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PREFACE 
It gives us great pleasure to release the first edition of the PRAVAHINI  (Monthly e-

Compendium & Weekly e-Periodicals of Current Affairs). The magazine’s members have shown 

considerable cooperation as well as devotion. We at www.successmantra.in work tirelessly to 

create this magazine and bring it to you with a great sense of gratitude. 

The PRAVAHINI March-2021 eBook covers the current events that happened in the month of 

October. Current Affairs is a crucial component of any competitive exams including CLAT, 

AILET, DU-LLB, HM, CAT, IAS, PCS, SSC, Banking, MBA and various other competitive 

examinations. 

Current Affairs play the bigger role in many competitive and government exams. It holds the 

power of making or breaking your chance of success. Therefore, the candidates should cover the 

Current Affairs thoroughly and smartly. 

The PRAVAHINI March-2021 eBook is divided into different sections keeping in mind the need 

of various exams. The sections covered namely International, National, Economy, Ecology and 

Environment, Science & Technology, Legal Affairs, Sports, States News Makers and few others. 

We would also be pleased to receive any suggestion that could assist us with the upcoming 

editions. 

 Success mantra (GTB Nagar, Delhi) 

Website: www.successmantra.in 

Mail Id: info@successmantra.in 
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS 

INDIA STATUS DOWNGRADED FROM 'FREE' TO 
'PARTLY FREE' 
 

India’s status as a 
democracy and free 

society has been 
downgraded to “partly 

free” in the latest annual 
report on global political 
rights and liberties by 
Freedom House, a US 

government-funded NGO that studies political 
freedom around the world.  
 
The report titled “Freedom in the World 2021 – 

Democracy under Siege”. India’s fall “from the upper 
ranks of free nations could have a particularly damaging 
impact on global democratic standards”. 
 
India had been rated as “free” in Freedom House’s 

reports for 2018, 2019 and 2020, though its scores on a 
scale of 100 had declined during this period from 77 to 
71. In the latest report, India had a score of 67 out of 100. 
 
In 1973, Freedom House launched the Freedom in the 

World report, which assessed the level of freedom in 
each country and ranked them with a numerical score 
and declared them as “free”, “partly free” or “not 
free”. 
 

UTTARAKHAND CM TRIVENDRA S. RAWAT RESIGNED 
 

Trivendra Singh Rawat 
has resigned as the chief 

minister of Uttarakhand, a 
year before the hill state is 
scheduled to go to polls.  
 
Rawat, who became the 
CM after the BJP swept 

the assembly elections here in early 2017, tendered his 
resignation after meeting Governor Baby Rani Maurya.  
 

The central BJP leadership had recently sent two 
observers, party vice president Raman Singh and 

general secretary Dushayant Kumar Gautam, to 
Uttarakhand to get feedback from the party’s core group 
in the state amid reports of discontent against the chief 
minister. 
 

PM MODI INAUGURATED FIRST INDIA TOY FAIR 2021 
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the 
first-ever Indian Toy Fair 2021 via video conference 
during which he urged the country to become 
‘Aatmanirbhar’ in the toy manufacturing sector.  

The Ministry of 
Textiles, in 
collaboration with other 
ministries, including 
the Ministry of 

Education, has 
organised the virtual 
event with an aim to 
provide joyful learning to children by including them in 
teaching and learning as well as promoting the 
indigenous toy industry.  
 
The idea of a toy fair emerged from Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s Mann Ki Baat address on August 30, 
2020, where he highlighted the huge potential of the 
toys market and the opportunities that can be tapped to 
promote indigenous toys. 
 

IAF TO PARTICIPATE IN EXERCISE DESERT FLAG-VI 
 
The Indian Air Force 

(IAF) is participating 
in Exercise Desert 

Flag-VI, which has 
been organised from 
March 03 to 27, 2021 at 
Al-Dhafra airbase, 
UAE.  
 
The purpose of the exercise is to provide operational 
exposure to the participating forces, train them to 
undertake simulated air combat operations in a 
controlled environment, provides an opportunity to 
enhance their operational capabilities along with the 
mutual exchange of best practices. 
 
Ex Desert Flag is an annual multi-nation large force 
employment warfare exercise hosted by the United 
Arab Emirates Air Force. 
 
The exercise will also see the air forces of the United 
Arab Emirates, United States of America, France, 

Saudi Arabia, South Korea and Bahrain. The IAF is 
participating with six Su-30 MKI, two C-17 and one IL-
78 tanker aircraft. 
 

INAUGURAL SESSION OF TECH BHARAT 2021 
 
Union Minister for Health & Family Welfare, Dr 

Harsh Vardhan has addressed the inaugural session of 
TechBharat 2021.  
 
Laghu Udyog Bharati and IMS Foundation have 

organized the 2nd edition of the conclave bringing 
together stakeholders from the HealthTech & Edutech 
sector on a virtual platform. 



SM PRAVAHINI MONTHLY COMPENDIUM WWW.SUCCESSMANTRA.IN 2021 

 
Techbharat is facilitating 
interactions & 
deliberations between 
thousands of domestic & 
global participants, 
including policymakers, 
government 
representatives, industry 
members, investors & 

start-ups to nurture resourceful partnerships and boost 
growth in the sectors. 
 
The Pradhan Mantri Aatmanirbhar Swasth Bharat 
Yojana, with a massive outlay of over 64 thousand 
crore rupees over the next six years, will develop 
capacities of primary, secondary and tertiary care, 
health care systems. 
 

SITHARAMAN ATTENDED G20 CENTRAL BANK 
GOVERNOR 
 

The Finance Minister of 
India, Nirmala 

Sitharaman has attended 
the G20 Central Bank 
Governors’ meeting. This 
was the first-ever G20 
Central Bank 
Governors’ meeting that 
was held under the 

Italian Presidency.  

 
The main aim of the meeting was to discuss policy 
actions for transformative and equitable recovery along 
with other issues on the agenda including the global 
economic outlook, financial sector issues, financial 
inclusion and sustainable finance.  
 
This meeting is a follow-up for the upcoming 2021 G20 
Summit, the sixteenth meeting of Group of Twenty, 
scheduled to take place in Rome, Italy, on 30–31 
October 2021. 

 

MAITRI SETU BETWEEN INDIA & BANGLADESH 
 

Prime Minister Shri 

Narendra Modi has 
inaugurated the ‘Maitri 
Setu’ bridge between 
India and Bangladesh 
through a video 
conference, to strengthen 
the connectivity between 

both countries and especially with the north-eastern 
region of India.  
 
Maitri bridge will also make Tripura the ‘Gateway of 

North East’ with access to Chittagong Port of 
Bangladesh, which is just 80 km from the Sabroom. 
 

The Maitri Setu bridge has been built on the Feni river, 
which lies between the Indian boundary in Tripura and 
Bangladesh. 
 
The 1.9 Kilometres long bridge will connect Sabroom in 
India with Ramgarh in Bangladesh. The bridge has 
been constructed by the National Highways and 

Infrastructure Development Corporation Limited at a 
project cost of around Rs. 133 Crore. 
 

TIRATH SINGH RAWAT NEW CM OF UTTARAKHAND 
 
The Bharatiya Janata 

Party’s member of 
Parliament from Pauri 
Garhwal, Tirath Singh 

Rawat, will be the next 
chief minister of 
Uttarakhand.  
 
This was announced 
by outgoing chief minister Trivendra Singh Rawat, 

who resigned. Tirath Singh Rawat will be sworn in as 
the new chief minister of Uttarakhand. 
 
Tirath Singh Rawat was the chief of the party in 

Uttarakhand in 2013-15 and also an MLA from the state 
in the past.  His name was picked over prominent 
candidates including Union Minister Ramesh 
Pokhriyal Nishank and Uttarakhand Minister Dhan 
Singh Rawat. 
 

PRADHAN MANTRI SWASTHYA SURAKSHA NIDHI 
(PMSSN) 
 
The Union Cabinet has 
approved the Pradhan 
Mantri Swasthya 
Suraksha Nidhi (PMSSN), 
as a single non-lapsable 
reserve fund.  
 
This has been approved for 
the share of Health from proceeds of Health and 

Education Cess which is levied under the Section 136-b 

of Finance Act, 2007. This is a non-lapsable reserve fund 
for the Health in the Public Account. This fund will 
comprise of the proceeds from the share of health in 
the Health and Education Cess.  
 
This revenue in the fund will be used for the flagship 
schemes of the Health Ministry including the National 
Health Mission, Ayushman Bharat – Health and 
Wellness Centres, Ayushman Bharat – Pradhan Mantri 

Jan Arogya Yojana and for the emergency & disaster 
preparedness and responses in cases of health 
emergencies. 
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DELHI GOVT. PRESENTED 'DESHBHAKTI' BUDGET 
 

The Delhi government 
presented a Rs 69,000-
crore budget themed on 
‘patriotism’ or 
‘Deshbhakti’ for the 
financial year 2021-22.  
 
The budget was presented 

by the Deputy Chief Minister of Delhi, Manish 

Sisodia. While presenting the budget, he announced 
that the government has decided to celebrate the 75th 
Independence Day of India.  
 
The Delhi government will hold programmes from 

March 12, 2021, which will last for 75 weeks. It 
announced free Covid-19 vaccination to all in its 
hospitals in the coming phases of the ongoing 
inoculation drive. 
 
The budget highlights that the government seeks to 
increase the per capita income of Delhi in order to 
reach the level of Singapore by the year 2047. 

 

INDIA-UZBEKISTAN MILITARY EXERCISE DUSTLIK II 
 

The India – Uzbekistan 
joint military exercise 
DUSTLIK II has 
commenced in Foreign 
Training Node Chaubatia, 
Ranikhet in Uttarakhand.  
 
This is the Second Edition 
of the annual bilateral 

joint exercise of both armies. It will continue till the 
19th of this month. The first edition of the exercise was 
held in Uzbekistan in November 2019. 45 Soldiers each 
from Uzbekistan and the Indian Army are participating 
in the exercise. 
 
The joint exercise will definitely provide impetus to 
the ever-growing military and diplomatic ties between 
the two nations and also reflects the strong resolve of 
both nations to counter-terrorism. 

 

 J&K APPROVES RATLE HYDRO-ELECTRIC POWER 
CORP. 
 

The Jammu and Kashmir 

administration has 
approved the 
incorporation of a joint 
venture company (JVC) 
under the name “Ratle 
Hydro-electric Power 
Corporation”.  

 

To implement the 850 MW Ratle Hydro-Electric Project 

(HEP) on river Chenab in the Kishtwar district of the 
Union Territory (UT) of Jammu & Kashmir (J&K).  
 

The JV company has been incorporated between the 
Government of Jammu and Kashmir, National 
Hydroelectric Power Corporation (NHPC) and J&K 
State Power Development Corporation Ltd (JKSPDC). 
The equity contributions of NHPC will be 51 per cent 

and for JKSPDC will be 49 per cent. 
 
The proposed JVC will have an authorised capital of Rs 
1,600 crore with initial paid-up capital of Rs 100 crore. 
The 850 MW Ratle HEP will be developed at an 
estimated cost of Rs 5,281.94 crore. 

 

GOVT. OF INDIA LAUNCHED GRAM UJALA SCHEME 
 
The government of India 
has launched the “Gram 
Ujala Scheme” to provide 
the cheapest LED bulbs 
in rural areas.  
 
The scheme was launched 
by the Union power and 
new and renewable energy Minister, Raj Kumar 
Singh. In the first phase, the scheme was launched from 
Arrah district in Bihar. 
 

In this phase, around 15 million LED bulbs will be 
distributed in the villages of Arrah (Bihar), Vijayawada 
(Andhra Pradesh), Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh), Nagpur 
(Maharashtra), and western Gujarat. 

 
The Gram Ujala Scheme is an ambitious scheme that 
offers the world’s cheapest LED bulbs in rural areas. 
This is the first such scheme in India.  
 

PASSEX EXERCISE CONDUCTED B/W INDIA & BAHRAIN 
 
Indian Navy on 18th 
March undertook Passage 
Exercise (PASSEX) with 
Royal Bahrain Naval 
Force Corvette Al 
Muharraq in the Persian 
Gulf under Operation 
Sankalp.  
 
PASSEXs are conducted regularly by the Indian Navy 
with units of friendly foreign navies, whilst visiting each 
other’s ports or during a rendezvous at sea.  
 
The exercises are aimed at fostering interoperability and 
reflecting the commitments of both, India and Bahrain, 
to build cooperative partnerships in meeting emergent 
maritime challenges. 
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HARSH VARDHAN LAUNCHED 'TRIBAL TB INITIATIVE' 
 

Health Minister Dr 

Harsh Vardhan has 
launched the ‘Tribal TB 
Initiative’ in pursuit of 
TB Mukt Bharat.  
 
The government accords 
top priority to ensuring 

Universal Access to free treatment and care for TB 
across the country.  

 
A Guidance Note on Joint Action Plan for Tuberculosis 
(TB) Elimination, a Special Edition of Tribal 
Ministry’s Publication ‘ALEKH’ on TB, and a 
document on Tribal Tuberculosis (TB) Initiative was also 
released at the event. 
 
Over ten crore tribal population is living with a huge 
diversity in their population dynamics. He said the 
government has already increased the Budget 
allocation for TB in India four-fold in the last five 
years.  
 

KEN-BETWA LINK PROJECT SIGNED B/W MP & UP 
 

On the occasion of World 

Water Day, the 
governments of Uttar 
Pradesh and Madhya 

Pradesh signed an 
agreement with the 
Union Ministry of Jal 
Shakti to implement the 
Ken-Betwa river 

interlinking project.  

 
The main purpose of this project is to carry water from 
surplus regions to drought-prone and water-scarce 

regions through the interlinking of rivers. 
 
The surplus water will be transferred from the Ken river 
in Panna district in Madhya Pradesh to the Betwa river 
in Uttar Pradesh.  
 
The Ken-Betwa Link Project will provide annual 

irrigation of 2.51 lakh hectares, 1,700 million cubic 
meters (mcm) of water to Uttar Pradesh and drinking 

water supply to about 62 lakh people and also generate 
103 MW of hydropower. 
 

'ICGS VAJRA' COMMISSIONED INTO INDIAN COAST 
GUARD 
 
L&T-built Offshore 
Patrol Vessel (OPV) 
ICGS Vajra was 
commissioned into the 
Indian Coast Guard 
(ICG) by General Bipin 
Rawat, Chief of Defence 
Staff, at Chennai.  

 
ICGS Vajra is the sixth vessel in the series of seven 
OPVs being built by L&T under a Ministry of Defence 
contract signed in the year 2015. Like the five OPVs in 
the series, ICGS Vajra was also delivered ahead of the 
contractual schedule. 
 
OPVs are long-range surface ships, capable of 
operation in maritime zones of India, including island 
territories with helicopter operation capabilities. 
 
 

INDO-US JOINT FORCES EXERCISE 'VAJRA PRAHAR' 
 
The 11th edition of Indo-
US joint Special Forces 
exercises Vajra Prahar 

2021 was conducted at 
Special Forces training 
school located at Bakloh, 
in Himachal Pradesh.  

 
The exercise ‘Vajra Prahar’ is aimed at sharing best 
practices and experiences in areas such as joint mission 
planning and operational tactics.  
 
The exercise was aimed at improving interoperability 
between the special forces of the two countries. 
 
The armies of participating nations jointly train, plan 

and execute a series of operations for neutralisation of 
threats of varied nature with a common aim of 
countering threats of international terrorism through 
mutual training and jointness. 
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ARTICLE OF THE MONTH 
 

GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2021 
 
Recently, the central government introduced the Government of National Capital 

Territory of Delhi (Amendment) Bill, 2021 in the Lok Sabha to amend the Government 

of National Capital Territory of Delhi Act, 1991. It aims to "further define the 
responsibilities of the elected government and Lieutenant Governor (LG) in Delhi".  
 

PROVISIONS OF THE BILL 

 

 “Government" to mean "Lieutenant Governor (LG)": The expression 
'Government' referred to in any law to be made by the Legislative Assembly shall 
mean the Lieutenant Governor (LG). 

 

 Widening of Discretionary Powers of LG: The Bill gives discretionary powers to the LG even in matters 
where the Legislative Assembly of Delhi is empowered to make laws. 

 

 Necessarily Granted an Opportunity to LG: It seeks to ensure that the LG is “necessarily granted an 

opportunity” to give her/his opinion before any decision taken by the Council of Ministers (or the Delhi 
Cabinet) is implemented. 

 

 Related to Administrative Decisions: The amendment also says that “Legislative Assembly shall not make 
any rule to enable itself to consider the matters of day-to-day administration of the Capital or conduct 
inquiries in relation to the administrative decisions”. 

 

NEED OF THE AMENDMENT OF THE BILL 

 
For Structural Clarity: The Ministry of Home Affairs’ statement on “objects and reasons” of the Bill stated that 
Section 44 of the 1991 Act deals with conduct of business and there is no structural mechanism for effective time-
bound implementation of the said section. Also, there is no clarity as to what proposal or matters are required to be 
submitted to Lieutenant Governor before issuing order thereon. Section 44 of the 1991 Act says that all executive 
actions of the LG, whether taken on the advice of his Ministers or otherwise shall be expressed to be taken in the name 
of the LG. 
 

BACKGROUND OF THE EVENTS 

 
In its 2018 verdict, the five-judge Bench had held that the LG’s concurrence is not 
required on issues other than police, public order and land. It had added that decisions 
of the Council of Ministers will, however, have to be communicated to the LG. The LG 
was bound by the aid and advice of the council of ministers. The court also said that the 
status of the LG of Delhi is not that of a Governor of a State, rather he remains an 

Administrator, in a limited sense, working with the designation of Lieutenant 

Governor”. It had also pointed out that the elected government must keep in mind that 
Delhi is not a state. Encouraged by the Supreme Court verdict, the elected government 
had stopped sending files on executive matters to the LG before the implementation of any decision. It has been 
keeping the LG informed of all administrative developments, but not necessarily before implementing or executing 
any decision. But the amendment, if cleared, will force the elected government to take LG's advice before taking any 
action on any cabinet decision. 
 

GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI ACT, 1991 

 
Delhi’s current status as a Union Territory with a Legislative Assembly is an outcome of the 69th Amendment Act 

through which Articles 239AA and 239BB were introduced in the Constitution. The Government of National Capital 

Territory of Delhi (GNCTD) Act was passed simultaneously to supplement the constitutional provisions relating to 
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the Assembly and the Council of Ministers in the national capital. For all practical purposes, the GNCTD Act outlines 

the powers of the Assembly, the discretionary powers enjoyed by the LG, and the duties of the Chief Minister with 
respect to the need to furnish information to the LG. 
 
Delhi has a peculiar federal architecture. Before the 69th Constitutional Amendment Act of 1991, Delhi was a Union 
Territory. The amendment re-designated it as National Capital Territory of Delhi and designated the administrator of 

Delhi as the Lieutenant Governor (LG). Further, it created a Legislative Assembly and a Council of Ministers for 
Delhi. The assembly can make laws on all matters of the State List except public order, land and police. The Council 

of Ministers (CoM) headed by the Chief Minister aid and advice the LG in exercise of his functions except in so far 
as he is required to act in his discretion. 
 
The recent cases of conflicts between the LG and the government have largely happened due to assertion of this 
discretion by the LG with regards to matters such as appointments, like that of Parliamentary Secretaries. The 
ambiguities with respect to the discretion of LG have resulted in a tussle between his office and the government. The 
government has accused the LG of acting on behalf of the centre to prevent proper functioning of the government . 
It claims that the LG should act on the aid and advice of CoM on matters except those stated in the amendment. Since 
Delhi is the seat of both the national capital territory as well as that of the central government, the centre is bound to 
have a say in the matters of the city. At the same time, the LG should not interfere in the day to day running of the 

government. The LG has a dual role to play as an administrative and constitutional head. A balance of jurisdictions 
needs to be determined so that the citizens don’t suffer as a result of the policy paralysis happening due to this turf 
war. The ultimate loser is governance and people of Delhi. 
 
 

PERMANENT INDUS COMMISSION B/W INDIA & PAKISTAN 
 
The 116th Meeting of Permanent Indus Commission (PIC) between India and Pakistan is underway in New Delhi. 
The first day of the Meeting coincided with the National Day of Pakistan (marks Lahore Resolution of 23rd March, 
1940). 
 

ABOUT THE LATEST MEETING B/W INDIA & PAK 

 
The meeting is being held after a gap of more than two-and-a-half years, a period that 
witnessed: Pulwama attack (14th February, 2019), Balakot air strike (26th february, 

2019), and Abrogation of special provisions under Article 370 that gave special 
status to J&K. A discussion on Pakistan’s objections about two India Projects - Pakal 
Dul and Lower Kalnai - is expected to be held. India is building Pakal Dul Hydro 

Electric Project (1,000 MW) on river Marusudar, a tributary of the Chenab. The 
project is located in Kishtwar district of J&K. The second project – Lower Kalnai – is 
being developed on the Chenab. Routine issues such as flood data exchange 
mechanisms are also expected to be discussed. The meeting is being seen as a positive step after both countries agreed 
to “strict observance of all agreements, understanding and ceasefire along the Line of Control and all other sectors” 
last month. 
 

ABOUT THE PERMANENT INDUS COMMISSION 

 
It is a bilateral commission of officials from India and Pakistan, created to implement and manage goals of the 
Indus Waters Treaty, 1960. The Commission, according to the treaty, shall meet regularly at least once a year, 
alternately in India and Pakistan.  
 
The functions of the Commission include: To study and report to the two Governments on any problem relating to 

the development on the waters of the rivers. To solve disputes arising over water sharing. To arrange technical visits 
to projects’ sites and critical river head works. To undertake, once in every five years, a general tour of inspection of 
the Rivers for ascertaining the facts. To take necessary steps for the implementation of the provisions of the treaty. 
The 115th meeting of the PIC was held in Lahore in August, 2018. 
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INDUS WATER TREATY, 1960 

 
It is a treaty brokered by the World 

Bank and signed by then Prime 
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and 
Pakistan’s President Ayub Khan 
which administers how the waters of 
the Indus and its tributaries that flow 
in both the countries will be utilised. 
According to the treaty, waters of the 
eastern rivers — Sutlej, Beas and Ravi had been allocated to India, 
while the western rivers — the Indus, Jhelum and Chenab to 

Pakistan. Under the treaty, India has been given the right to generate 
hydroelectricity through a run of the river projects on the western 
rivers subject to specific criteria for design and operation. India has 
cleared several hydropower projects in Ladakh: Darbuk Shyok (19 
MW), Shankoo (18.5 MW), Nimu Chilling (24 MW), Rongdo (12 
MW), Ratan Nag (10.5 MW) for Leh; and Mangdum Sangra (19 
MW), Kargil Hunderman (25 MW) and Tamasha (12 MW) for 

Kargil. It also gives Pakistan the right to raise concerns on the design 
of Indian hydroelectric projects on western rivers. The Treaty also 
provides an arbitration mechanism to solve disputes amicably. There 
have been disagreements and differences between India and Pakistan 
over dams. For eg. In 2010, Pakistan instituted international 
arbitration proceedings over India’s 330-megawatt hydropower 
project on a small Indus tributary, the Kishenganga (known as 

Neelum in Pakistan). Though Indus originates from Tibet, China has 
been kept out of the Treaty. If China decides to stop or change the 
flow of the river, it will affect both India and Pakistan. Climate 
change is causing melting of ice in Tibetan plateau, which scientists 
believe will affect the river in future. 
 

LAHORE RESOLUTION: A HISTORIC SESSION 

 
A historic session of the All-India Muslim League was held at 
Lahore in March 1940. Muhammad Ali Jinnah explained how 
Hindus and Muslims cannot co-exist peacefully. On 23rd March, an 
epoch-making resolution was moved at that session demanding that 
areas of the subcontinent of India in which the Muslims were 
numerically in a majority, as in the North-Western and Eastern 

Zones, should be grouped to constitute independent States. Having 
regard to the place of its adoption, the resolution was originally 
referred to as the Lahore Resolution. The Hindu Press, however, 
dubbed it as the Pakistan Resolution and eventually, in popular 
parlance, it came to be called as such. The Lahore Resolution was the 
beginning of the end of the administrative unity of the entire sub 

continent, which had been created by the Muslim Emperors and 

continued by the British; within eight years of its adoption the 
subcontinent was partitioned and Pakistan appeared as an 
independent sovereign State on its map. 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
INDIA DESCRIBED SRI LANKA 'PRIORITY ONE' PARTNER 
 
Indian High Commission in Colombo has described 
the island nation of Sri Lanka as its “Priority One” 
partner in the defence sphere and reiterated the 
assurance of fullest cooperation in the field of defence 
and security.  
 

The assertion comes at a 
time when the Sri Lanka 

Air Force (SLAF) is 
gearing up for the 
celebration of its 70th 
anniversary on 2 March. 
 
The SLAF is celebrating 

its 70th Anniversary on March 2 and to commemorate 
the historical event, a Fly Past and an Aerobatic Display 
are being organised for the first time in the country at a 
grand scale.  
 
A total of 23 Indian Air force (IAF) and Indian Navy 

aircraft will also partake in the event. Indian High 
Commission has called the participation indicative of 
the growing cooperation, camaraderie and friendship 
between the armed forces of the two nations. 

