
SM PRAVAHINI MONTHLY COMPENDIUM  WWW.SUCCESSMANTRA.IN JANUARY 2021 

 



SM PRAVAHINI MONTHLY COMPENDIUM  WWW.SUCCESSMANTRA.IN JANUARY 2021 

 

PREFACE 
It gives us great pleasure to release the first edition of the PRAVAHINI  (Monthly e-Compendium 

& Weekly e-Periodicals of Current Affairs). The magazine’s members have shown considerable 

cooperation as well as devotion. We at www.successmantra.in work tirelessly to create this 

magazine and bring it to you with a great sense of gratitude. 

The PRAVAHINI January-2021 eBook covers the current events that happened in the month of 

October. Current Affairs is a crucial component of any competitive exams including CLAT, AILET, 

DU-LLB, HM, CAT, IAS, PCS, SSC, Banking, MBA and various other competitive examinations. 

Current Affairs play the bigger role in many competitive and government exams. It holds the power 

of making or breaking your chance of success. Therefore, the candidates should cover the Current 

Affairs thoroughly and smartly. 

The PRAVAHINI January-2021 eBook is divided into different sections keeping in mind the need 

of various exams. The sections covered namely International, National, Economy, Ecology and 

Environment, Science & Technology, Legal Affairs, Sports, States News Makers and few others. 

We would also be pleased to receive any suggestion that could assist us with the upcoming editions. 

 Success mantra (GTB Nagar, Delhi) 

Website: www.successmantra.in 

Mail Id: info@successmantra.in 

  

http://www.successmantra.in/
http://www.successmantra.in/
mailto:info@successmantra.in
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS 
PM MODI LAID FOUNDATION STONE OF 

LIGHT HOUSE PROJECTS 

 

Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi laid the 

foundation stone of Light 

House projects (LHPs) at 

six sites across six States 

through video conference 

on 1st January 2021.   

 

The LHPs will be implemented at Indore (Madhya 

Pradesh), Rajkot (Gujarat), Chennai (Tamil Nadu), 

Ranchi (Jharkhand), Agartala (Tripura) and Lucknow 

(Uttar Pradesh). 

 

The project is being constructed under the Global 

Housing Technology Challenge (GHTC)-India. It has 

been conceptualised by the Union Ministry of Housing 

and Urban Affairs. 

 

INDIA'S FIRST TESTBED TIHAN LAUNCHED 

AT IIT HYDERABAD 

 

Union Minister of 

Education, Ramesh 

Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ has 

virtually laid the foundation 

stone of “TiHAN-IIT 

Hyderabad”, India’s first 

Testbed for Autonomous 

Navigation Systems (Terrestrial and Aerial) at IIT 

Hyderabad.  

 

The Technology Innovation Hub on Autonomous 

Navigation Systems (TiHAN) for Unmanned Aerial 

Vehicles and Remotely Operated Vehicles at IIT 

Hyderabad. 

 

The developed testbed will be available for use by all the 

industries, R&D labs, academia conducting research and 

development in the broad areas of autonomous 

navigation. 

 

 

 

DGCI APPROVED 2-VACCINE OF COVID-19 

FOR EMERGENCY USE 

 

The Drugs Controller 

General of India (DCGI) 

has formally announced 

the final approval for 

Oxford-AstraZeneca 

“Covishield” and Bharat 

Biotech “Covaxin” 

vaccines against the coronavirus disease (Covid-19) for 

emergency use.  

 

About Covishield: The subject expert committee (SEC) 

under CDSCO had recommended Oxford-AstraZeneca’s 

vaccine, which is being manufactured by the Serum 

Institute of India (SII) as Covishield, for emergency use 

and Covaxin for restricted use. 

 

About Covaxin: Covaxin is the indigenous vaccine being 

developed by Bharat Biotech in collaboration with the 

Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR). 

 

Serum Institute of India CEO: Adar Poonawalla. 

Serum Institute of India Founder: Cyrus S. Poonawalla. 

Serum Institute of India Headquarters location: Pune. 

 

PM INAUGURATED NATIONAL 

METROLOGY CONCLAVE 2021 

 

Prime Minister Shri 

Narendra Modi has 

addressed the National 

Metrology Conclave, via 

video conferencing on 

January 04, 2021.  

 

National Metrology Conclave 2021 was organised by the 

Council of Scientific and Industrial Research-National 

Physical Laboratory (CSIR-NPL), New Delhi, to mark its 

75th year of inception. 

 

This year theme: ‘Metrology for the Inclusive Growth of 

the Nation’. 
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UNION MINISTERS LAUNCHED 

TOYCATHON-2021 

 

The Union Education 

Minister Ramesh 

Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ and 

Union Minister WCD and 

Textiles Smt. Smriti Zubin 

Irani jointly launched 

Toycathon-2021 and the 

Toycathon Portal.  

 

Toycathon is being organized to develop India as the 

global Toy manufacturing hub.  

 

Toycathon will provide a platform to conceptualize 

innovative toys based on the Indian value system which 

will inculcate the positive behaviour and good value 

among the children. 

 

INTERNATIONAL AKHAND CONFERENCE 

'EDUCON 2020' 

 

Union Education 

Minister Ramesh 

Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ has 

inaugurated the two-day 

Virtual International 

Akhand Conference 

‘EDUCON 2020’ through 

video conferencing.  

 

This two-day International Conference is being 

organized by the Central University of Punjab, 

Bathinda (CUPB) in collaboration with the Global 

Educational Research Association (GERA).  

 

The focal theme of EDUCON-2020 is Envisioning 

Education for Transforming Youth to Restore Global 

Peace. This conference is the first of its kind in India 

where scholars across the world would be continuously 

having non-stop marathon dialogue sessions for 31 hours 

exploring the possibilities of the use of ICT in the higher 

education to promote the equitable quality education in 

India. 

 

HARSH VARDHAN LAUNCHES CRV 'SAGAR 

ANVESHIKA' 

 

Union Minister for Earth Sciences, Harsh Vardhan has 

launched Coastal Research Vehicle (CRV) ‘Sagar 

Anveshika’ at the Chennai Port.  

The vehicle will be used to carry out environment 

indexing and bathymetric (mapping underwater 

features) in both coastal and offshore waters. 

 

It will be used for research 

purposes by the National 

Institute of Ocean 

Technology (NIOT) and 

has been built by Titagarh 

Wagons, Kolkata, West 

Bengal.  Anveshika has 

been built under the Indian Register of Shipping 

(IRClass) and is a DP (Dynamic Positioning)-Capable 

vessel. 

 

National Institute of Ocean Technology Director: Dr G A 

Ramadass. 

National Institute of Ocean Technology HQ: Chennai, 

Tamil Nadu. 

 

INDIA'S 7TH TRADE POLICY REVIEW (TPR) 

AT WTO 

 

The second session of the 

7th Trade Policy Review 

(TPR) of India concluded 

at the World Trade 

Organization (WTO).  

 

This was the final session 

of the 7th trade policy review. Trade Policy Review is a 

key mechanism under the monitoring function of WTO.  

 

During this trade policy review, WTO examines the 

trade and related policies of the member countries with 

an aim to improve their adherence to WTO rules and to 

provide constructive feedback. 

 

COASTAL DEFENCE EXERCISE 'SEA VIGIL 21' 

COMMENCES 

 

A major exercise to test 

military readiness at sea 

along the coastline of the 

country starts. This is the 

second edition of the 

biennial pan-India 

coastal defence exercise 

“Sea Vigil-21” will be 

conducted on January 12 and 13.  

The exercise is a build-up towards the next step and level 

exercise called “Tropex” (Theatre-level Readiness 
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Operational Exercise), which is expected to be conducted 

at month-end or early February.  

