) 2021, projects the economic 

growth of India to moderate to 7% in FY 2022 as the base 

effects disappear.  
 

 The Indian economy is expected to have contracted by 8% in 

FY2020 in line with the second advance estimate of the 

government. 
 

India‘s economic activity to continue its recovery: 
 
 According to Takeo Konishi, ADB Country Director for 

India, the Indian economy faced its worst contraction in FY 

2020 because of the pandemic outbreak. 
 
 With the ongoing vaccination drive and large government 

stimulus, India‘s economic activity will continue its recovery 

started from the third quarter of Financial Year 2020. It will 

rebound strongly in the current financial year with an increase 

in domestic demand, particularly in the urban services. 
 
 Konishi added that the Indian Government‘s boost to the 

public investment through its incentives for manufacturing, 

infrastructure push, and continued support to increase rural 

incomes will support the country‘s accelerated recovery. 
 

What measures by the government will help in an economic recovery? 
 
 The economic activity of India will continue to recover with the help of the government‘s measures including the 

large stimulus package in FY2020 as well as an increase in the capital expenditure budget in FY 2021. 

 Increased expenditure by the Indian Government on water, health care, and sanitation will strengthen the 

nation‘s resilience against future pandemics. 

 

 Private investment has been expected to pick up as well as the accommodative credit conditions. Domestic 

demand is also expected to remain the main driver of growth. 
 
 A faster vaccine rollout will help in increasing the urban demand or the services while the rural demand will be 

boosted by the government‘s support to farmers and agricultural growth. 
 
 The agricultural sector will be further boosted by the forecast of a normal monsoon and the bumper harvest of the 

summer crops. 
 
 Push to the manufacturing sector by the Indian Government through the production-linked incentive scheme 

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is 

a regional development bank established on 

19 December 1966, which is headquartered 

in the Ortigas Center located in the city 

of Mandaluyong, Metro Manila, Philippines. 

The company also maintains 31 field offices 

around the world to promote social 

and economic development in Asia. The bank 

admits the members of the United Nations 

Economic and Social Commission for Asia 

and the Pacific (UNESCAP, formerly the 

Economic Commission for Asia and the Far 

East or ECAFE) and non-regional developed 

countries.From 31 members at its 

establishment, ADB now has 68 members. 

The ADB was modeled closely on the World 

Bank, and has a similar weighted voting 

system where votes are distributed in 

proportion with members' capital 

subscriptions. ADB releases an annual 

report that summarizes its operations, 

budget and other materials for review by 

the public. 
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will further expand domestic production and will help integrate domestic manufacturing with global supply 

chains. 
 

Inflation projected to be moderate in FY2021 and FY2022 
 
 The Asian Development Bank has projected inflation in India, after rising to 6.2% in FY2020, to be moderate to 

5.2% in FY 2021 as the supply chain recovery and good harvest contain domestic food inflation. 
 
 Inflation has been expected to further ease up to 4.8% in Financial Year 2022 on the moderating domestic 

demand s the economy returns to normal. As per Asian Development Outlook, this will help the central bank in 

maintaining an accommodative stance by ensuring ample liquidity as well as keeping the long-term interest rates 

from rising. 
 

Downside risks that can impact the recovery: 
 
 According to ADB, an uncertain pandemic trajectory with a prolonged second wave of Coronavirus pandemic 

despite the vaccination push can affect India‘s economic normalization. 
 
 However, the forecast by ADB, expects the economic impact of the second wave to be relatively low compared to 

the first wave in line with the global experience. 
 
 Other downside risks to the economic recovery include the further tightening of global financial conditions on the 

fast recovery in the developed nations, which will further apply pressure on India‘s market interest rates. 

 

#RBI MONETARY POLICY: RATES REMAIN UNCHANGED 
 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has released the Monetary Policy Report for the month of April 2021. 
 

Unchanged Policy Rates: 
 
o Repo Rate - 4%. 

o Reverse Repo Rate - 3.35%. 

o Marginal Standing Facility (MSF) - 4.25%. 

o Bank Rate- 4.25%. 
 

 GDP Projection: Real Gross Domestic Product 

(GDP) growth for 2021-22 has been retained 

at 10.5%. 

 Inflation: RBI has revised the projection 

for Consumer Price Index (CPI) inflation to: 
 
 5.0% in Quarter 4 of 2020-21. 

 5.2% in Quarter 1 of 2021-22. 

 5.2% in Quarter 2 of 2021-22. 

 4.4% in Quarter 3 of 2021-22. 

 5.1% in Quarter 4 of 2021-22. 

 
 Accommodative Stance: The RBI decided 

to continue with the accommodative stance as 

long as necessary to sustain growth on a durable 

basis and continue to mitigate the impact 

of Covid-19 on the economy, while ensuring 

that inflation remains within the target going 

forward. 

 

The Reserve Bank of India is India's central 

bank and regulatory body under the  

jurisdiction of Ministry of Finance , Government of 

India. It is responsible for the  issue and supply of 

the Indian rupee and the regulation of the Indian 

banking system. It also manages the country's main 

payment systems and works to promote its economic 

development. Its top official is designated 

as Governor who is a civil servant of 

the IAS or IES or ISS cadre. Until the Monetary Policy 

Committee was established in 2016, it also had full 

control monetary policy in India.It commenced its 

operations on 1 April 1935 in accordance with 

the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934.The original 

share capital was divided into shares of 100 each 

fully paid.Following India's independence on 15 

August 1947, the RBI was nationalized on 1 January 

1949. It is a member bank of the Asian Clearing 

Union. The bank is also active in promoting financial 

inclusion policy and is a leading member of 

the Alliance for Financial Inclusion (AFI). The 

bank is often referred to by the name 'Mint Street'. 
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Support to Financial Institutions: 
 

 RBI would extend fresh support of Rs. 50,000 crore to the All India Financial Institutions for new lending 

in Financial Year (FY) 2021-22. 
 
 National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) will be provided a Special Liquidity 

Facility (SLF) of Rs. 25,000 crore for one year to support agriculture and allied activities, the rural non-farm 

sector and Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) - Micro-Finance Institutions (MFIs). 
 
 An SLF of Rs. 10,000 crore will be extended to the National Housing Bank for one year to support the housing 

sector. 

 Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) will be provided Rs.15,000 crore under this facility for 

up to one year for funding of Micro, Small and Medium enterprises (MSMEs). 

 All three facilities will be available at the prevailing policy repo rate. 
 

Government Securities Acquisition Programme (G-SAP) 1.0: 
 

 About: The RBI, for the year 2021-22, has decided to put in place a secondary market Government Security (G-

sec) Acquisition Programme or G-SAP 1.0. It is part of RBIs Open Market Operations. 

 Under the programme, the RBI will commit upfront to a specific amount of Open Market Purchases of 

government securities. 

 The first purchase of government securities for an aggregate amount of Rs. 25,000 crore under G-SAP 1.0 will 

be conducted on 15th April, 2021. 

 Objective: To avoid volatility in the G-sec market in view of its central role in the pricing of other financial 

market instruments across the term structure and issuers, both in the public and private sectors 

 Significance: It will provide certainty to the bond market participants with regard to RBI‘s commitment of 

support to the bond market in FY22. 

 The announcement of this structured programme will help reduce the difference between the repo rate and 

the 10-year government bond yield. That, in turn, will help to reduce the aggregate cost of borrowing for the 

Centre and states in FY 2021-22. 

 It will enable a stable and orderly evolution of the yield curve amidst comfortable liquidity conditions. 

 A yield curve is a line that plots yields (interest rates) of bonds having equal credit quality but differing 

maturity dates. 

 The slope of the yield curve gives an idea of future interest rate changes and economic activity. 
 

Key Terms 
 
 Repo and Reverse Repo Rate: Repo rate is the rate at which the central bank of a country (Reserve Bank of 

India in case of India) lends money to commercial banks in the event of any shortfall of funds.  Here, the 

central bank purchases the security. 

 Reverse repo rate is the rate at which the RBI borrows money from commercial banks within the country. 

 Bank Rate: It is the rate charged by the RBI for lending funds to commercial banks. 

 Marginal Standing Facility (MSF): MSF is a window for scheduled banks to borrow overnight from the 

RBI in an emergency situation when interbank liquidity dries up completely. Under interbank lending, banks 

lend funds to one another for a specified term. 

 Open Market Operations: These are market operations conducted by RBI by way of sale/purchase of 

government securities to/from the market with an objective to adjust the rupee liquidity conditions in the 

market on a durable basis. 

 If there is excess liquidity, RBI resorts to sale of securities and sucks out the rupee liquidity. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/current-affairs-news-analysis-editorials/news-analysis/03-02-2021
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 Similarly, when the liquidity conditions are tight, RBI buys securities from the market, thereby releasing 

liquidity into the market. 

 It is one of the quantitative (to regulate or control the total volume of money) monetary policy tools which is 

employed by the central bank of a country to control the money supply in the economy. 

 Inflation: Inflation refers to the rise in the prices of most goods and services of daily or common use, such as 

food, clothing, housing, recreation, transport, consumer staples, etc. 

 Inflation measures the average price change in a basket of commodities and services over time. 

 Inflation is indicative of the decrease in the purchasing power of a unit of a country‘s currency. This could 

ultimately lead to a deceleration in economic growth. 
 

Consumer Price Index: 
 
 It measures price changes from the perspective of a retail buyer. It is released by the National Statistical 

Office (NSO). 

 The CPI calculates the difference in the price of commodities and services such as food, medical care, 

education, electronics etc, which Indian consumers buy for use. 
 

#CHINA‘S NEW DIGITAL CURRENCY 
 

 China in February 2021 launched the latest round of pilot trials of its new digital currency, with reported 

plans of a major roll-out by the end of the year and ahead of the Winter Olympics in Beijing in February 

2022.  
 

 While several countries have been experimenting with digital currencies, China‘s recent trials in several cities 

have placed it ahead of the curve and offered a look into how a central bank-issued digital tender may 

impact the world of digital payments. 
 

About China‘s Digital Currency 

 

 Officially titled the Digital Currency Electronic Payment (DCEP), the digital RMB (or Renminbi, China‘s 

currency) is, as its name suggests, a digital version of China‘s currency.  
 

 It can be downloaded and exchanged via an application authorised by the People‘s Bank of China (PBOC), 

China‘s central bank.  

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/rbi-keeps-policy-rates-unchanged
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 China is among a small group of countries that have begun pilot trials; others include Sweden, South Korea and 

Thailand. 
 

How is it different from an e-wallet? 
 
 Unlike an e-wallet such as Paytm in India, or Alipay or WeChat Pay in China, the Digital RMB does not 

involve a third party.  For users, the experience may broadly feel the same. But from a legal perspective, the 

digital currency is different. This is legal tender guaranteed by the central bank, not a payment guaranteed by a 

third-party operator.  
 

 There is no third-party transaction, and hence, no transaction fee. Unlike e-wallets, the digital currency does not 

require Internet connectivity. The payment is made through Near-field Communication (NFC) technology.  
 

 Also, unlike non-bank payment platforms that require users to link bank accounts, this can be opened with a 

personal identification number, which means ―China‘s unbanked population could potentially benefit‖. 
 

How widely is it being used in China? 
 
 Following trials launched last year shortly after the COVID-19 pandemic struck, 4 million transactions worth 

$300 million had used the Digital RMB, the PBOC said in November.  
 

 In the latest round of trials in February to coincide with the Chinese New Year holiday, Beijing distributed 

around $1.5 million of the currency to residents via a lottery, with ―virtual red envelopes‖ worth 200 RMB each 

(around $30) sent to each resident.  
 

 Shenzhen and Suzhou were other cities that distributed currency as part of pilot trials, which the Ministry of 

Commerce said will be expanded in coming months, with a wider roll-out expected before the Winter Olympics. 
 

What are the reasons behind the push? 
 
 Tame Private dominating Digital Payment Market: While digital payment platforms have helped to facilitate 

commerce in China, they have placed much of the country‘s money into the hands of a few technology 

companies. 
 

 By 2019, Alibaba (which is behind Alipay) controlled 55.1% of the market for mobile payments in China. 

Tencent (which owns WeChat Pay) controlled another 38.9%. 
 

 The trials by Chinese authorities coincided with moves by Chinese regulators to tame some of its Internet 

giants, like Alibaba and Tencent. 
 

 Financial Stability: A key objective of China‘s sovereign digital currency was ―to maintain financial stability 

should ‗something happen‘ to Alipay and WeChat Pay. 
 

 Counter rise of Cryptocurrencies: Chinese regulators have also warily viewed the rise of cryptocurrencies. The 

central bank-issued digital RMB will turn the logic of decentralised cryptocurrencies on its head, without the 

privacy and anonymity they offer, by giving regulators complete control over transactions.  
 

 Global motivations: Beyond China‘s borders, DCEP could help facilitate the internationalisation of the renminbi. 
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#BRITAIN‘S NEW DIGITAL CURRENCY: BRITCOIN 
 
British authorities are exploring the possibility of creating a Central 

Bank Digital Currency, being touted as "Britcoin." 
 
 It is a step towards future proofing Pound Sterling (currency of the 

United Kingdom) against cryptocurrencies and improving the 

payments system. 
 

About Britcoin: 
 
 In the wake of declining cash payments in the country partly due to 

the Corona pandemic, the Bank of England and the Treasury are 

considering creating Digital Currency. 

 The Digital currency, if passed, would exist alongside cash and 

bank deposits and act as a new form of money to be used by 

households and businesses in England. 

 It would sit at the interface between cash and private payments systems and would not necessarily be based 

on distributed ledger technology. 

 This ‗britcoin‘ would be tied to the value of the pound to eliminate holding it as an asset to derive profit. 

 The move could have an economic impact in the form of wider investment into the UK tech sector and lower 

transaction costs for international businesses. 

 Britain‘s digital currency would be different in a key sense as if passed, it would be issued by state authorities. 

Currently, only the Bahamas has such a currency, though China is trialing it in several cities. 
 

Digital Currency: 
 
 Digital currency is a payment method which is in electronic form and is not tangible. 
 
 It can be transferred between entities or users with the help of technology like computers, smartphones 

and the internet. 
 
 Although it is similar to physical currencies, digital money allows borderless transfer of ownership as 

well as instantaneous transactions. 
 