 

ISRAEL RECEIVES FIRST EVER UAE AMBASSADOR 
 

Israel’s president has 
formally received the 
first-ever ambassador 
from the United Arab 
Emirates, following last 
year’s historic 
agreement between the 
countries to normalise 
ties.  

 
UAE envoy Mohamed Al Khaja, who arrived in Israel, 
delivered his credentials to Israeli President Reuven 

Rivlin at a ceremony in Jerusalem.  
 
The UAE was the first country to agree to establish full 

diplomatic relations with the Jewish state under the 
Abraham Accords, a pact brokered by former US 

President Donald Trump. 
 
The agreement made the UAE only the third majority 

Arab country to form official ties with Israel, following 
Egypt in 1979 and Jordan in 1994. Bahrain, Morocco and 

Sudan have subsequently joined the Abraham Accords.  
 

CHINA GREEN LIGHT FOR DAMS ON BRAHMAPUTRA 
 

China's new Five-Year Plan (FYP) 2021-2025 draft gave 
the green light for the first dam to be built on the lower 
reaches of the Yarlung Zangbo river, as the 

Brahmaputra was well known in Tibet before it flowed 
into India.  
 
The draft outline of the "2025 Five-Year Plan" and the 
draft long-term goal by 2035 specifically mention the 
construction of hydropower bases downstream of the 
river, which is one of the priority energy projects to be 
carried out in the next five years. 
 
Downstream refers to 
the section of the 
Tibetan river that 
flows into India. 
 
The inclusion of these 
projects in the draft 
plan indicates that the 
authorities have 
approved the first start of excavation downstream. 
 
This marks a new chapter in river hydropower 
development. Other major projects: the construction of 

coastal nuclear power plants and power transmission 
channels. All drafts are ready for formal approval. 
 

PM MODI ATTENDED VIRTUAL QUAD SUMMIT 2021 
 
Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, US 
President Joe Biden, 
Australian Prime 
Minister Scott 
Morrison and Japan 
Prime Minister 

Yoshihide Suga come 
together for the first 
QUAD Summit.  
 
The meeting was held virtually during which the four 
participants will exchange views on different areas of 
cooperation like maintaining a free, open and 

inclusive Indo-Pacific region, COVID-19, emerging 
and critical technologies, maritime security, and climate 
change. 
 
The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue nations are 
planning to counter China by cooperating and pool their 
resources to fund new production technologies and 
development projects.  
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CHINA APPROVED 14TH FIVE YEAR PLAN 
 

China officially 
approved the 14th Five-
Year Plan for 2021-2025 
on March 11, 2021. The 
draft outline has been 
adopted by the National 
People's Congress.  
 
The new five-year plan 

highlights some key strategic projects that the country 
will prioritize.  
 

The project also includes: Build Tibet's first 
hydroelectric dam on the Yarlung Zangbo River or the 
lower reaches of the Yarlung Zangbo River.  
 
This part refers to a river in Tibet before entering India. 
Construct the Sichuan-Tibet railway line near the border 
with India. The plan also promotes self-sufficiency in 
emerging industries including artificial intelligence 
(AI). 
 
The plan also emphasizes the opening of access to major 
border highways, including the G219 national highway, 
which extends along the entire length of the India-
China border in Xinjiang and Tibet. 
 

ITALY SIGNED FRAMEWORK OF ISA WITH INDIA 
 

Italy has signed the 
amended Framework 
Agreement of the 
International Solar 
Alliance (ISA) with India.  
 
The framework agreement 
was signed by the Italian 
Ambassador to India 

Vincenzo De Luca. ISA is an alliance of over 121 nations 
that have been initiated by India. 
 

The European country signed the ISA framework 

agreement after an amendment to the Framework 

Agreement of the ISA entered into force on January 08, 
2021, opening its membership to all member states of 
the UN.  
 
The amendments of the ISA framework agreement 
allows all the member states of the United Nations to 
join the ISA grouping, including those lying beyond the 
tropics. 
 
The International Solar Alliance was launched jointly 
by the Indian Prime Minister and the French President 

during the 2015 United Nations Climate Change 
Conference, or COP21, in Paris.  
 

It aims to contribute to the implementation of the Paris 

Climate Agreement through rapid and massive 
deployment of solar energy. 
 

NEW ZEALAND'S MISCARRIAGES BEREAVEMENT LEAVE 
LAW 
 
New Zealand’s 
parliament has passed 
legislation giving 
mothers and their 
partners the right to paid 
leave following a 
miscarriage or stillbirth, 
becoming only the 
second country in the 
world to do so. India is the only other country with 
similar legislation.  
 
The leave provisions apply to mothers, their partners as 
well as parents planning to have a child through 
adoption or surrogacy. One in four New Zealand 

women has had a miscarriage. The bill will give women 
and their partners time to come to terms with their loss 
without having to tap into sick leave.  
 
Because their grief is not a sickness, it is a loss. New 

Zealand was the first country in the world to give 
voting rights to women and has been a pioneer on issues 
around woman’s rights. 

 

RUSSIA & CHINA LOOK TO DEEPEN TIES 
 
Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov 
is paying an important 
visit to China. The visit 
was conducted shortly 
after the China-US 
relations conversations 
took place in Alaska.  
 
Following the first summit of leaders of the Group of 
Quad (India, Australia, Japan and the United States). 
He asserted that the relationship between Russia and 

China is currently the best in history.  
 
He believes that, unfortunately, the formation of a truly 
multi-polar democratic world is hindered by Western 
countries, especially the United States, because they 
seek to continue to dominate the global economy and 
politics at all costs, and combine their will and the 
requirements are imposed on other countries.  

 
In this regard, Russia and China are promoting a 

constructive and unified agenda, and hope that the 
international governance system will be fair and 
democratic, run smoothly, and build on the basis of 
extensive interaction between countries and their 
integration initiatives. 



SM PRAVAHINI MONTHLY COMPENDIUM WWW.SUCCESSMANTRA.IN 2021 

 
JOE BIDEN INVITATION TO PM NARENDRA MODI 
 

President Joe Biden has 
invited 40 world leaders, 
including Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi, to a US-
hosted virtual summit on 
climate next month to 
underscore the urgency 
and the economic benefits 

of stronger climate action.  
 
Biden will host a two-day climate summit of world 
leaders starting on Earth Day, April 22, in which he will 
outline the US goal for reductions of carbon emissions 

by 2030, known as the nationally determined 
contribution under the historic Paris accord. 

 
The White House said a total of 40 world leaders, 
including Prime Minister Modi, Chinese President Xi 
Jinping and Russian President Vladimir Putin, were 

invited to the conference, which will be live-streamed 
to the public. 
 
Other leaders invited for the summit include Japanese 
Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga, Brazilian President 
Jair Bolsonaro, Canadian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
Saudi Arabia King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud and 
UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson.  
 
Bangladeshi Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and 

Bhutanese Prime Minister Lotay Tshering are the other 
two leaders from South Asia to be invited for the mega-
conference. 
 

RUSSIA LAUNCHED 38 SATELLITES FROM 18 
COUNTRIES 
 

Russian space agency 
‘Roscosmos’ 
successfully launched 38 
foreign satellites into 
orbit, onboard Soyuz-

2.1a carrier rocket from 
the Baikonur 
cosmodrome in 
Kazakhstan.  

 
The 38 satellites belonged to 18 countries including 
South Korea, Japan, Canada, Saudi Arabia, Germany, 
Italy and Brazil.  
 
One of these satellites named ‘Challenge-1’ was the 

first-ever satellite made completely in Tunisia, which 
was created by the Telnet telecommunications group. 

 
In 2018, a Soyuz rocket carrying a Russian cosmonaut 

and a NASA astronaut failed mid-flight, forcing the 
crew to carry out an emergency landing. Both survived 
without injuries. 
 

PABBI ANTI-TERROR JOINT EXERCISE 2021 
 
The eight-member bloc said that the decision to hold the 
joint exercise ‘Pabbi-Anti-Terror 2021’ was announced 
during the 36th meeting of the Council of the Regional 
Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) held in Tashkent, 
Uzbekistan.  

 
Members of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, 
including India, Pakistan and China, will hold a joint 
anti-terrorism exercise this year. 
 
“Decisions have been made to improve cooperation 
between the competent authorities of the SCO member 

states in identifying and suppressing channels that 
finance terrorist activities.  
 
Delegations of the competent authorities of India, 
Kazakhstan, China, the Kyrgyz Republic, Pakistan, 

Russia, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and the RATS Executive 
Committee attended the meeting. 
 

BANGLADESH CELEBRATED 50 YEARS OF 
INDEPENDENCE 
 
Bangladesh celebrates 50 
years of its Independence 
and National Day on 26 

March, coinciding with 
the grand celebration of 
the birth centenary of 
Father of the Nation 
Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman.  

 
On March 26, 1971, Bangladesh was proclaimed as an 
independent nation by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and 
this led to Bangladesh Liberation War when war 
ensued between Pakistan and Bangladesh liberation 
forces with Indian support. 
 
It was 50 years ago on the night of March 25, 1971, that 
Pakistan’s military launched a violent crackdown on 
the city of Dhaka, then part of East Pakistan, to quell a 
rising nationalist movement seeking independence for 
what is today known as Bangladesh. 
 
The fight for independence can be traced back to 
Britain’s colonial rule of the Indian subcontinent and the 
new nations that were carved out after its end in 1947. 
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ARTICLE OF THE MONTH 
 

PM MODI AT THE VIRTUAL QUAD SUMMIT 2021 
 
The first-ever summit of the leaders of QUAD took place in a virtual mode on March 
12, 2021. PM Modi participated in the discussion between the leaders. The summit also 
witnessed the participation of the Prime Minister of Japan Yoshihide Suga, President 

of the United States Joe Biden, and Prime Minister of Australia Scott Morrison.  As 
per the statement by the External Affairs Ministry, the Quad leaders will be discussing 
the ongoing efforts to combat the pandemic. They will also explore the opportunities 
for collaboration in ensuring equitable, safe as well as affordable vaccines in the Indo-

Pacific region.  
 

QUAD IS THE FORCE FOR GLOBAL GOOD 

 
Prime Minister Modi while addressing the first summit of Quad leaders mentioned that today's agenda of the Quad 
leaders covering areas such as climate change, vaccine, and emerging technologies make Quad a force for global 
good. Our agenda today covering areas like vaccines, climate change and emerging technologies makes the Quad, a 
force for global good. While highlighting the significance of Quad in today's world, PM Modi stated that Quad has 
come of age and will remain an important pillar of stability in the indo-pacific region. Quad has come of age and will 
remain an important pillar of stability in the Indo Pacific. 

 

PROMOTING STABLE, SECULAR & PROSPEROUS INDO-PACIFIC 

 
PM Modi noted that he sees the positive vision of Quad as an extension of India's ancient philosophy of 'Vasudhaiva 

Kutumbakam' which regards the world as one family. He further added that the leaders of Quad will work together 
as closely as ever before to advance shared values as well as promote stable, secular, and prosperous indo-pacific. I 
see this positive vision as an extension of India's ancient philosophy of 'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam' which regards the 
world as one family. We will work together closely as ever before for advancing shared values & promoting secular, 
stable and prosperous Indo-Pacific 
 

INDO-PACIFIC TO SHAPE DESTINY OF THE WORLD 

 
During his address at the virtual summit of Quad, the Prime Minister of Australia highlighted that Indo-Pacific will 
now shape the destiny of the world in the 21st century. He further added that as the four leaders of great democracies 
in the indo-pacific region, let this partnership be an enabler of stability, peace, and prosperity. It's the Indo-Pacific 
that'll now shape the destiny of the world in the 21st Century. As four leaders of great democracies in Indo-Pacific, let 
our partnership be an enabler of peace, stability & prosperity and to do so inclusively with many nations in the region 
 

US COMMITTED TO ACHIEVE STABILITY IN THE REGION 

 
The President of the United States Joe Biden assured that the country is committed to be  
working with the Quad leaders and with other allies in the region to achieve stability. The 
President further added that this group is particularly significant as it is dedicated to 
concrete results and practical solutions. United States is committed to working with you & 
with all our allies in the region to achieve stability. This group is particularly important 
because it is dedicated to the practical solutions and concrete results. The US President 

during the summit also informed that the country will be launching a new joint 

ambitious partnership that will boost the vaccine manufacturing for the global benefit 
and will strengthen vaccinations to benefit the entire indo-Pacific.  We are launching a new ambitious joint 
partnership that is going to boost vaccine manufacturing for the global benefit, strengthen vaccinations to benefit the 
entire Indo-Pacific. 
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REGIONAL & GLOBAL ISSUES ON AGENDA 

 
During the virtual summit of the Quad- Quadrilateral Security Summit on March 12, 
the  leaders of the powerful economies will discuss the global and regional issues of 
mutual interest. They will also talk about the practical areas of cooperation for 
maintaining an open, free, and inclusive Indo-pacific region. The summit in a virtual 
mode will provide an opportunity to exchange views and ideas on contemporary 
challenges such as emerging and critical technologies, resilient supply chains, climate 
change, and maritime security. 
 

QUADRILATERAL SECURITY DIALOGUE (QUAD) 

 
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) is the informal strategic dialogue between India, USA, Japan and Australia 
with a shared objective to ensure and support a “free, open and prosperous” Indo-Pacific region. The idea of Quad 
was first mooted by Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in 2007. However, the idea couldn’t move ahead with 
Australia pulling out of it, apparently due to Chinese pressure. In December 2012, Shinzo Abe again floated the 
concept of Asia’s “Democratic Security Diamond” involving Australia, India, Japan and the US to safeguard the 
maritime commons from the Indian Ocean to the western Pacific. In November 2017, India, US, Australia and Japan 
gave shape to the long-pending "Quad" Coalition to develop a new strategy to keep the critical sea routes in the Indo-
Pacific free of any influence (especially China). 
 

REVIVING THE IRAN NUCLEAR DEAL: JCPOA 
 

Recently, Joe Biden has been sworn as the 46th president of the United States. On 
the foreign policy front, Biden has promised to move quickly to rejoin the nuclear 
deal with Iran which is also known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 

(JCPOA). JCPOA was signed in 2015, but former US President Trump has 
withdrawn from it (in 2018) and embarked on a policy of ‘maximum pressure’ to 
coerce Iran back to the negotiating table. The maximum pressure campaign 

devastated Iran’s economy but failed to push Iran back to the negotiating table or to 
curtail its involvement in Iraq, Syria, or Lebanon. Joe Biden has reiterated a return to 
the JCPOA provided Iran returns to full compliance. The return of the US to 
JCPOA may be a positive step towards regional peace. However, there are many challenges for the US and Iran to 
return to the negotiating table.  
 

JCPOA: TIMELINE & BACKGROUND 

 
The JCPOA was the result of prolonged negotiations from 2013 and 2015 between 
Iran and P5+1 (China, France, Germany, Russia, the United Kingdom, the United 

States, and the European Union, or the EU). It happened, thanks to the backchannel 
talks between the U.S.(U.S. President Barack Obama) and Iran, quietly brokered by 
Oman, in an attempt to repair the accumulated mistrust since the 1979 Islamic 
revolution. The JCPOA obliged Iran to accept constraints on its enrichment program 
verified by an intrusive inspection regime in return for a partial lifting of economic 
sanctions.  
 
However, faced with a hostile Republican Senate, President Obama was unable to 
get the nuclear deal ratified but implemented it on the basis of periodic Executive Orders to keep sanction waivers 
going. When Donald Trump became president, he withdrew from the deal and called it a “horrible, one-sided deal 
that should have never, ever been made”. The U.S. decision was criticized by all other parties to the JCPOA 

(including the European allies) because Iran was in compliance with its obligations, as certified by the International 

Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). Tensions rose as the U.S. pushed ahead with its unilateral sanctions, widening its 
scope to cover nearly all Iranian banks connected to the global financial system, industries related to metallurgy, 
energy, and shipping, individuals related to the defense, intelligence, and nuclear establishments. For the first year 
after the U.S. withdrawal, Iran’s response was muted as the E-3 (France, Germany, the U.K.) and the EU promised to 
find ways to mitigate the U.S. decision. 
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The E-3’s promised relief Instrument in Support of Trade Exchanges (INSTEX), created in 2019 to facilitate limited 
trade with Iran. However, by May 2019, Iran’s strategic patience ran out as the anticipated economic relief from the E-

3/EU failed to materialize. As the sanctions began to hurt, Tehran shifted to a strategy of ‘maximum resistance’. 
 

IRAN'S POLICY OF 'MAXIMUM RESISTANCE' 

 
Beginning in May 2019, Iran began to move away from JCPOA’s constraints incrementally: exceeding the ceilings of 
300kg on low-enriched uranium and 130 MT on heavy-water; raising enrichment levels from 3.67% to 4.5%; stepping 
up research and development on advanced centrifuges; resuming enrichment at Fordow, and violating limits on the 
number of centrifuges in use. 
In January 2020, following the drone strike on Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps commander Gen. Qasem 

Soleiman, Iran announced that it would no longer observe the JCPOA’s restraints. The collapse of the JCPOA drags 
Iran towards nuclear brinkmanship, like North Korea, which has created major geopolitical instability in the region 
and beyond. 
 

ROADBLOCKS IN THE RESTORATION OF THE DEAL 

 
Regional Cold War Between Iran & Saudi Arabia: Saudi Arabia is the cornerstone of US’ Middle East policy. The US 

has strengthened its relationship with Saudi-Arabia, to act as a counterweight against Iran. However, traditional 
Shia vs Sunni conflict precipitated into a regional cold war between Iran & Suadi Arabia. Thus, a major challenge for 
the US to restore the nuclear deal is to maintain peace between the two regional rivals. 

 
Iran Gone too Far: The challenge in resuming the agreement in its present form is that Iran is currently in violation of 
several of its important commitments, such as the limits on stockpiles of enriched uranium. The International Atomic 
Energy Agency noted that Iran now had more than 2,440 kilograms, which is more than eight times the limit set by the 
2015 nuclear deal. Further, Iran says it wants the US to pay for the billions of dollars in economic losses it incurred 
when it pulled the United States out of the Iran deal in 2018 and reinstituted sanctions that it had lifted. 
 

IMPACTS ON INDIA FOR RESTORATION OF JCPOA 

 
Restoration of JCPOA may ease many restrictions over the Iranian regime, which may 
directly or indirectly help India. This can be reflected in the following examples: 
 
Boost to Regional Connectivity: Removing sanctions may revive India’s interest in the 
Chabahar option, Bandar Abbas port, and other plans for regional connectivity. This 
would further help India to neutralize the Chinese presence in Gwadar port, Pakistan. 
Apart from Chabahar, India’s interest in the International North-South Transit 

Corridor (INSTC), this runs through Iran, which will improve connectivity with five 
Central Asian republics, may also get a boost. 
 
Energy Security: Due to the pressure linked to the US ’ Countering America’s Adversaries through Sanctions Act 

(CAATSA), India has to bring down oil imports to zero. Restoration of ties between the US and Iran will help India to 
procure cheap Iranian oil and aid in energy security. 
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ECONOMIC AFFAIRS 

GOVT. AMENDS INSURANCE OMBUDSMAN RULES 

 
The Government of 
India has notified 
comprehensive 
amendments to the 
Insurance Ombudsman 
Rules, 2017, for better 
resolution of 
policyholders’ 
complaints regarding 

insurance service deficiencies, in a timely, cost-effective 
and impartial manner.  
 
This will help in facilitating the resolution of the 

complaints with respect to the deficiencies in insurance 
services in a cost-effective and impartial manner on 
time. 
 
The Ombudsman mechanism was administered by the 

Executive Council of Insurers. This has now been 
renamed as the Council for Insurance Ombudsmen. 
 
Earlier, the scope of complaints to Ombudsmen was 

limited to only disputes, but now it has been enlarged 
to include deficiencies in service on the part of insurers, 
agents, brokers and other intermediaries. 
 
The insurance brokers have also been brought within 
the ambit of the Ombudsman mechanism. The 
Ombudsmen has been empowered to pass awards 
against insurance brokers as well. 
 
Ombudsman is an official who is appointed to 
investigate the complaints regarding the service or on 
an administrative authority.  
 
The ombudsman is usually appointed by governments 
however, the private companies can also appoint them. 
The Indian government has appointed an ombudsman 
to resolve the grievances with respect to income tax, 
banking and insurance. 
 

WB GUARANTEE SCHEME FOR SOLAR ROOFTOP 

PROJECT 

 
The World Bank plans to introduce a $100-million 

credit guarantee scheme to boost India’s rooftop solar 
programme, which has not gained enough traction.  
 
The scheme will allow micro, small, and medium 

enterprises (MSMEs) to avail concessional debt 
financing for setting up rooftop solar units. 
 
The World Bank scheme, along with the State Bank of 

India (SBI) and the MSME ministry to accelerate the 

adoption of rooftop solar units, will help MSMEs access 
credit of around $1 billion.  
 
The arrangement will be 
beneficial for the firms 
that often do not meet 
the lending criteria of 
banks and other financial 
institutions, with their 
financial woes been 
exacerbated by the 
covid-19 pandemic. 
 

MERCHANT DIGITIZATION SUMMIT LAUNCHED BY GOI 

 
Government of India 
(GoI), Federation of 
Indian Chambers of 
Commerce and 

Industry (FICCI) and 
United Nations’ Better 
Than Cash Alliance 
hosted the Merchant 
Digitization Summit 

2021: Towards AatmaNirbhar (Self Reliance) Bharat, 
with special attention to the Himalayan Region, 
Northeast Region and the Aspirational Districts of 
India.Highlights  
 
The summit convened the public and private sector 

leaders of the Responsible Merchant Digitization 
Summit to accelerate the responsible digitization of 
Merchant in North-Eastern India and the Himalayan 
regions, and Aspirational Districts. 
 
This summit is part of a series of learning and exchange 
activities between all States and Union Territories.  

 
According to the series, the Department of Economic 
Affairs also organized a webinar called ‘Unlocking the 

value of Fintech in promoting Digital Payments’ in 
December 2020. 
 
About Better Than Cash Alliance: Headquarters of 
Better than Cash Alliance in United Nations. It is a 
partnership of governments, companies and 
international organizations designed to accelerate the 
transition from cash to digital payments to help achieve 

Sustainable Development Goals. The Alliance has 76 
members, including India. 
 

INDIA'S FOREX RESERVES 4TH LARGEST IN THE WORLD 

 
India’s foreign-exchange reserves surpassed Russia’s 
to become the world’s fourth-largest reserve. The 
foreign currency holdings of India stood at $580.3 billion 
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as of March 5, as per the data by the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI).  

 
The reserve of Russia 
was $580.1 billion. 
Overall, China has the 
largest reserves, 
followed by Japan and 
Switzerland, as on the 
International Monetary 
Fund table. Reserves for 

both countries have mostly flattened out this year after 
months of rapid increase. India pulled ahead as Russian 
holdings declined at a faster rate in recent weeks.  
 
India’s reserves, enough to cover roughly 18 months of 

imports, have been bolstered by a rare current-account 
surplus, rising inflows into the local stock market and 
foreign direct investment. 
 

US AS INDIA'S SECOND LARGEST OIL SUPPLIER 

 
The United States has 
surpassed Saudi 
Arabia to become 
India's second largest 
oil supplier. This shift 
came after refineries 
increased their 
purchases of cheaper 
U.S. crude oil to record 

levels to offset OPEC+ production cuts.  
 
India’s oil imports from the United States, the world’s 
largest oil producer, increased to 48%, reaching a record 
545,300 barrels per day (barrels\/day) in February 2021, 
accounting for 14% of India’s total imports in 
February.  
 
As a result, Saudi Arabia, which has always been one 
of India’s two largest oil suppliers, fell to fourth place 
for the first time since 2006.  
 
India is the world's third largest oil importer and 

consumer. The country has repeatedly called on major 
oil producers to ease supply constraints and help the 
global economy recover. India also pointed to Saudi 
Arabia's voluntary cuts to promote the rise of global 
oil prices.  

 
According to data, Iraq is still India's largest oil seller. 
Even though oil purchases fell by 23% from a five-
month low to 867,500 bpd, they maintained their highest 
position.  Iraq has also cut its annual oil supply to 

Indian refineries by 20% in 2021 to fulfill its obligations 
under the OPEC production agreement. 
 

UNCTAD PROJECTS INDIA'S GDP TO GROW AT 5% 

 
The UN Conference on Trade and Development 

(UNCTAD) has projected India’s economy to contract 
by 6.9 per cent in 2020 
due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, is forecast to 
record a “stronger 

recovery” in 2021 and 
grow by 5 per cent. 
Further, the UNCTAD 
estimates the global 
economy to grow by 4.7 
per cent in 2021.  
 
The report noted that the deeper than expected 
downturn in 2020 explains in part the stronger recovery 
now projected for 2021 for India.  
 
According to a UN report which said the country’s 
current fiscal year budget points to a shift towards the 

demand-side stimulus, with an uptick in public 
investment. 
 

POWER GRID LAUNCHED CERTIFIED PORTAL 'PRANIT' 

 
Power Grid Corporation 
of India (POWERGRID) 
has launched an “e-
Tendering Portal” called 
‘PRANIT’ to make the 
tendering process more 
transparent.  
 
The portal ”PRANIT” will involve less paperwork and 
allow ease of operation, which in turn will make the 
tendering process more transparent. 
 
The portal has been certified by Standardisation, 
Testing and Quality Certification Directorate (STQC), 
under the Ministry of Electronics and Information 
Technology, GoI.  
 