 

Exercise ‘Sea Vigil-21’ is expected to provide a realistic 

assessment of our strengths and weaknesses and thus 

will help in further strengthening maritime and national 

security.  

 

BANGLADESH CHOSEN AS 'COUNTRY IN 

FOCUS': IFFI 

 

Bangladesh has been 

chosen as the ‘Country in 

Focus’ for the 51st 

International Film Festival 

of India (IFFI). The festival 

will be held at Goa from 

January 16 to January 24, 

2021.  

 

The Country in Focus is a special segment that recognizes 

the cinematic excellence and contributions of the country. 

This section at the 51st IFFI will showcase four films from 

Bangladesh. 

 

The International Film Festival of India (IFFI), is being 

held annually since 1952, in Goa. The event is organised 

jointly by the Directorate of Film Festivals (under 

Ministry of Information and Broadcasting) and the state 

Government of Goa. 

 

FIRST TIME, UNION BUDGET 2021 TO BE 

PAPERLESS 

 

Union Budget 2021, 

slated to be presented 

on February 1, is going 

to be completely 

paperless in the wake of 

the ongoing 

coronavirus pandemic.  

 

This will be the first time since independence that the 

budget papers will not be printed. The Centre has 

received permission for the same from both houses of 

parliament.  

 

This year’s budget may reportedly witness several 

conventions being broken as the traditional ‘Halwa’ 

ceremony, which is a given every year is also not likely 

to take place, or a low-key function may be held with 

limited gathering in attendance. 

 

Minister of Finance and Corporate Affairs: Nirmala 

Sitharaman. 

Minister of State in the Ministry of Finance and Corporate 

Affairs:  Anurag Singh Thakur. 

 

LAUNCH OF PRADHAN MANTRI KAUSHAL 

VIKAS YOJANA 3.0 

 

The third phase of Pradhan 

Mantri Kaushal Vikas 

Yojana will be launched on 

January 15, 2021 in 600 

districts across all states of 

India.  

 

The third phase will be 

spearheaded by the Ministry of Skill Development and 

Entrepreneurship (MSDE). It will focus on new-age 

India and COVID-related skills. 

 

Based on the learnings gained from the first and second 

phase of the mission, the Ministry has improved the 

newer version of the scheme to match the current policy 

doctrine and energize the skilling ecosystem affected due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana's third phase 

(PMKVY 3.0) will focus on training eight lakh 

candidates during the scheme period of 2020-2021 with 

an outlay of Rs. 948.90 crore. 

 

RAJNATH SINGH UNVEILED INDIA'S FIRST 

DRIVERLESS METRO 

 

Union Defence Minister, 

Rajnath Singh has 

unveiled India’s first 

‘Driverless Metro Car’ on 

15 January 2021 during a 

function held at BEML’s 

Bangalore Complex.  

The indigenously designed & developed state-of-the-

art Driverless Metro trains are being manufactured at 

BEML Bangaluru manufacturing facility, for Mumbai 

Metropolitan Region Development Authority 

(MMRDA). 

 

BEML recently opened its Depot office at Charkop Metro 

Depot, MMRDA, Mumbai for commissioning, testing 

and round-the-clock services for Driverless Metro cars.  

 

BEML bagged a total order of 576 cars for Mumbai 

Metropolitan Region Development Authority 
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(MMRDA)’s MRS1 project and the supply is scheduled 

progressively up to January 2024. 

 

PIYUSH GOYAL INAUGURATED 'THE 

PRARAMBH' 

 

The Union Minister of 

Commerce and Industry, 

Consumer Affairs and 

Food and Public 

Distribution, Piyush Goyal 

has inaugurated the two-

day ‘Prarambh’, Startup India International Summit in 

New Delhi on 15 January 2021.  

 

The Summit has been organized by the Department for 

Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), 

under M/o Commerce & Industry. 

 

The inaugural event was participated by the members of 

BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral 

Technical and Economic Cooperation) countries. 

 

The ‘Prarambh’ Summit will provide a platform to the 

startups and young minds from around the world to 

come together and collaborate to work collectively to 

come with new ideas, innovation and invention. 

 

PETROLEUM MINISTRY LAUNCHED 'SAKSHAM 

CAMPAIGN' 

 

The Ministry of Petroleum 

and Natural Gas has 

launched a month-long 

mass awareness campaign 

titled ‘SAKSHAM’ to 

spread awareness about 

green and clean energy.  

 

The campaign has been organised by the Petroleum 

Conservation Research Association (PCRA), to motivate 

consumers to switch to cleaner fuels and bring in 

behavioural change to use fossil fuel intelligently.  

 

The campaign will spread awareness about seven key 

drivers that Prime Minister Narendra Modi had recently 

mentioned. 

 

SAKSHAM stands for Sanrakshan Kshamata 

Mahotsav. The pan-India campaign would include 

various activities such as cyclotron, farmer workshops, 

seminars, painting competition, CNG vehicle driving 

contest, etc to spread awareness among masses about the 

advantages of using clean fuels. 

 

Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas: Dharmendra 

Pradhan. 

 

GI TAG GIVEN TO GUCCHI MUSHROOM 

 

Jammu and the 

Kashmir government 

sought a GI label for 

Gucci mushrooms. 

Gucchi mushrooms are 

expensive and good for 

health. The price of 500 

grams of Gucchi 

mushrooms is 18,000 rupees. Recently, GI tags were 

provided to saffron in Jammu and Kashmir.  

 

Gucchi mushroom is a fungus belonging to the 

Morchellaceae family. They are light yellow, with large 

ridges and pits on the hat.  They grow on large white 

stems. Gucchi mushrooms are called "Thuntoo" locally. 

 

They are called "May mushrooms" in North America. 

The fruiting time of mushrooms varies from February to 

July. In Canada, they only appeared after June. 

 

Gucci mushrooms cannot be grown commercially. They 

grow in the coniferous forests of North Akanchar, 

Himalayas, Chamu and Kashmir.  

 

PM MODI CHAIRED 35TH PRAGATI MEETING 

 

Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi has 

chaired the 35th 

PRAGATI meeting to 

review multiple 

projects, grievances and 

programmes. In the 

meeting, ten agenda 

items were taken for review worth Rs. 54,675 crore, 

related to 15 states.  

 

These included nine projects and one programme. Prime 

Minister also reviewed the Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan 

Aushadhi Pariyojana. 

 

PRAGATI stands for Pro-Active Governance and 

Timely Implementation. 
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INDIA & FRANCE CONDUCTED EX DESERT 

KNIGHT-21 

 

Indian Air Force and 

French Air and Space 

Force are conducting a 

bilateral Air exercise, Ex 

Desert Knight-21 in 

Jodhpur, Rajasthan.  

 

The exercise marks an important milestone in the series 

of engagements between the two Air forces. It is unique 

as it includes fielding of Rafale aircraft by both sides 

and is indicative of the growing interaction between the 

two premiers Air Forces. 

 

The French side will participate with Rafale, Airbus A-

330 Multi-Role Tanker Transport, A-400M Tactical 

Transport aircraft and approximately 175 personnel.  

 

 

UNION CABINET APPROVED RATLE 

HYDROPOWER PROJECT 

 

The Union Cabinet has 

approved 850 megawatts 

(MW) Ratle hydropower 

project worth an Rs. 

5281.94 crore on Chenab 

river in Kishtwar district 

of Jammu and Kashmir.  

 

The project is being implemented under the Centre’s plan 

to expedite strategically important hydropower projects 

in the union territory post its reorganization. 

 

The project will be developed by a new joint venture 

company between state-run National Hydroelectric 

Power Corporation (NHPC) Ltd and Jammu & Kashmir 

State Power Development Corporation Ltd (JKSPDC), 

where NHPC will have a 51% stake in the JV firm, while 

the balance will be held by JKSPDC. 