 Digital currency is also known as digital money and cybercash. E.g. Cryptocurrency. 
 

Central Bank Digital Currency: 
 
 A central bank digital currency (CBDC) uses an electronic record or digital token to represent the virtual form 

of a fiat currency of a particular nation (or region). 

 Fiat Currency: It is government-issued currency that is not backed by a physical commodity, such as gold or 

silver, but rather by the government that issued it. 

 A CBDC is centralized; it is issued and regulated by the competent monetary authority of the country. 

 Each unit acts as a secure digital instrument equivalent to a paper bill and can be used as a mode of payment, a 

store of value, and an official unit of account. 

 Benefits: CBDC aims to bring in the best of both worlds—the convenience and security of digital form like 

cryptocurrencies, and the regulated, reserved-backed money circulation of the traditional banking system. 

 New forms of digital money could provide a parallel boost to the vital lifelines that remittances provide to 

the poor and to developing economies. 
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 It will ensure that people are 

protected from financial 

instability caused due to the failure 

of private payments systems. 

 Ensures that central banks retain 

control over monetary policy against 

the remote possibility that payments 

might migrate into cryptocurrencies 

over which they have no leverage. 

 Risk Associated: There is a need to 

enforce strict compliance of Know 

Your Customer (KYC) norms to 

prevent the currency‘s use for terror 

financing or money laundering. 

 Existence of digital money could 

undermine the health of commercial 

banks as it removes deposits on 

which they primarily rely for income. 
 

India‘s Stand on Digital 

Currency: 
 
 Reserve Bank India (RBI) had 

considered crypto currencies as a 

poor unit of account and also 

demonstrated by their frequent and 

high fluctuation in value. 

 According to RBI, it pose several 

risks, including anti-money 

laundering and terrorism financing 

concerns (AML/CFT) for the state 

and liquidity, credit, and operational 

risks for users. 

 However, it is considering 

developing a sovereign digital 

currency when the time is 

appropriate. 
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LEGAL AFFAIRS  
#ADULTS ARE FRRE TO CHOOSE THEIR RELIGION: SC 

 
 The Supreme Court recently refused to entertain Public Interest Litigation (PIL) of a BJP leader that sought 

directions to ban superstition, black magic, and fraudulent religious conversions. 
 

SC Judgement 
 
 The Apex court pronounced that the PIL violates Article 25 of the Constitution. According to the bench headed 

by Justice R F Nariman, that pronounced the judgement, the word ―propagate‖ in Article 25 of the 

Constitution guarantees right to religion. 
 

 Constitution on religion: The Right to Freedom is guaranteed to all religious followers under the following 

articles: Article 25, Article 26, Article 27, Article 28 
 

Article 25 
 
 Article 25 guarantees freedom to propagate, practice and profess religion to all citizens. The article allows the 

states to make laws: Regulating and restricting economic, financial, political, and secular activities associated 

with religious practices. 
 
 To provide social welfare and reform or opening Hindu religious institutions to all classes of Hindus. 

 

Article 26 
 
 Article 26 speaks about Freedom to manage religious affairs. 

 
 Every religion has the right to form and maintain institutions for charitable intents. 

 
 Every religion has the right to acquire movable and immovable property. 

 
 Every religion has the right to manage its own affairs in the matter of religion. 

 
 Every religion has the right to administer properties according to law. 
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Article 27 
 
 The Article 27 of the constitution prevents payment of taxes for promotion of a particular religion . According 

to the article, there shall be no taxes imposed by any institution or organisation or by the Governments (both 

state and centre) for the promotion or maintenance of a particular religion. 
 

Article 28 
 
 The Article 28 of the Constitution speaks about freedom to attend any religious instructions or religious 

worships in educational institutions. No religious instructions shall be issued in state run educational 

institutions. 
 

#ARTCLE 244A OF THE CONSTITUTION 
 

The demand for an autonomous state within Assam has been raised by some of the sections of the society in Assam 

under the provisions of Article 244A of the Constitution. 
 

Background: 
 

 In the 1950s, a demand for a separate hill state arose around certain sections of the tribal population of 

undivided Assam. 

 After prolonged agitations, Meghalaya gained statehood 

in 1972. 

 The leaders of the KarbiAnglong and North Cachar 

Hills were also part of this movement. They were given 

the option to stay in Assam or join Meghalaya. 

 They stayed back as the centre promised them more 

powers, including Article 244 (A). 

 In the 1980s, the demand for more power/autonomy took 

the form of a movement with a number of Karbi groups 

resorting to violence. 

 It soon became an armed separatist insurgency demanding 

full statehood. 
 

Sixth Schedule 
 

 The Sixth Schedule of the Constitution provides for 

the administration of tribal areas in Assam, Meghalaya, 

Tripura and Mizoram to safeguard the rights of the tribal 

population in these states. 

 This special provision is provided under Article 244 (2) and Article 275 (1) of the Constitution. 

 In Assam, the hill districts of Dima Hasao, KarbiAnglong and West Karbi and the Bodo Territorial Region 

are under this provision. 

 The Governor is empowered to increase or decrease the areas or change the names of the autonomous 

districts. While executive powers of the Union extend in Scheduled areas with respect to their administration 

in fifth schedule, the sixth schedule areas remain within executive authority of the state. 

 The Fifth Schedule of the Constitution deals with the administration and control of scheduled areas and 

scheduled tribes in any state except the four states of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram. 

 The whole of the normal administrative machinery operating in a state do not extend to the scheduled areas. 

Article 244(A) allows for creation of 

an ‘autonomous state’ within Assam in 

certain tribal areas. It also 

envisages creation of a local 

legislature or Council of Ministers or 

both to carry out local administration. It 

was inserted into the Constitution by 

the Twenty-second Constitution 

Amendment Act, 1969.Article 

244(A) accounts for more autonomous 

powers to tribal areas than the Sixth 

Schedule. Among these the most 

important power is the control over law 

and order. In Autonomous Councils 

under the Sixth Schedule, they do not 

have jurisdiction of law and order. 
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 At present, 10 States namely Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Madhya 

Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan and Telangana have Fifth Schedule Area. 

 Tribal habitations in the states of Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh and Jammu & 

Kashmir have not been brought under the Fifth or Sixth Schedule. 

 The acts of Parliament or the state legislature do not apply to autonomous districts and autonomous regions 

or apply with specified modifications and exceptions. 

 The Councils have also been endowed with wide civil and criminal judicial powers, for example establishing 

village courts etc. However, the jurisdiction of these councils is subject to the jurisdiction of the concerned High 

Court. 
 

#CHALLENGES AHEAD OF NEW CJI 
 
 Justice is the concept of making decisions based on moral rightness, rationality, equity and fairness and the onus 

of delivering timely justice to the citizens of a country lies majorly on the shoulders of the supreme judge of the 

country. 

 In India, this role is played by the Chief Justice of India 

(CJI); the ‗Paterfamilias‘ of the Judiciary and 

the ‗Master of the Roster‘. 

 Recently, Justice Nuthalapati Venkata Ramana (NV 

Ramana), the most senior judge of the Supreme 

Court after former CJI, Justice S A Bobde, took his oath 

as the 48th CJI. 

 Designated as CJI at such a time when India is going 

through a major crisis due to Covid-19 pandemic, a lot 

of potential challenges stand in the path of fulfilling his 

oath of delivering timely justice to all. 
 

Current Issues with the Judiciary 
 

 Inefficiency of the Supreme Court: The SC has not 

only stopped being the protector of the fundamental 

and other constitutional rights, but has also failed to 

act as the guardian of the rule of law. 

 In the context of politically sensitive cases involving 

citizens, opposition parties, and activists, the Court has 

virtually deferred to the executive instead of stepping 

in to restore constitutional rights and values in letter and spirit. 

 The recently retired, 47th CJI was perhaps the only Chief Justice to have not made a single recommendation of 

a judge to be appointed to the Supreme Court. 

 Low Judge to Population Ratio: The judge-population ratio in the country which stands at only 20 judges per 

million people is not very appreciable. 

 While for the other countries, the ratio is about 50-70 judges per million people. 

 Pendency and Vacancies in High Courts: The numbers both in respect of pendency of cases and vacancies in 

the High Courts are quite concerning — a backlog of over 57 lakh cases, and a vacancy level of 40%. 

 The Madras High Court has 5.8 lakh cases against a relatively low level of vacancy at 7%. 

The Chief Justice of India and the Judges 
of the Supreme Court (SC) are appointed 
by the President under clause 
(2) of Article 124 of the Constitution. As 
far as the CJI is concerned, the outgoing 
CJI recommends his successor. The 
Union Law Minister forwards the 
recommendation to the Prime Minister 
who, in turn, advises the President. SC in 
the Second Judges Case (1993), ruled 
that the senior most judge of the Supreme 
Court should alone be appointed to the 
office of the CJI. The Supreme Court 
collegium is headed by the Chief Justice 
of India and comprises four other senior 
most judges of the court. The collegium 
system is the system of appointment 
and transfer of judges that has evolved 
through judgments of the Supreme Court 
(Judges Cases), and not by an Act of 
Parliament or by a provision of the 
Constitution. 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/cji-under-the-rti-act
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/cji-under-the-rti-act
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/n-v-ramana-48th-chief-justice-of-india#:~:text=Ramana%2C%20the%20senior%20most%20judge,till%2026th%20August%2C%202022.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/n-v-ramana-48th-chief-justice-of-india#:~:text=Ramana%2C%20the%20senior%20most%20judge,till%2026th%20August%2C%202022.
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/supreme-court-of-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/supreme-court-of-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/47th-chief-justice-of-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/supreme-court-of-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/collegium-system-for-the-appointment-of-judges
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/collegium-system-for-the-appointment-of-judges
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 As many as 44% of the posts in the Calcutta High Court are vacant, but the cases in arrears stand at 2.7 lakh. 

 Recruitment Delays: The posts in the judiciary are not filled up as expeditiously as required. For a country as 

populous as 135 million, the total strength of judges is only around 25000. 

 Almost 400 posts are vacant in the high courts. 

 Around 35% of the posts are lying vacant in the lower judiciary. 

 Inadequate Representation of Women and Minorities: The apex court currently has only one woman as 

judge despite the fact that virtually half the population comprise women and gender sensitive cases have also 

seen a sharp rise. 

 The Supreme Court has only one Muslim judge and no Sikh, Buddhist, Jain or a person from tribal community 

as a judge. 

 Lesser Strict Actions Taken for Judicial Delay: Though there is widespread acknowledgement of the problem 

of judicial delay, there is only limited effort within the judiciary taken to understand, through research, the 

nuances of the problems and ways to resolve it. 
 

Challenges for the New CJI 
 
 Keeping the court functioning during the present unprecedented crisis due to the Covid-19 Pandemic. 

 Revamping the administrative machinery of the apex court and streamlining the functioning of the collegium. 

 Strengthening the judicial infrastructure and clearing the massive backlog of cases. 

 The Supreme Court will have around 13 vacancies during Justice Ramana‘s tenure as many judges are due to 

retire by the end of 2021. 

 The biggest challenge will be to streamline the appointment process in the Supreme Court as well as in the 

High Courts which have been struggling with the pendency of a huge number of cases due to a lack of judges. 

 The possibility of courts reopening for physical hearing, at such a time, looks bleak now, given the massive 

spike in Covid-19 infections in the Capital. 

 The hearings of courts will have to be digitised which is further criticised by lawyers on multiple instances 

due to technical faults. 
 

Conclusion 
 
 Role of the Supreme Court: A country of a billion+ population needs its highest court to stand for the people 

as the power of the judiciary, just like the legislature and the executive, comes from the people of the country. 

 The SC is expected to seek strict accountability from the legislature and executive and any infraction of the 

Constitution and laws must be corrected. 

 The Supreme Court collegium of the five senior-most judges should act more transparently and be made more 

accountable in order to inspire confidence and trust in the judiciary. 

 Role of CJI: The new Chief Justice must stringently introspect and review the actions of his immediate 

predecessors, free himself of the bias in constituting benches and allocating cases and take concrete steps to 

revitalise the administration of justice. Only then will the rule of law be restored and the Constitution served. 

 Streamlining the Appointment System: The vacancies must be filled without any unnecessary delay. 

 A proper time frame for the appointment of judges must be laid down and the recommendations must be given 

in advance. 

 The Constitution of the All India Judicial Services (AIJS) is also an important factor which can definitely help 

India establish a better judicial system. 

 Fair Representation of All: Women and the minority communities deserve a fair representation in the Apex 

Court. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/loksabha-rajyasabha-discussions/the-big-picture-accessible-and-affordable-judicial-system
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 The collegium is duty-bound to diversify the Bench to give adequate representation to all sections of society so 

that public trust, which is the greatest strength of the judiciary, could be restored. 

 The Chief Justice of India on account of the position he holds as the Paterfamilias of the judicial fraternity is 

bound to deliver undelayed and unbiased justice to its citizens in order to restore and maintain the faith of the 

people in the judicial system of India. 
 

#GNCT OF DELHI AMENDMENT ACT COMES INTO FORCE 
 
The Government of National Capital Territory (GNCT) of Delhi (Amendment) Act, 2021, which gives primacy to 

the Lieutenant Governor (L-G) over the elected government in the city, has come into force. 
 

Provisions of the GNCT of Delhi (Amendment) Act 2021: 
 

 It amended the Sections 21, 24, 33 and 44 of the 1991 Act. States that the ―government‖ in the National Capital 

Territory of Delhi meant the Lieutenant-Governor of Delhi. 

 It gives discretionary powers to the L-G even in 

matters where the Legislative Assembly of Delhi is 

empowered to make laws. 

 It seeks to ensure that the L-G is ―necessarily 

granted an opportunity‖ to give her or his opinion 

before any decision taken by the Council of Ministers 

(or the Delhi Cabinet) is implemented. 

 It bars the Assembly or its committees from making 

rules to take up matters concerning day-to-day 

administration, or to conduct inquiries in relation to 

administrative decisions. 
 

Criticism: 
 

 The latest amendment will greatly reduce the 

efficiency and timeliness of the Delhi 

government by making it imperative for it to hold 

consultations with the L-G even when a situation 

demands urgent action. 