POWERGRID is the only organization in India to have 
an e-procurement solution on SAP Supplier 

Relationship Management (SRM), complying with all 
applicable requirements relating to security and 
transparency as stipulated by STQC. 
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ARTICLE OF THE MONTH 

APPROPRIATION BILL CLEARED BY LOK SABHA 
 
Recently, the Lok Sabha cleared the Appropriation Bill, allowing the Central 
government to draw funds from the Consolidated Fund of India. Appropriation Bill 
gives power to the government to withdraw funds from the Consolidated Fund of 
India for meeting the expenditure during the financial year. As per article 114 of the 

Constitution, the government can withdraw money from the Consolidated Fund only 
after receiving approval from Parliament. The amount withdrawn is used to meet the 
current expenditure during the financial year.  
 

PROCEDURE FOLLOWED FOR APPROPRIATION BILL 

 
The Appropriation Bill is introduced in the Lok Sabha after discussions on Budget proposals and Voting on 
Demand for Grants. The defeat of an Appropriation Bill in a parliamentary vote would lead to the resignation of a 
government or a general election. Once it is passed by the Lok Sabha it is sent to the Rajya Sabha. 
 

Power of Rajya Sabha: It has the power to recommend any amendments in this Bill. However, it is the prerogative of 

the Lok Sabha to either accept or reject the recommendations made by the Rajya Sabha. After the bill receives assent 
from the president it becomes an Appropriation act. The unique feature of the Appropriation Bill is its automatic 

repeal clause, whereby the Act gets repealed by itself after it meets its statutory purpose. The government cannot 
withdraw money from the Consolidated Fund of India till the enactment of the appropriation bill. However, this 
takes time and the government needs money to carry on its normal activities. To meet the immediate expenses the 
Constitution has authorised the Lok Sabha to make any grant in advance for a part of the financial year. This 
provision is known as the ‘Vote on Account’. 
 

VOTE ON ACCOUNT 

 
A vote on account, as defined by Article 116 of the Indian Constitution, is a grant in 
advance for the central government to meet short-term expenditure needs from the 
Consolidated Fund of India, generally lasting for a few months till the new financial year 
kicks in. During an election year the Government either opts for ‘interim Budget’ or for 

‘Vote on Account’ as after the election the Ruling Government may change and so the 
policies. No amendment can be proposed to an Appropriation Bill which will have the 
effect of varying the amount or altering the destination of any grant so made or of varying 
the amount of any expenditure charged on the Consolidated Fund of India, and the 
decision of the Lok Sabha Speaker as to whether such an amendment is admissible is final.  
 

APPROPRIATION BILL V. FINANCE BILL 

 
While the Finance Bill contains provisions on financing the expenditure of the 
government; an Appropriation Bill specifies the quantum and purpose for 
withdrawing money. Both appropriation and finance bills are classified as money 
bills which do not require the explicit consent of the Rajya Sabha. The Rajya Sabha 
only discusses them and returns the bills.  
 
There are four types of Bills, namely:- 
 

Constitution Amendment Bills: These are Bills which seek to amend the 
Constitution. 
 
Money Bills: A Bill is said to be a Money Bill if it only contains provisions related to taxation, borrowing of money 

by the government, expenditure from or receipt to the Consolidated Fund of India. Bills that only contain 
provisions that are incidental to these matters would also be regarded as Money Bills. 
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Financial Bills: A Bill that contains some provisions related to taxation and expenditure, and additionally contains 

provisions related to any other matter is called a Financial Bill. Therefore, if a Bill merely involves expenditure by 
the government, and addresses other issues, it will be a financial bill. 
 
Ordinary Bills: All other Bills are called ordinary bills. 
 

HOW THESE BILLS ARE PASSED? 

 

 Constitution Amendment Bills: A Constitution Amendment Bill must be passed by both Houses of 
Parliament. It would require a simple majority of the total membership of that House, and a two thirds 

majority of all members present and voting. Further, if the Bill relates to matters like the election of the 
President and Governor, executive and legislative powers of the centre and states, the judiciary, etc., it must 
be ratified by at least half of the state legislatures. 

 

 Money Bills: A Money Bill may only be introduced in Lok Sabha, on the recommendation of the President. It 
must be passed in Lok Sabha by a simple majority of all members present and voting. Following this, it 
may be sent to the Rajya Sabha for its recommendations, which Lok Sabha may reject if it chooses to.  If such 
recommendations are not given within 14 days, it will deem to be passed by Parliament. 

 

 Financial Bills: A Financial Bill may only be introduced in Lok Sabha, on the recommendation of the 

President. The Bill must be passed by both Houses of Parliament, after the President has recommended that it 
be taken up for consideration in each House. 

 

 Ordinary Bills: An Ordinary Bill may be introduced in either House of Parliament. It must be passed by both 
Houses by a simple majority of all members present and voting. 

 

CONSOLIDATED FUND OF INDIA 

 
It was constituted under Article 266 (1) of the Constitution of India. It is made up of: All revenues received by the 
Centre by way of taxes (Income Tax, Central Excise, Customs and other receipts) and all non-tax revenues. All loans 
raised by the Centre by issue of Public notifications, treasury bills (internal debt) and from foreign governments and 
international institutions (external debt).All government expenditures are incurred from this fund (except exceptional 
items which are met from the Contingency Fund or the Public Account) and no amount can be withdrawn from the 
Fund without authorization from the Parliament. The Comptroller and Auditor-General of India (CAG) audits the 
fund and reports to the relevant legislatures on the management. 
 
Stages of Budget in the parliament 
 

 Presentation of Budget. 

 General discussion. 

 Scrutiny by Departmental Committees. 

 Voting on Demands for Grants. 

 Passing an Appropriation Bill. 

 Passing of Finance Bill. 
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APPOINTMENTS 
JAIDEEP BHATNAGAR TOOK CHARGE AS DG OF PIB 

 
The former head of the 
News Services Division of 
All India Radio, Jaideep 

Bhatnagar, took over as 
Principal Director General 
of the Press Information 
Bureau.   

 
Prior to his current charge 

as head of the organisation, Bhatnagar has worked in 

PIB for six years in different capacities. He will take 
over from Kuldeep Singh Dhatwalia, who 
superannuated on February 28, 2021. 
 
Bhatnagar, a 1986-batch Indian Information Service (IIS) 
officer, earlier served in Doordarshan News as head of 
the Commercial, Sales and Marketing Division. 

 
He has also served as Prasar Bharati Special 

Correspondent West Asia covering 20 countries and 
later went on to head the News Services Division of 
AIR. 
 

LIGIA NORONHA AS UN ASST. SECRETARY GENERAL 

 
UN chief Antonio 
Guterres has appointed 
leading Indian economist 
Ligia Noronha as Assistant 
Secretary-General and 
Head of the New York 
Office of the United 
Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP).  

 
Prior to joining the UNEP, Noronha worked at The 
Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) in New Delhi 
as Executive Director (Research Coordination) and as 
Director of the Division on Resources, Regulation and 
Global Security. 
 
She has worked since 2014 as Director of UNEP’s 

Economy Division based in Nairobi, leading UNEP’s 

work on climate mitigation and energy transitions; on 
inclusive green economies, sustainable consumption 
and production, as well as on trade and sustainable 
finance, and the nexus of environment, pollution and 
health. 
 

TARUN BAJAJ TAKES ADDL. CHARGEAS REVENUE SECY. 

 
Department of economic affairs secretary, Tarun Bajaj 
has been given the additional charge of revenue 

secretary. Present revenue secretary Ajay Bhushan 

Pandey retires on February 28.  
 
The Centre has decided 
to not grant an extension 
to finance secretary Ajay 
Bhushan Pandey who 
was also holding 
additional charge of the 
revenue department in 
the finance ministry. 
 
Tarun Bajaj, an old hand at the Finance Ministry, 
assumed charge as Economic Affairs secretary last May, 
at a time when India saw the worst growth contraction 
in history on account of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
 

DR. AJAY MATHUR ASSUMED CHAIRMANSHIP OF ISA 

 
Dr Ajay Mathur has 
assumed office as the 
Director-General of the 
International Solar 

Alliance (ISA) with effect 
from March 15, 2021.  
 
He has been appointed for 
a period of four years which can be renewed for an 
additional term. Dr Ajay Mathur has replaced Upendra 
Tripathy, who completed his term on March 15, after 

serving as the Director-General since 2017. 
 
Mathur brings a wealth of leadership and expertise 
across all key areas of the energy transition, from policy, 
research, and technology commercialisation to 
financing, international cooperation and institutional 
development. 
 
He is a member of the Prime Minister’s Council on 

climate change.He had also served as the Director-

General of TERI and also a key Indian climate-change 
negotiator. He was also the spokesperson for India 
during the 2015 climate negotiations in Paris. 
 
 

SAURABH GARG APPOINTED AS CEO OF UIDAI 

 
Senior bureaucrat, 
Saurabh Garg has been 
appointed as the Chief 
Executive Officer 
(CEO) of Unique 
Identification 
Authority of India 
(UIDAI) as part of a 



SM PRAVAHINI MONTHLY COMPENDIUM WWW.SUCCESSMANTRA.IN 2021 

 
bureaucratic reshuffle effected by the Centre.  
 
Mr Garg is at present serving in his cadre state Odisha. 
He is a 1991 batch IAS officer. 
 

The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) 
has approved the appointment of Mr Garg as the CEO, 

UIDAI in the rank and pay of Additional Secretary, an 
order issued by the Personnel Ministry. 

 

ARTICLE OF THE MONTH 

JUSTICE NV RAMANA TO TAKE CHARGE AS NEXT CJI 
 
Chief Justice of India (CJI) SA Bobde in a letter to the central government has 
recommended appointing senior-most Supreme Court Judge Justice NV Ramana as 

the next Chief Justice of India. The Chief Justice of India SA Bobde is scheduled to 
retire from the position on April 23rd. Hence, it is likely that Justice N V Ramana will 
take over as the 48th Chief Justice of India on April 24th. Chief Justice of India (CJI) 

SA Bobde sends a letter to the Central government recommending to appoint senior 
most Supreme Court Judge Justice NV Ramana as the next CJI. 

 

ABOUT JUSTICE NV RAMANA 

 
Justice NV Ramana is currently the senior-most judge in the Supreme Court of India. He was previously serving as 

the Delhi High Court Chief Justice and acting Chief Justice of 
Andhra Pradesh High Court. He was elevated as a Supreme 

Court Judge on February 17, 2014. With a term of 8 years in the 
Supreme Court of India, he is now next in line to be Chief Justice 
of India with effect from 24 April 2021 after the retirement of 
Justice Sharad Arvind Bobde. Justice NV Ramana is due to retire 
on August 26, 2022. He has previously served as the President of 

the Andhra Pradesh Judicial Academy. He had enrolled as an 
advocate in February 1983 and specialized in criminal, service, 
constitutional and inter-state River laws.   
 
He has also served as a panel counsel for several Government 
Organizations. Overall, he has practiced in the Andhra Pradesh 
HC, Central and Andhra Pradesh Administrative Tribunals as 
well as the Supreme Court in Civil, Criminal, Constitutional, 

Labour, Service and Election matters. He has been credited for 
presiding over path-breaking judgments in constitution, tax, 
arbitration and criminal law. He has previously headed SC 
benches that dealt with matters such as fast-tracking of trials in 
cases against legislators and restrictions imposed in Jammu and 
Kashmir after the abrogation of Article 370 of the Constitution. 
In March 2020, a bench headed by him rejected proposals to send 
petitions challenging the abrogation of Article 370 to a larger 

bench. He had also headed the constitution bench that had 
rejected the curative petitions filed by the convicts in the 
December 2012 gang rape and murder case, finally paving the 
way for their execution. As for his personal life, he was born into 
a humble family of agriculturalists in Ponnavaram Village, 
Krishna district in undivided Andhra Pradesh. 
 

APPOINTMENT OF JUDGES OF SUPREME COURT 

 
The judges of the Supreme Court are appointed by the 

President. The CJI is appointed by the President after consultation 
with such judges of the Supreme Court and high courts as he 
deems necessary. The other judges are appointed by the 

 
 

TELEGRAM 
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President after consultation with the CJI and such other judges 
of the Supreme Court and the high courts as he deems necessary. 
The consultation with the chief justice is obligatory in the case of 
appointment of a judge other than Chief justice. 
 

Appointment of Chief Justice 
From 1950 to 1973: The practice 
has been to appoint the senior 
most judge of the Supreme 
Court as the chief justice of 
India. This established 
convention was violated in 1973 
when A N Ray was appointed 

as the Chief Justice of India by 
superseding three senior judges. Again in 1977, M U Beg was 

appointed as the chief justice of India by superseding the then 
senior-most judge. This discretion of the government was 
curtailed by the Supreme Court in the Second Judges Case 

(1993), in which the Supreme Court ruled that the senior most 
judge of the Supreme Court should alone be appointed to the 
office of the Chief Justice of India. 
 
Collegium System: Collegium system was born through “three 

judges case” and it is in practice since 1998. It is used for 
appointments and transfers of judges in High courts and Supreme 
Courts. There is no mention of the Collegium either in the 
original Constitution of India or in successive amendments.  

 
Qualifications of judges: A person to be appointed as a judge of 
the Supreme Court should have the following qualifications:  

 

 He should be a citizen of India.  

 He should have been a judge of a High Court (or high 
courts in succession) for five years;  

 He should have been an advocate of a High Court (or 

High Courts in succession) for ten years;  

 He should be a distinguished jurist in the opinion of the 
president.  

 The Constitution has not prescribed a minimum age for 
appointment as a judge of the Supreme Court. 

 

REMOVAL OF JUDGES OF SUPREME COURT  

 
A judge of the Supreme Court can be removed from his office 

by an order of the President. The President can issue the removal 
order only after an address by Parliament has been presented to 
him in the same session for such removal. The address must be 
supported by a special majority of each House of Parliament (i.e., 
a majority of the total membership of that House and a majority 
of not less than two-thirds of the members of that House 
present and voting). The grounds of removal are two—proved 
misbehavior or incapacity.  
 
The Judges Enquiry Act (1968) regulates the procedure relating to 
the removal of a judge of the Supreme Court by the process of 
impeachment: No judge of the Supreme Court has been 
impeached so far. Impeachment motions of Justice V 

Ramaswami (1991–1993) and Justice Dipak Misra (2017-18) were 
defeated in the Parliament. 
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AWARDS & HONOR 
PM MODI CERAWEEK GLOBAL ENERGY AWARD 

 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will receive the 
CERAWeek global energy 
and environment 
leadership award during 
an annual CERAWeek 

Conference-2021.  
 

The award is given to him for his commitment to 
sustainability in energy and the environment. 

 
The CERAWeek Conference-2021 will be held virtually 
from March 1 to 5, 2021.  
 
It is an annual international conference that brings 
together the energy industry leaders, experts. 
Policymakers Government officials, leaders from the 
technology, energy technology innovators and financial 
& industrial communities. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF GOLDEN GLOBE AWARDS 2021 

 
The Golden Globe 

Awards 2021 was held to 
recognise excellence in 
film, both American and 
international, and 
American television.  
 
This was the 78th edition 

of the annual event, which honoured the best in 
American television, as well as film in 2020 and early 
2021, as chosen by the Hollywood Foreign Press 
Association. 
 
American TV series “The Crown” won the most 
awards for the ceremony with four awards. 
 
Winners in the Film category:  
 
Best Film – Drama: Nomadland 

Best Film – Musical/Comedy: Borat Subsequent Movie 
film 

Best Director: Chloe Zhao for Nomadland 

Best Actress – Drama: Andra Day for The United States 
vs. Billie Holiday 
Best Actor – Drama: Chadwick Boseman for Ma 
Rainey’s Black Bottom 
 
 

AMITABH BACHCHAN AWARDED WITH FIAF 2021 

 

Megastar Amitabh 
Bachchan will be honoured 
with an award by the 
International Federation of 

Film Archives (FIAF).  
 
The veteran actor will be the 
first Indian cinema 
personality to be bestowed with the FIAF Award for 
his dedication and contribution to the preservation of 
the world’s film heritage. 
 
Amitabh Bachchan was nominated for the award by the 
FIAF affiliate Film Heritage Foundation which is a not-
for-profit organisation founded by Shivendra Singh 
Dungarpur a filmmaker & archivist.  
 
This foundation is dedicated to preserve, restore, 
document, exhibit and study the film heritage of India. 
The FIAF is a worldwide organisation, comprising 
film archives and museums from across the world.  
 

63RD EDITION OF ANNUAL GRAMMY AWARDS 

 
The 63rd edition of the 
annual Grammy 
Awards ceremony was 
held in Los Angeles on 
March 14, 2021.  
 
The award is presented 
by The Recording 

Academy to recognize 
achievements in the American music industry. Beyonce 
received the most nominations with nine, as well as the 
most awards with four. 
 
List of winners of Grammy Awards 2021: 
 

 Album Of The Year --- “Folklore” by Taylor 
Swift 

 Record Of The Year ---  “Everything I Wanted” 
by Billie Eilish 

 Best New Artist --- Megan Thee Stallion 

 Best Rap Album ---- “King’s Disease” by Nas 

 Best R&B Album Winner ---  “Bigger Love” by 
John Legend 

 Best Rap Song ---- “Savage” by Beyoncé, 
Shawn Carter, Brittany 

 Best Country Album ---- “Wildcard” — 
Miranda Lambert 

 Song Of The Year ---- “I Can’t Breathe” by 
Dernst Emile II, H.E.R. and Tiara Thomas 
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF 67TH NATIONAL FILM AWARDS 

 
The 67th National Film 
Awards are currently 
being announced in New 
Delhi. The awards are for 
films from the year 2019.  
 
The event is organised by 
the Directorate of Film 

Festivals, which comes under the Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasting. The ceremony was 
supposed to be held in May last year but was delayed 
indefinitely due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
List of all the winners: Feature Film Awards 
 

● Best Feature Film: Marakkar: Lion of the 
Arabian Sea (Malayalam) 

● Best Actor (shared): Manoj Bajpayee for 
Bhonsle (Hindi), and Dhanush for Asuran 
(Tamil) 

● Best Actress: Kangana Ranaut for Panga 
(Hindi) and Manikarnika: The Queen of 
Jhansi (Hindi) 

● Best Supporting Actress: Pallavi Joshi for The 
Tashkent Files (Hindi) 

● Best Supporting Actor: Vijay Sethupathi for 
Super Deluxe (Tamil) 

● Best Director: Sanjay Puran Singh Chauhan for 
Bahattar Hoorain (Hindi) 

 
Other Awards: 
 

● Most Film Friendly State: Sikkim 

● Best Book on Cinema: A Gandhian Affair: 
India’s Curious Portrayal of Love in Cinema, 
by Sanjay Suri 

● (Special mentions: Cinema Paharana Manus by 
Ashok Rane and Kannada Cinema: Jagathika 
Cinema Vikasa-Prerane Prabhava written by 
PR Ramadasa Naidu) 

 

GANDHI PEACE PRIZE FOR 2019 & 2020 ANNOUNCED 

 
The Gandhi Peace Prize for 
the year 2019 is being 
conferred on (Late) His 
Majesty Sultan Qaboos 
bin Said Al Said of Oman.  
 
Gandhi Peace Prize 
recognizes the unparalleled 

vision and leadership of the Late H.M. Sultan Qaboos 
Bin Said in strengthening relations between India and 
Oman, and his efforts to promote peace and non-
violence in the Gulf region. 

 

On the other hand, Gandhi Peace Prize for the year 2020 
is being conferred on Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman.  
 

The Committee selected the name of Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman in recognition of his outstanding 
contributions towards social, economic and political 
transformation through non-violent and other 
Gandhian methods.  
 
The Gandhi Peace Prize recognizes the immense and 
unparalleled contribution of Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman in inspiring the liberation of 
Bangladesh, bringing stability to a nation born out of 
strife, laying the foundation for the close and fraternal 

relations between India and Bangladesh, and 
promoting peace and non-violence in the Indian 
subcontinent 
 

ASHA BHOSLE HONOURED WITH 'MAHARASHTRA 

BHUSHAN' 

 
Legendary singer Asha 

Bhosle will be honoured 
with the prestigious 
Maharashtra Bhushan 
Award for the year 
2020.  
 
A committee chaired by 
Chief Minister Uddhav 

Thackeray decided to 
select Ms Bhosle for the award for the year 2020.  
 
Ms Bhosle, whose sister Lata Mangeshkar won the 

award for 1997, said she got to know from Mr 
Thackeray that she has been selected for the award for 
2020. Ms Bhosle received the Dadasaheb Phalke 
Award for 2000. 
 
The award, instituted in 1996 by the State government to 
recognise distinguished work and achievements of 
eminent persons from the State, representing different 
walks of life, carries a cash prize of ₹10 lakh and a 
citation.  
 
The first Maharashtra Bhushan awardee was Marathi 

writer P.L. Deshpande and the last winner of this 
award was historian Babasaheb Purandare who got it 
for the year 2015. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF 66TH ANNUAL FILMFARE 

AWARDS 

 
The awards for the 66th 
annual Filmfare awards 
were announced. The 
event was hosted by 
actors Rajkummar Rao 
and Riteish Deshmukh.  
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Despite the difficulties the film industry faced during 
2020 as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, Filmfare 
decided it was important to commemorate the best of 
Indian cinema.  

 
Among the winners was the late Irrfan Khan, who won 
the award for best actor in a leading role (male) 
category, while Amitabh Bachchan bagged the best 
actor (critics) Award. 
 
List of Bollywood celebrities, who won big at the 66th 
Filmfare Awards 2021:  
 

 Best Film: Thappad 

 Best Film (Critics): Prateek Vats (Eeb Allay 
Ooo!) 

 Best Director: Om Raut (Tanhaji: The Unsung 
Warrior) 

 Best Actor in a Lead Role (MALE): Irrfan Khan 
(Angrezi Medium) 

 Best Actor (Critics): Amitabh Bachchan 
(Gulabo Sitabo) 

 Best Actor in a Lead Role (Female): Taapsee 
Pannu (Thappad) 

 Best Actress (Critics): Tillotama Shome (SIR) 

 

 
 
 

Admissions Open!!! 

Enroll Now @ +91 85888 76885 
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SPORTS  
INDIAN WOMEN'S LEAGUE 2020 TO BE HOSTED IN 

ODISHA 

 
All India Football 
Federation confirms 
Odisha as the venue for 
the forthcoming Hero 
Indian Women’s League 
2020-21 editions.  
 
This is the fifth edition of 
IWL, the top division 

women’s league in India. The Odisha government is a 

strategic partner of the AIFF (All India Football 
Federation) as it provides the necessary infrastructure to 
various men and women age-group teams. 
 
AIFF appreciates Odisha Government’s longstanding 
partnership with Indian Football wherein the latter 
have been providing its stadia and State of the Art 
training facilities to National Teams across various age 
groups and genders – all in an effort to take Indian 
Football forward together. 
 

J&K TOPS KHELO INDIA WINTER NATIONAL GAMES 

 
Union Territory of 
Jammu and Kashmir 
topped the medals tally in 
the second edition of the 
Khelo India Winter 
National Games.  J&K 
won 11 gold, 18 silver and 
5 bronze medals.  
 

The five-day mega sports event which began on the 26th 
of February concluded in the famous ski resort of 
Gulmarg in north Kashmir’s Baramulla district. The 
event was e-inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. 
 
The second edition of the Khelo India winter games is a 
major step towards making Jammu and Kashmir a hub 
of the winter games. 
 
The event was organised by the Union Ministry of 
Youth Affairs and Sports in collaboration with the J&K 

Sports Council and the Winter Games Association of 
Jammu and Kashmir. 

 

KIERON POLLARD BECOMES 3RD TO HIT 6 SIXES 

 

Kieron Pollard hit six sixes in an over to guide West 
Indies to a comprehensive four-wicket win against Sri 
Lanka in the first game of their three-match T20 series.  
Pollard joins former India 

batsman Yuvraj Singh as 
the only other player to hit 
six sixes in an over in T20 
cricket, and just the third 
man to hit six sixes in an 
international match, 
emulating Herschelle 
Gibbs (South Africa) and Yuvraj Singh (India). 
 
Pollard achieved the feat when he hit Sri Lanka’s Akila 

Dananjaya out of the park 6 times in the 6th over of 
West Indies’ successful chase in the first T20I at the 
Coolidge Cricket Ground in Antigua.  
 

PV SINDHU WON SILVER IN BWF SWISS OPEN 

 
India’s ace shuttler PV 

Sindhu has won a silver 
medal in the BWF Swiss 

Open Super 300 in the final 
of the women’s singles 
event held at Basel, 
Switzerland. The World 
No. 7 Sindhu lost to World 
No. 3 and reigning Olympic champion Carolina Marin. 
 
Winners List of Swiss Open 2021 
 

 Men’s Singles: Viktor Axelsen (Denmark) beat 
Kunlavut Vitidsarn (Thailand). 

 Women’s Singles: Carolina Marin (Spain) beat 
PV Sindhu (India). 

 Men’s Doubles: Kim Astrup and Anders 
Skaarup Rasmussen (Denmark) beat Mark 
Lamsfuss-Marvin Seidel (Germany). 

 Mixed Doubles: Thom Gicquel-Delphine 
Delrue (France) beat Denmark pair, Mathias 
Christiansen-Alexandra Boje. 