 

ARJUN MUNDA INAUGURATED 'SHRAMSHAKTI' 

PORTAL 

 

The Union Minister of Tribal Affairs Shri Arjun Munda 

has launched a National Migration Support Portal 

“ShramShakti”, during a virtual programme organised 

at Panjim, Goa.  

 

The portal will help the 

government in smooth 

formulation of state and 

national level programs 

for migrant workers. 

 

Shram Shakti portal will address the data gap and 

empower migrant workers who generally migrate in 

search of employment and income generation. The 

government would also be able to link the migrant 

population with existing Welfare Scheme- under Atam 

Nirbhar Bharat. 

 

INDIAN ARMY TO CONDUCT MILITARY 

EXERCISE 'KAVACH' 

 

The Indian Army is to 

conduct a large scale 

joint military exercise 

Kavach in the Andaman 

Sea and Bay of Bengal.  

 

The exercise is to be held 

under the aegis of Andaman and Nicobar Command. 

The Joint Military Exercise Kavach will involve Indian 

Navy, Indian Army, Indian Air Force and Indian Coast 

Guard. 

 

During the exercise, the joint forces will execute high-

density offensive and defence measures in the Andaman 

Sea and Bay of Bengal.  

 

FIRST WOMAN FIGHTER PILOT IN REPUBLIC 

DAY PARADE 

 

Flight lieutenant 

Bhawana Kanth will 

become the 1st woman 

fighter pilot to take part 

in the Republic Day 

parade.  

 

She will be a part of the 

Indian Air Force’s tableau in the 2021 Republic Day 

Parade that will showcase mock-ups of the light combat 

helicopter, light combat aircraft, and the Sukhoi-30 

fighter plane. 

 

At present, Bhawana is posted in Rajasthan and flies the 

MiG-21 Bison fighter plane. Bhawana is also one of the 

first women fighter pilots to be inducted into the Indian 

Air Force in the year 2016. 
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She was inducted into IAF in 2016 along with Mohana 

Singh and Avani Chaturvedi. Since then 10 women have 

been commissioned as fighter pilots in IAF. 

 

BSF LAUNCHED OPERATION 'SARD HAWA' IN 

RAJASTHAN 

 

The Border Security Force (BSF) has launched 

“Operation Sard Hawa” on the western international 

border of Rajasthan.  

 

The Operations aims to 

check the instances of 

infiltration due to the 

dense fog cover in the 

region and increase 

security on the border 

areas in Jaisalmer.  

 

The week-long operation has been launched on 21 

January 2021 and will continue till 27 January 2021, 

keeping in view Republic Day of India. 

 

BSF Director General: Rakesh Asthana. 

 

ARTICLE OF THE MONTH 

CHINA CONSTRUCTS NEW VILLAGES IN 

ARUNACHAL PRADESH 
 

Recently, there have been reports of Chinese construction of three villages in 

Arunachal Pradesh 5 kilometres from the Bum La pass. Bum La Pass is one of the four 

officially agreed BPM (Border Personnel Meeting) points between the Indian Army 

and the People’s Liberation Army of China. Earlier in 2020, China had begun work on 

a strategically significant railway line that will link Sichuan province with Nyingchi in 

Tibet, which lies close to Arunachal Pradesh border.  

 

NEW VILLAGE CONSTRUCTED LAST YEAR 

 

The satellite images, dated November 2020, show that a full-fledged village has been built on the banks of the River 

Tsari Chu in the Upper Subansiri district of Arunachal Pradesh. The village is located a couple of kilometres across 

the Line of Actual Control (LAC). China had earlier built a permanent construction of military barracks in this area. 

The area has been under Chinese control since 1959. It is at least 2 km south (in Indian Territory) of the McMahon Line, 

which China doesn’t recognise. After the 1962 war, India stopped patrolling the area. China considers the McMahon 

Line illegal and unacceptable claiming that Tibetan representatives who had signed the 1914 Convention held in 

Shimla which delineated the McMahon line on the map were not having rights to do so. There are close to two dozen 

spots along the entire length of the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in all sectors where India and China do not agree on 

its alignment. 

 

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN LAC AND LOC 

 

Since the abrogation of Article 370, Pakistan has been regularly doing heavy firing on the Line of Control (LOC) and 

the International Border (IB).  Prior to this, Indian and Chinese soldiers were fighting at the Line of Actual Control 

(LAC). India has many border-related disputes with its neighbours China and Pakistan. Some time these border issues 

led to the escalation of war like situation among these countries. As a citizen of India, we should know the borders of 

our country and the cause of disputes with neighbouring countries. 

 

What is LOC: LOC or Line of Control is a live line with a lot of activities like firing and face to face interaction. It is 

clearly demarcated by the militaries. It denotes a kind of boundary separating parts of Indian UT i.e. Jammu & 

Kashmir; controlled by India and illegally occupied by Pakistan. The length of LOC is around 776-kilometers. Indian 
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part (southern and eastern parts of the region) of LOC is known as Jammu and Kashmir which constitutes about 45 

percent of Kashmir. 

 

What is LAC: LAC stands for Line of Actual Control. It is a boundary between China and India. The concept of “Line 

of Actual Control” (LAC) came in a bilateral agreement in 1993, although there was no concrete settlement on ground 

positions between these two countries. The LAC separates Indian-controlled territory from Chinese-controlled 

territory. It is a big empty region and nearly 50 to 100 kms distance is maintained by the armies of India and China. The 

Chinese government considers LAC to be around 2,000 km while India considers the LAC to be 3,488 km long.  LAC is 

divided into three regions: the western sector in Ladakh, the middle sector in Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh, and 

the eastern sector which spans Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim.  

 

CASE OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH 

 

India's claim line is different from that of the LAC. It is the line seen in the official 

boundary marked on the maps as released by the Survey of India, including Aksai 

Chin (occupied by China). The state of Arunachal Pradesh is an ‘integral and 

inalienable’ part of India. In China’s case, LAC corresponds mostly to its claim line, 

but in the eastern sector, it claims the entire Arunachal Pradesh as South Tibet. The 

construction of the village has been seen by analysts as a move to bolster China’s claim 

to the area, and part of a broader recent push by China to build civilian settlements in 

disputed frontier areas, which it has also done with Bhutan. 

IMPLICATIONS ON INDIA 

 

Security Concerns: A village near the border will largely improve the efficiency and convenience of military personnel 

and material transportation and logistical supplies in the border area. In situations of direct standoff near Arunachal 

Pradesh border, as was seen during Doklam or recent Ladakh standoff, China might be at an advantageous position. 

 

Doklam Issue: Indian troops intervened to block the path of Chinese soldiers engaged in building road-works on the 

Doklam plateau of Bhutan’s territory that Beijing laid claim. 

 

RECENT STEPS TAKEN BY INDIA 

 

India will spend 10% funds of the Border Area Development Programme (BADP) only 

to improve the infrastructure along the China border. The Border Roads Organisation 

(BRO) constructed the Daporijo bridge over Subansiri river in Arunachal Pradesh in 

a record span of just 27 days. It links roads leading upto the LAC between India and 

China. Recently the Defence Minister virtually laid the foundation of a tunnel at 

Nechiphu in West Kameng district of Arunachal Pradesh. It will shorten travel time 

for troops till the LAC through Tawang, which China claims to be its territory. The BRO 

is already constructing an all-weather tunnel under the Se La pass in Arunachal 

Pradesh which connects Tawang to the rest of Arunachal and Guwahati. The state 

government of Arunachal Pradesh has advocated selection of 10 census towns along the India-China border as pilot 

projects for infrastructure development in order to stop people living along its international borders, specifically with 

China, from migrating to faraway urban centres in the State. Recently, the Defence Minister inaugurated the Sisseri 

River Bridge located at lower Dibang Valley in Arunachal Pradesh connecting Dibang Valley and Siang. In 2019, the 

Indian Air Force inaugurated resurfaced runway at India’s easternmost Village-Vijaynagar (Changlang district) in 

Arunachal Pradesh. In 2019, the Indian Army conducted exercise ‘HimVijay’ in Arunachal Pradesh and Assam with 

its newly created Integrated Battle Groups (IBG). Bogibeel Bridge, which is India’s longest road-rail bridge 

connecting Dibrugarh in Assam to Pasighat in Arunachal Pradesh was inaugurated in 2018. It will facilitate quicker 

movement of troops and equipment to areas near the India-China border. 
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CONCLUSION 

 

India needs to be vigilant enough for any new development in China near its border to protect its interests efficiently. 