 Significantly, the L-G is not obliged to give his 

opinion to the State government within a time 

frame. Critics argue that the L-G could politically 

exploit these unbridled powers to hamper the 

government‘s administrative work and thus turn the political tides against the incumbent if he so desires. It 

is against the spirit of ‗Federalism.‖ 
 

Union Government‘s Stand: 
 

 It is in keeping with the Supreme Court‘s July 2018 ruling on the ambit of powers of the L-G and the Delhi 

government following several headliner controversies between the two. 

 The purported fair objectives of the Act, include enhancing public accountability and easing out technical 

ambiguities related to everyday administration. 

69th Amendment Act, 1992 added two new 

Articles 239AA and 239AB under which the 

Union Territory of Delhi has been given a 

special status. Article 239AA provides that 

the Union Territory of Delhi be called the 

National Capital Territory of Delhi and its 

administrator shall be known as Lt. Governor. 

It also creates a legislative assembly for 

Delhi which can make laws on subjects under 

the State List and Concurrent List except on 

these matters: public order, land, and police. 

It also provides for a Council of Ministers 

for Delhi consisting of not more than 10% of 

the total number of members in the assembly. 

Article 239AB provides that the President 

may by order suspend the operation of 

any provision of Article 239AA or of all or 

any of the provisions of any law made in 

pursuance of that article. This 

provision resembles Article 356 

(President’s Rule). 
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 This will increase administrative efficiency of Delhi and will ensure better relationship between the 

executive and the legislator. 
 

Background 
 
 Enactment of GNCTD Act: The GNCTD Act was enacted in 1991 to ―supplement provisions of the 

Constitution relating to the Legislative Assembly and a Council of Ministers for the National Capital Territory 

of Delhi‖. 

 It enabled the process of an elected government in Delhi. 

 The Supreme Court had in the past appreciated the 1991 developments, stating that the real purpose behind 

the Constitution (69th Amendment) Act, 1991 is to establish a democratic set-up and representative form of 

government wherein the majority has a right to embody their opinions in laws and policies pertaining to the 

NCT of Delhi subject to the limitations imposed by the Constitution. 
 

Point of Friction: 
 
 However, over the years, there was friction between the Chief Minister and the Lieutenant Governor (L-

G) over power-sharing. 

 The focal point of these conflicts was that in case of a difference between the L-G and the Council of 

Ministers on any matter,The matter was to be referred to the President by the L-G for his decision, 

 And pending such a decision the L-G was empowered to take any action on the matter as he deemed right. 
 

Judgement of the Supreme Court: 
 
 In the Government of NCT of Delhi vs Union of India and Another in 2018 case, the SC held that: 

 The government was not under obligation to seek the concurrence of the L-G on its decisions and 

 That any differences between them should be resolved keeping in view the constitutional primacy of 

representative government and cooperative federalism. 

 Essentially, the SC judgment made it extremely difficult for the L-G to refer such matters to the President. 
 

#PERSONAL DATA PROTECTION BILL 
 
 The pandemic has forced more people to participate in the digital economy that has brought focus into 

the Personal Data Protection Bill drafted by Union Government.  
 
 Unfortunately, the existing data protection regime in India does not meet this standard. Current data 

protection regime falls short of providing effective protection to users and their personal data. 
 

https://iasbaba.com/2020/02/personal-data-protection-pdp-bill-2019-part-i/
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Data Protection – Issues 
 
 Increasing Breaches: The number of personal data breaches from major digital service providers has increased. 

Robust data protection regimes are necessary to prevent such events and protect users‘ interests.   
 

 Misuse of Terms & Conditions: Entities could override the protections in the regime by taking users‘ consent to 

processing personal data under broad terms and conditions. This is problematic given that users might not 

understand the terms and conditions or the implications of giving consent. 
 

 Data Privacy: Frameworks emphasise data security but do not place enough emphasis on data privacy. 
 

 Checks on Government Collection of Data: The data protection provisions under the existing IT Act also do not 

apply to government agencies. This creates a large vacuum for data protection when governments are collecting 

and processing large amounts of personal data.  
 

 The regime seems to have become antiquated and inadequate in addressing risks emerging from new 

developments in data processing technology. 
 

How does the Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019 address above issues? 
 
It could play a big role in providing robust protections to users and their personal data. 
 
 Applicable to all: The Bill seeks to apply the data protection regime to both government and private entities 

across all sectors. 
 

 Covers Data Privacy: The Bill seeks to emphasise data security and data privacy. While entities will have to 

maintain security safeguards to protect personal data, they will also have to fulfill a set of data protection 

obligations and transparency and accountability measures that govern how entities can process personal data to 

uphold users‘ privacy and interests. 
 

 Autonomy to Users: The Bill seeks to give users a set of rights over their personal data and means to exercise 

those rights. 
 

 Independent Regulator: The Bill seeks to create an independent and powerful regulator known as the Data 

Protection Authority (DPA). The DPA will monitor and regulate data processing activities to ensure their 

compliance with the regime. More importantly, the DPA will give users a channel to seek redress when entities 

do not comply with their obligations under the regime. 
 

Concerns with the Bill 
 
 Several provisions in the Bill create cause for concern about the regime‘s effectiveness.  These provisions could 

contradict the objectives of the Bill by giving wide exemptions to government agencies and diluting user 

protection safeguards. 
 

 Central government can exempt any government agency from complying with the Bill. Government agencies 

will then be able to process personal data without following any safeguard under the Bill. This could create 

severe privacy risks for users. 
 

 Users could find it difficult to enforce various user protection safeguards (such as rights and remedies) in the 

Bill. The Bill threatens legal consequences for users who withdraw their consent for a data processing activity. 
 

 This could discourage users from withdrawing consent for processing activities they want to opt out of. 

Additional concerns also emerge for the DPA as an independent effective regulator that can uphold users‘ 

interests. 
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#UK‘S NOD FOR EXTRADITION OF NIRAV MODI 
 
Recently, the UK‘s Home Department has approved the extradition of 

Nirav Modi, a diamond merchant to India in connection with the Rs. 

13,758-crore Punjab National Bank (PNB) fraud. 
 
 India and the UK entered into an extradition treaty in 1992. 

 Extradition is the process by which one state, upon the request of 

another, affects the return of a person for trial for a crime punishable 

by the laws of the requesting state and committed outside the state of 

refuge. 

 The Supreme Court defined extradition as the delivery on the part of 

one State to another of those whom it is desired to deal with for 

crimes of which they have been accused or convicted and are 

justifiable in the Courts of the other State. 

 Extraditable persons include those charged with a crime but not yet tried, those tried and convicted who have 

escaped custody, and those convicted in absentia. 
 

Extradition Law in India: 
 
 In India, the extradition of a fugitive criminal is governed under the Indian Extradition Act, 1962. 

 This is for both extraditing persons to India and from India to foreign countries.The basis of the 

extradition could be a treaty between India and another country. 

 At present India has an Extradition treaty with more than 40 countries and Extradition agreement with 11 

countries. 
 

Extradition Treaty: 
 
 About:Section 2(d) of The Indian Extradition Act 1962 defines an ‗Extradition Treaty‘ as a Treaty, Agreement 

or Arrangement made by India with a Foreign State, relating to the extradition of fugitive criminals  which 

extends to and is binding on India. Extradition treaties are traditionally bilateral in character. 
 

Principles Followed: 
 
 The extradition applies only to such offences which are mentioned in the treaty.It applies the principle of 

dual criminality which means that the offence sought to be an offence in the national laws of requesting as well 

as requested country. 

 The requested country must be satisfied that there is a prima facie case made against the offender. 

 The extradition should be made only for the offence for which extradition was requested.The accused must be 

provided with a fair trial. 

 Nodal Authority:Consular, Passport and Visa Division of the Ministry of External Affairs, administers the 

Extradition Act and it processes incoming and outgoing Extradition Requests. 

 Implementation:Extradition can be initiated in the case of under-investigation, under-trial and convicted 

criminals. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/extradition-treaty-between-india-and-belgium
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/supreme-court-of-india


SM PRAVAHINI MONTHLY COMPENDIUM - APRIL 2021                                                                          

 

WWW.SUCCESSMANTRA.IN 67 
 

 In cases under investigation, abundant precautions have to be exercised by the law enforcement agency to 

ensure that it is in possession of prima facie evidence to sustain the allegation before the Courts of Law in the 

Foreign State. 
 

Fraud oversight wing of RBI 
 
 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is in the process of putting together an exclusive wing for banking fraud 

oversight. 

 This wing will have teams for meta-data processing and analysis, artificial intelligence analysis units, as well as 

proactive risk assessment cells. 

 Strength and Participation: The banking fraud oversight wing may comprise up to 600 officers along with 

experts from the private sector. 

 The RBI would hire fresh people, including industry veterans to lead the teams. 

 Training:Experts from the private sector working in all these domains will be brought in to train the new 

members in the fraud oversight wing. 

 These training sessions will be repeated every year in the initial years. 

 These new teams will also be given training in the latest technologies, so that they can also prevent another Yes 

Bank kind of event. 
 

Background 
 
 The RBI had been mulling ways to proactively detect such frauds after the loan fiasco at Punjab National Bank. 

 The bank fraud to the tune of Rs 11,450 crore involving diamond merchant Nirav Modi. It came to light that the 

company, in connivance with retired employees of PNB, got at least 150 LoUs, allowing Nirav Modi Group to 

defraud the bank and many other banks who gave loans to him. 

 As part of that plan, the banking regulator in 2019 had moved to create a separate cadre of its own employees 

who would work in regulation and oversight sections. 

 However, the working conditions were very strict and anyone opting for that cadre would not be allowed to 

leave for three years. To overcome this problem, the RBI sought to create a fraud oversight wing. 
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#KULBHUSAN JADHAV CASE: ICJ 
 
Pakistan has urged India to appoint a lawyer to represent death row convict Kulbhushan Jadhav to implement the 

verdict of the International Court of Justice (ICJ). 

 

About the Kulbhushan Jadhav Case: 
 
 KulbhushanJadhavwas sentenced to death by a Pakistani military court on charges of espionage and 

terrorism in April 2017. 

 India approached the ICJ against Pakistan for denial of consular access (Vienna Convention)  to Jadhav and 

challenging the death sentence. 

 ICJ ruled in July 2019 that Pakistan must undertake an ―effective review and reconsideration‖ of the 

conviction and sentence of Jadhav, and also grant consular access to India without further delay. 

 It had asked Pakistan to provide a proper forum for appeal against the sentence given to Jadhav by the 

military court. 

 Implications of 'Effective Review and Reconsideration' for India: 

 Effective review and reconsideration is a phrase which is different from ‗review‘ as one understands in a 

domestic course.It includes giving consular access and helping Jadav in preparing his defence. 

 It means that Pakistan has to disclose the charges and also the evidence which it has been absolutely opaque 

about uptill now. 

 Pakistan would also have to disclose the circumstances in which Jadhav‘s confession was extracted by the 

military. 

 It implies that Jadhav will have a right to defend whichever forum or court hears his case. 

 

Vienna Convention: 
 
 The Vienna Convention on Consular Relations is an international treaty that defines consular relations 

between independent states. 

 A consul (who is not a diplomat), is a representative of a foreign state in a host country, who works for the 

interests of his countrymen. 
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 Article 36 of the Vienna Convention states that foreign nationals who are arrested or detained in the host 

country must be given notice without delay of their right to have their embassy or consulate notified of that 

arrest. 

 If the detained foreign national so requests, the police must fax that notice to the embassy or consulate, which 

can then verify the detained person. 

 The notice to the consulate can be as simple as a fax, giving the person's name, the place of arrest, and, if 

possible, something about the reason for the arrest or detention. 
 

International Court of Justice: ICJ 
 
 ICJ was established in 1945 by the United Nations charter and started working in April 1946. 

 
 It is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations, situated at the Peace Palace in The Hague 

(Netherlands). 
 
 Unlike the six principal organs of the United Nations, it is the only one not located in New York (USA). 
 
 It settles legal disputes between States and gives advisory opinions in accordance with international law, 

on legal questions referred to it by authorized United Nations organs and specialized agencies. 
 
 It has 193 state parties and current President is Ronny Abraham. 
 

Background 
 
 Article 33 of the United Nations Charter lists the negotiation, enquiry, mediation etc. methods for the pacific 

settlement of disputes between States. Some of these methods involve the services of third parties. 

 Historically, mediation and arbitration preceded judicial settlement. The former was known in ancient India 

and the Islamic world, whilst numerous examples of the latter can be found in ancient Greece, in China, among 

the Arabian tribes, in maritime customary law in medieval Europe, and in Papal practice. 

 The modern history of international arbitration: 

 The first phase is generally recognized as dating back from the so-called Jay Treaty of 1794 between the United 

States of America and Great Britain. 

 The Alabama Claims arbitration in 1872 between the United Kingdom and the United States marked the start 

of a second, even more decisive, phase. 

 The Hague Peace Conference of 1899, convened on the initiative of the Russian Czar Nicholas II, marked the 

beginning of a third phase in the modern history of international arbitration. 
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REPORT & INDEXES 
#JEFF BEZOS TOPPED THE FORBES LIST 

 
 Forbes recently revealed its 35th annual list of the world's richest 

people. The billionaires list, which is one of the biggest ever, includes 

2755 billionaires, 660 more than last year. 
 
 Forbes billionaires list 2021 includes 493 new additions including 

production powerhouse Tyler Perry and Kanye West and Kim 

Kardashian. 
 
 Amazon's CEO Jeff Bezos continued to top the list with a net worth 

of $177 billion, making him the world's richest person for the fourth 

year running. 
  

Key Highlights 
 
 Overall, around 724 Billionaires in the list belong to the United 

States, followed by China that includes Macao and Hong Kong with 698 Billionaires.  
 
 Elon Musk, who had surpassed Bezos briefly during 2020 as Tesla stock surged, is ranked at the second 

position with a net worth of $151 billion.  
 
 Bernard Arnault and his family is at the third place with a net worth of $150 billion.Arnault oversees the 

French fashion empire LVMH, which includes brands like Louis Vuitton and Sephora.  
 
 The world's richest woman is Francoise Bettencourt Meyers & family, who is placed at no. 12 with a net worth 

of $73.6 billion. Bettencourt Meyers is the granddaughter of the founder of L'Oreal. 
 