 

FIRST INDIAN WOMAN CRICKETER TO SCORE 10K 

RUNS 

 
The veteran Indian 
women’s cricketer Mithali 

Raj has become the first 
Indian woman cricketer 
that has completed 10,000 
international runs in all 
the cricket formats.  
 
She also becomes the 
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second woman cricketer at the international level to 
complete 10000 runs. She achieved the milestone of 
10,000 after she hit a boundary off the Anne Bosch in 
28th over of Indian innings in the ongoing third ODI 
match against South Africa. 
 
She won the Arjuna Award in the year 2003 and Padma 

Shri in the year 2015. She is the only female cricketer 
who has captained in more than one ICC ODI World 
Cup Final that is in the year 2005 and 2017. 
 
She also becomes the first woman to complete 20 years 

in International cricket in the year 2019. 
 

BAJRANG PUNIA REGAINED NO.1 RANKING IN THE 

WORLD 

 
Indian wrestler Bajrang 

Punia has regained the 
No. 1 ranking in the 

world. He won the 
ranking after winning 
the gold medal for the 
second time in a row in 
the Matteo Pellicone 
Ranking Series.  

 
In the freestyle final held in Rome on March 7, 2021, the 
wrestler defeated Mongolia’s Tulga Tumur Ochir 2-2 in 

65kg. He scored in the last 30 seconds.  
 
Wrestler Bajrang Punia was ranked second in the world 
before the start of the Matteo Pellicone rankings. His 
victory in the competition helped him regain the top 
spot in the 65 kg weight class.  

 

1ST INDIAN FENCER TO QUALIFY FOR OLYMPICS 

 
Bhavani Devi became the 
first-ever Indian fencer to 
qualify for the Olympics. 
The sabre fencer secured 
an Olympic spot due to 
events in the ongoing 
Fencing World Cup.  
 

Hosts Hungary lost in the quarterfinals of the team 
event, allowing Korea to progress to the semis. 

 
Therefore, Bhavani Devi qualifies through the Adjusted 

Official Ranking (AOR) Method. Currently, she is 
ranked 45th in the world. In 2017 she won India’s 1st 
international gold medal in fencing. 
 
 

NOZOMI OKUHARA WINS TITLE AT ENGLAND OPEN 

 
Japan’s Nozomi Okuhara has won the All England 
Badminton Championships women’s title as she 

defeated Pornpawee Chochuwong 21-12, 21-16 in the 
finals.  
 
In the men’s category, 
Malaysia’s Lee Zii Jia has 
won the All England 
Badminton 

Championships title as he 
defeated Denmark’s Viktor 
Axelsen in the summit 
clash.  
 
List of winners of the All England Badminton 
Championships 2021: 
 

● Men’s singles --- Lee Zii Jia (Malaysia) 

● Women’s singles ---- Nozomi Okuhara (Japan) 

● Men’s doubles --- Hiroyuki Endo and Yuta 
Watanabe 

● Women’s doubles --- Mayu Matsumoto and 
Wakana Nagahara 

 

ENGLISH COUNTY LANCASHIRE SIGNED SHREYAS IYER 

 
English county 

Lancashire has 
announced the overseas 
signing of India batsman 

Shreyas Iyer for the 2021 
Royal London Cup.  
 
Iyer becomes the 6th 
Indian to sign for 
Lancashire. Iyer will arrive at Old Trafford on July 15 
ahead of the start of the 50-over tournament and will 
remain with Lancashire for the duration of the month-
long group stage.  
 
The top-order batsman is regarded as one of the most 
attacking and fluent stroke players in Indian cricket and 
he has played in 21 ODIs and 29 T20 Internationals for 
his country. 
 
The signing of Shreyas Iyer signals the latest step in 
Lancashire’s long association with Indian cricket, which 
stretches back more than 50 years when India 

wicketkeeper-batsman Farokh Engineer joined the 
county in 1968.  
 
He would go on to become a Lancashire legend and 
now serves as a vice-president of the club. Since 
Engineer retired, four other Indian players — Murali 
Kartik, Dinesh Mongia, VVS Laxman, and Sourav 

Ganguly — have represented Lancashire. 
 

YOGASANA INCLUDED IN KHELO INDIA YOUTH GAMES 

 
Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju has included Yogasana in 

Khelo India Youth Games 2021 in a bid to develop it as 
a competitive sport.  
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Yogasana sport for 
both male and female 
categories have been 
included in Khelo India 
Youth Games, 2021. 
 
Rijiju has written a 
reply in the Lok Sabha 
that the government has 

also given recognition to the National Yogasana Sports 

Federation (NYSF) for the promotion and development 
of Yogasana in the country. 
 
An International Yogasana Sports Federation was 
formed under the presidentship of yoga guru Baba 

Ramdev with HR Nagendra as secretary-general in 
November 2019. 
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DATES & DAYS 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY OBSERVED ON 8TH 

MARCH 

 
International Women’s 
Day is celebrated on the 
8th of March every year. 
This day celebrating the 
social, economic, 
cultural and political 
achievements of women.  
 
The day also marks a call 

to action for accelerating women’s equality. 
International Women’s Day is a time to reflect on 
progress made, to call for change and to celebrate acts of 
courage and determination by ordinary women, who 
have played an extraordinary role in the history of their 
countries and communities. 
 
This year’s theme for International Women Day, 
“Women in leadership: Achieving an equal future in a 

COVID-19 world”, celebrates the tremendous efforts by 
women and girls around the world in shaping a more 
equal future and recovery from the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
 
The United Nations began celebrating International 
Women’s Day in the International Women’s Year, 
1975. In 1977, the United Nations General Assembly 
invited member states to proclaim March 8 as the UN 
Day for women’s rights and world peace. 
 

ZERO DISCRIMINATION DAY OBSERVED ON 1ST 

MARCH 

 
Zero Discrimination Day 
is an annual day 
celebrated on 1 March 
each year by the United 
Nations and other 
international 
organisations.  
 
Zero Discrimination Day 

aims to raise the voice for the right to live life with 
dignity, despite one’s choices, beliefs, profession, 
education, disability or even illness. The theme of 
Zero Discrimination Day 2021: “End Inequalities”. 

 
Zero Discrimination Day was first celebrated on March 
1, 2014, and was launched by UNAIDS Executive 
Director at Beijing after UNAIDS launched its Zero 
Discrimination Campaign on World AIDS Day in 
December 2013. 

WORLD WILDLIFE DAY OBSERVED ON 3RD MARCH 

 
World Wildlife Day is 
observed globally on 
the 3rd of March every 
year to celebrate the 
beautiful and varied 
forms of wild fauna 
and flora present on 
earth.  
 
World Wildlife Day also raise awareness about the 
benefits that the conservation of wild fauna and flora 

provides to people living on earth.  
 
The day also reminds us of the need to fight against 
wildlife crime and human-induced reduction of species 
causing various wide-ranging economic, environmental 
and social impacts. 
 
World Wildlife Day will be celebrated in 2021 under 
the theme “Forests and Livelihoods: Sustaining People 

and Planet”, as a way to highlight the central role of 
forests, forest species and ecosystems services in 
sustaining the livelihoods of hundreds of millions of 
people globally, and particularly of Indigenous and 
local communities with historic ties to forested and 
forest-adjacent areas. 
 

 World Wildlife Fund Headquarters: Gland, 
Switzerland. 

 
 

WORLD KIDNEY DAY OBSERVED ON 11TH MARCH 

 
World Kidney Day is 
observed globally on the 
second Thursday of March 
every year. This year 
World Kidney Day is 
observed on 11th March 
2021.  
 
The theme of the 2021 
World Kidney day is “Living Well with Kidney 

Disease”. World Kidney Day is a global campaign 
aimed at raising awareness of the importance of our 
kidneys.  
 
World Kidney Day aims to raise awareness of the 
importance of our kidneys to our overall health and to 
reduce the frequency and impact of kidney disease and 
its associated health problems worldwide. 
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Raise awareness about our “amazing kidneys” 
Highlight that diabetes and high blood pressure are key 
risk factors for Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD). 
 
 

WORLD CONSUMER RIGHTS DAY: 15TH MARCH 

 
It is celebrated on 15 
March across the world 
annually to spread 
awareness about the 
rights of consumers and 
their needs.  
 
The history behind the 

World Consumer Rights Day is that the first consumer 
movement was observed in 1983 and since then every 
year it is observed to mobilize an action on important 
issues and campaigns. 
 
The theme of World Consumer Rights Day 2021 is 

‘Tackling Plastic Pollution’. It will raise awareness and 
engage consumers globally to adopt and promote more 
sustainable practices.  
 

NATIONAL VACCINATION DAY: MARCH 16TH 

 
The National 
Vaccination Day, (also 
called the National 

Immunization Day), is 
celebrated every year on 
March 16 in India, to 
convey the importance of 
vaccination to the entire 
nation.  

 
The prime purpose behind the celebration of National 
Vaccination Day is to make all people aware of arming 
against polio and eradicating it completely from the 
world.  

 
The day was first observed in the year 1995. It was in 
1995 that India started the Pulse Polio Programme and 
the first dose of Oral Polio Vaccine was given.  

According to the World Health Organization, 
immunization is a process through which an 
individual’s immune system becomes fortified against 
foreign harm causing agent. 
 

INT. DAY FOR ELIMINATION OF RACIAL 

DISCRIMINATION 

 
The International Day for 
the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination is 
observed annually on 21 
March to remind people 
about the negative 

consequences of racial discrimination.  
 
This year theme is “Youth standing up against racism”. 
It engages the public through #Fight Racism, which 
aims to foster a global culture of tolerance, equality and 
anti-discrimination and calls on each and every one of 
us to stand up against racial prejudice and intolerant 
attitudes. 
 
The International Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination is observed annually on the day the 
police in Sharpeville, South Africa, opened fire and 
killed 69 people at a peaceful demonstration against 
apartheid “pass laws” in 1960. 
 

WORLD WATER DAY OBSERVED ON 22ND MARCH 

 
World Water Day is 
observed globally on 22nd 
March every year. World 
Water Day celebrates 
water and raises 
awareness of the 2.2 
billion people living 
without access to safe 
water.  
 
It is about taking action to tackle the global water crisis. 
A core focus of World Water Day is to support the 
achievement of Sustainable Development Goal 6: 
water and sanitation for all by 2030. 

 
The theme of World Water Day 2021 is “Valuing 
water”.  

 
The idea for this international day goes back to 1992, the 
year in which the United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development in Rio de Janeiro took 
place.  
 
That same year, the United Nations General Assembly 
adopted a resolution by which 22 March of each year 
was declared World Day for Water, to be observed 
starting in 1993. 
 

WORLD METEOROLOGICAL DAY: MARCH 23RD 

 
The World Meteorological 
Day is celebrated every 
year on 23 March to 
commemorate the date of 
the establishment of the 
World Meteorological 
Organization in 23 March 
1950.  
 

The day also highlights the contribution that the 
National Meteorological and Hydrological Services 
make to the safety and well-being of society. 
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The World Meteorological Day theme is “The ocean, 

our climate and weather” celebrates WMO’s focus in 
connecting the ocean, climate and weather within the 
Earth System.  
 

● World Meteorological Organization Head: 
Petteri Taalas. 

● The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) 
is an intergovernmental organization with its 
headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. 

● World's Meteorological Organization has a 
membership of 191 member states and 
territories. 

 

WORLD TUBERCULOSIS SAT OBSERVED ON 24TH 

MARCH 

 
World Tuberculosis 
Day is observed every 
year on 24 March to 
create awareness 
among the public 
about the global 
epidemic of 

tuberculosis (TB) and 
efforts to eliminate the 

disease.  
 
The date marks the day in 1882 when Dr Robert Koch 
announced that he had discovered the bacterium that 
causes TB, which opened the way towards diagnosing 
and curing this disease. 
 
The theme of World TB Day 2021 – ‘The Clock is 

Ticking’ –conveys the sense that the world is running 
out of time to act on the commitments to end TB made 
by global leaders.  
 
This is especially critical in the context of the COVID-19 

pandemic that has put End TB progress at risk, and to 
ensure equitable access to prevention and care in line 
with WHO’s drive towards achieving Universal Health 
Coverage. 
 

WORLD THEATRE DAY OBSERVED ON 27TH MARCH 

 
World Theatre Day is 
observed globally on 
27th March every year. 
World Theatre Day was 
initiated in 1961 by the 
International Theatre 
Institute (ITI), France.  
 
It is celebrated annually 
on the 27th March by ITI Centers and the international 
theatre community.  

 
This day is a celebration for those who can see the value 
and importance of the art form “theatre”, and acts as a 
wake-up-call for governments, politicians and 
institutions which have not yet recognized its value to 
the people and to the individual and have not yet 
realized its potential for economic growth. 
 
Every year the Executive Council of ITI chooses an 

outstanding theatre personality to write the message for 
World Theatre Day.  

 
The author of the Message of World Theatre Day 2021 

is Helen MIRREN, United Kingdom. The first World 
Theatre Day Message was written by Jean Cocteau in 
1962. 
 

 To promote theatre in all its forms across the 

world. 

 To make people aware of the value of theatre 
in all its forms. 

 To enable theatre communities to promote their 
work on a broad scale so that governments and 
opinion leaders are aware of the value and 
importance of dance in all its forms and 
support it. 

 To enjoy theatre in all its forms for its own sake. 

 To share the joy of theatre with others. 

ARTICLE OF THE MONTH 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY 8TH OF MARCH 
 
International Women’s Day was observed on March 8, 2021. The day celebrates the 
achievements of women and calls for action to empower women to create a gender-equal 
world. The theme of International Women’s Day 2021 is #ChooseToChallenge. “A 

challenged world is an alert world and from challenge comes change. So let's all choose 
to challenge. ” The International Day highlights how we can help to forge a gender-equal 
world- by celebrating women’s achievements, taking action for gender equality and 
raising awareness against bias.  
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WOMEN IN NEWS IN 2021 

 

 Kamala Harris: Kamala Harris created history by becoming the first female, 
African-American and Asian-American to be sworn in as Vice President of 
the United States. The 56-year-old was born to immigrant parents from India 
and Jamaica.  

 

 Ngozi Okonjo- Iweala: Ngozi Okonjo- Iweala has become the new Chief of 

the World Trade Organisation. She is the first woman and African to hold the 
position at WTO. She was appointed after she received the complete support 
of Joe Biden’s administration on February 5, 2021. She is the former Finance 

Minister of Nigeria and will hold the position from March 1, 2021, to August 31, 2025. 
 

 Kaja Kallas: Kaja Kallas became the first female Prime Minister of Estonia on January 26, 2021 after the new 
two-party coalition government was sworn in. This would be the first time that the Baltic nation will be led by 
a woman ever since it regained independence in 1991. Kaja Kallas is a lawyer, former European Parliament 
Member and daughter of former Prime Minister of Estonia, Sim Kallas.   

 

 Linda Thomas-Greenfield: Linda Thomas-Greenfield was confirmed by the US Senate on February 23, 2021 
as the US ambassador to the United Nations. She will be the third African-American and the second African 
American woman to hold the post of UN ambassador to the UN. She is a three-decade veteran of the US 
State Department. 

 

 Bhawana Kanth: Flight Lieutenant Bhawana Kanth was the first woman fighter pilot to take part in the 

parade of Republic Day 2021. She was a part of the tableau of the Indian Air Force that showcased the LAC- 

Light Combat Aircraft, the Sukhoi-30 fighter plane, and light combat helicopter. Bhawana Kanth was also 
one of the first women fighter pilots in the Indian Air Force. She was inducted in IAF in 2016 along with 

Mohana Singh and Avani Chaturvedi as the first women fighter pilots. Flt Lt Bhawana Kanth is set to 
become the first woman fighter pilot to take part in the Republic Day parade. 

 

 Dr. Swati Mohan: Dr. Swati Mohan was the Indian American woman who led the complex landing 
operation of NASA's Perseverance rover on Mars. Perseverance rover became the fifth NASA rover to 
successfully touch down on the Red Planet after Sojourner, twin rovers Spirit and Opportunity and 

Curiosity. Dr. Mohan had spearheaded the development of attitude control and the landing system for the 
rover. She was also the lead systems engineer during the development process of the rover. She has been a 
part of many important NASA missions in the past including the Cassini mission and GRAIL. 

 

TOP GOVT. INITIATIVES FOR WOMEN EMPOWERMENT 

 
To create a gender-equal world, the first step is providing equal opportunities to women and enabling their welfare 
and safety and providing ease in day-to-day living. Following are few schemes that were launched by the government 
in recent years to empower women, especially those living in rural areas. 
 
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao Yojana: Launched in January 2015, the scheme aims to celebrate the girl child and enable her 
education. The scheme’s main objectives are to prevent gender-biased sex-selective eliminations, ensure survival 
and protection of girl child and ensure the education of the girl child. 

 
One Stop Centre Scheme: The One Stop Centre will provide support and assistance to women affected by violence, 
both in private and public spaces. 
 

Women Helpline Scheme: The scheme aims to provide 24 hours immediate and emergency response to women 

affected by violence through referral and information about women-related government schemes programs across 
the country through a single uniform number. 
 
UJJAWALA scheme: The scheme’s objective is to prevent trafficking of women and children for commercial sexual 

exploitation through social mobilization and involvement of local communities, awareness generation programmes, 
generate public discourse through workshops/seminars and such events and any other innovative activity 
 



SM PRAVAHINI MONTHLY COMPENDIUM WWW.SUCCESSMANTRA.IN 2021 

 
Mahila-E-Haat: Mahila-E-Haat was launched in 2016 as a 
bilingual online marketing platform that leverages technology to 
help aspiring women entrepreneurs, self-help groups, and NGOs 
to showcase their products and services. 
 
Mahila Shakti Kendra: The Mahila Shakti Kendra was launched 

in 2017 to empower rural women with opportunities for skill 
development, employment, digital literacy, health and nutrition. 
The Kendras work through community engagement through 
student volunteers in the 115 most backward districts. 
 

ABOUT INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY 

 
International Women’s Day is celebrated on the 8th of March 
every year. This day is celebrating the social, economic, cultural 

and political achievements of women. The day also marks a call 
to action for accelerating women’s equality. International 
Women’s Day is a time to reflect on progress made, to call for 
change and to celebrate acts of courage and determination by 
ordinary women, who have played an extraordinary role in the 
history of their countries and communities. Women stand at the 

front lines of the COVID-19 crisis, as health care workers, 
caregivers, innovators, community organizers and as some of the 
most exemplary and effective national leaders in combating the 
pandemic. The crisis has highlighted both the centrality of their 

contributions and the disproportionate burdens that women 
carry. The United Nations began celebrating International 

Women’s Day in the International Women’s Year, 1975. In 1977, 
the United Nations General Assembly invited member states to 
proclaim March 8 as the UN Day for women’s rights and world 
peace. 
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REPORT & INDEXES 

ELON MUSK TOPA HURUN GLOBAL RICH LIST 2021 

 
The 10th Edition of Hurun 

Global Rich List 2021 was 
released, which ranked 3228 
billionaires from 2,402 
companies and 68 countries.  
 

The report showed that 
despite the COVID-19 
pandemic, the world added 
8 billionaires every week in 

2020 and 421 in a year, taking their total number to a 
record 3,288. 
 
Top three billionaires: Tesla chief Elon Musk bagged 
the top spot on the Hurun Global Rich List for the first 
time after adding a massive $151 billion during the year 
2020 to take his net worth to $197 billion. Amazon.com 

Inc CEO Jeff Bezos ranked second with $189 billion in 
net worth.  
 
India in the list: With 60 Billionaires from the Hurun 
India Global List 2021, Mumbai became the capital for 
India’s rich followed by New Delhi (40) & Bengaluru 
(22). 
 
Asia’s richest person and Reliance Industries chairman 
Mukesh Ambani is ranked eighth on the Hurun 
Global Rich List 2021. The total wealth of Ambani 
surged by 24% to $83 billion (approximately Rs 6.09 lakh 
crore). 
 

11TH QS WORLD UNIVERSITY RANKINGS 

 
The 11th edition of the 
QS World University 
Rankings was released 
on March 04, 2021. The 
QS World University 

Rankings 2021 ranks the 
top 1,000 universities 
from around the world, 
covering 80 different 

locations.  
 
There are 47 new entrants on the list. The Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology (MIT), the United States has 
retained its top position as the best university for the 
ninth year in a row.  
 
Stanford University, the United States and the 
University of Cambridge, United Kingdom are the 
second and third best University globally in QS World 
University Rankings 2021. 

 

The Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay has 
emerged as the best institution. It is placed at 172 
positions. No institute in India is in the top 100. Indian 
Institute of Science (185), Indian Institute of 

Technology, Delhi (193) are the only other universities 
from India to feature in the top 200. 
 
The QS World University Rankings by Subject are 

compiled to help prospective students identify the 
leading universities in a particular subject. 
 
The 2021 QS World University Ranking by Subject 

cover a total of 51 disciplines, grouped into five broad 
subject areas, namely: Arts & Humanities; Engineering 
& Technology; Life Sciences & Medicine; Natural 
Sciences; and Social Sciences and Management. 
 

EASE OF LIVING INDEX 2020 RELEASED 

 
Bengaluru emerged as 
the top city on the 
government’s Ease of 
Living Index 2020 that 
was released by Housing 
and Urban Affairs 
Minister Hardeep Singh 
Puri.  
 
Pune was second and Ahmedabad was ranked third 

among 111 cities. A total of 111 cities under the Smart 
Cities Program, participated in the assessment exercise 
that was conducted in 2020. 
 
The Ease of Living Index 2020 ranked cities in the 
following two categories: 
 

 Million+ populated cities – those with a 
population of more than a million. 

 Less than Million populated cites – those with 
a population of less than a million. 

 No city has been included from West Bengal 
because of the “data challenge”. 

 Million+ category: Bengaluru emerged as the 
top performer in this category. This was 
followed by Pune, Ahmedabad, Chennai, Surat, 
Navi Mumbai, Coimbatore, Vadodara, Indore, 
and Greater Mumbai respectively. 

 
Less than Million category: In this group, Shimla was 
ranked the highest in ease of living. This was followed 
by Bhubaneshwar, Silvassa, Kakinada, Salem, Vellore, 
Gandhinagar, Gurugram, Davangere, and 
Tiruchirappalli. 
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UNEP RELEASED FOOD WASTE INDEX REPORT 2021 

 
The United Nations 
Environment Programme 
(UNEP) and WRAP 
released the Food Waste 

Index Report 2021 and 
highlights that food 
wastes by different 
countries in 2019. As per 

the report, Over 931 million tonnes of food were wasted 
globally in 2019.  
 
In India, the household food waste estimate is 50 kg per 

capita per year, or 68,760,163 tonnes a year. The 
household food waste estimate in the US is 59 kg per 
capita per year, or 19,359,951 tonnes a year. China these 
estimates are 64 kg per capita per year or 91,646,213 
tonnes a year. 
 
The Food Waste Index Report aims at supporting the 
goals of SDG 12.3. It does so by presenting the most 
comprehensive food waste data collection, analysis and 
modelling to date, generating a new estimate of global 
food waste;  
 
Publishing a methodology for countries to measure 
food waste, at household, foodservice and retail level, to 
track national progress towards 2030 and to report on 
SDG 12.3.  
 

Countries using this methodology will generate strong 
evidence to guide a national strategy on food waste 

prevention, that is sufficiently sensitive to pick up 
changes in food waste over two- or four-year intervals, 
and that enables meaningful comparisons between 
countries globally. 
 

ECONOMIC FREEDOM INDEX 2021 RELEASED 

 
The Heritage Foundation, 
a US Conservative think-

tank, recently launched 
the “Economic Freedom 
Index”.  
 
The index was prepared 
by covering 184 countries 

this time for the period of July 2019 to June 2020. This is 
the first time the index has been published since the 

COVID-19 pandemic overturned lives as well as global 
economies and the scoring reflects a small extent how 
governments have responded to the health crisis. 
 
In the index, Singapore has topped the global ranking 
for the second consecutive year. In the 2021 Index, India 
came in around the middle of the pack among Asia-
Pacific countries ranking 26th out of 40 countries, 
scoring 56.5 points.  
 

Globally, the Foundation rates India’s economy as the 

121st freest. Although its overall score is unchanged, 
improvements were made in business freedom. This 
was offset by declines in judicial effectiveness and other 
scores. 
 

NDIA'S ARMS IMPORT FELL BY 33%: SIPRI 

 
India’s arms imports fell 

33% between 2011-15 
and 2016-20, said a report 
released by the 
Stockholm International 
Peace Research Institute 
(Sipri).  
 
The report on 
international arms transfers attributed the drop in 
India’s arms imports mainly to an attempt to reduce its 
dependence on Russian arms and complex procurement 
processes. Russia was the most affected supplier, 
although India’s imports of US arms also fell by 46%. 
 
India’s top three arms suppliers during 2016-20 were 
Russia (accounting for 49% of India’s imports), France 
(18%) and Israel (13%), the report. Myanmar, Sri Lanka 
and Mauritius were the top recipients of Indian military 
hardware, the report. 
 
According to Sipri, India accounted for 0.2% of the 
share of global arms exports during 2016-20, making the 
country the world’s 24th largest exporter of major 

arms. This represents an increase of 228% over India’s 

export share of 0.1 % during the previous five-year 
period of 2011-15. 
 

INDIA RANKED 56TH IN GLOBAL HOME PRICE INDEX 

 
India has moved down 
13 spots in the latest 
global home price index 
to finish last at 56th rank 
in the quarter ending 
December 2020.  
 