Further, it needs to build robust Infrastructure in difficult border areas in its territory to ensure movement of personnel 

and other logistical supplies in an efficient manner. 

 

 

PM MODI ADDRESSED WORLD ECONOMIC 

FORUM 
 

PM Modi addressed the Davos Dialogue of World Economic Forum virtually on 

January 28, 2021. The session was attended by more than 400 top industry leaders 

from across the globe where PM Modi spoke about the Fourth Industrial Revolution- 

using technology for the good of humanity. Prime Minister will also interact with the 

CEOs during the dialogue. Prime Minister Modi had informed about the session 

through his official Twitter account where he mentioned that he has been looking 

forward to speaking on a wide range of subjects related to the reform trajectory of India, 

increased usage of technology, and other issues. 

 

WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM (WEF) 

 

The World Economic Forum (WEF), based in Cologny, Geneva Canton, Switzerland, is an international NGO, founded 

on 24 January 1971. The WEF's mission is stated as "committed to improving the state of the world by engaging business, 

political, academic, and other leaders of society to shape global, regional, and industry agendas". The WEF hosts an 

annual meeting at the end of January in Davos, a mountain resort in Graubünden, in the eastern Alps region of 

Switzerland. The meeting brings together some 3,000 business leaders, international political leaders, economists, 

celebrities and journalists for up to five days to discuss global issues, across 500 sessions.  

 

PM MODI SPEECH AT THE FORUM 

 

Prime Minister Modi during his address at the World Economic Forum talked about the message of positivity, 

confidence, and hope for the world on behalf of more than 1.3 billion Indian people.  While mentioning the ongoing 

mega vaccination programme in India, PM Modi informed that in just 12 days, India has vaccinated more than 2.3 

million healthcare workers. He added that in the next months, the country would achieve its target of vaccinating 300 

million elderly people and people with comorbidities.  

 

PM Modi also highlighted India's progress while mentioning that there are two 

Made in India COVID-19 vaccines and WEF will be relieved to know that in time 

many vaccines will come from India.  Prime Minister during this address highlighted 

India's role and how it undertook global responsibility from the beginning.  He 

mentioned that at the time when airspace was closed in many nations, India took 

more than 1 lakh citizens to their countries and also delivered essential medicines to 

more than 150 nations.  In its fight against the pandemic, Prime Minister Modi talked 

about India's role in saving the lives of people in many other countries by sending 

COVID-19 vaccines and also developing the required infrastructure for the 

vaccination.  As India is making progress in its health infrastructure, Prime Minister 

at the global platform shared that the country will start working on a Unique Health ID to provide easy healthcare to 

its 1.3 billion citizens.  

 

While talking about India's Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan, Prime Minister informed the world leaders that the abhiyan 

is committed towards global good and global supply chain. He added that India definitely has the capacity, reliability, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alps
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and capability to strengthen the global supply chain.  During his address, PM Modi assured India has launched 

'Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan' with the purpose of increasing the capacity of the country's economy. He added that 

the government has made one reform after another to provide high growth to the economy in this decade. These reforms 

by the government were long-awaited.  Discussing the plan of infrastructure and economy, Prime Minister informed 

that it has been estimated that India's infrastructure needs by 2040 will be around 4.5 tn dollars. This goal will be 

achieved only if government and industry come together. The Indian government has also been working in providing 

a stable environment and other help. 

 

WELCOMING MORE INVESTMENT 

 

With the purpose of welcoming more investment, PM Modi informed that India 

believes in opening all the sectors for market participation. While giving the example 

of UPI, he added that the transactions at the UPI platform have crossed 2 billion per 

month and the major portion of these transactions are taking place through the apps 

that are developed by private players.  India has also been promoting the investment 

in frontier technologies such as additive manufacturing, AI, and interdisciplinary 

cyber-physical systems. On the issue of data theft, Prime Minister assured the world 

leaders that India has been working on the strict law on data protection in the country.  

 

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE FORUM 

 

The World Economic Forum annual meeting in Davos will be engaging the top leaders of the world to shape regional, 

global, and industry agendas at the beginning of 2021. The Davos Dialogue Agenda will mark the launch of the WEF’s 

Great Reset Initiative in the post-COVID-19 world. 

 

THE GREAT RESET INITIATIVE 

 

It is the name of the June 2020 50th annual meeting of WEF. It brought together the high profile political and business 

leaders convened by WEF and Prince of Wales with the theme of rebuilding the society and economy in a much more 

sustainable way post-COVID-19 pandemic. In June 2020, the theme of the 51st WEF annual meeting to be held in 

January 2021 was announced as ‘The Great Reset’. It will be connecting both in-person and online world leaders in 

Davos with a network in 400 cities globally.
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
INDIA CHOSEN AS THE CO-CHAIR OF APAP 

 

India has been chosen as 

the co-chair of the IUCN-

supported Asia Protected 

Areas Partnership (APAP) 

for a period of three years 

till November 2023.  

 

India will replace South Korea, which held the post for 3 

years until November 2020.   

 

As a co-chair, India would be responsible to assist other 

Asian countries in managing their protected areas. The 

APAP is chaired by IUCN (International Union for 

Conservation of Nature) Asia and co-chaired by an 

APAP nation member on a rotational basis. 

 

International Union for Conservation of Nature 

Headquarters: Gland, Switzerland. 

International Union for Conservation of Nature Founder: 

Julian Huxley. 

 

US CONGRESS PASS 'MALALA YOUSAFZAI 

SCHOLARSHIP ACT 

 

The U.S. Congress has 

passed the ‘Malala 

Yousafzai Scholarship 

Act’ to increase the 

number of scholarships 

for Pakistani women in 

higher education under 

merit and needs-based programme.  

 

The bill was passed by the United States Senate by a 

voice vote on January 1. The bill now heads to the White 

House for U.S. President Donald Trump to sign into 

law. 

 

The bill requires the U.S. Agency for International 

Development (USAID) to award at least 50% of 

scholarships under a Pakistan-based higher education 

scholarship programme to Pakistani women, from 2020 

to 2022, across a range of academic disciplines and in 

accordance with existing eligibility criteria. 

 

INDIA TO CHAIR 3 SUBSIDIARY BODIES OF 

UNSC 

 

The Permanent 

Representative of India to 

the UN, T S Tirumurti has 

announced that India has 

been asked to chair three 

important committees of 

the UN Security Council 

(UNSC), during its tenure 

as a non-permanent member of the powerful 15-nation 

UN body.  

 

The three highly significant committees include:  

 

Taliban Sanctions Committee 

Counter-Terrorism Committee 

Libyan Sanctions Committee 

 

India began its two-year term at UNSC from January 01, 

2021. It is the eighth time that the country has joined 

UNSC as the non-permanent member.  

 

In 2021, along with India, Norway, Kenya, Ireland and 

Mexico joined as non-permanent members in the 

Council. 