 The youngest billionaire on the list is 18-year-old Kevin David Lehmann, who with a net worth of $3.3 billion 

is placed 925th on the list. He owns 50% of Germany's leading drugstore chain, dm (drogeriemarkt). 
 
 Former US President Donald Trump is placed at No. 1,299 in the Forbes list with $2.4 billion, down from No. 

1,001 last year. 
 
 Michael Bloomberg is placed at 20th position with a net worth of $59 billion, while Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey 

is at no. 173 with a $12.5 billion net worth.  
 
 Media mogul Rupert Murdoch and family is placed at no. 71 on the list with a net worth of $23.5 billion.  

Popular reality TV host Oprah Winfrey is placed at no. 1174 with a net worth of $2.7 billion.  
 
 Kanye West is placed at no. 1,750 with a net worth of $1.8 billion, while his soon-to-be-ex-wife, Kim 

Kardashian is placed at no. 2,674 with a net worth of around $1 billion. 
 

India's Richest Person 
 
 The Chairman of Reliance Industries, Mukesh Ambani is the richest Indian in the Forbes list of richest 

billionaires with a net worth of $84.5 billion. 
 
 Adani Group Chief, Gautam Adani is the second richest Indian on the Forbes list, while HCL founder Shiv 

Nadar is the third richest Indian on the list.  The total numbers of Indian billionaires have risen to 140 this 

year, from 120 last year, as per Forbes.  
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Rank Name Net Worth Company Country 

1 Jeff Bezos $177 Billion Amazon US 

2 Elon Musk $151 Billion Space X, Tesla US 

3 Bernard Arnault $150 Billion 

CEO of LVMH Moët 

Hennessy – Louis 

Vuitton 

France 

4  Bill Gates $124 Billion Founder of Microsoft US 

5 Mark Zuckerberg $97 Billion Facebook CEO US 

6 Warren Buffett $96 Billion 
Berkshire Hathaway 

Founder 
US 

7 Larry Ellison $93 Billion Oracle Founder  US 

8 Larry Page  $91.5 Billion Google co-founder US 

9 Sergey Brin $89 Billion Google co-founder US 

10 Mukesh Ambani $84.5 Billion 
Reliance Group 

Chairman 
India 

 

#STATE OF THE GLOBAL CLIMATE REPORT BY WMO 
 
Recently, the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) released its 

annual State of the Global Climate for 2020. 
 
 The report was released ahead of the Leaders Summit on 

Climate, hosted by the US. 

 Extreme weather combined with Covid-19 was a double blow for 

millions of people in 2020. However, the pandemic-related economic 

slowdown failed to put a brake on climate change drivers and 

accelerating impacts. 
 

Global Temperature: 
 
 2020 was one of the three warmest years on record, despite a 

cooling La Niña event. 

 The global average temperature was about 1.2° Celsius above the 

pre-industrial (1850-1900) level. The other two warmest years are 2016 and 2019. 

 The six years since 2015 have been the warmest on record. 2011-2020 was the warmest decade on record. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/state-of-the-global-climate-wmo
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/comprehensive-action-plan-for-covid-19
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/future-pandemics-and-reduction-measures
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/impact-of-economic-slowdown-due-to-covid-19
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/impact-of-economic-slowdown-due-to-covid-19
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/climate-change-and-development-in-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper1/el-nino-and-la-nina
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 Greenhouse Gases:Emission of major greenhouse gases increased in 2019 and 2020. It will 

be higher in 2021.Concentrations of the major greenhouse gases in the air continued to increase in 2019 and 

2020. 

 Globally, averaged mole fractions of carbon dioxide (CO2) have already exceeded 410 parts per million (ppm), 

and if the CO2 concentration follows the same pattern as in previous years, it could reach or exceed 414 ppm in 

2021. 

 Mole fraction represents the number of molecules of a particular component in a mixture divided by the 

total number of moles in the given mixture. It's a way of expressing the concentration of a solution. 

 Oceans: In 2019, the oceans had the highest heat content on record. In 2020, it has broken this record further. 

Over 80% of the ocean area experienced at least one marine heatwave in 2020. 

 A marine heatwave is defined when seawater temperatures exceed a seasonally-varying threshold for at least 

5 consecutive days. 

 The percentage of the ocean that experienced ―strong‖ marine heat waves (45%) was greater than that which 

experienced ―moderate‖ marine heat waves (28%). 
 

Sea-level Rise: 
 
 Since record-taking started in 1993 using the satellite altimeter, sea-level has been rising. It is due to the La 

Niña induced cooling. 

 Sea level has recently been rising at a higher rate partly due to the increased melting of the ice sheets in 

Greenland and Antarctica. 
 

The Arctic and the Antarctica: 
 
 In 2020, the Arctic sea-ice extent came down to second lowest on record. 

 The 2020 minimum extent was 3.74 million square kilometre, marking only the second time (after 2012) on 

record that it shrank to less than 4 million sq km. 

 In a large region of the Siberian Arctic, temperatures in 2020 were more than 3°C above average. A record 

temperature of 38°C was noted in the town of Verkhoyansk, Russia. 

 The Antarctic sea-ice extent remained close to the long-term average. 

 However, the Antarctic ice sheet has exhibited a strong mass loss trend since the late 1990s. 

 This trend accelerated around 2005, and currently, Antarctica loses approximately 175 to 225 Gigaton per 

year, due to the increasing flow rates of major glaciers in West Antarctica and the Antarctic Peninsula. 
 

Extreme Weather Events in India: 
 
 India experienced one of its wettest monsoons since 1994, with a seasonal surplus of 9% that led 

to severe floods and landslides. 

 Cyclone Amphan, which hit Kolkata in May 2020, has been named as the costliest tropical cyclone for the 

North Indian Ocean region that brought about an estimated loss of USD 14 billion. 
 

Climatic Impact: 
 
 Extreme Weather Situations: Along with the pandemic, people across the world struggled to survive as they 

faced extreme weather in the form of storms, cyclones, heavy rainfall and record heat. 

 Response and recovery to people hit by cyclones, storms and similar extreme weather was constrained 

throughout the pandemic in 2020. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/infographics/info-paper3/greenhouse-gas-emission
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/heat-wave-warning
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/arctic-concerns-opportunities
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/covid-in-antarctica
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper1/glaciers-6
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper1/monsoon-2#:~:text=The%20climate%20of%20India%20is%20described%20as%20the%20'monsoon'%20type.&text=The%20southwest%20monsoon%20season%20%2D%20Rainfall,are%20known%20for%20retreating%20monsoons.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/urban-flooding
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/landslide-in-kodagu#:~:text=A%20landslide%20is%20defined%20as,slides%2C%20spreads%2C%20and%20flows.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/cyclone-amphan
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 Human Mobility Issues: Mobility restrictions and economic downturns owing to Covid-19 slowed down 

delivery of humanitarian assistance to vulnerable and displaced populations, who live in dense settlements. 

 The pandemic added further dimension to human mobility concerns, highlighting the need for an integrated 

approach to understanding and addressing climate risk and impact on vulnerable populations. 
 

#WORLD IN 2030: REPORT BY UNESCO 
 
The World in 2030: Public Survey Report was recently published by 

UNESCO. The report was published by the organization based on the 

survey held between May 2020 and September 2020. The survey collected 

responses from more than 15,000 people from all over the world. 
 

Key Findings of the Report 
 
 According to the report, Climate Change, Violence and Conflict, Loss 

of Biodiversity and discrimination and inequality, water and housing, 

lack of food are the four biggest challenges to peaceful societies of 

2030. 
 
 According to the participants, education is the only crucial solution to 

many difficulties to be faced in 2030. However, the North Americans 

(US, Canada) believe in science and not in education. 
 
 Apart from education, the only other solution is international cooperation. 
 

Challenges related to it: 
 
 The top challenges to be faced in 2030 according to the report are as follows: 
 

 Violence and Conflict 

 Discrimination and Inequality 

 Disinformation and Freedom of Expression 

 Climate Change and Loss of Biodiversity 

 Lack of food, water and housing 

 Health and Disease 

 Lack of Decent work and opportunities 

 Political Participation and Democratic Principles 

 Artificial Intelligence and New Technologies 

 Traditions and Culture at risk 
 
 Climate change and biodiversity loss were the top concern in the Asia and Pacific region .  The Asia Pacific 

respondents of the survey highlighted natural disaster risk, localised impacts and importance of culture as the 

other major challenges. The top solutions to address the concerns in Asia Pacific are as follows: 
 

 Effective Health education 

 Sharing of research and scientific knowledge 

 Effective international cooperation 

 Ensuring a health relationship with nature 

 Ensuring access to reliable and accurate information 
 
 The top challenge in Sub-Saharan Africa, Arab states, Eastern Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean was 

also Climate change and biodiversity. 
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#WORLD PRESS FREEDOM INDEX 
 
India has ranked 142nd yet again out of 180 nations in the recently 

unveiled World Press Freedom Index. 
 
 The index is published each year by the international journalism 

not-for-profit body, Reporters without Borders (RSF). 
 

About the World Press Freedom Index: 
 
 It has been published every year since 2002 by Reporters Sans 

Frontieres (RSF) or Reporters Without Borders. 

 Based in Paris, RSF is an independent NGO with consultative status 

with the United Nations, UNESCO, the Council of Europe and the 

International Organization of the Francophonie (OIF). 

 OIF is a 54 french speaking nations collective. 

 The Index ranks countries and regions according to the level of 

freedom available to journalists. However it is not an indicator on the quality of journalism. 

 The parameters include pluralism, media independence, media environment and self-censorship, legislative 

framework, transparency, and the quality of the infrastructure that supports the production of news and 

information. 
 

Global Scenario: 
 
 Journalism, the main vaccine against disinformation, is completely or partly blocked in 73% of the 180 

countries. 

 Only 12 of the Index‘s 180 countries (7%) can claim to offer a favourable environment for journalism. 

 Covid-19 pandemic has been used to perfection by nations to control the spread of information. The Report 

has raised concern about the larger Asia-Pacific region as several nations in an attempt to curb freedom of 

press have in place draconian laws on ‗sedition,‘ ‗state secrets‘ and ‗national security‘. 

 Norway has topped yet again for the fifth year in the row, followed by Finland and Denmark. 

 Eritrea is at the bottom meanwhile China is ranked 177, and is only above North Korea at 179 and 

Turkmenistan at 178. 
 

India‘s Performance Analysis: 
 
 India was ranked 142 in the year 2020 as well, thus showing no improvement in the environment it provides to 

its journalists. 

 India has fared poorly amongst its neighbours with Nepal at 106, Sri Lanka at 127 and Bhutan at 65. Pakistan 

is a close follower at 145th spot. 

 India is among the countries classified ―bad‖ for journalism and is termed as one of the most dangerous 

countries for journalists trying to do their jobs properly. 

 The report has blamed an environment of intimidation created by the nationalist government for any critical 

journalist often brandishing them as anti state or anti national. 

 The situation is worrying in Kashmir, where incidents of harassment of reporters by police and paramilitaries 

have surfaced. 

 Reasons Behind India‘s Poor Performance: 

 Journalists are exposed to every kind of attack, including police violence against reporters, ambushes by 

political activists, and reprisals instigated by criminal groups or corrupt local officials. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/world-press-freedom-index-2020-reporters-sans-frontieres?dynamic_traffic_driving&campaignid=1687709243&adgroupid=108709209032&keyword=&device=c&network=g&creative=501418860869&placement=&gclid=Cj0KCQjw9_mDBhCGARIsAN3PaFP0LOYs58BPJLreQqP8kg1WSNQBHwDwH3Mf3GH-fS5NqfPgwk4VZF0aArAoEALw_wcB
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/united-nations-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/unesco-5
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 The journalists have often been subjected to coordinated hate campaigns on social networks. Such campaigns 

are particularly violent when the targets are women. 
 

Freedom of Press 
 
 The Constitution, the supreme law of the land, guarantees freedom of speech and expression under Article 

19, which deals with ‗Protection of certain rights regarding freedom of speech, etc. 
 
 Freedom of press is not expressly protected by Indian legal system but it is impliedly protected under article 

19(1) (a) of the constitution, which states - "All citizens shall have the right to freedom of speech and 

expression". 
 
 In 1950, the Supreme Court in RomeshThappar v. State of Madras observed that freedom of the press lay at the 

foundation of all democratic organisations. 
 
 However, Freedom of press is also not absolute. It faces certain restrictions under Article 19(2), which are as 

follows- 
 
 Matters related to interests of the sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of the State, friendly relations 

with foreign States, public order, decency or morality or in relation to contempt of court, defamation or 

incitement to an offence. 
 
 

#INTERNATIONAL RELIGIOUS FREEDOM REPORT 2021 
 
The US Commission on International Religious Freedom 

(USCIRF) has recommended for the second year in the row to put 

India on a list (‗Countries of Particular Concern‘ or CPCs) for the 

worst violations of religious freedoms in 2020. 
 
 Earlier, the US State Department, in its 2020 Human Rights 

Report, pointed out several Human Rights Issues in India. 
 

About the USCIRF: 
 
 USCIRF is an independent, bipartisan US federal 

government commission, dedicated to defending the 

universal right to freedom of religion or belief abroad. It is an 

advisory body to the US Congress. 

 USCIRF‘s 2021 Annual Report assesses religious freedom violations and progress during calendar year 2020 in 

26 countries and makes independent recommendations for US policy. It is Headquartered at Washington DC. 
 

About the Report: 
 
 The Report‘s primary focus is on two groups of countries: 

 ―Country of Particular Concern (CPC)‖ is a designation by the US Secretary of State of a nation engaged in 

severe violations of religious freedom under IRFA (International Religious Freedom Act of 1998). 

 A ―Special Watch List‖ country is one that is deemed not to meet all of the CPC criteria but engages in or 

tolerates severe violations of religious freedom. 

 The Report also includes USCIRF‘s recommendations of violent nonstate actors for designation by the US 

State Department as ―entities of particular concern,‖ or EPCs, under IRFA. 
 