Against its 43rd rank a 
year ago, India saw a 
decline of 3.6% year-on-year (YoY) in home prices, 
leading to the drop in global position, showed Knight 
Frank’s Global House Price Index.  
 
India was the weakest-performing country during the 
fourth quarter of 2020, with a decline of 3.6% in home 
prices, followed by Morocco with a drop of 3.3%. 
 

According to the report, markets like New Zealand 
(19%), Russia (14%), the US (10%), Canada and UK 

(both 9%) have recorded accelerated growth in rankings 
in the last three months due to a growth in housing 
demand. 
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INDIAN ARMED FORCES 4TH STRONGEST IN THE 

WORLD 

 
China has the strongest 
military force in the 

world while India 

stands at number four, 
according to a study 
released by defence 
website Military Direct.  
 

China has the strongest military in the world, scoring 
82 out of 100 points in the index. The USA, despite their 

enormous military budgets, comes in 2nd place with 74 
points, followed by Russia with 69, India at 61 and then 
France with 58.  
 
The study said “ultimate military strength index” was 
calculated after taking into consideration various factors 
including budgets, number of inactive and active 
military personnel, total air, sea, land and nuclear 
resources, average salaries, and weight of equipment. 
 

INTERNATIONAL INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY (IP) INDEX 

 
India ranked 40 among 

53 global economies on 
the latest annual edition 
of the International 
Intellectual Property 
(IP) Index released.  
 
The US Chamber of 
Commerce Global 

Innovation Policy Centre (GIPC), the Index evaluates 
Intellectual Property rights in 53 global economies from 

patent and copyright policies to commercialisation of IP 
assets and ratification of international treaties. 
 
Over the last year, transparent and predictable 

intellectual property rights have also fostered 
unprecedented levels of highly successful public-private 
sector collaborations. 
 
The overall global IP environment improved in 2020, 
with a positive score increasing in 32 of the 53 
economies measured by the IP Index. This is the ninth 
IP index released by the GIPC. 
 

WORLD BANK RELEASED WORLD DEVELOPMENT 

REPORT 

 
The “World Development Report 2021: Data for Better 
Lives” was released by the World Bank.  
 
The World Development Report focuses on how data 
can improve the lives of poor people and advance 
development objectives, to ensure no one is left behind.  
 
It highlights the tremendous potential of the changing 
data landscape to improve the lives of poor people, at 
the same time acknowledging its potential to open 
back doors that can harm individuals, businesses, and 
societies. 

 
Through this report, the World Bank aims to support 
its client countries by identifying where public and 
private sector investments are the most critical, 
defining a rich program for policy reform and technical 
assistance, and highlighting areas in which global 
initiatives can help to convene and facilitate cross-
border cooperation. 
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ARTICLE OF THE MONTH 

GLOBAL GENDER GAP REPORT 2021 
 
India has fallen 28 places in the World Economic Forum’s (WEF) Global Gender 

Gap Report 2021. Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, One Stop Centre (OSC) Scheme, Ujjawala 
Scheme are some the initiatives launched by the government to address the issue of 

gender inequality. Further, the principle of gender equality is enshrined in the 
Indian Constitution in its Preamble, Fundamental Rights, Fundamental Duties and 
Directive Principles.  
 

OTHER INITIATIVES TO PROMOTE WOMEN 

 

 Vigyan Jyoti Scheme: Vigyan Jyoti Scheme is launched by the Department of Science & Technology (DST). 

It is intended to create a level-playing field for the meritorious girls in high school to pursue Science, 

Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) in their higher education. It also offers exposure for girl 
students from the rural background to help to plan their journey from school to a job of their choice in the 
field of science. 

 

 GATI Scheme: The Gender Advancement for Transforming Institutions (GATI) will develop a 
comprehensive Charter and a framework for assessing Gender Equality in STEM 

 

 KIRAN Scheme: Knowledge Involvement in Research Advancement through Nurturing (KIRAN) Scheme is 

started by the Department of Science and Technology (DST) aimed to bring gender parity in the Science & 
Technology sector by inducting more women talent in the research & development domain. 

 

GLOBAL GENDER GAP REPORT 

 
It was first published in 2006 by the WEF. It benchmarks 156 countries on their progress 
towards gender parity in four dimensions: Economic Participation and Opportunity, 
Educational Attainment, Health and Survival, Political Empowerment. Over the Index, the 
highest possible score is 1 (equality) and the lowest possible score is 0 (inequality).  It's 
aim is to serve as a compass to track progress on relative gaps between women and men 
on health, education, economy and politics. Through this annual yardstick, the 
stakeholders within each country are able to set priorities relevant in each specific 
economic, political and cultural context. 
 

INDIA'S POSITION: OVERALL RANKINGS 

 

India is now one of the worst performers in South Asia, it is now ranked 140 among 156 countries. In South Asia, 
Bangladesh ranked 65, Nepal 106, Pakistan 153, Afghanistan 156, Bhutan 130 and Sri Lanka 116. India had ranked 
112th among 153 countries in the Global Gender Gap Index 2020. 
 
Political Empowerment: India has declined on the political empowerment index as well by 13.5 percentage points, 
and a decline in the number of women ministers, from 23.1% in 2019 to 9.1% in 2021. However, it has still performed 
relatively well compared to other countries, ranking at 51 in women’s participation in politics. 
 
Education Attainment: In the index of education attainment, India has been ranked at 114. 

 
Economic Participation: The report notes that the economic participation gender gap actually widened in India by 

3% this year. The share of women in professional and technical roles declined further to 29.2%. The share of women 
in senior and managerial positions also is at 14.6% and only 8.9% firms in the country have top female managers. The 
estimated earned income of women in India is only one-fifth of men’s, which puts the country among the bottom 10 

globally on this indicator. In Pakistan and Afghanistan, the income of an average woman is below 16% of that of an 
average man, while in India it is 20.7%. 
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Health and Survival index: On this India has fared the worst, ranking at 155. The only country to have fared worse is 

China. The report points to a skewed sex ratio as the major factor. It says the ratio can be attributed to norms of son 
preference and gender-biased prenatal sex-selective practices. China and India together account for about 90 to 95% 

of the estimated 1.2 to 1.5 million missing female births annually worldwide due to gender-biased prenatal sex 
selective practices. 
 

GLOBAL SCENARIO: REGION WISE RANKING 

 

 South Asia incidentally is one of the worst performing regions, followed only by 
the Middle East and northern Africa.  

 

 Political Empowerment: The gender gap in political empowerment remains the 
largest: women represent only 26.1% of some 35,500 parliament seats and just 
22.6% of over 3,400 ministers worldwide. In 81 countries, there has never been a 
woman head of state, as of 15th January, 2021. Bangladesh is the only country 
where more women have held head-of-state positions than men in the past 50 
years. 

 

 Economic Participation: The countries with the largest gender gaps in economic participation include Iran, 
India, Pakistan, Syria, Yemen, Iraq, and Afghanistan. 

 

 Timeframe to Close the Gap: It will take South Asia 195.4 years to close the gender gap, while Western Europe 
will take 52.1 years. 

 

WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM (WEF) 

 
The World Economic Forum is the International Organization for Public-Private Cooperation. It was established in 
1971 as a not-for-profit foundation and is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. It is independent, impartial and not 
tied to any special interests. The Forum strives in all its efforts to demonstrate entrepreneurship in the global public 
interest while upholding the highest standards of governance.  
 
Some major reports published by WEF are: 

 Energy Transition Index. 

 Global Competitiveness Report. 

 Global IT Report 

 WEF along with INSEAD, and Cornell University publishes this report. 

 Global Gender Gap Report. 

 Global Risk Report. 

 Global Travel and Tourism Report 
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

ISRO LAUNCHES AMAZONIA-1 SATELLITE OF BRAZIL 

 
India’s Polar rocket 
has successfully 
launched Amazonia-1 
of Brazil and 18 other 
satellites from the 
spaceport here, in the 
first mission of the year 
for space agency ISRO.   
 

The Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle PSLV-C51 lifted 
from the first launch pad of the Satish Dhawan Space 

Centre (SHAR) and first injected into orbit primary 
payload Amazonia-1.  
 
The 637-kg Amazonia-1 which became the first 
Brazilian satellite to be launched from India is an 
optical earth observation satellite of the National 
Institute for Space Research (INPE). 

 

RUSSIA LAUNCHED 1ST ARCTIC MONITORING 

SATELLITE 

 
The Russian space 
corporation Roscosmos 
successfully launched its 
first satellite to monitor 
the Arctic’s climate and 
environment.  
 

The satellite called 
“Arktika-M”, was launched on February 28, 2021, 
onboard Soyuz-2.1b carrier rocket, from the Baikonur 
Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan.  
 
This satellite will help to collect information to solve 
operational meteorology and hydrology problems, and 
monitoring the climate and environment in the Arctic 
region. 
 

CHINA & RUSSIA TO BUILD LUNAR SPACE STATION 

 

The space agencies of 

China and Russia have 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) on 
behalf of their national 
governments, to jointly 
construct a lunar space 

station that will be open 
to all countries.  

 
The MoU was officially signed between the Chinese 
space agency, China National Space Administration 

(CNSA) and the Russian space agency Roscosmos, on 
March 09, 2021. 
 
Dubbed as the “International Scientific Lunar Station 

(ISLS)”, the centre will be a “complex of experimental 
and research facilities” created on the moon’s surface 
and/or in orbit of the moon.  
 
The goal of setting up ISLS is strengthening research 
cooperation and promoting the exploration and use of 
outer space for peaceful purposes in the interests of all 
mankind. 
 

ISRO LAUNCHED SOUNDING ROCKET RH-560 

 
The Indian Space 
Research Organization 
(ISRO) has launched a 
sounding rocket named 
RH-560 on March 12, 2021. 
The purpose of launching 
the rocket is to study the 
"vertical changes" in the 
dynamics of neutral wind and plasma.  
 
The RH-560 rocket was launched from the Sriharikota 

Range (SHAR) of the Satish Dhawan Space Center 
(SDSC).  
 
ISRO emphasized that the sounding rocket is a one-
stage or two-stage solid propellant rocket. These rockets 
are used to probe the upper atmosphere and conduct 
space research. Beginning in 1965, ISRO began to 

launch locally-made sounding rockets. The satellite 
named GISAT-1 will be launched by the "GSLV-F10 

rocket" of the Sriharikota spaceport.  
 

INDIA'S FIRST FREE SPACE QUANTUM 

COMMUNICATION 

 
In a first-of-its-kind 
initiative, the Indian 
Space Research 
Organization (ISRO) 
successfully 
demonstrated free-space 
Quantum 

Communication over a 
distance of 300 metres, with several technologies 
developed within the country.  
 
The demonstration included live video conferencing 
using quantum-key-encrypted signals, at Space 
Applications Centre (SAC), Ahmedabad, between two 
line-of-sight buildings within the campus. 
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The experiment was done at night to ensure that there is 
no interference from the direct sunlight. This is a major 

milestone achievement for unconditionally secured 
satellite data-communication using quantum 
technologies.
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MISCELLANEOUS 

RAJYA SABHA & LOK SABHA MERGED INTO SANSAD 

TV 

 
The Rajya Sabha and 
Lok Sabha Television 
channels that 
broadcast the 
proceedings of the 
upper and lower 
Houses of Parliament, 
respectively, have been 
merged into a single 

entity.  
 
The new channel has been named the ‘Sansad 

Television’. This change is effective from March 01, 
2021. 
 
Ravi Capoor, a retired IAS officer of the 1986 batch, has 
been appointed as the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of 

Sansad TV for one year.   
 

The decision to change the name was jointly taken by 
Rajya Sabha Chairman M. Venkaiah Naidu and Lok 
Sabha Speaker Om Birla. 
 

SC ON APPOINTMENT OF CBI DIRECTOR 

 
The Supreme Court has 
filed a writ petition 
requesting the 
appointment of a regular 
Director of the Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI).  
 
The Director of CBI was 

appointed in accordance with Article 4A of the Delhi 
Special Police Establishment Act of 1946.  
 
The Director of the CBI has obtained a two-year term 
guarantee under the 2003 CVC Act. The Lokpal & 

Lokayuktas Act (2013) amended the Delhi Special 

Police Establishment Act (1946) and made the 
following changes for the appointment of the CBI 
Director 
 
The central government should appoint the Director of 
the CBI on the recommendation of the three-person 
committee consisting of Prime Minister as Chairperson, 
the Leader of Opposition party in the Lok Sabha, the 
Chief Justice of India  or Judge of the Supreme Court 
nominated by him. 
 

WORLD MOST POWERFUL SUPERCOMPUTER: FUGAKU 

 
The Japanese scientific 
research institute called 
RIKEN and Fujitsu 
started developing the 
“Fugaku” six years ago. It 
is the world’s most 
powerful supercomputers.  
 
Fugaku has been named 
after an alternative name for Mount Fuji. Now, this 
supercomputer is fully ready and developed in Japan 
and is now available for research use.  
 
This supercomputer has been developed with the aim of 
making the device core of the computing infrastructure 
of Japan. Then the supercomputer was tested for the 
particular projects in order to combat the COVID-19 
pandemic in April 2020. 
 
Now the Fugaku is fully open and available for shared 

use. The Research Organization for the Information 

Science and Technology (RIST) of Japan has selected 
some 74 projects which will use this supercomputer in 
the financial year 2021. 
 

INAUGURATION OF KURNOOL AIRPORT IN AP 

 
Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) for 
Civil Aviation, Hardeep 
Singh Puri has 
inaugurated the Kurnool 
Airport, in Andhra 

Pradesh virtually.  
 
The flight operations at Kurnool airport will begin on 
28 March 2021. This airport has been developed under 
the Regional Connectivity Scheme, Ude Desh Ka Aam 
Nagrik (RCS-UDAN). 

 
Kurnool airport will bring the region closer to major 
hubs in South India by providing direct flight 
operations to Bangalore, Visakhapatnam and Chennai. 

 
Kurnool is the 6th airport in Andhra Pradesh to 
become functional after Kadapa, Visakhapatnam, 
Tirupati, Rajahmundry & Vijayawada. 
 

 Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh: YS Jagan 
Mohan Reddy  

 Governor: Biswa Bhusan Harichandan. 
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MCQ BASED QUESTION 
MONTH OF MARCH  

Q.1 In 2021, India is observing which edition of the 
Dandi March celebrations, which was led by Mahatma 
Gandhi? 

A) 75 
B) 91 
C) 82 
D) 100 
 
Q.2 The Cabinet has recently approved to increase the 
FDI limit in insurance sector to what percent? 

A) 85% 
B) 49% 
C) 100% 
D) 74% 
 
Q.3 India’s first centralised air-conditioned (AC) 
railway terminal ‘Sir M Visvesvaraya Terminal’ has 
been setup in which city? 

A) Bengaluru 
B) Mumbai 
C) Chennai 
D) Kolkata 
 
Q.4 What is the name of the world’s most powerful 
supercomputer, which has been developed by Japan 
and made operational recently? 
A) Akane 
B) Volcano 
C) Fugaku 
D) Pangea 
 
Q.5 When is the World Kidney Day observed? 
A) March 12 
B) Second Thursday in March 
C) March 11 
D) Second Friday in March 
Q.6 The Sounding rocket RH-560, was recently 
launched by ISRO. This RH-560 belong to which 
series of Sounding Rockets of ISRO? 

A) Rohini 
B) Aparna 
C) Ganga 
D) Saurya 
 
Q.7 Which day of the year is celebrated as the 
International Day of Mathematics (IDM) globally? 

A) March 11 
B) March 12 
C) March 13 
D) March 14 
 
 

Q.8 The first Quadrilateral (QUAD) Leaders’ Virtual 
Summit was held recently. Which country is not a part 
of the Quad nation? 

A) Australia 
B) Japan 
C) China 
D) United States 
 
Q.9 The Mera Ration mobile app launched by 
government under ‘One Nation-One Ration Card’ 
system, has been developed by____________ 
A) National Payments Corporation of India 
B) National Informatics Centre (NIC) 
C) TCS 
D) India Post 
 
Q.10 Name the first Indian women cricket player to 
cross 10,000 runs mark across all formats. 

A) Mithali Raj 
B) Smriti Mandhana 
C) Harmanpreet Kaur 
D) Jhulan Goswami 
 
Q.11 The Global Ayurveda Festival (GAF) 2021 was 
which edition of the annual Ayurveda Festival? 

A) 7th 
B) 5th 
C) 3rd 
D) 4th 
 
Q.12 The World Rotaract Day is observed 
on__________ 
A) March 12 
B) March 13 
C) March 11 
D) March 14 
 
Q.13 Who has been appointed as the CEO and MD of 
Asset Reconstruction Co India Ltd (Arcil)? 

A) Pallav Mohapatra  
B) Pramod Kumar Gupta 
C) Sanjay Jain 
D) Manohar Gopal Bhide 
 
Q.14 What is the theme of the World Kidney Day 2021? 
A) Kidneys And Women’s Health: Include, Value, 
Empower 
B) Kidney Disease & Obesity – Healthy Lifestyle for 
Healthy Kidneys 
C) Kidney health for everyone everywhere 
D) Living Well with Kidney Disease 
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Q.15 What is the theme of 2021 International Day of 
Mathematics (IDM)? 

A) Mathematics is Easy 
B) Mathematics is Everywhere 
C) Mathematics for a Better World 
D) Mathematics to Sustainability 
 
Q.16 Cabinet has approved the PMSSN as a single 
non-lapsable reserve fund for health, to credit the 
share of health from proceeds of Health and Education 
Cess. What does PMSSN stands for? 
A) Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Nidhi 
B) Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Neeti 
C) Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Nutan 
D) Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Nigam 
 
Q.17 World Consumer Rights Day is observed on 
which day of the year? 
A) March 14 
B) March 15 
C) March 13 
D) March 12 
 
Q.18 The Government has announced “All India 
Tourist Vehicles Authorization and Permit Rules, 
2021”. The new rule will provide permit for a 
maximum period of _______ years at a given time 

A) 2 years 
B) 5 years 
C) 3 years 
D) 7 years 
 
Q.19 India has recently surpassed which country to 
become the fourth largest foreign-exchange reserves in 
the world? 
A) Russia 
B) Japan 
C) UAE 
D) France 
 
Q.20 The Padma Bhushan awardee Laxman Pai has 
passed away. He was conferred with the prestigious 
honor for contribution in which field? 
A) Agriculture 
B) Mathematics 
C) Literature 
D) Painting 
 
Q.21 Under the Mission Sagar-IV, name the Indian 
Naval Ship which traveled to Port Anjouan, Comoros 
to deliver 1,000 Metric Tonnes of rice? 
A) INS Kesari 
B) INS Jalashwa 
C) INS Sahyadri 
D) INS Kiltan 
 
Q.22 The National Vaccination Day/National 
Immunization Day is marked on which day of the year 
in India? 
A) March 14 
B) March 12 

C) March 16 
D) March 13 
 
Q. 23 Chemancheri Kunhiraman Nair, who has passed 
away recently was a veteran artist of___________ 
A) Kathak 
B) Manipuri 
C) Bharatnatyam 
D) Kathakali 
 
Q.24 Name the new grievance redressal feature 
launched by NPCI on BHIM UPI app for the users 
A) UPI-Help 
B) UPI-Aid 
C) UPI-Boost 
D) UPI-Assist 
 
Q.25 Which country has taken over Saudi Arabia to 
become the second largest oil supplier of India, as of 
February 2021? 
A) Japan 
B) United States 
C) UAE 
D) Israel 
 
Q.26 Which of these has won the Album of the Year 
award at the Grammy Awards 2021? 
A) Black Pumas 
B) Everyday Life 
C) Chilombo 
D) Folklore 
 
Q.27 Marvin Hagler, who has passed away, was one of 
the greatest legend in which of these fields? 

A) Weightlifting 
B) Formula One 
C) Boxing 
D) Wrestling 
 
Q.28 What is the theme of World Consumer Rights 
Day 2021? 
A) Building a Digital World Consumers can Trust 
B) Tackling Plastic Pollution 
C) Trusted Smart Products 
D) Making Digital Marketplaces Fairer 
 
Q.29 The Foreign Exchange Reserve of which country 
is the largest in the world, as per the recent data of 
IMF? 

A) China 
B) Japan 
C) Switzerland 
D) Singapore 
 
Q.30 Which country is the largest crude oil supplier to 
India? 
A) United States 
B) UAE 
C) Iraq 
D) Nigeria 
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Q.31 US has officially rejoined the Paris Climate 
Agreement in February 2021. The landmark deal was 
signed in which year? 
A) 2013 
B) 2015 
C) 2017 
D) 2012 
 
Q. 32 What is the theme of the World Thinking Day 
2021? 
A) Peacebuilding 
B) Leadership 
C) Cooperation 
D) Discipline  
 
Q.33 National Girl Child Day (NGCD) is celebrated on 
__________ by the Government of India 

A) 24 January 
B) 25 January 
C) 26 January 
D) 23 January 
 
Q. 34 Which team has won the 2021 National Ice 
Hockey Championship trophy organised by Ice 
Hockey Association of India (IHAI)? 

A) Indian Army (LSRC) 
B) Delhi 
C) Ladakh 
D) Indo-Tibetan Border Police 
 
Q. 35 Noted historian Narendra Luther has passed 
away. He was associated with the history of which 
city? 
A) New Delhi 
B) Hyderabad 
C) Ahmedabad 
D) Kochi 
 
Q. 36 The Government of India has declared to 
observe the birth anniversary of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose every year on 23rd January as _________ 
A) Shakti Diwas 
B) Azad Diwas 
C) Parakram Diwas 
D) Shaurya Diwas 
 
Q.37 Larry King, the iconic television and radio host 
has passed away. He was from which country? 

A) Australia 
B) France 
C) Britain 
D) United States 
 
Q.38 What is the theme of the National Voters’ Day 
2021? 

A) Electoral Literacy for Stronger Democracy 
B) Making Our Voters Empowered, Vigilant, Safe and 
Informed 
C) No Voter to be left behind 
D) Empowering Young and Future Voters 
 

Q.39 Uttar Pradesh is celebrating its 
__________Foundation Day on 24 January 2021.  

A) 71 
B) 75 
C) 77 
D) 79 
 
Q.40 The Election Commission of India (ECI) was 
established in which year? 

A) 1952 
B) 1957 
C) 1950 
D) 1955 
 
Q.41 Which among the following Payments Bank has 
recently been designated as Scheduled Commercial 
Banks by RBI? 

A) Airtel Payments Bank  
B) Fino Payments Bank  
C) India Post Payments Bank 
D) Paytm Payments Bank  
 
Q. 42 The The Zero Discrimination Day was launched 
by UNAIDS in 2014. When is the day observed? 
A) March 1 
B) First Monday of March 
C) February 28 
D) Last Sunday of February 
 
Q.43 Which entry has won the maximum awards at the 
Golden Globe Awards 2021 ? 
A) The Great 
B) The Flight Attendant 
C) The Undoing 
D) The Crown 
 
Q.44 The new satellite ‘Arktika-M’ has been launched 
by which country to monitor the climate and 
environment of Arctic region? 
A) United States 
B) Japan 
C) Russia 
D) France 
 
Q.45 The Amazonia-1 satellite was launched by ISRO 
as primary payload among the 19 satellites, onboard 
on PSLV-C51, in its first lift-off for 2021.The 
Amazonia-1 satellite belongs to which country? 

A) Russia 
B) United States 
C) Argentina 
D) Brazil 
 
Q.46 Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently held a 
virtual Summit with Sanna Marin, to discuss bilateral 
issues. Ms. Marin is the Prime Minister of which 
country? 

A) Finland 
B) Singapore 
C) Germany 
D) Ireland 
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Q.47 As per the 2020 IQAir World Air Quality Report, 
which city has been adjudged as the most polluted 
capital city in the world? 
A) Beijing 
B) Kathmandu 
C) Dhaka 
D) New Delhi 
 
Q.48 Lou Ottens, the inventor of the audio cassette 
tape has passed away. He was from which country? 

A) Ireland 
B) Finland 
C) Netherlands 
D) Sweden 
 
Q.49 Sports Minister Shri Kiren Rijiju and the 
President of Inter Parliamentary Union, (IPU) held a 
meeting on March 16, to discuss various issues, 
especially in the field of Youth Affairs and Sports. 
Who is the President of IPU? 
A) Harry Dexter White 
B) Duarte Pacheco 
C) Heinrich von Stephan 
D) Tatiana Valovaya  
 
Q. 50 What is the deadline set by the RBI for all bank 
branches to implement the image-based Cheque 
Truncation System (CTS)? 
A) September 30, 2021 
B) March 31, 2021 
C) April 30, 2021 
D) August 31, 2021 
 
Q.51 Government has formed an experts advisory 
committee for the overall execution and monitoring of 
the Startup India Seed Fund Scheme. Who is the head 
of the committee? 

A) M.G.K Menon 
B) S. Ramachandran 
C) H K Mittal  
D) A.J. Kidwai 
 
Q.52 Cricket players Mohammad Naveed and Shaiman 
Anwar Butt have been banned from all cricket by ICC 
for 8 years for being involved in match fixing. They 
play for which country? 
A) Afghanistan 
B) Pakistan 
C) Bangladesh 
D) UAE 
 
Q.53 Moudud Ahmed, who has passed away recently, 
was the former Prime Minister of which country? 
A) Pakistan 
B) Bangladesh 
C) Afghanistan 
D) Israel 
 
Q. 54 The Indian Army has recently decommissioned 
M-46 Catapult Guns and Tampella Mortars, two of the 
longest serving artillery gun systems from service. The 

caliber of M-46 Catapult Guns and Tampella Mortars 
were_______and ________respectively. 