 

DONALD TRUMP TO BE IMPEACHED TWICE 

 

President Donald Trump 

was impeached by the 

U.S. House for a historic 

second time on January 

13, charged with 

“incitement of 

insurrection” over the 

deadly mob siege of the Capitol in a swift and stunning 

collapse of his final days in office.  

 

He was first impeached in 2019 over his Ukraine 

dealings. The House voted 232-197 to impeach Mr 

Trump. The proceedings moved at lightning speed, with 

lawmakers voting just one week after violent pro-Mr.  

 

Trump loyalists stormed the U.S. Capitol, urged on by 

the President’s calls for them to “fight like hell” against 

the election results. 
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TWO INDIAN-AMERICANS IN NATIONAL 

SECURITY COUNCIL 

 

US President-elect Joe 

Biden named Indian-

American Sumona Guha as 

senior director for South 

Asia and Tarun Chhabra as 

senior director for 

Technology and National Security.   

 

Guha was co-chair of the South Asia foreign policy 

working group on the Biden-Harris campaign and serves 

on the transition’s State Department Agency Review 

Team. 

 

During the Obama-Biden Administration, Chhabra 

served on the National Security Council staff as director 

for Strategic Planning and director for Human Rights and 

National Security Issues and at the Pentagon as a 

speechwriter to the Secretary of Defence. 

 

FRANCE ORGANISED 'ONE PLANET SUMMIT' 

 

The Government of France 

organised the fourth ‘One 

Planet Summit’, through 

videoconferencing, which 

aimed at protecting the 

world’s biodiversity.  

 

The Summit was organised in cooperation with the 

United Nations and the World Bank. The theme of the 

Summit was “Let’s act together for nature!” 

 

It was inaugurated by the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations António Guterres, French President 

Emmanuel Macron, and President of the World Bank 

Group David Malpass. 

 

The Summit focused on biodiversity preservation 

through: 

 

The protection of terrestrial and marine ecosystems, 

The promotion of agroecology, 

The mobilization of funding for biodiversity, and 

The link between deforestation, species and human 

health. 

 

 

 

UAE & BAHRAIN AS MAJOR STRATEGIC 

PARTNERS 

 

The United States has 

recently designated the 

Kingdom of Bahrain and 

the United Arab Emirates 

(UAE) as the “major 

strategic partners” of the 

country.  

 

This has been announced before the formal transition of 

the president’s office from Donald Trump to Joe Biden.  

 

Designation as strategic partners will strengthen the 

existing partnership between the United States, the 

Kingdom of Bahrain, and the United Arab Emirates. 

 

Both the countries have been designated for their 

commitment to countering violent extremism across the 

region, exceptional security partnership, and exemplified 

by their hosting thousands of United States airmen, 

soldiers, marines, and sailors. 

 

PAKISTAN PERMITS DUBAI TO HUNT HOUBARA 

BUSTARD 

 

Pakistan has issued 

special permission to 

Sheikh Mohammed bin 

Rashid Al-Maktoum, the 

Dubai Ruler; the crown 

prince, and 5 members of 

the royal family for 

hunting houbara 

bustard during the 2020-21 hunting season.  

 

After the permission, 11 members of the United Arab 

Emirates’ royal family reached the Panjgur district in 

Balochistan, Pakistan for hunting the highly vulnerable 

and internationally protected houbara bustard under 

Pakistan’s foreign ministry license. 

 

This is not the 1st time that Pakistan has allowed royals 

from the Gulf for hunting houbara bustard.  The houbara 

bustard is a terrestrial bird found in parts of the Middle 

East, Asia, and Africa.  
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JOE BIDEN TAKES OATH AS 46TH US PRESIDENT 

 

Joe Biden became the 

46th president of the 

United States. He swore 

the oath of office moments 

after Kamala Harris, who 

became America’s first 

woman vice president, 

turning the page on Donald Trump’s tumultuous four 

years.   

 

At 78, Biden is the oldest president in US history and 

only the second Roman Catholic president. 

 

Biden, who was vice president under Barack Obama and 

first ran for president in 1987, plans to kick off his tenure 

with a flurry of 17 orders.  

 

DUTCH PM MARK RUTTE WITH HIS CABINET 

RESIGNED 

 

The Dutch Prime Minister, 

Mark Rutte and his entire 

Cabinet has resigned 

recently over the childcare 

subsidies scandal, in which 

thousands of families were 

wrongly accused of child welfare fraud.  

 

However, the Rutte government will stay on in a 

caretaker role until parliamentary elections in March 

2021. 

 

The resignation brings to an end a decade in office for 

Rutte, although his party is expected to win the election, 

putting him first in line to begin talks to form the next 

government.  

 

EUROPE'S LARGEST SOLAR POWER PLANT TO BE 

BUILT 

 

Spain and France signed 

an agreement to build a 

590 MW solar power 

plant. This solar power 

plant will be the largest 

solar power plant in 

Europe. The agreement 

was signed by Iberdrola of Spain and Donone of France.  

 

The construction cost of the solar power plant is 364 

million US dollars. The solar power plant will be located 

in the province of Cáceres in western Spain. 

 

Spain is currently the busiest unsubsidized 

photovoltaic market in Europe. In 2020, Spain put into 

the production of 2.9 GW of solar energy. In 2019, Spain 

added 729 megawatts of solar power. Therefore, the 

increase in 2020 is four times the increase in 2019. 

 

India has been increasing its solar power generation 

capacity. As of November 2020, India’s installed solar 

power capacity is 36.9 GW.  India has established 42 solar 

parks to provide land for promoters of solar power 

plants. India has set a goal of achieving 100 GW of solar 

power generation by 2022. 

 

JOE BIDEN PROPOSAL TO EXTEND 'NEW START 

TREATY' 

 

US President Joe Biden 

proposed to extend the 

New START (Strategic 

Arms Reduction Treaty) 

for five years. Russia 

welcomes this proposal.  

 

The United States and Russia signed a New START 

Treaty in Prague (the capital of the Czech Republic) in 

2010. It became effective in 2011. 

 

The official name of the New START Treaty is "Measures 

to Further Reduce and Limit Strategic Offensive 

Weapons". 

 

The United States and Russia signed a treaty to reduce 

the production and use of nuclear weapons. Under the 

treaty, the two countries will reduce their strategic 

nuclear missile launchers by half. 

 

This treaty replaces the Moscow Treaty, also known as 

SORT (Strategic Offensive Reduction Treaty). The term 

strategic offensive weapons refers to nuclear warheads 

deployed by Strategic Nuclear Delivery Vehicles. 

 

CHINA BECOMES LARGEST RECIPIENT OF FDI 

 

China was the largest recipient of foreign direct 

investment (FDI) in 2020, according to a report released 

by the United Nations Conference on Trade and 

Development (UNCTAD).  
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China overtook the United States to gain the top 

position in 2020. The country attracted $163 billion 

inflows in 2020, compared to $134 billion attracted by the 

United States. 

 

However, in 2019, the United States had received $251 

billion in inflows and China received $140 billion. 

Overall, the global FDI had fallen by 42% in 2020, 

attracting an inflow of an estimated $859 billion, 

compared to $1.5 trillion in 2019. 

 

UNCTAD Headquarters 

location: Geneva, 

Switzerland. 

UNCTAD Head: Mukhisa 

Kituyi. 

UNCTAD Founder: 

United Nations General 

Assembly. 

 

ARTICLE OF THE MONTH 

NEWLY SWORN BIDEN UNDO TRUMP'S POLICIES 
 

Newly sworn-in US President Joe Biden signed almost 15 executive orders from 

the Oval Office on the first day of his administration to undo his predecessor 

Donald Trump's key policies over the last four years.  Within hours of taking 

the oath of office, President Biden recommitted the US to battling the COVID-

19 pandemic, economic crisis and climate crisis. He said that the executive 

actions will help change the course of the COVID crisis, combat climate change 

in a way they had not done before, advance racial equity in support of 

underserved communities and rebuild economies. There is no time to waste 

when it comes to tackling the crises we face. That's why today, I am heading to 

the Oval Office to get right to work delivering bold action and immediate relief 

for American families. 