Latest Recommendations of USCIRF: 
 
 For the CPC List: Recommendations for the CPC list are Russia, Syria and Vietnam and India. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/right-to-protest-in-a-free-society#:~:text=The%20Right%20to%20protest%20peacefully,assemble%20peaceably%20and%20without%20arms.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/right-to-protest-in-a-free-society#:~:text=The%20Right%20to%20protest%20peacefully,assemble%20peaceably%20and%20without%20arms.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/uscirf-annual-report-2020#:~:text=U.S.%20Commission%20on%20International%20Religious%20Freedom%20(USCIRF),body%20to%20the%20US%20Congress.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/uscirf-annual-report-2020#:~:text=biased%20and%20tendentious%E2%80%9D.-,U.S.%20Commission%20on%20International%20Religious%20Freedom%20(USCIRF),body%20to%20the%20US%20Congress.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/uscirf-annual-report-2020#:~:text=biased%20and%20tendentious%E2%80%9D.-,U.S.%20Commission%20on%20International%20Religious%20Freedom%20(USCIRF),body%20to%20the%20US%20Congress.
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 Countries already on the CPCs list and recommended by USCIRF for re-designation are Burma, China, 

Eritrea, Iran, Nigeria, North Korea, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan. 

 
 For A Special Watch List: Afghanistan, Algeria, Azerbaijan, Egypt, Indonesia, Iraq, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, 

Turkey and Uzbekistan are recommended for a ‗Special Watch List‘, along with Cuba and Nicaragua, both 

of which were already on the list for 2019. 

 
 For EPCs: Recommends seven non-state actors for redesignation as ―entities of particular concern‖ 

(EPCs)—al-Shabaab, Boko Haram, the Houthis, Hay‘at Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), Islamic State in the Greater 

Sahara (ISGS), Jamaat Nasr al-Islam walMuslimin (JNIM), and the Taliban. 

India‘s Case 
 
 Areas of Concern Highlighted:Passage of the Religiously Discriminatory Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 

2019 (CAA): CAA fast-tracks citizenship for non-Muslim refugees from South Asian countries meeting certain 

other criteria. 

 Delhi Riots: The report mentions the attack that took place on religious minorities during Delhi riots by the 

religious majority population in February 2020. 

 National Register of Citizens (NRC): The consequences of exclusion – as exemplified by a large detention 

camp being built in Assam – are potentially devastating. 

 Anti-Conversion Laws: Despite India‘s constitutional protections for religious freedom, approximately one-

third of India‘s 28 states limit or prohibit religious conversion to protect the dominant religion from 

perceived threats from religious minorities. 

 Disinformation and Incitement of Violence: Government officials and nonstate actors continued to use social 

media and other forms of communication to harass and spread hatred and disinformation against minority 

communities, including Muslims, Christians, and Dalits. 

 The fervor around cow slaughter continues to take root in policy, in December, the state of Karnataka revised 

an earlier bill to impose fines and imprisonment for the transport, sale, and purchase of cattle for slaughter. 

 Religious Freedom in Jammu and Kashmir: In Muslim-majority Jammu and Kashmir, restrictions on freedom 

of movement and assembly negatively impacted religious freedom, including the observance of religious holy 

days and the ability to attend prayers. 

 The shutdown of the internet for nearly 18 months—the longest-ever shutdown in any democracy—and other 

restrictions on communications caused significant disruption and limited religious freedom. 

 Closing Space for Civil Society: Government officials used the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act 

(UAPA) and other statutes to detain advocates, media, and academics, including religious minorities. 

 In September 2020, the FCRA (Foreign Contribution Regulation Act) was amended to place further 

restrictions on NGOs, including reducing the amount of foreign funds that could be used for administrative 

expenses and requiring that accounts be held in a government-designated bank. 
 

Recommendations of USCIRF: 
 
 It has recommended the US administration to impose targeted sanctions on Indian individuals and 

entities for ‗severe violations of religious freedom‘. 

 Condemn ongoing religious freedom violations and support religious organizations and human rights groups 

being targeted for their advocacy of religious freedom. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/lamu-region-in-kenya
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/boko-haram
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/houthis-attacked-riyadh
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/india-s-afghan-policy-and-taliban
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/citizenship-amendment-act-2019
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/citizenship-amendment-act-2019
https://www.drishtiias.com/current-affairs-news-analysis-editorials/news-editorials/03-03-2020
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/to-the-point-paper-2-national-register-of-citizens-nrc
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/up-ordinance-on-unlawful-conversions
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/article-370-and-35-a-revoked
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/unlawful-activities-prevention-act-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/unlawful-activities-prevention-act-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/regulations-on-fcra-contributions
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 The US administration should promote inter-faith dialogue and the rights of all communities at bilateral and 

multilateral forums ―such as the ministerial of the Quadrilateral (the Quad). 

 The US Congress should raise issues in the US-India bilateral space, such as by hosting hearings, writing 

letters and constituting Congressional delegations. 
 

Freedom of Religion in India 
 

 Freedom of religion in India is a fundamental right guaranteed by Article 25-28 of the Constitution of India. 

 
 Article 25 (Freedom of conscience and free profession, practice and propagation of religion). 

 
 Article 26 (Freedom to manage religious affairs). 

 
 Article 27 (Freedom as to payment of taxes for promotion of any particular religion). 

 
 Article 28 (Freedom as to attendance at religious instruction or religious worship in certain educational 

institutions). 

 
 Further, Article 29 and 30 of the Constitutiondeal with the protection of interest of minorities. 

 
 

#RELIANCE JIO & BYJU‘S IN 100 MOST INFLUENTIAL FIRMS 
 
 Two Indian firms, Reliance's Jio Platforms and e-learning startup 

Byju's have been featured in Time Magazine's 2021 list of 100 

most influential companies. 
 
 The Time magazine mentioned on its website that the companies 

shaping the future are at the heart of the first-ever TIME 100 Most 

Influential Companies. 
  

Key Highlights 
 
 The magazine had solicited nominations from across sectors 

including entertainment, healthcare, education, transportation, 

technology. The companies were then evaluated based on key 

factors including: 
 

-Impact 

-Innovation 

-Relevance 

-Ambition 

-Leadership 
 
 The result was a diverse array of 100 institutions, from the tech startup engineering companies that are 

coming with smart ways to recycle to cryptocurrency firm to the pharma titans creating the vaccines of 

tomorrow. 
 
 Time Magazine listed Jio Platforms under the Innovators category alongside Netflix, TikTok, Zoom, Adidas, 

Ikea and Moderna. BYJU‘S earned a place in the esteemed list for expanding e-learning across India, said the 

magazine.  
 

About Reliance Jio 
 
 Reliance Jio platform has built India‘s largest 4G network by charging some of the lowest data rates in the 

world, less than Rs 5 a month for 1 GB. 
 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/quad-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/regulating-right-to-freedom-of-religion
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 The platform has invited the highest number of FDI's in the past year when across the world FDI was low due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic. Jio has over 410 million subscribers.  
 
 Jio Platforms is also working with Facebook to develop a WhatsApp-based e-commerce platformand Google 

to rollout out low-cost 5G smartphones. 
 

About BYJU‘s 
 
 Byju‘s was founded as an educational technology company by Byju Raveendran and DivyaGokulnath in 

2011. It has now become one of the world's most valuable education technology company. It saw a sharp rise in 

popularity in 2020 as the demand for e-learning rose in the middle of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
 Time Magazine said in a statement that Byju‘s founder went on a spending spree, fuelled by funding from 

investors like Tencent and BlackRock as users of his company‘s signature app nearly doubled to 80 million 

during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
 The company has been credited for creating a foothold in markets outside India including in the UK, the US, 

Indonesia, Mexico and Brazil.  
 
 Its explosive growth has turned it into one of India‘s most lucrative startups and has increased the company‘s 

expected value to $15 billion, up from $5.5 billion in July 2019. 
 

Note: The 'TIME100 Most Influential Companies' is a new list and an expansion of the TIME100 franchise. The list 

will be officially presented on April 30, 2021 at a virtual event that will feature some of the world's renowned CEOs 

and artists such as Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella, General Motors CEO Mary Barra, Airbnb co-founder and CEO 

Brian Chesky, Actor-performer Usher and Founder of Hello Sunshine, Reese Witherspoon.  
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
#RUSSIA SET TO LAUNCH SPACECRAFT LUNA ON MOON 

 
 Russian Space Agency ‗Roscosmos‘ is all set with its mission to launch its spacecraft‗Luna 25‘on October 1, 2021, 

towards the icy South pole of the Moon. After 45 years since their last landing on the Moon, Russian scientists are 

taking up the project to study the water beneath the surface at the South pole of the Moon. 
 
 The last spacecraft ‗Luna 24‘ was launched in August 

1976 by the Soviet Union. During a virtual presentation 

by the National Academy of Sciences on March 23, 

2021, the Russian Space Research Institute highlighted 

that the Moon is going to be the center of its program for 

the next decade. 
 

About the Luna 25 
 
 Luna 25, a Russian Moon Lander, is set to launch on 

October 1, 2021.The four-legged lander with a Lunar 

Robotic Arm and six science instruments has been 

designed to study the water below the surface at the 

South pole of the Moon and to assess the threats from 

the sharp fragments of lunar dust, for one year. 
 
 The Moon lander will use a camera built by the 

European Space Agency (ESA) for the lunar missions. 

The European Pilot-D camera will capture the terrain of 

the Moon. The data will help ESA prepare for their 

landing on the Moon. 
 
 Luna 25 is one of the five lunar missions planned by 

Russia. The country will launch Luna 26 in 2023 or 2024. 

Luna 27 is expected to be launched in 2027. Details about 

the remaining two missions are yet to be decided. Back 

in 1959, the Soviet Union launched the first Luna 1 

mission. It was the first unmanned spacecraft to land on 

the Moon. 
 

Race for Moon: Lunar Missions by other 

countries 
 
 The United States with its Artemis program is planning 

to land the next man and the first woman on the Moon 

in 2024. 
 
 China‘s spacecraft Chang‘e -5, in December 

2020,brought back lunar pieces from the huge volcanic plain Oceanus Procellarum on the Moon. 
 
 India is planning to launch its third Lunar mission Chandrayaan-3 by 2022. Israel, after its first failed attempt at 

landing on the Moon, will reattempt with Beresheet 2. 

 
 

 

 

The Roscosmos State Corporation for Space 

Activities,commonly known as Roscosmos (is 

a state corporation of the Russian 

Federation responsible for space 

flights, cosmonautics programs, and aerospace 

research. Originating from the Soviet space 

program founded in the 1950s, Roscosmos 

emerged following the dissolution of the Soviet 

Union in 1991. It initially began as the Russian 

Space Agency, which was established on 

February 25, 1992and restructured in 1999 and 

2004, as the Russian Aviation and Space 

Agencyand the Federal Space Agency 

(Roscosmos), respectively.In 2015, the Federal 

Space Agency (Roscosmos) was merged with 

the United Rocket and Space Corporation, a 

government corporation, to re-nationalize 

the Russian space industry, leading to 

Roscosmos in its current form. Roscosmos is 

headquartered in Moscow, with its 

main Mission Control Center in the nearby city 

of Korolyov, and the Yuri Gagarin Cosmonaut 

Training Center located in Star City in Moscow 

Oblast. Its launch facilities include Baikonur 

Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan, the world's first 

and largest spaceport, 

and VostochnyCosmodrome, which is being 

built in the Russian Far East in Amur Oblast. 

Its director since May 2018 is Dmitry Rogozin. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_Federation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_Federation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_science
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_science
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_space_agencies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aerospace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aerospace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_space_program
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_space_program
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dissolution_of_the_Soviet_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dissolution_of_the_Soviet_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Rocket_and_Space_Corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_industry_of_Russia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moscow
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RKA_Mission_Control_Center
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Korolyov_(city)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yuri_Gagarin_Cosmonaut_Training_Center
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yuri_Gagarin_Cosmonaut_Training_Center
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Star_City,_Russia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moscow_Oblast
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moscow_Oblast
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baikonur_Cosmodrome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baikonur_Cosmodrome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kazakhstan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vostochny_Cosmodrome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_Far_East
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amur_Oblast
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Heads_of_Roscosmos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dmitry_Rogozin
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#FIRST FEMALE ASTRONAUT OF UAE 
 
 Noura al Matroushihas been named as the first Female Astronaut 

of UAE. 
 

First Female Astronaut of UAE 
 
 Noura al-Matroushi was selected as the first female astronaut of 

UAE from four thousand other applicants. She is to be trained with 

NASA for future space exploration missions. Noura is to be 

accompanied by Mohammed al-Mulla.  
 
 Both astronauts are to be trained with Johnson Space Centre of 

NASA located in Houston, Texas. 
 

About Noura al-Matroushi 
 
 Noura was born in 1993. She holds a bachelor‘s degree in 

mechanical engineering from the UAE University. She is currently 

working as an engineer at the National Petroleum Construction Company.  
 
 She acted as the Vice President of the Youth Council of the company.Noura is also a member of American 

Society of Mechanical Engineers. 
 
 Space plans of UAE: UAE does not have any manned mission in near future. However, the country has plans to 

send unmanned space mission to the moon in 2024. Also, UAE has launched ―Amal Satellite‖ to the Mars in 2020. 
 
 First UAE astronaut to enter space: In 2019, Hazza al-Mansoori was the first UAEastronaut to enter the space. 

He spent eight days at the International Space Station. 
 

First Muslim Woman to enter space 
 
 Noura is the first Arab woman to enter space. However, the first Muslim woman to enter space was Anousheh 

Raissyan. She was also the first Iranian woman to enter space.  
 
 She is an Iranian American telecommunications entrepreneur. In 2006, she paid 20 million USD to travel to the 

International Space Station as a self-funded tourist. 
 
 

#NASA‘S ROVER GENERATES OXYGEN ON MARS 
 
 In the growing list of ‗firsts‘ on the Red Planet, NASA‘s Perseverance 

Rover on April 20 successfully generated oxygen from the thin 

atmosphere of Mars for the first time ever. 
 
 The Mars Oxygen In-Situ Resource Utilization Experiment (MOXIE) 

instrument aboard NASA‘s Perseverance Rover created the milestone 

experiment that ‗could pave the way for science fiction to become 

science fact‘ said NASA in a statement. This can help in storing oxygen 

and help power rockets off the planet‘s surface in the future. 
 
 MOXIE, aboard the NASA‘s Perseverance Rover, generated about 5 

grams (equivalent to 10 minutes of breathable oxygen) just a day after 

the first flight of NASA‘s Ingenuity helicopter. 
 

What is MOXIE? 
 