A) 190mm and 190mm 
B) 120mm and 150mm 
C) 100mm and 110mm 
D) 130mm and 160mm 
 
Q. 55 S Dhanalakshmi has won the women’s 100m 
sprint gold in the 2021 Federation Cup Senior National 
Athletics Championships in Patiala. She beat which 
player to win the title? 
A) Tintu Luka 
B) Hima Das 
C) Dutee Chand 
D) Manjeet Kaur 
 
Q.56 Former Union Minister and BJP leader Dilip 
Gandhi has passed away. He was 3 time Lok Sabha 
MP from which constituency? 

A) Ahmednagar 
B) Pipili 
C) Chandni Chowk 
D) Tirupati 
 
Q.57 Name the Principal Advisor to the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, who has resigned from the post 
recently? 

A) Rajiv Gauba 
B) Nripendra Misra 
C) Rajiv Mehrishi 
D) Pradeep Kumar Sinha 
 
Q.58 Which is the most polluted city in the world, 
according to the IQAir 2020 World Air Quality Report? 

A) New York 
B) New Delhi 
C) Xinjiang 
D) Dhaka 
 
Q.59 What amount has been allocated to the newly 
launched Startup India Seed Fund Scheme (SISFS)? 
A) Rs 1050 crore 
B) Rs 945 crore 
C) Rs 750 crore 
D) Rs 815 crore 
 
Q.60 What is the total validity period in years of the 
Startup India Seed Fund Scheme (SISFS)? 

A) 4 years 
B) 5 years 
C) 3 years 
D) 7 years 
 
Q.61 Which state has won the ‘Most Film Friendly 
State Award’ at the 67th National Film Awards for the 
year 2019? 
A) Assam 
B) Maharashtra 
C) Uttarakhand 
D) Sikkim 
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Q.62 Which day of the year is observed as the World 
Water Day? 

A) 20 March 
B) 22 March 
C) 21 March 
D) 23 March 
 
Q.63 Which cricket team has won the  Road Safety 
World Series 2020-21? 

A) Australia Legends 
B) Sri Lanka Legends 
C) India Legends 
D) Bangladesh Legends 
 
Q.64 The Gram Ujala Scheme has been launched by 
government to offer LED bulbs at Rs 10 in rural areas. 
The scheme will cover how many states in the first 
phase? 
A) 5 
B) 7 
C) 3 
D) 10 
 
Q.65 What is the rank of India in the ‘Global House 
Price Index Q4 2020’ released by Knight Frank for the 
last quarter of 2020 ending December 2020? 
A) 48 
B) 50 
C) 42 
D) 56 
 
Q.66 The World Meteorological Day is marked 
annually on which day? 
A) 22 March 
B) 23 March 
C) 21 March 
D) 20 March 
 
Q.67 Which film has won the best feature film award 
at the 67th National Film Awards for 2019? 

A) Marakkar: Lion of the Arabian Sea 
B) Manikarnika: The Queen of Jhansi 
C) Helen 
D) Jallikattu 
 
Q.68 Who has been felicitated with the Gandhi Peace 
Prize for the years 2020? 
A) A. T. Ariyaratne 
B) Sulabh International 
C) Yohei Sasakawa 
D) Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
 
Q.69 Lee Zii Jia (Malaysia) defeated which player to 
claim the All England Badminton Championships 
2021 Badminton title? 

A) Anders Antonsen 
B) Kento Momota 
C) Viktor Axelsen 
D) Chen Long 
 

Q.70 Which is the first state in India to adopt Ethanol 
Production Promotion Policy, 2021? 

A) Delhi 
B) Bihar 
C) Maharashtra 
D) Rajasthan 
 
Q.71 G V Ramakrishna, who has passed away recently 
was the former Chief of which organisation? 

A) SEBI 
B) RBI 
C) NABARD 
D) IRDAI 
 
Q.72 The Ministry of Sports has decided to extend the 
Khelo India scheme for a further period of 5 years, till 
2025-26. How much amount has been allocated to the 
scheme for the same period? 
A) Rs. 6650 crore 
B) Rs. 7550 crore 
C) Rs. 8750 crore 
D) Rs. 5850 crore 
 
Q.73 What is the theme of the World Water Day 2021? 
A) Water and Climate Change 
B) Leaving no one behind 
C) Ocean & Climate 
D) Valuing Water 
 
Q.74 The Indian Navy recently conducted the Passage 
Exercise (PASSEX) with which country in Persian Gulf 
under Operation Sankalp? 

A) Bahrain 
B) Iran 
C) Qatar 
D) United Arab Emirates 
 
Q.75 Who has been conferred with the Gandhi Peace 
Prize for the years 2019? 
A) Ekal Abhiyan Trust 
B) Qaboos bin Said Al Said  
C) Desmond Tutu 
D) Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan 
 
Q.76 Which country scored top rank in the Knight 
Frank’s ‘Global House Price Index Q4 2020’ for having 
maximum increase in the home prices? 
A) Russia 
B) New Zealand 
C) Australia 
D) Turkey 
 
Q.77 Which film has won the best non-feature film 
award at the 67th National Film Awards? 
A) The Shower 
B) An Engineered Dream 
C) Elephants Do Remember 
D) Khisa 
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Q.78 What was the profession of Sagar Sarhadi, who 
has passed away recently? 

A) Painter 
B) Journalist 
C) Filmmaker 
D) Tabla Maestro 
 
Q.79 Which player has won the All England 
Badminton Championships 2021 women’s single title 

A) Carolina Marin 
B) Pornpawee Chochuwong 
C) Akane Yamaguchi 
D) Nozomi Okuhara 
 
Q.80 Name the winner of best actress award at the 
National Film Awards for 2019? 
A) Kangana Ranaut  
B) Vidya Balan 
C) Raveena Tandon 
D) Rani Mukherjee 
 
Q.81 The Pilot Pey Jal Survekshan has been launched 
by the Government under the Jal Jeevan Mission- 
Urban, JJM-U, in how many cities? 
A) 21 
B) 9 
C) 16 
D) 10 
 
Q.82 Name the government instant messaging systems 
(GIMS) platform launched by the Centre on the lines 
of Whatsapp? 

A) Sandes 
B) Sampark 
C) Aadesh 
D) Khabri 
 
Q.83 Kiran Bedi has been removed as the Lieutenant-
Governor of Puducherry. Who has been given the 
additional charge of the post? 

A) Biswabhusan Harichandan 
B) Ganeshi Lal 
C) Tamilisai Soundararajan  
D) Bhagat Singh Koshyari 
 
Q.84 Flipkart has partnered with which insurance 
company to offer ‘Group SafeGuard’ insurance policy 
to its customers? 

A) Bajaj Allianz  
B) ICICI Lombard 
C) Edelweiss Tokio Life 
D) Bharti AXA  
 
Q.85 The sustainable electric two-wheeler,named 
‘PiMo’ has been developed by which institution? 

A) IIT Madras 
B) IIT Delhi 
C) IIT Kanpur 
D) IIT Kharagpur 
 

Q.86 Indian Sign Language (ISL) Dictionary 2021 is 
which edition of the dictionary released by the 
government? 
A) 1st 
B) 2nd 
C) 3rd 
D) 4th 
 
Q.87 Dharmendra Pradhan represented India at the 
11th IEA-IEF-OPEC Symposium on Energy Outlooks, 
held virtually. The symposium was held under the 
patronage of which country? 

A) Australia 
B) Israel 
C) United Kingdom 
D) Saudi Arabia 
View answer 
 
Q.88 How much amount of the PLI Scheme has been 
approved by the Government for telecom equipment 
and networking product manufacturing recently? 

A) Rs 12,000 crore 
B) Rs 12,195 crore 
C) Rs 12,250 crore 
D) Rs 12,325 crore 
 
Q.89 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has recently laid 
the foundation stone of Cauvery Basin Refinery in 
which state? 

A) Tamil Nadu 
B) Odisha 
C) Kerala 
D) Andhra Pradesh 
 
Q.90 The Indian navy has joined the “Iran-Russia 
Maritime Security Belt 2021”. The exercise has been 
organised in which region? 
A) Arctic Ocean 
B) Pacific Ocean 
C) South China Sea 
D) Indian Ocean 
 

Q.91 The World Development Report 2021: Data for 
Better Lives focuses on how data can be used to 
improve the life of poor. The report is released by 
which organisation? 

A) UNCTAD 
B) World Bank 
C) World Economic Forum (WEF) 
D) International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
 
Q.92 Name the winner of the Rathbones Folio prize 
2021 

A) Karla Cornejo Villavicencio 
B) Val Howlett 
C) Carmen Maria Machado  
D) Kristen Arnett 
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Q.93 Denis Sassou Nguesso has been re-appointed as 
the President of which country? 

A) Republic of the Congo  
B) Senegal 
C) Mozambique 
D) Côte d’Ivoire 
 
Q.94 The ‘Global Wind Report 2021, released by the 
Global Wind Energy Council (GWEC) states that 
93GW of new wind capacity were installed in 2020, 
making the year as the best in the history for wind 
industry. Where is the headquarter of GWEC located? 

A) Paris, France 
B) London, United Kingdom 
C) Vienna, Austria 
D) Brussels, Belgium 
 
Q.95 RBI has imposed restriction on the PMC bank to 
carry out banking operations till _______________ 

A) March 31 
B) June 30 
C) August 31 
D) September 30 
 
Q.96 Shaheen-1A is a nuclear-capable surface-to-
surface ballistic missile by which country? 
A) Afghanistan 
B) Iran 
C) Pakistan 
D) Israel 
 

Q.97 What is the official song track for the 2022 ICC 
Women’s World Cup? 

A) Sing for Women 
B) Ladies Miracle 
C) Hit Stand 
D) Girl Gang 
 
Q.98 Laxmipriya Mohapatra who has passed away 
recently was a maestro of which dance form? 

A) Odissi 
B) Kathak 
C) Bharatnatyam 
D) Kathakali 
 
Q.99 As per the Global Wind Report 2021,world needs 
to install minimum _______ GW of new wind energy 
every year to limit the global warming to well below 
2°C above pre-industrial levels. 
A) 280 GW 
B) 180 GW 
C) 380GW 
D) 80GW 
 
Q.100 Which country is the host nation for the 2022 
ICC Women’s World Cup? 

A) India 
B) South Africa 
C) New Zealand 
D) Australia 

ANSWER KEY 

  1-B 11- D 21- B 31-B 41-B 51-C 61-D 71-A 81-D 91-B 

2- D 12- B 22- C 32-A 42-A 52-D 62-B 72-C 82-A 92-C 

3- A 13-A 23- D 33-A 43-D 53-B 63-C 73-D 83-C 93-A 

4-C 14- D 24-A 34-D 44-C 54-D 64-A 74-A 84-B 94-D 

5- B 15- C 25-B 35-B 45-D 55-C 65-D 75-B 85-A 95-B 

6- A 16- A 26-D 36-C 46-A 56-A 66-B 76-D 86-C 96-C 

7- D 17- B 27-C 37-D 47-D 57-D 67-A 77-B 87-D 97-D 

8- C 18- C 28-B 38-B 48-C 58-C 68-D 78-C 88-B 98-A 

9- B 19-A 29-A 39-A 49-B 59-B 69-C 79-D 89-A 99-B 

10-A 20- D 30-C 40-C 50-A 60-A 70-B 80-A 90-D 100-C 
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LEGAL AFFAIRS 
 

#PRESIDENT’S RULE IMPOSED IN PUDUCHERRY 
 

President’s Rule has been imposed in the Union Territory of Puducherry, on the recommendation of the Lieutenant 

Governor, after the established government lost power during a vote of confidence. 

 The President was satisfied that a situation had arisen in which the administration of the Union Territory of 

Puducherry could not carry on in accordance with the provisions of the Government of Union Territories Act, 

1963 (20 of 1963). 

Administration of Union Territories: 
 

 Article 239 to 242 under Part VIII of the Indian Constitution deals with the administration of Union 

Territories. 

 Every union territory is administered by the President acting through an administrator appointed by him. 

 An administrator of a union territory is an agent of the President and not head of state like a governor. 

 The President can specify the designation of an administrator; it may be Lieutenant Governor or Chief 

Commissioner or Administrator. 

 The Union Territories of Puducherry (in 1963), Delhi (in 1992) and Jammu and Kashmir (in 2019) are 

provided with a legislative assembly and a council of ministers headed by a chief minister. 

 But, the establishment of such institutions in the union territories does not diminish the supreme control of 

the President and Parliament over them. 

 The Parliament can make laws on any subject of the three lists (including the State List) for the union 

territories. 

 

Provision in Case of Failure of Constitutional Machinery (as per the 1963 Act): 

 

 If the President, on receipt of a report from the Administrator of (the Union territory) or otherwise, is 

satisfied,― 

 that a situation has arisen in which the administration of the Union territory cannot be carried on in 

accordance with the provisions of this Act, or 

 that for the proper administration of the Union territory it is necessary or expedient so to do, 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/uts-j-k-and-ladakh
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 The President may, by order, suspend the operation of all or any of the provisions of this Act for such period as 

he thinks fit, and 

 Make such incidental and consequential provisions as may appear to him to be necessary or expedient for 

administering the Union territory in accordance with the provisions of Article 239. 

President’s Rule in a State: 
 

 President’s Rule implies the suspension of a state government and the imposition of direct rule of the 

Centre. 

 It is also known as ‘State Emergency’ or ‘Constitutional Emergency’. 

 

Constitutional Provisions: 
 

 The President’s Rule is imposed through the invocation of Article 356 of the Constitution by the President on 

the advice of the Union Council of Ministers. 

 Under Article 356, President’s Rule is imposed if the President, upon receipt of the report from the Governor of 

the State or otherwise, is satisfied that a situation has arisen in which the government of the State cannot be 

carried on in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution. 

 Parliamentary Approval and Duration: 

 Parliament within two months from the date of its issue. 

 The approval takes place through simple majority in either House, that is, a majority of the members of the 

House present and voting. 

 Initially valid for six months, the President’s Rule can be extended for a maximum period of three years with 

the approval of the Parliament, every six months. 

 

Consequences of President’s Rule: 
 

 The state governor, on behalf of the President, carries on the state administration with the help of the chief 

secretary of the state or the advisors appointed by the President. 

 The President can declare that the powers of the state legislature are to be exercised by the Parliament. 

 The President either suspends or dissolves the state legislative assembly. 

 Revocation:  A proclamation of President’s Rule may be revoked by the President at any time by a subsequent 

proclamation. Such a proclamation does not require parliamentary approval. 

 This happens, in case, the leader of a party produces letters of support from a majority of members of the 

Assembly, and stakes his claim to form a government. 

 

Recommendations/Judgments on President's Rule 
 

 The Administrative Reforms Commission (1968) recommended that the report of the governor regarding the 

President's rule has to be objective and also the governor should exercise his own judgment in this regard. 

 The Rajamannar Committee (1971) recommended the deletion of Articles 356 and 357 from the Constitution of 

India. The necessary provisions for safeguards against arbitrary action of the ruling party at the Centre under 

Article 356 should be incorporated in the Constitution. 

 The Sarkaria Commission (1988) recommended that Article 356 should be used in very rare cases when it 

becomes unavoidable to restore the breakdown of constitutional machinery in the State. 

 S.R. Bommai Judgment (1994): The Supreme Court enlisted the situations where the exercise of power under 

Article 356 could be proper. 

 One such situation is that of ‘Hung Assembly’, i.e. where after general elections to the assembly, no party 

secures a majority. 

 Justice V.Chelliah Commission (2002) recommended that Article 356 must be used sparingly and only as a 

remedy of the last resort after exhausting all actions under Articles 256, 257 and 355. 

 The Punchhi commission (2007) recommended that these Articles 355 & 356 be amended. It sought to protect 

the interests of the States by trying to curb their misuse by the Centre. 
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#CENTRE V. TWITTER CONTROVERSY 
 

Recently, the government of India reprimanded Twitter (micro-

blogging website) for not complying with its order to block more 

than a thousand accounts for alleged spread of provocative content 

and misinformation on the farmers’ protest. 

 

Current Issue: 
 

 The Centre has issued notice to the micro-blogging site after 

it restored more than 250 accounts that had been suspended 

earlier on the government’s ‘legal demand’. 

 The government wants the platform (Twitter) to comply with 

its earlier order of 31st January, 2021 by which it was asked to 

block accounts and a controversial hashtag that spoke of an 

impending ‘genocide’ of farmers for allegedly promoting misinformation about the protests, adversely 

affecting public order. 

 The micro-blogging site reinstated the accounts and tweets on its own and later refused to go back on the 

decision, contending that it found no violation of its policy. 

 

Law Related to Blocking of Internet Services/Content: 

 

 Information Technology Act, 2000: In India, the Information Technology (IT) Act, 2000, as amended from time 

to time, governs all activities related to the use of computer resources. 

 

 It covers all ‘intermediaries’ who play a role in the use of computer resources and electronic records. 

 

 The role of the intermediaries has been spelt out in separate rules framed for the purpose in 2011- The 

Information Technology (Intermediaries Guidelines) Rules, 2011. 

 

Section 69 of the IT Act: 
 

 It confers on the Central and State governments the power to issue directions “to intercept, monitor or 

decrypt any information generated, transmitted, received or stored in any computer resource”. 

 The grounds on which these powers may be exercised are: 

 In the interest of the sovereignty or integrity of India, defence of India, the security of the state. 

 Friendly relations with foreign states. Public order, or for preventing incitement to the commission of any 

cognizable offence relating to these. For investigating any offence. 

 Process of Blocking Internet Websites:Section 69A, for similar reasons and grounds (as stated 

above), enables the Centre to ask any agency of the government, or any intermediary, to block access to the 

public of any information generated, transmitted, received or stored or hosted on any computer resource. 

 Any such request for blocking access must be based on reasons given in writing. 

 

 

Intermediaries as per the IT Act 2000: 
 

 Intermediary is defined in Section 2(1) (w) of the IT Act 2000. 

 The term ‘intermediaries’ includes providers of telecom service, network service, Internet service and web 

hosting, besides search engines, online payment and auction sites, online marketplaces and cyber cafes. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/farmer-s-protest
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/draft-it-rules-issued-by-government
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 It includes any person who, on behalf of another, “receives, stores or transmits” any electronic record. Social 

media platforms would fall under this definition. 

 

Obligations of Intermediaries under the Law: 

 

 Intermediaries are required to preserve and retain specified information in a manner and format prescribed 

by the Centre for a specified duration. 

 Contravention of this provision may attract a prison term that may go up to three years, besides a fine. 

 When a direction is given for monitoring, the intermediary and any person in charge of a computer resource 

should extend technical assistance in the form of giving access or securing access to the resource involved. 

 Failure to extend such assistance may entail a prison term of up to seven years, besides a fine. 

 Failure to comply with a direction to block access to the public on a government’s written request 

also attracts a prison term of up to seven years, besides a fine. 

 

Liability of Intermediaries: 

 

 Section 79 of the IT Act 2000 makes it clear that “an intermediary shall not be liable for any third-party 

information, data, or communication link made available or hosted by him”. 

 

 Third party information means any information dealt with by a network service provider in his capacity as 

an intermediary. 

 

 This protects intermediaries such as Internet and data service providers and those hosting websites from 

being made liable for content that users may post or generate. 

 

 Sections 79 also introduced the concept of “notice and take down” provision. 

 

 It provides that an intermediary would lose its immunity if upon receiving actual knowledge or on being 

notified that any information, data or communication link residing in or connected to a computer resource 

controlled by it is being used to commit an unlawful act and it fails to expeditiously remove or disable 

access to that material. 

 

Supreme Court’s Stand Related to Intermediaries in IT Act 2000: 
 

 In Shreya Singhal vs Union of India (2015), the Supreme Court read down the provision to mean that 

the intermediaries ought to act only upon receiving actual knowledge that a court order has been 

passed, asking [them] to expeditiously remove or disable access to certain material. 

 Reason for Intermediaries to Show Compliance to IT Act: 

 International Requirement:Most nations have framed laws mandating cooperation by Internet service 

providers or web hosting service providers and other intermediaries to cooperate with law and order 

authorities in certain circumstances. 

 To Fight Cybercrime: Cooperation between technology services companies and law enforcement agencies is 

now deemed a vital part of fighting cybercrime and various other crimes that are committed using computer 

resources. 

 To Prevent Misuse of Internet: The potential of the misuse has led to law enforcement officials constantly 

seeking to curb the ill-effects of using the medium. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/supreme-court-of-india
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#NEW SOCIAL MEDIA CODES 2021 
 

 Citing instructions from the Supreme Court 

(Prajjawala case) and the concerns raised in Parliament 

about social media abuse, the government has released 

guidelines that aim to regulate social media, digital news 

media, and over-the-top (OTT) content providers. 

 The government had been working on these guidelines 

for over three years but the big push came from the 

recent Twitter controversy. 

 

Key features of guidelines 
 

 Ensuring Online Safety and Dignity of Users, Specially Women Users: Intermediaries shall remove or 

disable access within 24 hours of receipt of complaints of contents related to nudity including morphed 

images etc.   

 Such a complaint can be filed either by the individual or by any other person on his/her behalf. 

 Grievance Redressal Mechanism:Social media intermediaries have to appoint grievance officer, who shall 

register complaints in 24 hours and resolve it within 15 days of receipt. The grievance redressal official must 

be resident in India. 

 Two Categories of Social Media Intermediaries: To encourage innovations and enable growth of new 

social media intermediaries without subjecting smaller platforms to significant compliance requirement, the 

Rules make a distinction between social media intermediaries and significant social media intermediaries.  

 This distinction is based on the number of users on the social media platform (which will be notified by 

Government). 

 The Rules require the significant social media intermediaries to follow certain additional due diligence. 

 Additional Due Diligence to be followed by Significant Social Media Intermediary Significant Social 

media Intermediaries will now be required to appoint a chief compliance officer resident in India, who will 

be responsible for ensuring compliance with the rules.  

 They will be required also to appoint a nodal contact person for 24×7 coordination with law enforcement 

agencies. 

 Further, the platforms will need to publish a monthly compliance report mentioning the details of complaints 

received and action taken on the complaints, as well as details of contents removed proactively by the 

significant social media intermediary. 

 Significant social media intermediary shall have a physical contact address in India published on its website 

or mobile app or both. 

 In case, due diligence is not followed by the intermediary, safe harbour provisions (section 79 of IT Act, 2000) 

will not apply to them. 

 Traceability: Significant social media platforms will be required to disclose the first originator of the 

mischievous content as may be required by an court order or an order passed under Section 69 of the IT Act 

by the Competent Authority. 

 The order would only be passed for the purposes of prevention, detection, investigation, prosecution or 

punishment of an offence related to the sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of the State, friendly 

relations with foreign States, or public order, or of incitement to an offence relating in relation with rape, 

sexually explicit material or child sexual abuse material punishable with imprisonment for a term of not less 

than five years. 

 Intermediary shall not be required to disclose the contents of any message or any other information to the 

first originator. 
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Removal of Unlawful Information: 
 

 The rules lay down 10 categories of content that the social media platform should not host. These include 

content that  

 

 threatens the unity, integrity, defence, security or sovereignty of India, friendly relations with foreign 

States, or public order, or 

 causes incitement to the commission of any cognizable offence or prevents investigation of any offence or 

is insulting any foreign States”; 

 is defamatory, obscene, pornographic, paedophilic, invasive of another’s privacy, including bodily 

privacy;  

 insulting or harassing on the basis of gender;  

 libellous, racially or ethnically objectionable;  

 relating or encouraging money laundering or gambling, or  

 otherwise inconsistent with or contrary to the laws of India. 

 

 The rules stipulate that upon receipt of information about the platform hosting prohibited content from a court or 

the appropriate government agency, it should remove the said content within 36 hours 

 Voluntary User Verification Mechanism: Users who wish to verify their accounts voluntarily shall be provided 

an appropriate mechanism to verify their accounts and provided with demonstrable and visible mark of 

verification.  

 Giving Users an Opportunity to Be Heard: In cases where significant social media intermediaries removesor 

disables access to any information on their own accord, then a prior intimation for the same shall be 

communicated to the user.  

 Users must be provided an adequate and reasonable opportunity to dispute the action taken by the 

intermediary.  

 

Rules for OTT services 
 

 Brought under ambit of IT Act, 2000: Issues relating to digital media and OTT and other creative programmes 

on Internet shall be administered by the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting but the overall architecture 

shall be under the Information Technology Act, which governs digital platforms. 

 Code of Ethics for online news, OTT platforms and digital media: This Code of Ethics prescribe the guidelines 

to be followed by OTT platforms and online news and digital media entities.  

 Self-Classification of Content: The OTT platforms, called as the publishers of online curated content in the 

rules, would self-classify the content into five age based categories- U (Universal), U/A 7+, U/A 13+, U/A 16+, 

and A (Adult).  

 Platforms would be required to implement parental locks for content classified as U/A 13+ or higher, 

and reliable age verification mechanisms for content classified as “A”. 