 

JOE BIDEN REVERSING TRUMP POLICIES 

 

The first executive order signed by President Joe Biden was on COVID-19, aimed at boosting the federal response to 

the coronavirus crisis. The order mandates masks to be worn and social distancing be kept on Federal property. Wearing 

masks isn't a partisan issue — it's a patriotic act that can save countless lives. That's why I signed an executive order 

today issuing a mask mandate on federal property. It's time to mask up, America. The third order recommits the United 

States to the Paris Climate Accord, from which former President Trump had formally withdrawn the US in 2020. 

President Biden signed his first executive orders on Wednesday, which include a mask mandate on federal property, 

rejoining the Paris climate accord and providing support for underserved communities. 

 

The new President also halted US withdrawal from the World Health Organisation and recommitted to fight 

alongside the international body. President Biden also ended Trump's Muslim travel ban, which blocked travel to the 

US from several predominantly Muslim and African countries. He also halted the construction of Trump's border wall 

with Mexico by terminating the administration's national emergency declaration that helped fund the building of the 

wall. He also revoked the presidential permit that was granted to the Keystone XL Pipeline project. Several 

environmentalists had been protesting against the project since over a decade. Biden has also signed an order to 

strengthen the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program to protect immigrants who were brought to the United 

States as children from deportation. He has also signed an executive order, revoking the Trump administration's plan 

to exclude non-citizens from the census count. He has also revoked a Trump executive order that demanded aggressive 

action to find and deport unauthorised immigrants. 
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US TO REJOIN PARIS CLIMATE AGREEMENT 

 

As the 46th President of the United States, Joe Biden signed an executive order on 

January 20, 2021 to rejoin the Paris accord.  The order read, "I, Joseph R Biden Jr, 

President of the United States of America, having seen and considered the Paris 

Agreement, done at Paris on December 12, 2015, do hereby accept the said Agreement 

and every article and clause thereof on behalf of the United States of America." read the 

order.  

 

President Biden said that "we are going to combat climate change in a way we have not 

done so far." The new president has ordered federal agencies to begin reviewing and 

reinstating over 100 environmental regulations, which were revoked by former 

president Donald Trump. Former President Trump had withdrawn the US from the Paris climate agreement in 2017. 

The Paris climate agreement seeks to limit global warming to well below 2° Celsius, and preferably limit it to 1.5° 

Celsius, compared to pre-industrial levels. It was adopted by 196 countries at Conference of the Parties COP 21 in 

Paris in December 2015 and signed on April 22, 2016. 

 

US TO JOIN WHO AGAIN 

 

President Joe Biden informed United Nations Director-General Antonio Guterres on January 20, 2021 about the US' 

decision to re-join the World Health Organisation, undoing the former President's plan to withdraw the US from the 

body. President Biden said that the United States intends to remain a member of the World Health Organization and 

will be a part of WHO's fight against the coronavirus. 

 

He added saying that WHO plays a crucial role in the world's fight against the deadly COVID-19 pandemic as well 

as countless other threats to global health and health security and that the US will continue to be a full participant and 

a global leader in confronting such threats and advancing global health and health security. Former President Donald 

Trump had pulled out the US from the WHO  in July 2020 after criticising its handling of COVID-19 and accusing the 

body of covering up the outbreak, which emerged in China in 2019.  

 

The US had also backed out of a joint global effort led by the WHO to develop, manufacture and distribute a vaccine 

to cure coronavirus. The decision would have come into effect from July 6, 2021 but now will stand revoked.   

 

BIDEN ENDS TRUMP'S MUSLIM TRAVEL BAN 

 

President Joe Biden also ended his predecessor's 'Muslim travel ban', which blocked 

travel to the US from several Muslim-majority nations. He has directed the state 

department to restart the visa process for individuals from affected countries and come 

up with ways to address the harm caused to those who were stopped from coming to 

the US due to the ban. The Muslim travel ban was implemented during Trump's first 

week in office in 2017 and it restricted travel from seven Muslim-majority nations: Iran, 

Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen. Though had faced several legal 

challenges, the US Supreme Court had upheld the final version of the measure in 2018. 

Till recently, the ban restricted citizens from 12 nations - Kyrgyzstan, Yemen, Iran, 

Libya, Syria, Nigeria, Myanmar, Eritrea, Somalia, Tanzania, North Korea and Sudan from obtaining US visas. 
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MILITARY COUP IN MYANMAR 
 

Recently, the Myanmar military has grabbed power in a coup - the third time in the 

nation’s history since its independence from British rule in 1948. A one-year state of 

emergency has been imposed and democratically elected leader Aung San Suu Kyi has 

been detained. ‘Coup’ is generally described as a sudden, violent, and illegal seizure of 

power from a government.  

 

GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION & POLITY OF MYANMAR 

 

Myanmar, also known as Burma, is in South East Asia and neighbours Thailand, Laos, Bangladesh, China and India. 

It has a population of about 54 million, most of whom are Burmese speakers, although other languages are also spoken. 

The biggest city is Yangon (Rangoon) but the capital is Nay Pyi Taw. The main religion is Buddhism. There are many 

ethnic groups in the country, including Rohingya Muslims. The country gained independence from Britain in 1948. It 

was ruled by the armed forces from 1962 until 2011, when a new government began ushering in a return to civilian 

rule. In the 2010s, the military regime decided to transition the country towards democracy. Although the armed forces 

remained powerful, political opponents were freed and elections were allowed to be held. The NLD won the 2015 

election, the country’s first free and fair election participated by multiple parties, and formed the government, raising 

hopes that the country is on its way to full transition to democracy. 

 

ABOUT THE RECENT MILITARY COUP 

 

In the November 2020 parliamentary election, Suu Kyi’s party National League for Democracy (NLD) secured the 

majority of the seats. In the Myanmars’ Parliament, the military holds 25% of the total seats according to the 2008 

military-drafted constitution and several key ministerial positions are also reserved for military appointees. When the 

newly elected Myanmar lawmakers were to hold the first session of Parliament in 2021, the military imposed a state 

of emergency for one year citing massive voting fraud in the parliamentary elections. 

 

GLOBAL REACTION OF THE SITUATION 

 

China: ‘All parties in Myanmar will properly handle their differences under the 

constitution and legal framework to maintain political and social stability’. 

 

USA: The USA President threatened to reimpose sanctions on Myanmar following a 

coup by the country’s military leaders and called for a concerted international response 

to press them to relinquish power. 

 

ASEAN Countries: ASEAN’s current chair, Brunei, called for ‘dialogue among parties, 

reconciliation and the return to normalcy’. Singapore, Malaysia and Indonesia expressed 

concern, while Thailand, Cambodia, and the Philippines noted that this was Myanmar’s ‘internal affair’. 

 

India’s Reaction: India supports the process of democratic transition in Myanmar. Though India has expressed deep 

concern over recent developments in Myanmar, cutting off from the Myanmar military is not a viable option as India 

has significant economic and strategic interests in Myanmar and its neighbourhood. 

 

INDIA'S RELATIONSHIP WITH MYANMAR MILITARY 

 

India’s military-diplomatic outreach to Myanmar became a cornerstone of its Act East policy. On the eve of the recent 

visit of the Foreign Secretary Chief of the Army Staff to Myanmar in 2020, Myanmar handed over 22 Indian insurgents 

from across the border and it was decided to ramp up the sale of military hardware to Myanmar, including 105 mm 

light artillery guns, naval gunboats and more recently, lightweight torpedoes. Recent example of cooperation is that 
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Myanmar has begun to vaccinate itself with the 1.5 million doses of Covid vaccine sent by India, while putting China’s 

3,00,000 doses on hold. 