 The Mars Oxygen In-Situ Resource Utilization Experiment is a toaster-sized gold-coated exploration instrument 

aboard NASA‘sPerseverance Rover. 
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 MOXIE is tasked with producing oxygen from the thin, carbon-dioxide dominated atmosphere of Mars. This will 

aid in providing breathable air for human exploration missions on Mars and propel rockets off the surface of 

Mars. 
 

How does MOXIE work? 
 
 Mars is approximately 95% carbon dioxide. MOXIE extracts carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and separated 

the oxygen atoms from the carbon dioxide molecules and releases carbon monoxide as the waste product back 

into the Martian atmosphere. 
 
 This conversion process is possible when high levels of heat reach a temperature of approximately 1,470 degrees 

Fahrenheit (800 Celsius). 
 
 MOXIE, made up of heat-tolerant materials. The 3D-printed nickel alloy parts aid in heating and cooling down the 

gases flowing through MOXIE and aerogel helps in holding the heat. A thin gold coating on the surface prevents 

from radiating heat outward and damaging the Perseverance rover. 
 
 MOXIE has been designed to produce up to 10 grams of oxygen per hour. MOXIE is sponsored by NASA‘s Space 

Technology Mission Directorate (STMD) and Human Exploration and Operations Mission Directorate. 
 
 

#ZHURONG: CHINA‘S FIRST MARS ROVER 
 

China has named its first Mars rover as Zhurong after a traditional fire 

god. The name signifies igniting the flame of Planetary Explorations of 

China. 
 

About Zhurong 
 
 Zhurong is on board Tianwen-1 Space probe. It arrived at the Mars 

orbit in February 2021 and is due to land on the planet in May 2021. 
 
 With Zhurong, China will become the third country after Soviet 

Union and USA to achieve soft landing on Mars. Also, it will 

become the second country put a rover on Mars after the US. 
 
 Zhurong weighs 240 kilograms and is solar powered.Zhurong 

carries multispectral cameras and instruments to analyse the 

composition of the rocks. It will investigate subsurface 

characteristics with ground penetrating radar. 
 

Tianwen-1 
 
 The main aim of Tianwen-1 is to analyse and map the Martian surface and look for water ice and study the 

climate and surface environment. 
 
 It was launched in July 2020. Tianwen-1 was launched with an orbiter, camera, lander and the Zhurong rover. 

It weighs five tonnes and is one of the heaviest probes launched to Mars. 
 
 It was launched in Long March 5 heavy lift launch vehicle. It was the second of the three space missions sent to 

Mars in 2020. The other missions launched were as follows: 
 
 The ―Hope Orbiter‖ by United Ara Emirates. Perseverance Rover and Ingenuity helicopter on Mars 2020 by US 

 
 Recent Developments: China recently became the first country to land a space probe on the little explored far 

side of the moon. It returned to the earth in December with lunar rocks for the first time since 1970s. 
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#RUSSIA TO WITHDRAW ITSELF FROM ISS 
 
After more than two decades of international cooperation in space 

research, Russia announced that it would be withdrawing from the 

International Space Station in 2025. 
 

What does the International Space Station do? 
 
 A space station is essentially a large spacecraft that remains in low-

earth orbit for extended periods of time.  
 

 It is like a large laboratory in space, and allows astronauts to come 

aboard and stay for weeks or months to carry out experiments 

in microgravity. 
 

 The ISS has been in space since 1998, and has been known for the 

exemplary cooperation between the five participating space agencies that have been running it: NASA (United 

States), Roscosmos (Russia), JAXA (Japan), ESA (Europe), and CSA (Canada). 
 

 As per NASA, 243 people from 19 countries have so far visited the ISS, and the floating laboratory has hosted 

more than 3,000 research and educational investigations in various disciplines, including biology, human 

physiology, and physical, material and space science. 
 

The recent US-Russia space rivalry 
 
 Russia has been a crucial player in making the ISS a success, with other space agencies relying on advanced 

Russian modular space station construction technology to build the space station in the initial years. 
 

 Russia was also indispensable because of its Soyuz passenger vehicle, which served as the only way for 

transporting astronauts to the ISS ever since the US retired its Space Shuttle Program in 2011. 
 

 This reliance on Russia ended last year, however, when the US started to use the SpaceX system developed by 

Elon Musk. 
 

 This was a major blow for Roscosmos, as this meant an end to the funding it received from NASA for carrying 

astronauts to the space station. Between 2011 and 2019, NASA had spent $3.9 billion on the Soyuz flights. 
 

 Next year, the US is also expected to have another domestic option apart from SpaceX, as Boeing‘s delayed 

Starliner capsule is expected to become operational. 
 

 Last year, Russia rejected a US offer to be a part of the Artemis program (NASA‘s program to return astronauts 

to the lunar surface), but in March 2021 signed an agreement with China to jointly develop a lunar base. 

 

Growing US-Russia Tensions 
 
 The development also comes at a time when relations between the West and Russia have been going from bad 

to worse.  
 

 The US has blamed the Kremlin for carrying out the ―SolarWinds‖ hack and interfering in the 2020 election.  
 

 Recently, Russia received flak from the NATO alliance after it was accused by the Czech Republic of being 

involved in a 2014 explosion at an arms depot. 
 

 Last year, the US accused Russia of carrying out a weapons test after a projectile was said to have been fired from 

a Russian satellite. Russia, in return, blamed the US for treating space as a ―military theatre‖. 
 

So, what does Russia plan to do now? 
 
 Russia now plans to build and manage its own space station, which it aims to launch into orbit by 2030.  Its space 

module is being assembled by the Energia corporation, and is set to cost at least $5 billion. 
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 The station will reportedly orbit the Earth at a higher latitude, enabling it to better observe the polar regions, 

especially since Russia plans to develop the Arctic sea route as the ice melts. 
 

 Building a new station would also help Russia tide over challenges that its cosmonauts currently face on the 

ageing ISS, such as conducting experiments and adapting the latest technology to a hardware architecture that is 

over two decades old. 
 

 However, leaving the ISS would also mean that Russian researchers would lose access to a laboratory that has 

seen over 15 years of engineering and assembly work to build it, and whose research potential is only now truly 

expected to take off.  
 

 NASA has ruled out retiring the ISS until at least 2028, and may continue to use it after that by upgrading key 

systems. 
 

 Russia would manage the space station itself, but has left the door open for other countries to join. 

 

WORLD‘S MOST POWERFUL ‗CLIMATE FORECAST SUPERCOMPUTER‘ 
 
 Microsoft and the United Kingdom‘s Meteorological Office 

have decided to team up to build the most powerful 

supercomputer in the world to forecast weather and climate 

change. 
 
 According to UK‘s Met office, the supercomputer, which is 

most likely to be operational in 2022, will help in providing 

accurate warnings on severe weather. It will also help in 

protection from the impact of increasingly extreme floods, 

storms, and snow in the UK. 
 
 CEO of Met office Penny Endersby stated that working with 

Microsoft, the Met Office will provide the highest quality 

weather and climate datasets as well as more accurate forecasts 

that will enable the decisions to allow people to stay safe. 
 
 This will be a unique opportunity that will help in keeping not just the Met office but the UK at the forefront of 

high-performance computing and environmental modeling. 
 

World‘s most powerful supercomputer in the UK: 
 
 The UK Government, in February 2020, announced the funding of about 1.2 billion pounds (Rs. 12,400 crores) 

for developing this supercomputer, which has been expected to one of the top 25 supercomputers in the world. 
 
 The computing device, which will help to advance climate change modeling, will also help in improving 

forecasts and projections for risk-based planning. 
 
 It will also provide increasingly accurate forecasts of the temperature and wind information for the aviation 

industry of the country. 
 
 The device, in addition, will enhance the emergency preparedness to local storms, flooding, heavy rain through 

the improved forecasting of local-scale weather with the use of very high-resolution simulations. 
 

Supercomputers in other countries: 
 
 Supercomputers are being increasingly used worldwide for accurate weather and climate-change forecasting. 

 
 Fujitsu Laboratories in Japan used the world‘s most powerful supercomputer, Fugakoin order to develop an AI 

model for predicting Tsunami flooding. 
 
 Meanwhile, in the US, the Hewlett Packard Enterprise has also been developing a supercomputer. It will be 
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installed at NCAR-Wyoming Supercomputer Centre, to help study climate change and severe weather. 
 
 

#PYTHON-5 AIR TO AIR MISSILE (AAM) 
 
 India's indigenous Light Combat Aircraft, Tejashas added 5th 

generation Python-5 Air-to-Air Missile (AAM) in its air-to-air 

weapons capability. The maiden trial of the Python-5 missile 

was conducted by DRDO on April 27, 2021.  
 
 Trials aim to enhance the capability of already integrated 

Derby Beyond Visual Range (BVR) AAM on Tejas. The 

missiles were test-fired at Goa and the successful completion of 

the mission trials validate its performance under extremely 

challenging scenarios.  
 
 Python missiles were able to hit the target with 100 percent 

accuracy. Derby missile also achieved a direct hit on a high-

speed maneuvering aerial target thereby validating their complete capability. The missile trials met all their 

planned objectives.  
 

Key Highlights 
 
 Extensive missile carriage flight tests were conducted at Bengaluru prior to these trials to assess the integration 

of the missile with aircraft systems onboard the Tejas such as Missile Weapon Delivery System, Avionics, Fire-

control radar and the Flight Control System.  
 

 The live launch of the missile on a Banshee target was carried at Goa, after successful separation trials. 
 
 The Python-5 missile live launch was conducted to validate target engagement from all aspects as well as 

beyond visual ranges.  
 
 The missiles hit the aerial target in all the live launches.  The missiles were fired from Tejas aircraft flown by 

Indian Air Force (IAF) Test pilots belonging to National Flight Test Centre (NFTC).  
 
 Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh congratulated all the teams including from DRDO, ADA, Indian Air 

Force, HAL and all the others involved in the trial.  
 

#RESPOND PROGRAMME: ISRO 
 
Recently, Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has announced that it will support eight joint research projects 

mooted by the Space Technology Cell (STC), IIT-Delhi. 

 

 The ISRO has extended support to the projects under its RESPOND programme. 

 ISRO started the RESPOND (Research Sponsored) programme in the 1970s, with the objective of encouraging 

academia to participate and contribute in various Space related research activities. 

 Under the Programme, ISRO provides financial support for conducting research and development activities 

related to Space Science, Space Technology and Space Applications in Academic Institutions in India. 

 This is the flagship programme of ISRO to promote extramural research in emerging areas of Space at 

Academia. 

 It looks to enhance the Academic base, generate human resources and infrastructure at the Academic 

Institutions to support the Space Programmes. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/indian-space-research-organisation-isro
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 India is on course to launch its first human spaceflight mission, Gaganyaan, where Indian astronauts will 

spend time to conduct space experiments. This ambitious mission will help the country prepare for future 

deep-space missions. 

 RESPOND is also participating in the National Missions like IMPRINT (IMPacting Research INnovation and 

Technology) programme and UchhatarAvishkar Yojana (UAY). 
 

IMPRINT Programme 
 
 The scheme was released in 2015 by the Ministry of Human Resource Development (now Ministry of 

Education). 

 It is a first-of-its-kind Pan-IIT and IISc joint initiative to address the major science and engineering challenges 

that India must address and champion to enable, empower and embolden the nation for inclusive growth and 

self-reliance. 

 IMPRINT provides the overarching vision that guides research into areas that are predominantly socially 

relevant. 
 

UchhatarAvishkar Yojana 
 
 It was launched by the Ministry of Human Resource Development in 2015. 

 It promotes innovation of a higher order that directly impacts the needs of the Industry and thereby 

improves the competitive edge of Indian manufacturing. 

 

 

  

https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper3/to-the-point-paper3-mission-gaganyaan
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MISCELLANEOUS 
#INDIA‘S HEALTHCARE SECTOR TO REACH USD 372 BN IN 2022 

 
 According to the latest report released by Niti Aayog, healthcare 

has become one of the largest sectors of India and is expected to 

reach USD 372 billion in the year 2022. 
 
 The report by Niti Aayog outlined a range of investment 

opportunities in the healthcare sector of India across 

pharmaceuticals, hospitals, medical devices, areas of new-age 

technologies, and home healthcare solutions. 
 
 The report mentioned that the healthcare industry in India has been 

growing at a compound annual growth rate of around 22% since 

2016 and at this rate, it has been expected to reach 372 billion dollars 

in 2022. 
 

Report by Niti Aayog: key Highlights 
 
 The Niti Aayog report titled ‗Investment Opportunities in India‘s Healthcare Sector‘ mentioned that the 

healthcare sector in the country has the potential to create 27 lakh jobs between 2017 and 2022. It means over 5 

lakh new jobs every year. 
 
 The FDI inflows in this sector in India have increased from USD 94 million in 2011 to USD 1,275 million in 

2016. In the hospital segment in India, the expansion of the private hospitals to tier-II and tier-III locations has 

offered an attractive investment opportunity. 
 
 The technology advancements such as wearables, artificial intelligence, and other mobile technologies have 

offered several avenues for investment in key segments. 
 

Hospital industry in India: 
 
 The Indian hospital industry accounts for 80% of the total healthcare market. In 2016-2017, the hospital 

industry was valued at USD 61.79 billion and is now expected to reach USD 132 billion by the year 2023. 
 
 As per the latest report, around 65% of the hospital beds cater to almost 50% of the population which is centered 

in Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, West Bengal, Telangana, and Kerala. 
 
 While the other 50% of the population in the remaining states and UTs has access to only 35% of the hospital 

beds. The report suggests that there is a potential to grow hospital beds, by at least 30%, to ensure equitable 

access to healthcare for citizens all over India. 
 

Healthcare industry perfect for investment: 
 
 According to Niti Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant, the pandemic has not only given challenges but has also 

provided several opportunities for India to grow and all these factors make the country‘s healthcare industry 

perfect for investment. 
 
 While mentioning the home healthcare solutions in India, on the account of the rising elderly population, 

enhanced demand for personalized care, increase in chronic disease as well as emergency of nuclear family 

structures, home healthcare has tremendous potential for growth in the near future. 
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#INDIA‘S MARITIME DOCTRINE 
 
 Recently, soon after Joe Biden became the president of the US, the 

new US secretary of defense visited India. The interesting takeaway of 

this visit was the specific mention to pursue enhanced cooperation 

between the Indian armed forces and the US maritime forces. 
 