 Level Playing Field between Digital & Offline Media: Publishers of news on digital media would be required 

to observe Norms of Journalistic Conduct of the Press Council of India and the Programme Code under the Cable 

Television Networks Regulation Act thereby providing a level playing field between the offline (Print, TV) and 

digital media.  

 A three-level grievance redressal mechanism has been established under the rules with different levels of self-

regulation. 

 

 Level-I: Self-regulation by the publishers; 

 Level-II: Self-regulation by the self-regulating bodies of the publishers; 

 Level-III: Oversight mechanism: Ministry of Information and Broadcasting shall formulate an oversight 

mechanism. It shall publish a charter for self-regulating bodies, including Codes of Practices. It shall 

establish an Inter-Departmental Committee for hearing grievances 
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#SUPREME COURT ON LAW OF SEDITION 
 

Recently, the Supreme Court protected a political leader and 

six senior journalists from arrest in multiple sedition FIRs 

registered against them. 

 

Historical Background of Sedition Law: 
 

 Sedition laws were enacted in 17th century 

England when lawmakers believed that only good 

opinions of the government should survive, as bad 

opinions were detrimental to the government and 

monarchy. 

 The law was originally drafted in 1837 by Thomas 

Macaulay, the British historian-politician, but 

was inexplicably omitted when the Indian Penal Code (IPC) was enacted in 1860. 

 Section 124A was inserted in 1870 by an amendment introduced by Sir James Stephen when it felt the need 

for a specific section to deal with the offence. 

 It was one of the many draconian laws enacted to stifle any voices of dissent at that time. 

 Sedition Law Today: Sedition is a crime under Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code (IPC). 

 

Section 124A IPC: 
 

 It defines sedition as an offence committed when "any person by words, either spoken or written, or by 

signs, or by visible representation, or otherwise, brings or attempts to bring into hatred or contempt, or 

excites or attempts to excite disaffection towards the government established by law in India". 

 Disaffection includes disloyalty and all feelings of enmity. However, comments without exciting or 

attempting to excite hatred, contempt or disaffection, will not constitute an offence under this section. 

 

Punishment for the Offence of Sedition: 
 

 Sedition is a non-bailable offence. Punishment under the Section 124A ranges from imprisonment up to 

three years to a life term, to which fine may be added. 

 A person charged under this law is barred from a government job. 

 They have to live without their passport and must produce themselves in the court at all times as and when 

required. 

 

Major Supreme Court Decisions on Sedition Law: 
 

 The SC highlighted debates over sedition in 1950 in its decisions in Brij Bhushan vs the State of 

Delhi and RomeshThappar vs the State of Madras. 

 In these cases, the court held that a law which restricted speech on the ground that it would disturb public 

order was unconstitutional. 

 It also held that disturbing the public order will mean nothing less than endangering the foundations of the 

State or threatening its overthrow. 

 Thus, these decisions prompted the First Constitution Amendment, where Article 19 (2) was rewritten to 

replace “undermining the security of the State” with “in the interest of public order”.  

 In 1962, the SC decided on the constitutionality of Section 124A in Kedar Nath Singh vs State of Bihar. 

 It upheld the constitutionality of sedition, but limited its application to “acts involving intention or tendency 

to create disorder, or disturbance of law and order, or incitement to violence”. 

 It distinguished these from “very strong speech” or the use of “vigorous words” strongly critical of the 

government. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/supreme-court-of-india
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 In 1995, the SC, in Balwant Singh vs State of Punjab, held that mere sloganeering which evoked no public 

response did not amount to sedition. 

 

Arguments in Support of Section 124A: 

 

 Section 124A of the IPC has its utility in combating anti-national, secessionist and terrorist elements. 

 

 It protects the elected government from attempts to overthrow the government with violence and illegal 

means. The continued existence of the government established by law is an essential condition of 

the stability of the State. 

 

 If contempt of court invites penal action, contempt of government should also attract punishment. 

 

 Many districts in different states face a maoist insurgency and rebel groups virtually run a parallel 

administration. These groups openly advocate the overthrow of the state government by revolution. 

 

 Against this backdrop, the abolition of Section 124A would be ill-advised merely because it has been 

wrongly invoked in some highly publicized cases. 

 

Arguments against Section 124A: 
 

 Section 124A is a relic of colonial legacy and unsuited in a democracy. It is a constraint on the legitimate 

exercise of constitutionally guaranteed freedom of speech and expression. 

 Dissent and criticism of the government are essential ingredients of robust public debate in a vibrant 

democracy. They should not be constructed as sedition. 

 Right to question, criticize and change rulers is very fundamental to the idea of democracy. 

 The British, who introduced sedition to oppress Indians, have themselves abolished the law in their country. 

There is no reason why India should not abolish this section. 

 The terms used under Section 124A like 'disaffection' are vague and subject to different interpretations to the 

whims and fancies of the investigating officers. 

 IPC and Unlawful Activities Prevention Act 2019 have provisions that penalize "disrupting the public order" 

or "overthrowing the government with violence and illegal means". These are sufficient for protecting national 

integrity. There is no need for Section 124A. 

 The sedition law is being misused as a tool to persecute political dissent. A wide and concentrated executive 

discretion is inbuilt into it which permits the blatant abuse. 

 In 1979, India ratified the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), which sets forth 

internationally recognized standards for the protection of freedom of expression. However, misuse of sedition 

and arbitrary slapping of charges are inconsistent with India's international commitments. 

 

Conclusion 

 

 India is the largest democracy of the world and the right to free speech and expression is an essential 

ingredient of democracy. The expression or thought that is not in consonance with the policy of the 

government of the day should not be considered as sedition. 

 Section 124A should not be misused as a tool to curb free speech. The SC caveat, given in Kedar Nath case, 

on prosecution under the law can check its misuse. It needs to be examined under the changed facts and 

circumstances and also on the anvil of ever-evolving tests of necessity, proportionality and arbitrariness. 

 The higher judiciary should use its supervisory powers to sensitize the magistracy and police to the 

constitutional provisions protecting free speech. 

 The definition of sedition should be narrowed down, to include only the issues pertaining to the territorial 

integrity of India as well as the sovereignty of the country. 
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#AMENDMENTS IN JUVENILE JUSTICE ACT, 2015 
 

Union Cabinet ushered in some major amendments to the Juvenile Justice 

(Care and Protection of Children) Act 2015 in a bid to bring in clarity and 

also entrust more responsibilities on bureaucrats when it comes to 

implementing provisions of the law. 

 

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children Act) 2015 

 

 Updated Legislation: It was introduced and passed in Parliament in 

2015 to replace the Juvenile Delinquency Law and the Juvenile Justice 

(Care and Protection of Children Act) 2000.  

 Change in nomenclature: The Act changes the nomenclature from 

Juvenile to child or ‘child in conflict with law’. Also, it removes the negative connotation associated with the 

word “juvenile”. 

 Special Provisions for Age 16-18 years: One of the main provisions of the new Act was that juveniles charged 

with heinous crimes and who are between the ages of 16-18 years would be tried as adults and processed 

through the adult justice system.  

 This provision received an impetus after the 2012 Delhi gangrape in which one of the accused was just short of 18 

years, and was therefore tried as a juvenile. 

 Juvenile Justice Board: The nature of the crime, and whether the juvenile should be tried as a minor or a child, 

was to be determined by a Juvenile Justice Board (set up in every district).Also Child Welfare Committees must 

be set up in every district. Both must have at least one woman member each. 

 Adoption Related Clauses: Another major provision was that the Act streamlined adoption procedures for 

orphans, abandoned and surrendered children and the existing Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) 

has been given the status of a statutory body to enable it to perform its function more effectively. 

 Inclusion of New Offences: The Act included several new offences committed against children (like, illegal 

adoptions, use of child by militant groups, offences against disabled children, etc)  which are not adequately 

covered under any other law. 

 

Amendments passed by the Union Cabinet 
 

 The inclusion of serious crimes apart from heinous crimes: It has included for the first time the category of 

“serious crimes” differentiating it from heinous crimes, while retaining heinous crimes. Both heinous and serious 

crimes have also been clarified for the first time, removing any ambiguity. 

 What this means is that for a juvenile to be tried for a heinous crime as an adult, the punishment of the crime 

should not only have a maximum sentence of seven years or more, but also a minimum sentence of seven years. 

 This provision has been made to ensure that children, as much as possible, are protected and kept out of the 

adult justice system.  

 Heinous crimes with a minimum imprisonment of seven years pertain mostly to sexual offences and violent 

sexual crimes. Crime like the possession and sale of an illegal substance, such as drugs or alcohol, will now fall 

under the ambit of a “serious crime’’. 

 

Expanding the purview of district and additional district magistrates 
 

 The NCPCR report of 2019-19 had found that not a single Child Care Institution in the country was found to be 

100 per cent compliant to the provisions of the JJ Act. 

 DM and ADMs will monitor the functioning of various agencies under the JJ Act in every district. This 

includes the Child Welfare Committees, the Juvenile Justice Boards, the District Child Protection Units and the 

Special juvenile Protection Units. 
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 Amendment says that no new children’s home can be opened without the sanction of the DM. They are also 

responsible now for ensuring that CCIs falling in their district are following all norms and procedures (earlier 

the process was relaxed and lacked effective oversight). 

 The DM will also carry out background checks of Child Welfare Committee members, who are usually social 

welfare activists, including educational qualifications, as there is no such provision currently to check if a person 

has a case of girl child abuse against him. 

 To hasten the process of adoption and ensure the swift rehabilitation of children into homes and foster homes, 

the amendment further provides that the DM will also now be in charge of sanctioning adoptions, removing the 

lengthy court process. 

 

SAME SEX MARRIAGE (SMA & FMA) 
 

The Delhi High Court was hearing three separate petitions by same-sex couples seeking to declare that the Special 

Marriage Act (SMA) and Foreign Marriage Act (FMA) ought to apply to all couples regardless of their gender 

identity and sexual orientation. 

 

Opposition by Centre/ Stance by Government with regard to petition in HC 

 

 Not compatible with Indian Family 

Concept: Living together as partners and having 

sexual relationship by same-sex individuals is 

not comparable with the Indian family unit 

concept of a husband, a wife and children. 

 Not Codified: Marriage between two individuals 

of the same gender is “neither recognised nor 

accepted in any uncodified personal law or any 

codified statutory law”. 

 Issue with Personal Laws: Any interference with 

the existing marriage laws would cause complete 

havoc with the delicate balance of personal laws 

in the country. 

 

 It may lead to further anomalies with laws 

governing marriages of persons belonging to the 

Christian or Muslim faith. 

 Registration of marriage of same-sex persons 

also results in violation of existing personal as 

well as codified law provisions — such as 

‘degrees of prohibited relationship’; ‘conditions 

of marriage’; ‘ceremonial and ritual 

requirements’ under the personal laws 

governing the individuals. 

 No Fundamental Right to same-sex marriage: 

Supreme Court judgment in the Navtej Singh 

Johar case “does not extend the right to privacy 

to include a fundamental right in the nature of a 

right to marry by two individuals of same 

gender”.  

 Legislative Challenges: Any other interpretation 

except treating ‘husband’ as a biological man and 

The Special Marriage Act, 1954 is an Act of 

the Parliament of India with provision for civil 

marriage (or "registered marriage") for people 

of India and all Indian nationals in foreign 

countries, irrespective of the religion or faith 

followed by either party. The Act originated 

from a piece of legislation proposed during the 

late 19th century. Marriages solemnized under 

Special Marriage Act are not governed 

by personal laws. Henry Sumner Maine first 

introduced Act III of 1872, which would permit 

any dissenters to marry whomever they chose 

under a new civil marriage law. In the final 

wording, the law sought to legitimize marriages 

for those willing to renounce their profession of 

faith altogether ("I do not profess the Hindu, 

Christian, Jewish, etc. religion"). It can apply 

in inter-caste and inter-religion  marriages.The 

Bill faced opposition from local governments 

and administrators, who believed that it would 

encourage marriages based on lust, which 

would inevitably lead to immorality. The Special 

Marriage Act, 1954 replaced the old Act III, 

1872.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Act_of_Parliament
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‘wife’ as a biological woman will make all statutory provisions unworkable. In a same sex marriage, it is neither 

possible nor feasible to term one as ‘husband’ and the other as ‘wife’ in the context of legislative scheme of 

various statute 

 Domain of Legislature: The considerations of “societal morality” are relevant in considering the validity of a 

law and it is for the Legislature to enforce such societal morality and public acceptance based upon Indian ethos. 

 

#AUSTRALIAN GOVT. V. FACEBOOK 
 

 Australian PM Morrison has launched a global diplomatic 

offensive to drum up support for Australia’s proposed law (News 

Media and Digital Platforms Mandatory Bargaining Code Bill 

2020).  

 The bill mandates a bargaining code that aims to force Google and 

Facebook to compensate media companies for using their content.  

 Australian PM has reached out to Indian and Canadian PM to 

discuss on such type of regulations. 

 

Voluntary Mechanism was not the solution 

 

 Back in 2017, the Australian Competition and Consumer 

Commission (ACCC) recommended a voluntary code with an aim to address the negotiating skew between 

major digital platforms and media businesses. 

 Based on these recommendations, the Australian government in 2019 asked various stakeholders and the ACCC 

to develop this voluntary code. 

 The ACCC, however, pointed out in April 2020 that the businesses were not likely to reach an agreement 

voluntarily. This paved way for drafting a mandatory code. 

 The provision of mandatory code requiring Google & FB to enter into payment negotiations with media 

companies — with an arbiter mandated to adjudicate if no agreement is reached — or face heavy fines, has met 

with resistance.  

 The arbiter is deemed important mainly for smaller publishers who may face a negotiation skew with the 

platforms. 

 European authorities have specifically linked payments to copyright, without putting a forcing device into the 

agreements.  

 Australia’s code, on the other hand, is almost entirely focused on the bargaining power of news outlets vis-à-vis 

the tech majors, and has some coercive features as well. 

 

What is the core issue between Tech Giants and Regulators? 

 

 While links to news may not be direct advertising money-spinners for Facebook or Google, both see the 

presence of news as an important aspect of audience engagement with their products. 

 Google and Facebook are two of the largest and most profitable companies in history – and each holds far 

more bargaining power than any news publisher. The news media bargaining code sets out to undo this 

imbalance. 

 The fight in Australia is in fact, centred on how much control these companies would be able to retain on their 

payout process — operational aspects such as deciding the quantum of payments for news feed sources, and 

having to reveal changes in their algorithm. 

 

Response by Tech Giants 

 

 Threatens: In January 2021 when bill was being introduced, Google threatened to remove its search engine from 

Australia, and Facebook warned it could block Australian users from posting or sharing news links. 
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 Arguments of Google & FB: They say that the media industry was already benefiting from traffic routed to them 

by the digital platforms, and that the proposed rules would expose the Internet companies to “unmanageable 

levels of financial and operational risk”. 

 Conciliatory position of Google: Google has backtracked and has moved ahead to sign a deal with one of the 

News Corporation. 

 Retaliation by FB: However, Facebook— which has 17 million users in Australia — retaliated with a news 

blackout, blocking all news links on its platform. 

 Consequences of FB’s actions: In the process, FB also ended up silencing some emergency services, and 

reportedly removed posts from Australia’s Bureau of Meteorology, state health departments, fire and rescue 

services, charities, and emergency and crisis services. 

 

The Debate in India 

 

 According to a FICCI-EY report for 2020, there are 300 million users of online news sites, portals and aggregators 

in the country — making up approximately 46% of Internet users and 77% of smartphone users in India at the 

end of 2019. 

 With 282 million unique visitors, India is the second largest online news consuming nation after China. In India, 

digital advertising spends in 2019 grew 24% year-on-year to Rs 27,900 crore and are expected to grow to Rs 

51,340 crore by 2022. 

 A substantial discussion on the impact of intermediary platforms on the health of news media outlets is yet to 

begin in any meaningful way. 

 

#ARBITRATION & CONCILIATION (AMENDMENT BILL) 2021 
 

The Lok Sabha has passed the Arbitration and Conciliation (Amendment) Bill, 2021 to check misuse by “fly-by-

night operators” who take advantage of the law to get favourable awards by fraud. 

 The Bill intends to replace the Arbitration and Conciliation (Amendment) ordinance  issued in November, 

2020. 

 

Features of the Bill: 

 

 Qualifications of Arbitrators: It does away with the qualifications of the arbitrators under 8th Schedule of the 

Arbitration and Conciliation Act, 1996 which specified that the arbitrator must be:  

 

 An advocate under the Advocates Act, 1961 with 10 years of experience, or an officer of the Indian Legal 

Service. The qualifications for accreditation of arbitrators are proposed to be prescribed by regulations to be 

framed by an arbitration council to be set up. 

 

 Unconditional Stay on Awards: If the Award is being given on the basis of a fraudulent agreement or 

corruption, then the court can grant an unconditional stay as long as an appeal under Section 34 of the 

arbitration law is pending. 

 

Benefits of the Amendment 
 

 Would bring about parity among all the stakeholders in the arbitration process. 

 All the stakeholders get an opportunity to seek unconditional stay on enforcement of arbitral awards where the 

agreement or contract is “induced by fraud or corruption”. 

 Checking misuse of the provisions under Arbitration and Conciliation Act, 1996 would save the taxpayers’ 

money by holding those accountable who siphoned off of them unlawfully. 

 

 



SM PRAVAHINI MONTHLY COMPENDIUM WWW.SUCCESSMANTRA.IN 2021 

 

Drawbacks in the bill 
 

 India already lags behind when it comes to the enforcement of international contracts and agreements. The Bill 

can further hamper the spirit of Make in India campaign and deteriorate rankings in Ease of Doing Business 

Index. 

 India aims to become a hub of domestic and international arbitration. Through the implementation of these 

legislative changes, resolution of commercial disputes could take longer duration now onwards. 

 

Arbitration Council of India 
 

 Constitutional Background: The Constitution of India, Article 51, India is obliged to endeavour to: 

 Foster respect for international law and treaty obligations in the dealings of organised peoples with one 

country. 

 Encourage settlement of international disputes by arbitration. ACI is a step in realisation of this constitutional 

obligation. 

 Objective: The Arbitration and Conciliation (Amendment) Act, 2019 seeks to establish an independent 

body called the Arbitration Council of India (ACI) for the promotion of arbitration, mediation, conciliation 

and other alternative dispute redressal mechanisms. 

 Arbitration: It is a process in which disputes resolve between the parties by appointing an independent third 

party who is an impartial and neutral person called arbitrator. Arbitrators hear both the parties before arriving 

at a solution to their dispute. 

 Conciliation: It is a process in which disputes resolve between the parties by appointing a conciliator who 

helps (amicable) the disputed parties to arrive at a negotiated settlement. Settling the dispute without litigation, 

it is an informal process. He does so by lowering tensions, improving communication, interpreting issues, 

providing technical help. 

 

Composition of the ACI: 
 

 The ACI will consist of a Chairperson who is either: 

 A Judge of the Supreme Court; or 

 A Judge of a High Court; or 

 Chief Justice of a High Court; or 

 An eminent person with expert knowledge in conduct of arbitration. 

 Other members will include an eminent arbitration practitioner, an academician with experience in arbitration, 

and government appointees. 

 Appointment of Arbitrators: Under the Act, the Supreme Court and High Courts may designate arbitral 

institutions, which parties can approach for the appointment of arbitrators. 

 For international commercial arbitration, appointments will be made by the institution designated by the 

Supreme Court. 

 For domestic arbitration, appointments will be made by the institution designatedby the concerned High 

Court. 

 In case there are no arbitral institutions available, the Chief Justice of the concerned High Court may maintain 

a panel of arbitrators to perform the functions of the arbitral institutions. 

 An application for appointment of an arbitrator is required to be disposed of within 30 days. 
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#FUTURE GROUP AND AMAZON DISPUTE 
 

The Future Group has challenged the Delhi high court order that banned the sale of its assets to Reliance Industries 

Ltd (RIL). The Delhi HC had banned the sale on objections retail giant Amazon. 

 

Background of the issue 

 

 The high court put a hold on Future Group’s the ₹24,713-crore 

retail deal with the Mukesh Ambani led Reliance Industries 

 The court has ordered the Future Retail Ltd to maintain the 

status quo on the assets till the reverse order is pronounced. 

 Competition Commission of India (CCI) had approved the 

Future-Reliance deal in November 2020. The Securities 

Exchange Board of India also gave its conditional nodto the deal 

in January 2021. 

 

Why amazon filed the petition? 

 

 The global retail giant Amazon had filed the petition recently in the Delhi HC. Amazon thorough the 

petition was seeking the detention of Future Group founders including the promoter Kishore Biyani. 

 It has also asked for the seizure of their assets alleging that it was violating the tribunal order.  

 Amazon maintains that the Future Group’s deal with Reliance Industries violates its investment agreement 

with Kishore Biyani’s firm. The agreement had barred the company from selling its assets to any specified 

entities including the reliance. 

 

What does the court say? 

 

 The Singapore tribunal passed an interim order and favoured the Amazon in October 2020. The court order 

barred the Future Retail from taking any steps to sell or encumber its assets.  

 The Delhi HC also said, the Singapore tribunal order of asking the Future Retail to not proceed with the deal is 

enforceable in India. 

 

Delhi HC on the Issue 

 

 A single member bench of the Delhi high court had rejected Future Group’s plea in December 2021 that asked to 

restrain the Amazon from writing to regulatory authorities about the Singapore International Arbitration 

Centre (SIAC) arbitral order. 

 

Singapore International Arbitration Centre (SIAC) 

 

 It is a not-for-profit international arbitration organisation which is based in Singapore. The organisation 

administers the arbitrations under its own rules of arbitration.   

 The organisation was established on July 1, 1991. It is located at Maxwell Chambers. SIAC arbitration awards is 

enforceable in China, Australia, India, Hong Kong SAR, UK, Thailand, Indonesia, Jordan, USA and Vietnam. 
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#US LAWSUIT ON FOX NEWS 
 

Smartmatic, which makes voting machines, has filed a $2.7 billion defamation lawsuit against American media 

powerhouse Fox News for false election claims they had made. 

 

What is the case about? 

 

 In a 258-page lawsuit, the company claimed that the Fox news 

media invented a story that the election was stolen from Trump 

and made disparaging statements against Smartmatic, alleging 

that its machines and software platforms hacked to allow 

Democrats to seize the election.  

 In one show, Smartmatic was represented by Fox News as a 

“Venezuela company under the control of corrupt dictators from 

socialist countries.” 

 Although these claims did not change the result of the election, Smartmatic claimed that the news media 

organisation and its hosts profited in ratings and advertisements from spreading this narrative. 

 On the other hand, the company suffered a loss of reputation and also received hate mails and death threats 

from those who believed in these claims. 

 Fox News moved the court seeking to dismiss the lawsuit claiming it is an attempt to chill First 

Amendment Rights under the Constitution (express recognition of freedom of press). 

 

Significance of the case 

 

 Fight against fake News: The lawsuit claiming such huge damages is being seen as a test case for fighting 

disinformation. 

 Corrective actions of Fox News causes doubt: Even before the lawsuit has had a hearing, Fox News’ 

cancellation of the show in which the host is a defendant in case, is seen as a course-correction measure.  

 Previous measures yielded little results: Advertising boycotts, and mass campaigns against fake news have 

had little impact over the years. 

 Freedom of Press Vs Defamation Law: With the First Amendment protections, defamation law is rather 

unsympathetic to the plaintiff (person filing case), especially public figures and those holding public offices. 

However, it is significant that the lawsuit has been brought about by a private party, which relatively has a 

higher degree of protection than public figures to protect its rights. 

 Judicial Precedence in Defamation Law:  In the US, the landmark 1964 case New York Times Co. v. Sullivan 

redefined libel(defamation) law in favour of media. The case set the standard that to win a libel suit in matters 

involving public concerns, it is not enough to simply prove that a false statement of fact was made but they 

would be required to prove either malice -a deliberate attempt to harm the plaintiff or a “reckless disregard” for 

facts. So Smartmatic Company has tough battle to fight. 

 Judgement Global Precedence: Although the express recognition of freedom of press in the First Amendment to 

the US Constitution places the American media in a unique position, the case is expected to have seminal 

consequence for balancing press freedoms and penalising disinformation across the globe. 

 

Other points to Know 

 

 India’s Constitution, unlike in the US, does not distinguish the press in guaranteeing free speech.  

 Article 19(1) (a), which recognises freedom of speech and expression, is for every citizen. The press doesn’t 

qualify as a separate category for rights, but the collective right to free speech includes every individual 

journalist. 
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 Compared to the US law, India’s civil defamation law is in favour of the plaintiff. The plaintiff would just 

need to prove that the statement made against him results in lowering his or her reputation and proof of Intent 

to defame is not required. 

 
 
 

REVIEWING RESERVATIONS (INDRA SAWHNEY CASE) 
 

Supreme Court asked states whether they were in favour of extending caste-based reservation beyond the 50 per 

cent ceiling set by it in Indra Sawhney case (nine-judge bench) of 1992. 
 

Background of the issue 
 

 The apex court framed this as one among the several questions 

to be decided while considering the constitutional validity of 

a 2018 Maharashtra law  

 

 2018 Maharashtra law gave 16% reservation to the Maratha 

community in jobs and admissions by terming them socially 

and educationally backward class in the state.  

 

 This law got past the scrutiny of the Bombay High Court in 

June 2019 but the quantum of reservation stood reduced to 12 

per cent in admissions and 13 per cent in jobs. 