INDIA'S INTEREST IN MYANMAR 

 

Infrastructure and Connectivity: India has cultivated several infrastructure and 

development projects with Myanmar, which it sees as the “gateway to the East” and 

ASEAN countries. Operationalisation of the crucial Sittwe port in Myanmar’s Rakhine 

state by 2021 is committed. India assists infrastructure projects such as the India-

Myanmar-Thailand trilateral highway and the Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit 

Transport Project. The Kaladan project will link Kolkata to Sittwe in Myanmar and then 

from Myanmar’s Kaladan river to India’s north-east. The two countries signed the Land 

Border Crossing Agreement in 2018, which allowed bona fide travellers with valid 

documents to cross the border at two international points of entry/exit- Moreh-Tamu 

and Zokhawthar-Rih. 

 

Security: India has been concerned over some militant groups like the United National Liberation Front (UNLF) and 

National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) from the North-East region taking shelter in Myanmar. Indian needs 

perpetual support and coordination from Myanmar for the maintenance of security and stability along its North East 

border areas.  

 

Health and Pandemic: As a part of India’s Medical or Drug Diplomacy a package of 3,000 vials of the antiviral 

Remdesivir given to assist Myanmar in its fight against the pandemic. India has shown willingness to prioritise 

Myanmar in sharing Covid -19 vaccines, when available. 

 

Rohingya Issues: India is committed to ensuring safe, sustainable and speedy return of Rohingya refugees from refugee 

camps of India and Bangladesh. Building on the progress made under the Rakhine State Development Programme 

(RSDP), India has recently proposed to finalise projects under phase-III of the programme, including setting up of a 

skills training centre and upgrading of agricultural mechanisation. 

 

Investment: With Indian investments of over USD 1.2 billion, Myanmar holds considerable importance than any other 

country in South Asia. The two countries are also expanding partnership in the area of energy cooperation. Recently, 

India approved an investment of over USD 120 million in the Shwe Oil and Gas project. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

India and Myanmar have shared cultural roots and historical relations, apart from the strategic, economic, social and 

political ties. Myanmar is a member of both Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), which is an 

organization of East Asian nations as well as the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 

Cooperation (BIMSTEC) which bridges South and South-East Asia. Connectivity projects through Myanmar help India 

overcome its Chicken-neck dilemma (Siliguri Corridor). Myanmar is also necessary for the development of North-

Eastern India. Myanmar stands at the confluence of India’s Neighbourhood First and Act East Policy and India-

Myanmar partnership is at the heart of India’s vision to create a connected and cooperative neighbourhood. Recently, 

India and Myanmar had signed 10 agreements with a focus on socio-economic development of Myanmar, during 

Myanmar President U Win Myint’s visit to India. Myanmar's growing closeness with China and the recent proposal 

of China Myanmar Economic Corridor is a cause of concern for India amidst growing India-China tension India 

should continue to engage with the present regime in Myanmar working towards mutual development of people. 
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ECONOMIC AFFAIRS 

BAJAJ AUTO: WORLD'S MOST VALUABLE 2-

WHEELER COMPANY 

 

Indian multinational 

two-wheeler and three-

wheeler manufacturing 

company, Bajaj Auto 

has become the most 

valuable two-wheeler 

company in the world, 

after it crossed a market capitalization of more than Rs. 1 

lakh crore, on January 01, 2021.  

 

Bajaj’s share price on NSE closed at Rs. 3,479 per share 

on the first day of 2021, leading to a market capitalization 

of more than Rs 1,00,670.76 crore.  

 

Thus, Bajaj Auto is not only the most valued company 

in the two-wheeler segment but also the first-ever two-

wheeler company in the world to have reached this 

market cap milestone. 

 

Headquarter of Bajaj Auto: Pune, Maharashtra. 

Managing Director of Bajaj Auto: Rajiv Bajaj. 

 

RESERVE BANK OF INDIA SET UP COLLEGE OF 

SUPERVISOR 

 

The Reserve Bank of India 

(RBI) has set up an academic 

advisory council called 

‘College of Supervisors 

(CoS)’ to further strengthen 

supervision over regulated 

entities.  

 

The Cos will be headed by former deputy governor N S 

Viswanathan and will have five other members. 

 

The objective of the council will be to identify areas 

where skill building/up-skilling are required, plan and 

develop curricula of all programmes, benchmark the 

programmes with international standards/best 

practices, and develop appropriate teaching methods, 

etc. 

 

Other members include: 

 

Arijit Basu, State Bank of India Managing Director 

Paresh Sukhankar, former HDFC Bank Deputy 

Managing Director 

S Raghunath of Banglore IIM 

Tadhagatha Bandyophyay of Ahemadabad IIM and 

Subrata Sarkar of IGIDR, Mumbai 

 

PNB PARTNERSHIP WITH IIT KANPUR TO SET UP 

FIC 

 

Punjab National Bank has 

partnered with IIT Kanpur 

and the Foundation for 

Innovation & Research in 

Science & Technology 

(FIRST) to set up a ‘Fintech 

Innovation Centre (FIC)’ at 

the institute’s campus.  

 

PNB and IIT Kanpur will jointly work to set up this 

innovation centre as a vehicle for research and 

development of technological solutions, with the help of 

FIRST, to address challenges and explore opportunities 

in the Banking, financial services and insurance (BFSI) 

space. 

 

The collaboration of technical prowess from IIT Kanpur 

and financial expertise of PNB makes it an apt “Fin-

Tech” partnership that will help build innovations and 

entrepreneurial excellence. 

 

DAVOS AGENDA SUMMIT OF WORLD 

ECONOMIC FORUM 

 

Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi and 

Chinese President Xi 

Jinping will attend the 

Davos Agenda Summit. 

The Davos Agenda 

Summit was organized 

by the World Economic Forum.  

 

The "Great Reset Initiative" of the World Economic 

Forum will be launched during the Davos Agenda 

Summit. The theme of the Davos Agenda Summit in 2021 

is "Stakeholders Build a Cohesive and Sustainable 

World". 

 

US First: The US priority policy of the United States has 

caused a huge collapse in international agreements in the 
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past few years. It broke several global agreements 

including the Paris climate change agreement. 

 

Tensions in Iran: Under the authorization of US 

President Donald Trump, General Qassem Soleimani 

was killed by US troops in a drone attack. This has 

exacerbated geopolitical tensions between the United 

States and Iran. 

 

Since the Cold War, Russia's annexation of Crimea has 

put greater pressure on the tensions between the United 

States and Russia. 

 

In 2021, the World Economic Forum proposed a new 

bimodal system at its Davos meeting. One of the 

meetings is the usual Davos Agenda Summit, and the 

other is the new big reset initiative.  

 

NEW INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT SCHEME IN 

J&K 

 

The Cabinet Committee on 

Economic Affairs has 

approved an ambitious plan 

to promote industrial 

development in Jammu and 

Kashmir (J&K).  

 

The Indian government has allocated 28,400 crore rupees 

for industrial development planned for Jammu and 

Kashmir. The funds to be utilized to enhance the 

industrial sector in the region until 2037. 

 

The main purpose of the plan is to create employment 

opportunities, thereby promoting economic 

development, and promote the development of industry 

and service industries. In turn, this will attract new 

investment. 

 

The plan will provide 30% of capital investment 

incentives in the region. So far, the central government 

has invested a total of 11.23 billion rupees as part of the 

industrial policy in Kashmir. 