 This underlined the strategic importance of India in US foreign policy, 

especially Indo-Pacific engagements. Since Independence, India has 

enjoyed an advantageous position in the Indian Ocean, primarily 

accorded through its geography. 
 
 Moreover, the lack of direct competition after the end of the Cold War 

allowed India to continue with its limited maritime approach while 

retaining the role of a key Indian Ocean player. However, there are 

many challenges in India‘s maritime policy. 
 

Challenges in India‘s Maritime Doctrine 
 
 Silos Approach in the Indian Ocean: India‘s political class has divided the Indian ocean into many sub-

regions. 

 Traditionally, India draws a line with Mauritius and Seychelles as its areas of strategic collaboration in the 

Indian Ocean. 

 In terms of sub-regions, the priority is in the northern (Arabian Sea and Bay of Bengal), and eastern Indian 

Ocean (the Andaman Sea and Straits of Malacca). 

 Due to this, the western Indian Ocean and the eastern coast of Africa still continue to be in the maritime 

periphery in India‘s foreign policy. 

 Lesser Hold on Strategic Chokepoint: China‘s first overseas military base was set up in the western Indian 

Ocean, in Djibouti in the Horn of Africa. 

 Russia too recently acquired a base in Sudan, on the Red Sea coast, between the Suez Canal and Bab-el-

Mandeb — a strategic chokepoint in the Indian Ocean. 

 However, beyond the anti-piracy mission, India‘s presence and maritime engagements with the African coast 

have been largely ad hoc. 

 Increasing Chinese Assertiveness: Through the Maritime Silk Road, China engages with littorals and islands 

across the Ocean. 

 China has consistently aimed to improve its diplomatic, political, and military engagements in the region from 

Sri Lanka to Comoros, spanning the Indian Ocean in its entirety. 

 Continental Bias: India‘s reorientation toward the maritime domain has not been easy, with generations of 

foreign and defense service officials focusing and training on continental issues. 

 Further, the Indian Navy is allotted approximately 14% of the defense budget speaks clearly to the defense 

establishment‘s priorities. 
 

Conclusion 
 
 Synchronizing Foreign & Defense Policies: With the establishment of the Indian Ocean division in the 

ministry of external affairs (MEA) in 2016, MEA appears to be undertaking a more active approach. 

 However, the defense establishment has to match foreign policy engagements. 

 Holistic View of Indian Ocean: The Indian Ocean as China is emerging as the key competitor to India‘s 

interests in the Indian Ocean Region. 
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 Thus, there is a need to view the Indian Ocean as one continuous space and understand regional dynamics 

better. 

 Collaborating With Important Players: India should supplement its partnership with the US with a network of 

multilateral groups with other middle powers, such as the India-Australia-Japan forum and the trilateral 

dialogue with France and Australia. 

 While this is not to discount India‘s continental troubles, seen in recent crises such as Doklam and Ladakh, 

there is a need to understand the importance of maritime geography and its link to India‘s strategic interests 

and growing competition in the region. 
 

#WORLD‘S FIRST-EVER COVID VACCINE FOR ANIMALS 
 
 Carnivac-Cov, the world's first-ever COVID-19 vaccine for animals 

was registered recently by Russia. According to the country's 

agriculture safety watchdog Rosselkhoznadzor, the vaccine will 

provide immunity to animals from coronavirus for at least six 

months after vaccination.  
 
 However, the developers of the vaccine are continuing to analyse 

the immunity provided by the vaccine.  

Rosselkhoznadzor also informed that mass production of the 

vaccine could start as early as April. 
 
 Significance:So far, Carnivac-Cov is the world's first and only 

vaccine for preventing Covid-19 in animals. 
 

Carnivac-Cov 
 
 Carnivac-Cov, a sorbate inactivated vaccine against the coronavirus infection has been developed by a unit of 

Rosselkhoznadzor (Federal Service for Veterinary and Phytosanitary Surveillance). 
 
 The clinical trials of the vaccine had begun in October 2020 and they had involved various animals such as cats, 

dogs, minks, foxes and Arctic foxes. According to Russian scientists, the use of the vaccine can prevent the 

development of virus mutations. 
 

Is the Carnivac-Cov vaccine safe? 
 
 According to Konstantin Savenkov, the deputy head of the Federal Service for Veterinary and Phytosanitary 

Surveillance, the outcome of the research shows that the vaccine is safe and has a strong immunogenic effect, as 

all animals that were vaccinated developed antibodies.  
 
 Russian scientists are continuing their research of the vaccine to determine how long the vaccine's effects last in 

the animals. 
 

Does COVID-19 spread from animals to humans? 
 
 As per the World Health Organization, though COVID-19 is believed to have originated from bats, there is no 

evidence showing significant role of animals in spreading the virus to people. 
 
 WHO, though did stated that the virus can spread from people to animals in situations of close contact.  The 

health body had stated that there have been reports of animals contracting COVID-19 worldwide. It 

acknowledged that cats, dogs, big cats, minks, gorillas and few other mammals can get infected by the virus.  
 

Background 
 
 Denmark had killed almost all 17 million mink on its farms last year after it concluded that the virus had 

passed from humans to mink and that mutated strains of the virus had then returned to infect few people.  
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#MULTILATERAL MARITIME EXERCISE LA PEROUSE 
 
Indian Navy Ships INS Satpura and INS Kiltan alongwith P8I Long Range 

Maritime Patrol Aircraft are participating, for the first time in multilateral 

maritime exercise La Pérouse, being conducted in the Eastern Indian Ocean 

Region from 5th to 7th April 2021. 
 
 Post conduct of La Perouse, the Indo-French Naval exercise  

―Varuna― is scheduled in the Western Indian Ocean, wherein UAE too 

shall be participating. 
 

About the Exercise: 
 
 The first edition of La Pérouse joint exercise, initiated by France in 

2019, included ships from Australia, Japan and the US. 

 The exercise is named after the eighteenth century French Naval 

explorer. 

 India's participation in 2021 completed the QUAD force representation in the French led Naval Exercise. 

 QUAD is a grouping of India, USA, Australia and Japan which aims to safeguard the interests of democratic 

nations in the Indo-Pacific region and address global challenges. 

 It will witness complex and advanced naval operations including surface warfare, anti-air warfare and air 

defence exercises, weapon firing exercises, cross deck flying operations, tactical manoeuvres and 

seamanship evolutions such as replenishment at sea. 

 It will provide an opportunity for these five like-minded, high-end naval forces to develop closer links, sharpen 

their skills, and promote maritime cooperation throughout a free and open Indo-Pacific. 
 

Naval Significance of Indo-Pacific: 
 
 The Indo-Pacific is slowly but surely turning into a serious Naval Theatre for multi-national activities with a 

vision to establish a free, open, inclusive and a rule-based ordering of the Indo-Pacific to support the freedom 

of navigation and peaceful cooperative use of the seas. 

 The goal is to respect and adhere to the international laws like the United Nations Convention on the Law of 

the Sea (UNCLOS) and peaceful resolution of territorial sea disputes. 

 The role of the QUAD navies in the IOR (Indian Ocean Region) has been well illustrated by the effective 

cooperative engagement capabilities of the multi-national Naval powers through naval exercises like formation 

sailing, live fire drills, Search and Rescue (SAR) operations etc. 

 Navies of member countries of QUAD participated in Malabar wargaming exercise in November 2020. 

 On the other hand, China endeavours to establish a defensive perimeter around its seas (Yellow Sea, East 

China Sea and part of South China Sea) by following a sea denial policy in these regions. 
 

QUAD+ France Pacific Ocean Concerns: 
 
 The region of Pacific Islands stretches from Hawaii in the north to Tonga in the south, and Easter Island in the 

east to New Caledonia in the west. 

 US interest in the Indo-Pacific region has always been well illustrated with the fact that US Indo-Pacific 

Command established after World War II is the largest unified command. 

 France has a direct strategic and economic stake in New Caledonia, French Polynesia, and Wallis and 

Futuna. France is a member of the Pacific Community and the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment 

Programme (SPREP). 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/us-approves-sale-of-military-hardware
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/us-approves-sale-of-military-hardware
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/unclos-maritime-zones#:~:text=United%20Nations%20Convention%20on%20the,EEZ)%20and%20the%20High%20Seas.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/unclos-maritime-zones#:~:text=United%20Nations%20Convention%20on%20the,EEZ)%20and%20the%20High%20Seas.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/australia-to-join-malabar-exercise
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/senkaku-islands
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/senkaku-islands
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/south-china-sea-dispute
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 Japan although has trade ties with China but has always been suspicious of China‘s growth as a military 

power. China‘s assertiveness closer to Japanese waters and airspace have been a testing time for Japan. 

 Indian Navy has always maintained a tactical advantage over the IOR to ensure compliance to the 

internationally established Rules of the Road (ROR) for the seas. 

 This has been respected by the world (like declaration of warships transiting IOR etc.), but Indian Navy 

has observed and reported multiple sightings of undeclared Chinese ships and submarines suspiciously 

lurking within the IOR. 
 

#MULTINATIONAL MILITARY EXERCISE ‗SHANTIR OGROSHENA‘ 
 
 On April 4, 2021, the multinational military exercise 

―ShantirOgroshena, 2021‖ was begun at Bangabandhu Senanibas, 

Bangladesh. The exercise is being held to commemorate the birth 

centenary of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. He is the Father 

of Bangladesh. 
 

ShantirOgroshena 
 
 The exercise is to be held between April 4, 2021 and April 12, 2021. 

Indian Army contingent of thirty personnel are participating in the 

exercise. The other participants in the exercise are Sri Lankan Army, 

Royal Bhutan Army, Bangladesh Army. 
 
 Also, military observers from UK, USA, Turkey, Kuwait, Singapore 

and Saudi Arabia are to participate in the exercise. The main objective 

of the exercise is to enhance interoperability among neighbourhood. This will help in peace keeping 

operations. 
 
 The armies of the participating nations are to share their experiences in peace keeping during the exercise. The 

theme of the exercise is: ―Robust Peace Keeping Operations‖ 
 

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
 
 Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was a Bangladeshi politician. He was the first president of Bangladesh. He is 

popularly called as ―Bangabandhu‖. 
 
 He was a leading figure in Awami League political party that was founded in 1949. He later became the leader 

of the party. The party played a major role in the Bangladesh Liberation war in 1971. 
 
 His daughter Sheikh Hasina is the current President of Bangladesh. In 1975, Rahman and most of his family 

members were killed by a group of young Bangladesh Army. On March 17, 2020, the Bangladesh Government 

celebrated the 100th birth anniversary of Bangabandhu. 
 
 The Indian Government conferred the Gandhi Peace Prize for the year 2020 to Bangabandhu. 

 
 Other MilitaryExercises between India and Bangladesh 

 

 SAMPRITI is a joint military training exercise held between India and Bangladesh. 

 India and Bangladesh Navies hold CORPAT exercises annually. 

 In October 2020, the countries held BONGOSAGAR Naval exercise. 
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#WORLD HEALTH DAY: APRIL 7TH 
 

 On the occasion of World Health Day on April 7, 2021, Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi said that it is a day to ―reaffirm our 

gratitude and appreciation to all those who work day and night to 

keep our planet healthy.‖‘ 
 
 PM Modi also urged on keeping the focus on fighting COVID-19 

by taking all possible precautions including wearing a mask, 

regularly washing hands, and following other protocols. He is also 

insisted on taking all possible steps to boost immunity and stay fit. 
 
 He mentioned that the government is committed to supporting 

innovation and research in healthcare. He highlighted that the 

Government of India is taking numerous measures such as Ayushman Bharat and PM Janaushadhi Yojana to 

ensure people get access to top quality and affordable healthcare. 
 

What is World Health Day and why it is celebrated? 
 
 Since its inception in 1950, World Health Day is celebrated on April 7 each year. 

 
 According to the World Health Organization, the day aims at creating awareness around specific health themes 

and issues that are a priority area of concern. People across the world take part in activities and campaigns 

which serve as an opportunity to focus on various important aspects of global health. 
 

World Health Day Theme 2021 
 
 The theme for World Health Day 2021 is ‗Building a fairer, healthier world for everyone.‘ 

 
 In the wake of the pandemic, WHO stated that our world is an unequal one. Some people have better access to 

health services than others. Hence, the organization has called on leaders to monitor health inequities and to 

ensure quality health services to all. 
 

 Each year, WHO devises a new theme. Last year, the theme was ‗Year of the Nurse and Midwife.‘ 
 
 

#BRITAIN‘S PRINCE PHILIP, PASSED AWAY 
 
 Britain's Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh passed away at the 

age of 99 years on April 9, 2021. The Buckingham Palace confirmed 

the same through a statement that read, "It is with deep sorrow that 

Her Majesty The Queen has announced the death of her beloved 

husband, His Royal Highness The Prince Philip, Duke of 

Edinburgh." 
 
 Prince Philip had been admitted King Edward VII's Hospital in 

London on February 16 for treatment of an infection. He had been 

later transferred to a specialized cardiac care hospital, St. 

Bartholomew's. He had returned to King Edward VII's Hospital 

shortly after and was discharged on March 16th.  
 
 UK Prime Minister's official twitter account released a statement 

saying, "Prince Philip lived an extraordinary life-as a naval hero in the Second World War, as the man who 

inspired countless young people through the Duke of Edinburgh's Award and above all, as Her Majesty The 

Queen's loyal consort." 
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Prince Philip: All about his Life Journey 
 
 Prince Philip had married Queen Elizabeth II in 1947 when she was known as Princess Elizabeth. She became 

the Queen of England five years later. Prince Philip was the  longest-serving royal consort in British history, 

being by his wife's side throughout her 69-year reign.  
 
 The Prince and the Queen have four children- Prince of Wales Prince Charles (1948), Princess Anne (1950), 

Prince Andrew (1960) and Prince Edward (1964). They also have 8 grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren . 
 
 Philip was born in Greece on June 10, 1921. He was born into the Greek and Danish royal families, as his father 

was Prince Andrew of Greece and Denmark, the younger son of King George I of the Hellenes. 
 