 

 With the introduction of this Act, the reservation benefits in the state exceeded 50 per cent. In addition to 

Maharashtra, there are three other states – Tamil Nadu, Haryana and Chhattisgarh – which have passed similar 

laws exceeding the 50 per cent reservation mark and are under challenge in the Supreme Court.  
 

Presently, Constitution Bench will decide on the following broad issues 
 

 Relook into Reservation limits: Whether the Indira Sawhney case judgement of 1992 requires a relook by 

larger bench in the light of subsequent Constitutional amendments, judgements and changed social dynamics of 

the society. 

 

 Marata Quota Law: The SC will have to decide whether the Marata Quota law is covered by the exemption of 

“exceptional circumstances” by which reservations can cross the 50% mark. 

 

 Federalism and Power of States: The SC will have to also examine whether 102nd Constitutional Amendment 

Act deprives a state legislature of its power to enact a legislation to identify socially and economically backward 

classes within the state to confer quota benefits to them. 

 

 Article 342A: The article 342A (power of the President to notify a particular caste as Socially and Educationally 

Backward Class (SEBC). The SC will look into whether the Article 342A abrogates a State’s power to legislate for 

or classify “any backward classes of citizens” and thereby, affects the federal policy/structure. 

 

Background for Indra Sawhney Case 
 

 Mandal Commission: The Second Backward Classes Commission, famously known as the Mandal 

Commission, was set up in 1979 to determine the criteria for defining socially and educationally 

backward classes.  
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 OBC Reservation: The Mandal report identified 52 percent of the population at that time as ‘Socially 

and Economically Backward Classes’ (SEBCs) and recommended 27 per cent reservation for SEBCs in 

addition to the previously existing 22.5 per cent reservation for SC/STs. 

 

 Challenged in Court: The then V P Singh led-Central government wanted to implement the Mandal 

Commission report in 1990, but it was challenged in the Supreme Court. The verdict in the Indira 

Sawhney case, which came up before a nine-judge bench, was delivered in 1992.  
 

 Celling on Reservation with exceptions: The pronouncement in the Indra Sawhney v Union of India 

fixed a cap of 50 percent reservation. The Court had, however, said that the cap can be breached under 

exceptional circumstances. 
 

 IR Coelho Case: In this case, SC delivered a unanimous verdict upholding the authority of the 

judiciary to review any law, which destroy or damage the basic structure as indicated in fundamental 

rights, even if they have been put in 9th schedule. 
 

102nd Constitution Amendment Act 
 

 102nd Constitution Amendment Act, 2018 provides constitutional status to the National Commission for 

Backward Classes (NCBC) (earlier it was statutory body). 

 

 102nd Constitution Amendment Act inserted new Articles 338 B and 342 A. 

 

 Article 338B provides authority to NCBC to examine complaints and welfare measures regarding socially and 

educationally backward classes. 

 

 Article 342 A empowers President to specify socially and educationally backward classes in various states and 

union territories. He can do this in consultation with Governor of concerned State. However, law enacted by 

Parliament will be required if list of backward classes is to be amended. 

 

#PLACES OF WORSHIP SPECIAL PROVISION ACT, 1991 
 

Recently, the Supreme Court asked the Centre to respond to a petition that 

challenges the constitutional validity of the Places of Worship (Special 

Provisions) Act, 1991. 

 

What does the 1991 Act say? 

 

 The law was enacted to freeze the status of all places of worship in 

the country as on August 15, 1947. 

 

 The Act says that no person shall convert any place of worship of any 

religious denomination into one of a different denomination or section. 

It contains a declaration that a place of worship shall continue to be as 

it was on August 15, 1947.  

 

 Significantly, it prohibits any legal proceedings from being instituted regarding the character of a place of 

worship, and declares that all suits and appeals pending before any court or authority on the cut-off date 

regarding the conversion of the character of a place of worship shall abate.  
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 In other words, all pending cases will come to an end, and no further proceedings can be filed. However, any suit 

or proceedings relating to any conversion of status that happened after the cut-off date can continue. 

 

 Penal Provision: Anyone contravening the prohibition on converting the status of a place of worship is liable to 

be imprisoned for up to three years, and a fine. Those abetting or participating in a criminal conspiracy to 

commit this offence will also get the same punishment. 

 

What are the exception under the act? 
 

 An exception was made to keep the Babri Masjid-Ramjanmabhoomi dispute out of its ambit as the structure 

was then the subject of litigation. 

 

 The 1991 Act will not apply to ancient and historical monuments and archaeological sites and remains that are 

covered by the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958.  

 

 It will also not apply to any suit that has been finally settled or disposed of, any dispute that has been settled by 

the parties before the 1991 Act came into force, or to the conversion of any place that took place by acquiescence. 

 

What are the grounds of challenge? 

 

 Constrains Judicial Remedy: The act amounts to taking away the right of the people to seek justice through the 

courts and obtain a judicial remedy. The petitioner argues that the Act takes away the rights of communities such 

as Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists and Jains to reclaim the sites of their places of worship through legal 

proceedings. 

 

 Contention on Cut-off date: The petitioner also contends that the cut-off date of August 15, 1947, is arbitrary and 

irrational. 

 

 Issue of Exemption: The petition contends that the legislation legalises the actions of invaders in the past who 

demolished places of worship. It wonders how the law could exempt the birthplace of Ram, but not that of 

Krishna. 

 

 Restriction on Fundamental Right to Practise Religion: The petition also said the law violates the right to 

practise and propagate religion, as well as the right to manage and administer places of worship.  

 

 Not in spirit of Secularism: Further, petition has argued that that act goes against the principle of secularism and 

the state’s duty to preserve and protect religious and cultural heritage. 

 

What has the SC said on the status freeze? 
 

 In its final verdict on the Ayodhya dispute, the Supreme Court had observed that the Act “imposes a non-

derogable obligation towards enforcing our commitment to secularism”.  

 

 The court went on to say: “Non-retrogression is a foundational feature of the fundamental constitutional 

principles, of which secularism is a core component.” 

 

 The court described the law as one that preserved secularism by not permitting the status of a place of worship 

to be altered after Independence.  

 

 In words of caution against further attempts to change the character of a place of worship, the five-judge Bench 

said, “Historical wrongs cannot be remedied by the people taking the law in their own hands. In preserving 

the character of places of public worship, Parliament has mandated in no uncertain terms that history and its 

wrongs shall not be used as instruments to oppress the present and the future.” 
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What are the implications of the case? 
 

 Contentious Places: Some Hindu organisations have been laying claim to the Gyanvapi mosque in Varanasi 

and the Shahi Idgah in Mathura.  

 

 Controversy in Mathura: Civil suits have been filed in a Mathura court seeking the shifting of the 17th-century 

mosque from the spot that some claim is the birthplace of Lord Krishna.  

 

 Dilution of 1991 law impacts outcome: Any order that strikes down or dilutes the 1991 law on the status of 

places of worship is likely to influence the outcome of such proceedings. 

 

#JUVENILE JUSTICE AMENDMENT BILL, 2021 
 

Recently, the Lok Sabha passed the Juvenile Justice (Care and 

Protection of Children) Amendment Bill, 2021 that seeks to 

strengthen and streamline the provisions for protection and 

adoption of children. 

 The Bill amends the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 

Children) Act, 2015 and contains provisions related to children 

in conflict with law and children in need of care and 

protection. 

 

Need of the Amendment: 
 

 The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) audit of Child Care Institutions (CCIs) in 

2020, 90% of which are run by NGOs, found that 39% CCIs were not registered, even after the 2015 amendment 

was brought in. 

 It also found that less than 20% CCIs, especially for girls, had not been set up in some states, 26% child welfare 

officers were not there. 

 Moreover, three-fifths have no toilets, one-tenth have no drinking water and 15% homes don’t have 

provisions of separate beds, no diet plans. 

 Rehabilitation of children is not a priority for childcare homes and children are reportedly kept in such 

institutions to get funds. 

 

Key Amendments Proposed by the Bill: 

 

 Serious offences: Serious offences will also include offences for which maximum punishment is 

imprisonment of more than seven years, and minimum punishment is not prescribed or is of less than seven 

years. 

 Serious offences are those for which the punishment under the Indian Penal Code or any other law for the 

time being is imprisonment between three and seven years. 

 Juvenile Justice Board inquires about a child who is accused of a serious offence. 

 

Non-cognizable Offences: 
 

 The present Act provides that an offence which is punishable with imprisonment between three to seven years 

to be cognizable (where arrest is allowed without warrant) and non-bailable. The Bill amends this to provide 

that such offences will be non-cognizable. 

 Adoption: Presently, the adoption order issued by the court establishes that the child belongs to the adoptive 

parents. The Bill provides that instead of the court, the District Magistrate (including Additional District 

Magistrate) will issue such adoption orders. 
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 Appeals: The Bill provides that any person aggrieved by an adoption order passed by the District 

Magistrate may file an appeal before the Divisional Commissioner, within 30 days from the date of passage 

of such order. 

 Such appeals should be disposed within four weeks from the date of filing of the appeal. 

 Additional Functions of the District Magistrate: These include: (i) supervising the District Child Protection 

Unit, and (ii) conducting a quarterly review of the functioning of the Child Welfare Committee. 

 Designated Court: The Bill proposes that all offences under the earlier Act be tried in children’s court. 

 Child Welfare Committees (CWCs): It provides that a person will not eligible to be a member of the CWC if 

he/she 

 has any record of violation of human rights or child rights, 

 has been convicted of an offence involving moral turpitude, 

 has been removed or dismissed from service of the central government, or any state government, or a 

government undertaking, is part of the management of a child care institution in a district. 

 Removal of Members: The appointment of any member of the committee shall be terminated by the state 

government after an inquiry if they fail to attend the proceedings of the CWCs consecutively for three months 

without any valid reason or if they fail to attend less than three-fourths of the sittings in a year. 

 

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 

 

 The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 replaced the Juvenile Justice (Care and 

Protection of Children) Act, 2000. 

 Change in Nomenclature: The Act changes the nomenclature from ‘juvenile’ to ‘child’ or ‘child in conflict with 

law’. Also, it removes the negative connotation associated with the word “juvenile”. 

 It also includes several new and clear definitions such as orphaned, abandoned and surrendered children; and 

petty, serious and heinous offences committed by children. 

 Special Provisions for Age 16-18 years: Included special provisions to tackle child offenders committing 

heinous offences in the age group of 16-18 years. 

 Mandatory Constitution of the JJ Board: It mandates setting up Juvenile Justice Boards and Child Welfare 

Committees in every district. Both must have at least one woman member each. 

 Adoption Related Clauses: A separate new chapter on Adoption to streamline adoption procedures for an 

orphan, abandoned and surrendered children. 

 Also, the Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) was granted the status of a statutory body to enable it 

to perform its function more effectively. 

 The Act states that the adoption of a child is final on the issuance of an adoption order by the court. Currently, 

there are 629 adoption cases pending in various courts. 

 Child Care Institutions (CCI): All Child Care Institutions, whether run by State Government or by voluntary 

or non-governmental organizations are to be mandatorily registered under the Act within 6 months from the 

date of commencement of the Act. 
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#RATAN TATA V. CYRUS MISTRY CASE 
 

 Cyrus Mistry’s family Shapoorji Pallonji (SP) owns 18.46% equity capital in Tata Sons, the main holding 

company of Tata Group. 66% of Tata Sons is owned by Tata Trusts, currently controlled by Ratan Tata, the 

group’s former Chairman 

 December 2012–Appointment of Mistry: Cyrus Mistry is appointed Chairperson of Tata Sons Limited. 

 October 2016- Removal of Mistry: He is sacked from the post of Executive Chairperson by most of the Board of 

Directors. 

 February 2017– Case filed against Tata Sons: The shareholders vote for Mistry’s removal from the board of Tata 

Sons during an extraordinary general meeting. Mistry, subsequently, files a suit under various sections of the 

Companies Act, 2013, alleging oppression and mismanagement in Tata Sons. 

 July 2018- Tatas win in NLCT: The Mumbai Bench of the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) dismisses 

Mistry’s plea against Tata Sons. While rejecting his allegations, NCLT rules that the Board of Directors are 

competent enough to remove him as Chairman. The tribunal also states that it found no merit in the arguments 

on mismanagement in Tata Sons. 

 December 2019– Tatas lose in NCLAT: The National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) overturns the 

NCLT judgment, and states that Mistry’s removal as Chairman of Tata Sons was illegal.  

 NCLAT also found that the affairs of Tata Sons were conducted in a manner prejudicial and oppressive to its 

minority shareholders, namely Cyrus Mistry & his family companies, as well as to the interests of the company 

itself. 

 

 January 2020- Appeal to SC: Tata Sons and Ratan Tata challenge the NCLAT decision before the Supreme 

Court saying that the NCLAT verdict undermined Corporate Democracy and the rights of its Board of Directors.  

 

 Subsequently, the Supreme Court stays the NCLAT judgment to reinstate Mistry as the executive chairman of 

Tata Sons. 

 September 2020: The Supreme Court restrains Mistry’s Shapoorji Pallonji Group from pledging its shares in 

Tata Sons to raise funds. 
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What were the allegations/ concerns raised by Mistry? 
 

 Rights of Minority Shareholder’s oppressed: SP Group had also alleged that Tata Sons was being run and 

operated in a manner which was “oppressive” and “prejudicial” to the rights of minority shareholders. It was 

alleged that the removal of Cyrus Mistry meant oppression of minority shareholders. 

 

 Article 75 of the Articles of Association of the Tata Group. Article 75 gives the company the right to purchase 

shares from a minority or a small shareholder at a fair market value. 

 

 Fearing that the Tata Group may use it to try and buyout the SP Group, the latter urged the company law 

tribunals and the Supreme Court to not allow Article 75 to be used. 

 

 Decisions disproportionately impacted minority shareholders: Apart from this, the Mistry camp had also 

alleged that the Tata Group had taken several commercial decisions which did not yield the desired result and 

thus resulted in more loss for the minority shareholders than the majority shareholders. 

 

What was the decision of the Supreme Court? 
 

 Discussing the rights of minority and small shareholders and their importance in the board of a company, the 

Supreme Court held that minority shareholders or their representatives are not automatically entitled to a seat on 

the private company’s board like a small shareholder’s representative. 

 

 This meant that SC set aside NCLAT order and dismissed the appeals of Mistry & SP Group.  

 

 Small Vs Minority Shareholder:  SC noted that the provisions contained in the 2013 Companies Act only 

protects the rights of small shareholders of listed companies by asking such companies to have on their board at 

least one director elected by such small shareholders. 

 

 Small shareholders, according to the Companies Act, is a shareholder or group of shareholders who hold shares 

of nominal value of not more than Rs 20,000. 

 

 Since the Mistry family and the SP Group were not “small” shareholders, but “minority shareholders”, there 

was no statutory provision which gave them the “right to claim proportionate representation,” on the board of 

Tata Sons. 

 

 SC noted that the right to claim proportionate representation is not available for the SP Group even contractually, 

in terms of the Articles of Association.  

 

 Neither SP Group nor CPM (Cyrus Pallonji Mistry) can request the Tribunal (NCLAT) to rewrite the contract, 

by seeking an amendment of the Articles of Association. The Articles of Association, as they exist today, are 

binding upon SP Group and CPM. 

 

Impact of the Judgement 
 

 The Supreme Court has not negated the concept of quasi-partnership or a contractual agreement.  

 

 Though the judgment does not directly impact the right of minority shareholders, it does mean that going ahead, 

such shareholders will have to ensure that they have a contract with the majority shareholders or the promoters 

of the company to ensure they have adequate representation on the board. 
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#OBJECTIONS TO NEW SOCIAL MEDIA CODES 
 

 The latest norms for social media intermediaries in the New IT 

Rules 2021 have drawn objections from privacy experts and lawyers.  

 

 The Supreme Court (SC) had in 2015 struck down Section 66A of the 

Information Technology Act finding it contrary to both Articles 19 

(free speech) and Article 21 (right to life) of the Constitution. 

 

Objection to new rules  
 

 Asking ‘significant social media intermediaries’ to have automated 

tools to proactively track certain words is akin to “active hunting”, 

and will “make suspects out of people”. 

 

 For example: For track words like interfaith marriage or love jihad, it’s like criminalising an entire population as 

most of the people must be using these words in their normal discussions. This way, an entire citizenry is being 

made a suspect. 

 

 Against Right to Privacy: According to the New IT Rules of 2021, significant social media intermediaries 

providing services primarily in the nature of messaging shall enable identification of the first originator of the 

information. This provision would end up weakening overall security, harm privacy and contradict the 

principles of data minimisation endorsed in the IT Ministry’s Draft Data Protection Bill 2019.  

 

 Identification of the first originator will require end to end encryption to be broken, thereby compromising the 

fundamental technology on which most apps are based on. Moreover, owing to the volume of data, encryption 

has become more important now as more personal data is being aggregated and analysed at a scale that was 

never possible before. 

 

 Data Minimisation:Data Minimisation is a principle that states that data collected and processed should not be 

held or further used unless this is essential for reasons that were clearly stated in advance to support data 

privacy.  

 

 It will “undermine the principles of open and accessible internet and the fundamental right of privacy 

enshrined in the Constitution, particularly in the absence of robust data protection law. 

 

 For Example: It contains a provision requiring significant intermediaries to provide the option for users to 

voluntarily verify their identities. 

 

 This would likely entail users sharing phone numbers or sending photos of government issued IDs to the 

companies. This provision will incentivize the collection of sensitive personal data that are submitted for this 

verification, which can then be also used to profile and target users 
 

Right to Privacy 
 

 The SC described privacy and its importance in the landmark decision of K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India in 

2017 as a fundamental and inalienable right and attaches to the person covering all information about that 

person and the choices that he/ she makes.  

 

 The right to privacy is protected as an intrinsic part of the right to life and personal liberty under Article 21 and 

as a part of the freedoms guaranteed by Part III of the Constitution. 
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 Against Freedom of Expression: Automated forms of censorship and surveillance could disproportionately 

impact users’ freedom of speech and expression, suppressing creativity. Article 19(1)(a) of the Indian 

constitution guarantees the freedom of speech and expression. 

 

 Over Censorship: The new rules provide stricter and wide-ranging obligations on intermediaries for proactive 

monitoring of content. The fear of legal liability or action could lead to over-censorship of content. 

 

 Lack of Accountability and Transparency: The news rules require social media to “deploy technology-based 

measures, including automated tools (Artificial Intelligence (AI)) to filter out objectionable content like child 

sexual abuse. 

 

 However, as history has shown, such tools not only suffer from major accuracy problems but also can lead to 

function creep.  

 

 Earlier in 2020 an AI-powered tool Genderify designed to identify a person’s gender by analyzing their name, 

username or email address was shut down just a week after launch after it was blamed to be biased.  

 

 Coding biases in the development of AI often lead to discrimination, inaccuracies, and a lack of accountability 

and transparency. 

 

 Gag on Online News Media: The rules open the way for increased scrutiny as well as increased costs of 

compliance and may lead to gagging of free and unhindered news reporting. 

 

#SC ON APPOINTMENT OF CBI DIRECTOR 
 

A writ petition has been filed in the Supreme Court seeking the appointment of a regular Central Bureau of 

Investigation (CBI) Director. 

 The Director of the CBI is appointed as per section 4A of the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act of 1946. 
 

Director of CBI: 
 

 The CBI is headed by a Director. 

 The Director of CBI as Inspector General of Police, Delhi 

Special Police Establishment, is responsible for the 

administration of the organisation. 

 With the enactment of CVC Act, 2003, the superintendence 

of Delhi Special Police Establishment vests with the Central 

Government to save investigations of offences under the 

Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988, in which, the 

superintendence vests with the Central Vigilance 

Commission. 

 The Director of CBI has been provided security of two-year 

tenure in office by the CVC Act, 2003. 

 

Appointment of Directors 
 

 The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act (2013) amended the Delhi 

Special Police Establishment Act (1946) and made the 

following changes with respect to appointment of the 

Director of CBI: 

 The Central Government shall appoint the Director of CBI 

on the recommendation of a three-member 

The CBI was set up in 1963 by a 

resolution of the Ministry of Home 

Affairs. Now, the CBI comes under the 

administrative control of the Department 

of Personnel and Training (DoPT) of 

the Ministry of Personnel, Public 

Grievances and Pensions. The 

establishment of the CBI was 

recommended by the Santhanam 

Committee on Prevention of 

Corruption (1962–1964). The CBI is not 

a statutory body. It derives its powers 

from the Delhi Special Police 

Establishment Act, 1946. The CBI is 

the main investigating agency of the 

Central Government. It also 

provides assistance to the Central 

Vigilance Commission and Lokpal. It is 

also the nodal police agency in India 

which coordinates investigation 

on behalf of Interpol Member 

countries. 
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committee consisting of the Prime Minister as Chairperson, the Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha and 

the Chief Justice of India or Judge of the Supreme Court nominated by him. 

 Later, the Delhi Special Police Establishment (Amendment) Act, 2014 made a change in the composition of 

the committee related to the appointment of the Director of C.B.I. 

 It states that where there is no recognized leader of opposition in the Lok Sabha, then the leader of the single 

largest opposition party in the Lok Sabha would be a member of that committee. 

 

Conclusion 

 

 Instead of a regular appointment, the government has recently appointed an interim/acting CBI Director. The 

interim appointment through an executive order was not envisaged in the statutory scheme of the 1946 Act. 

 The premier investigative agency should function independently outside the influence of the Executive or 

political powers. The Supreme Court in the past has made a significant effort to enhance the functional 

autonomy of the CBI and limit the extent of executive discretion in the matter of appointment of this key 

functionary. It must make sure that there is a mechanism to ensure that the process of selection of CBI Director 

is completed one or two months in advance of the retirement of the incumbent. 
 

 

 

#MEDICAL TERMINATION OF PREGNANCY BILL, 2020 
 

Recently, the Rajya Sabha passed the Medical Termination of 

Pregnancy (Amendment) Bill, 2020. The Bill was passed in the Lok 

Sabha in March 2020. 

 The Bill seeks to amend the Medical Termination of Pregnancy 

Act, 1971. 

 

Provisions of the bill 
 

 Termination due to Failure of Contraceptive Method or 

Device: Under the Act, a pregnancy may be terminated up to 20 

weeks by a married woman in the case of failure of contraceptive 

method or device. The Bill allows unmarried women to also 

terminate a pregnancy for this reason. 

 Opinion Needed for Termination of Pregnancy: Opinion of one registered medical practitioner (instead of 

two or more) for termination of pregnancy up to 20 weeks of gestation. 

 Gestation is the foetal development period from the time of conception until birth. 

 Opinion of two registered medical practitioners for termination of pregnancy of 20-24 weeks of gestation. 

 Opinion of the State-level medical board is essential for a pregnancy to be terminated after 24 weeks in case of 

substantial foetal abnormalities. 

 

Medical Boards: 
 

 Every state government is required to constitute a Medical Board. 

 These Medical Boards will consist of the following members: (i) a gynaecologist, (ii) a paediatrician, (iii) a 

radiologist or sonologist, and (iv) any other number of members, as may be notified by the state government. 

 Upper Gestation Limit for Special Categories: It enhances the upper gestation limit from 20 to 24 weeks for 

special categories of women which will be defined in the amendments to the MTP Rules and would include 

survivors of rape, victims of incest and other vulnerable women (like differently-abled women, minors) etc. 

 Confidentiality: The “name and other particulars of a woman whose pregnancy has been terminated shall 

not be revealed”, except to a person authorised in any law that is currently in force. 

 Note: Before 1971, abortion was criminalized under Section 312 of the Indian Penal Code, 1860, describing it 

as intentionally 'causing miscarriage'. 
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Benefits of the bill 
 

 Termination in Case of Anomaly: A number of foetus abnormalities are detected after the 20th week, often 

turning a wanted pregnancy into an unwanted one. 

 Helps Special Category Women: The law will help the rape victims, ill and under-age women to terminate 

the unwanted pregnancy lawfully. 

 Beneficial for Unmarried Women: The Bill also applies to unmarried women and therefore, relaxes one of the 

regressive clauses of the 1971 Act, i.e., single women couldn’t cite contraceptive failure as a reason for seeking 

an abortion. 

 Allowing unmarried women to medically terminate pregnancies and a provision to protect the privacy of the 

person seeking an abortion will bestow reproductive rights to the women. 

 

Challenges Associated 
 

 Viability of the Foetus: A key aspect of the legality governing abortions has always been the ‘viability’ of the 

foetus. 

 Viability implies the period from which a foetus is capable of living outside the womb. 

 As technology improves, with infrastructure up-gradation, and with skilful professionals driving medical care, 

this ‘viability’ naturally improves. 

 Currently, viability is usually placed at about seven months (28 weeks) but may occur earlier, even at 24 

weeks. 

 Thus, late termination of pregnancy may get in conflict with the viability of the foetus. 

 Preference for a Male Child: The preference for a male child keeps sex determination centres in business in 

spite of their illegal status. There are concerns that a more liberal abortion law can aggravate this state-of-

affairs. 

 Medical Boards: The present healthcare budgetary allocation makes setting up a board across the country, 

both financially and practically impossible. 

 Access to the board by pregnant women in remote areas of the state is a matter of concern.No time limit 

set to respond to the requests. 

 The board will subject women to multiple examinations before allowing her to terminate her pregnancy. This is 

a violation of right to privacy and right to live with dignity. 
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