 His mother was Princess Alice, who was the daughter of Lord Louis Mountbatten and a great-granddaughter 

of Queen Victoria. His family, however was exiled from Greece when he was a small child.  After receiving 

education in different countries including the United Kingdom, Germany and France, he joined the British Royal 

Navy in 1939 at the age of 18.  
 
 He had met Princess Elizabeth for the first time in 1934 and began corresponding with her from 1939. He had 

served Britain's Mediterranean and Pacific Fleets with distinction during the Second World War.  
 
 After the war ended, he recieved permission from George VI to marry Elizabeth. He abandoned his Greek and 

Danish titles and adopted his maternal grandparent's surname Mountbatten before the official announcement 

of their engagement.  
 
 Philip married Princess Elizabeth on November 20, 1947. He was granted the titles- His Royal Highness and 

Duke of Edinburgh, Earl of Merioneth and Baron Greenwich. 
 
 Philip left active military service when Elizabeth became the Queen of England in 1952. He was made a 

British Prince in 1957.  
 
 Prince Philip was the longest-lived male member of the British royal family till he was alive.  He had retired 

from his royal duties on August 2, 2017 at the age of 96 years. 
 
 

#DGCA APPROVED SPUTNIK V FOR EMERGENCY USE 
 
 India's Subject Expert Committee has approved Dr. Reddy's application for emergency use authorisation to 

Russia's Sputnik V COVID-19 vaccine.  
 
 This is the third vaccine to receive emergency use approval in India 

after the two locally manufactured vaccines- Bharat Biotech's 

Covaxin and Oxford-Astrazeneca'sCovishield. 
 
 The move follows concerns raised by several states across India over 

the shortage of COVID-19 vaccine doses.  
 

India to manufacture 5 more COVID vaccines by October 

2021 
 
 The central government has decided to speed up COVID-19 vaccine 

production in the wake of shortage concerns. As per government 

sources, India is expected to get vaccines from five additional 

manufacturers by October 2021, which includes Russia's Sputnik V 

COVID-19 vaccine that has already got an emergency nod.  
 
 The five more vaccines that are expected to be locally manufactured in India by the third quarter of 2021 

include: 
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 Sputnik V: The Russian vaccine will be locally manufactured in India in collaboration with Dr. Reddy's. 

 

 Johnson & Johnson vaccine: The vaccine that has received emergency approval will be manufactured locally 

in India in collaboration with Biological E. 
 

 Novavax vaccine - The vaccine will be manufactured in collaboration with the Serum Institute of India. 

 

 Zydus Cadila's vaccine 

 

 Bharat Biotech's Intranasal Vaccine.  
 

Key Details 
 
 The union government is primarily focusing on the safety and efficacy of the COVID-19 vaccine before 

granting it emergency use authorisation (EUA). 
 
 Almost 20 COVID-19 vaccines are at various clinical and pre-clinical stages in the country.  Russia's Sputnik V 

vaccine has become the first among them to get the emergency nod.  
 

 The Russian Direct Investment Fund (RDIF) has collaborated with many local Indian pharmaceutical players 

such as Hyderabad based Dr. Reddy's Laboratories, Hetero Biopharma, Gland Pharma, Stelis Biopharma and 

Vichrow Biotech to locally manufacture the vaccine doses.  
 

Significance 
 
 With a production capacity of 850 million doses in the country, Sputnik V is expected to provide a major boost 

to India's fight against COVID-19. Sputnik V is the world's first registered vaccine against COVID-19 virus. It 

was registered in August 2020. 

 When will the Sputnik V vaccine be made available in India? Russia's Sputnik V coronavirus vaccine is 

expected to be available for use in India latest by June.  

 When will other vaccines be available? 

 Johnson and Johnson's vaccineis expected to be available by August, Zydus Cadilla's vaccine is also expected 

to be available by August, while Serum Institute's Novavex is expected to be available by September and the 

Bharat Biotech's Intranasal Vaccine is expected to be available by October.  

 

Background 
 
 The Indian government is making all the efforts to ensure that Indians have equitable access to the highest 

quality vaccines in the world. It is attempting to accelerate vaccine production and availability without cutting 

any corners in research, development and clinical trial stages. 
 
 The government has decided to ensure all steps are taken to help domestic manufacturers to scale up vaccine 

production manifold. It is encouraging all COVID-19 vaccine manufacturers to come to India, promising the 

required manufacturing assistance, financial support and partnership in running and designing clinical trials. 
 
 India is currently facing its second wave of COVID-19 pandemic, which is deadlier than the first one with over 

1.5 lakh new coronavirus cases being reported each day.  
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SUSHIL CHANDRA APPOINTED AS NEW CEC 
 
Recently, the President appointed Election Commissioner  Sushil Chandra as the Chief Election Commissioner 

(CEC). 
 
 He replaces Sunil Arora who has retired. 
 

About the Election Commission of India: 
 
 The Election Commission of India (ECI) is an autonomous 

constitutional authority responsible for administering Union and 

State election processes in India. 

 It was established in accordance with the Constitution 

on 25th January 1950 (celebrated as national voters' 

day). The secretariat of the commission is located in New Delhi. 

 The body administers elections to the Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha, 

and State Legislative Assemblies in India, and the offices of the 

President and Vice President in the country. 

 It is not concerned with the elections to panchayats and 

municipalities in the states. For this, the Constitution of India 

provides for a separate State Election Commission. 
 

Constitutional Provisions: 
 
 Part XV (Article 324-329) of the Indian Constitution: It deals with elections, and establishes a commission 

for these matters. 

 
 Article 324: Superintendence, direction and control of elections to be vested in an Election Commission. 

 
 Article 325: No person to be ineligible for inclusion in, or to claim to be included in a special, electoral roll 

on grounds of religion, race, caste or sex. 
 
 Article 326: Elections to the House of the People and to the Legislative Assemblies of States to be on the 

basis of adult suffrage. 
 
 Article 327: Power of Parliament to make provision with respect to elections to Legislatures. 
 
 Article 328: Power of Legislature of a State to make provision with respect to elections to such Legislature. 

 
 Article 329: Bar to interference by courts in electoral matters. 
 

Structure of ECI: 
 
 Originally the commission had only one election commissioner but after the Election Commissioner 

Amendment Act 1989, it has been made a multi-member body 

 The Election Commission shall consist of the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) and such number of other 

election commissioners, if any, as the President may from time to time fix. 

 Presently, it consists of the CEC and two Election Commissioners. 

 At the state level, the election commission is helped by the Chief Electoral Officer who is an IAS rank Officer. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/election-commissioner
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/election-commission-of-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/10th-national-voters-day
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/10th-national-voters-day
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/state-election-commission-s-autonomy
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Appointment & Tenure of Commissioners: 
 
 The President appoints CEC and Election Commissioners. 

 They have a fixed tenure of six years, or up to the age of 65 years, whichever is earlier. 

 They enjoy the same status and receive salary and perks as available to Judges of the Supreme Court (SC) of 

India. 

 Removal: They can resign anytime or can also be removed before the expiry of their term. 

 The CEC can be removed from office only through a process of removal similar to that of a SC judge by 

Parliament. 
 

Procedure of Removal 
 
 Judges of High Courts and SC, CEC, Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) may be removed from office 

through a motion adopted by Parliament on grounds of ‗proved misbehaviour or incapacity‘. 

 Removal requires a special majority of 2/3rd members present and voting supported by more than 50% of the 

total strength of the house. 

 The Constitution does not use the word ‗impeachment‘, for the removal of the judges, CAG, CEC. 

 The term ‗Impeachment‘ is only used for removing the President which requires the special majority of 

2/3rd members of the total strength of both the houses which is not used elsewhere. 

 Limitations: The Constitution has not prescribed the qualifications (legal, educational, administrative or 

judicial) of the members of the Election Commission. 

 The Constitution has not specified the term of the members of the Election Commission. 

 The Constitution has not debarred the retiring election commissioners from any further appointment by the 

government. 
 

Powers and Functions of ECI: 
 
 Administrative: To determine the territorial areas of the electoral constituencies throughout the country on the 

basis of the Delimitation Commission Act of Parliament. 

 To prepare and periodically revise electoral rolls and to register all eligible voters.  

 To grant recognition to political parties and allot election symbols to them. 

 Election Commission ensures a level playing field for the political parties in election fray, through strict 

observance by them of a Model Code of Conduct evolved with the consensus of political parties. 

 Advisory Jurisdiction & Quasi-Judicial Functions: Under the Constitution, the Commission has advisory 

jurisdiction in the matter of post election disqualification of sitting members of Parliament and State 

Legislatures. 

 The opinion of the Commission in all such matters is binding on the President or, as the case may be, the 

Governor to whom such opinion is tendered. 

 Further, the cases of persons found guilty of corrupt practices at elections which come before the SC and 

High Courts are also referred to the Commission for its opinion on the question as to whether such person 

shall be disqualified and, if so, for what period. 

 The Commission has the power to disqualify a candidate who has failed to lodge an account of his election 

expenses within the time and in the manner prescribed by law. 

 

 

 
 

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/supreme-court-of-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/comptroller-and-auditor-general-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/impeachment-of-the-president-of-the-usa
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/delimitation-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/first-national-party-from-north-east
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/model-code-of-conduct-1
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#12TH NATIONAL PANCHAYATI RAJ DAY 
 
India commemorates the 12th National Panchayati Raj day on 24th April 2021. 
 
 The Prime Minister has launched the distribution of e-property cards under the SWAMITVA scheme on the 

Day. 
 

About: 
 
 Background: The first National Panchayati Raj Day was celebrated in 2010. Since then, the National 

Panchayati Raj Day is celebrated on 24th April every year in India. 

 Awards Presented on the Day: The Ministry of Panchayati Raj has been awarding the best 

performing Panchayats/States/UTs across the country in 

recognition of their good work. 

 Awards are given under various categories namely, 

 DeenDayal Upadhyay Panchayat SashaktikaranPuraskar, 

 Nanaji Deshmukh Rashtriya Gaurav Gram Sabha Puraskar, 

 Child-friendly Gram Panchayat Award, 

 Gram Panchayat Development Plan Award and 

 E-Panchayat Puraskar (given to States/UTs only). 

 For the first time, the Prime Minister will transfer the award 

money (as Grants-in-Aid) directly to the bank account of the 

Panchayats concerned in real time. 
 

Panchayati Raj: 
 
 After the Constitution came into force, Article 40 made a mention of panchayats and Article 246 empowered 

the state legislature to legislate with respect to any subject relating to local self-government. 

 Panchayati Raj Institution (PRI) was constitutionalized through the 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act, 

1992 to build democracy at the grass roots level and was entrusted with the task of rural development in the 

country. 

 PRI is a system of rural local self-government in India. 

 Local Self Government is the management of local affairs by such local bodies who have been elected by the 

local people. 

 To strengthen e-Governance in Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) across the country, Ministry of Panchayati 

Raj (MoPR) has launched eGramSwaraj, a user friendly web-based portal. 

 It unifies the planning, accounting and monitoring functions of Gram Panchayats. It‘s combination with the 

Area Profiler application, Local Government Directory (LGD) and the Public Financial Management System 

(PFMS) renders easier reporting and tracking of Gram Panchayat‘s activities. 
 

About SVAMITVA Scheme: 
 
 SVAMITVA (Survey of Villages and Mapping with Improvised Technology in Village Areas) scheme is a 

collaborative effort of the Ministry of Panchayati Raj, State Panchayati Raj Departments, State Revenue 

Departments and Survey of India. 
 
 Aim: To provide an integrated property validation solution for rural India. 
 
 It is a scheme for mapping the land parcels in rural inhabited areas using drone technology and 

Continuously Operating Reference Station (CORS). 

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/panchayati-raj-institution-pri
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/public-financial-management-system-pfms
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/public-financial-management-system-pfms
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/svamitva-scheme
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/sahyog-app-survey-of-india


SM PRAVAHINI MONTHLY COMPENDIUM - APRIL 2021                                                                          

 

WWW.SUCCESSMANTRA.IN 99 
 

 
 The mapping will be done across the country in a phase-wise manner over a period of four years - 

from 2020 to 2024. 
 

Salient Features of the 73rd Constitutional Amendment 
 
 The 73rd Constitutional Amendment added Part IX titled ―The Panchayats‖ to the Constitution. 

 Basic unit of democratic system-Gram Sabhas (villages) comprising all the adult members registered as voters. 

 Three-tier system of panchayats at village, intermediate block/taluk/mandal and district levels except in 

States with population is below 20 lakhs (Article 243B). 

 Seats at all levels to be filled by direct elections (Article 243C (2)). 
 

Reservation of Seats: 
 
 Seats reserved for Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs) and the chairpersons of the Panchayats 

at all levels also shall be reserved for SCs and STs in proportion to their population. 

 One-third of the total number of seats to be reserved for women. 

 One-third offices of chairpersons at all levels reserved for women (Article 243D). 

 Duration:Uniform five year term and elections to constitute new bodies to be completed before the expiry of 

the term. 

 In the event of dissolution, elections compulsorily within six months (Article 243E). 

 Independent Election Commission in each State for superintendence, direction and control of the electoral 

rolls (Article 243K). 

 Power of Panchayats: Panchayats have been authorised to prepare plans for economic development and social 

justice in respect of subjects illustrated in Eleventh Schedule (Article 243G). 

 Source of Revenue (Article 243H): State legislature may authorise the Panchayats with 

 Budgetary allocation from State Revenue. 

 Share of revenue of certain taxes. 

 Collection and retention of the revenue it raises. 

 Establish a Finance Commission in each State to determine the principles on the basis of which adequate 

financial resources would be ensured for panchayats and municipalities (Article 243I). 
 

Exemptions: 
 
 The Act does not apply to the states of Nagaland, Meghalaya and Mizoram and certain other areas because of 

socio-cultural and administrative considerations. These areas include: 

 The Scheduled areas and the tribal areas (under Schedule VI of the Constitution) in the states. 

 the hill areas of Manipur for which district councils exist, 

 Darjeeling district of West Bengal for which Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council exists. 

 However, the Parliament has extended the provisions of Part IX to Vth schedule areas through an Act called 

the Provisions of Panchayats (Extension to the Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996. 

 At present, 10 States namely Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Madhya 

Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan and Telangana have Fifth Schedule Area. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/sixth-schedule-areas#:~:text=The%20Sixth%20Schedule%20of%20the,(1)%20of%20the%20Constitution.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/reservation-issue-in-ap
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