 

KERALA BECOMES 8TH STATE TO ‘EASE OF 

DOING BUSINESS' 

 

Kerala has become the 8th State in the country to 

successfully undertake “Ease of Doing Business” reform 

stipulated by the Department of Expenditure, Ministry of 

Finance.  

Kerala has become 

eligible to mobilize 

additional financial 

resources of Rs.2,373 

crore through Open 

Market Borrowings. 

Permission for the same 

was issued by the Department of Expenditure on 12th 

January 2021. 

 

Kerala has now joined the seven other States namely, 

Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, 

Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu and Telangana, who have 

completed this reform.  

 

AIRTEL PAYMENT BANKS LAUNCHES AIRTEL 

SAFE PAY 

 

To protect Airtel 

customers from the 

growing incidents of 

online payment frauds, 

Airtel Payments Bank 

has launched ‘Airtel 

Safe Pay’, a safe way to 

pay digitally.  

 

With ‘Airtel Safe Pay’, Airtel customers making UPI or 

net banking-based payments through Airtel Payments 

Bank, no longer have to worry about money flowing out 

of their accounts without their explicit consent. 

 

An India-First innovation, ‘Airtel Safe Pay’ leverages 

Airtel’s ‘telco exclusive’ strength of network intelligence 

to provide an additional layer of payment validation, 

compared to the industry norm of two-factor 

authentication. 

 

CHINA: WORLD'S LARGEST CURRENT ACCOUNT 

SURPLUS 

 

China overtook Germany 

to become the country with 

the world’s largest current 

account surplus in the year 

2020, as per a survey by the 

Munich-based Ifo institute.  

 

The current account surplus of China more than 

doubled to $310 billion in 2020, while the current account 

surplus of Germany shrank for the fifth year in a row in 

2020 to $261 billion.  
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The United States remained the country with the 

world’s largest current account deficit which rose 

roughly by a third to $635 billion in 2020 or 3.1% of 

economic output. Japan ranked third with a current 

account surplus of $158 billion. 

 

IMF REVISED THE PROJECTED GROWTH OF 

INDIAN ECONOMY 

 

The International 

Monetary Fund (IMF) 

has pegged the Indian 

economy to contract 

by 8 per cent in the 

current financial year 

2020-21, in its latest 

World Economic Outlook, released on 26 January 2021.  

 

The IMF expects GDP of India to rise to 11.5 per cent in 

the next financial year i.e. 2021-22. 

Apart from this, the IMF projected the global growth to 

contract at 3.5 per cent in 2020. The global economy is 

projected to grow by 5.5 per cent in 2021 and 4.2 per cent 

in 2022 as per the IMF. 

 

IMF Headquarters: Washington, D.C. U.S. 

IMF Managing Director and Chairman: Kristalina 

Georgieva. 

IMF Chief Economist: Gita Gopinath. 

 

UN FORECASTED INDIA'S ECONOMIC GROWTH 

TO BE 7.3% 

 

India’s economic growth is 

forecast to be 7.3 per cent in 

the Calendar Year 2021 by 

the UN.  

 

The Indian economy is 

estimated to contract by 9.6 

per cent in the Calendar year 2020, as per the World 

Economic Situation and Prospects 2021, produced by the 

United Nations Department of Economic and Social 

Affairs (UNDESA). 

 

In addition to this, the global economy is estimated to 

shrink by 4.3 per cent in 2020. The UN has estimated the 

Global GDP to recover to 4.7 per cent in 2021. 
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ARTICLE OF THE MONTH 

IMF'S UPDATED WORLD ECONOMIC OUTLOOK 
 

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) on January 26, 2021 revised its gross 

domestic product (GDP) projections upward for the current fiscal year and FY 2022 

in its forecast update submitted to the World Economic Outlook report. In its updated 

forecast, the IMF has predicted India's economy to contract narrowly by 8 percent in 

the current financial year in comparison to the earlier projected contraction of 10.3 

percent. The International body has further projected India to report a double-digit 

expansion in FY 2022. India is predicted to grow by 11.5% in 2021-22 and 6.8% in 

2022-23 as the economy shows signs of revival after the arrival of the COVID-19 

vaccine and pick-up in economic activity.  

 

ABOUT THE UPDATED PROJECTION 

 

The IMF in its update to the World Economic Outlook (WEO) has projected 

the world economy to contract by 3.5 percent in 2020 and to recover a little faster 

and grow at 5.5% in 2021. The IMF has projected India to be the fastest growing 

major economy for the next two years, displacing China, which is estimated 

to grow by 8.1% and 5.6% in the next two years. The forecast update also 

predicts a narrower contraction for the Indian economy in 2020-21 than the 

previously estimated contraction of 10.3 percent. China is predicted to be the 

only major economy to post-expansion in 2020, it is expected to grow by 2.3% 

in the current fiscal year. IMF chief economist Gita Gopinath said at a virtual 

press conference after the release of the report that the FY21 upgrade for India 

is because mobility came back much faster than expected. However, she added 

saying that India is still 9% below its pre-pandemic projection level, cumulating 

for FY21 and FY22, even after the projected faster bounce back in FY22. 

 

INDIA'S SPECIFIC PROJECTION 

 

FY 2020-21: For the current fiscal, the IMF had forecast a record 10.3% contraction. 

 

FY 2021-22: For the next fiscal, starting from April 1st, GDP growth projection is at 11.5%, 2.7% higher than the 

projection made in October, 2020. 

 

Last October, the IMF had projected an 8.8% real GDP growth for India in FY 2021-22, highest globally. 

 

FY 2022-23: In FY 2022-23, the economy will likely grow 6.8%. 

 

Governments Projection for 2020-21: The latest revision for the current fiscal is higher than the government’s first 

advance estimate of 7.7% and also the RBI’s estimate of 7.5%. 

 

Reason for Increase in the Estimates by IMF: India has taken very decisive action, very decisive steps to deal with the 

pandemic and to deal with the economic consequences of it. 

  

The IMF was set up along with 

the World Bank after the 

Second World War to assist in 

the reconstruction of war-ravaged 

countries. The two organisations 

were agreed to be set up at a 

conference in Bretton Woods in 

the US. Hence, they are known as 

the Bretton Woods twins. 

Created in 1945, the IMF is 

governed by and accountable to 

the 189 countries that make up its 

near-global membership.India 

joined on December 27, 1945. 

The IMF's primary purpose is to 

ensure the stability of the 

international monetary system. 
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GOVERNMENT MEASURES TO DEAL WITH THE PANDEMIC 

 

Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana: The government announced Rs 1.70 lakh crore relief package under the newly 

framed Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana for the poor to help them fight the battle against covid-19. The central 

government’s package comes a week after Kerala first announced a Rs 20,000-crore support for its people. Many states 

including Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab, Telangana and Rajasthan followed suit. 

 

Reserve Bank of India’s Covid19 Economic Relief Package: After the Government’s announcement of Pradhan Mantri 

Gareeb Kalyan Yojana, the Reserve Bank of India’s Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) has come out with its own 

measures to help deal with economic fallout of COVID-19 pandemic. This was the first time that the MPC met outside 

its bi-monthly meeting calendar. According to the International Monetary Fund (IMF) chief Kristalina Georgieva, the 

world has entered a recession that will be worse than the one in 2009, following the global financial crisis. Recession 

implies significant decline in general economic activity. 

 

Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan (or Self-reliant India Mission): The Self-Reliant India Mission aims towards cutting down 

import dependence by focussing on substitution while improving safety compliance and quality goods to gain global 

market share. Government announced liquidity measures for businesses, especially Micro, Small and Medium 

enterprises (MSMEs) under the Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan. 

 

GLOBAL PROJECTION ON ECONOMY 

 

Global Economy: The global economy is projected to grow 5.5% in 2021 and 

4.2% in 2022. The IMF also saw a narrower 3.5% contraction in world output in 

2020 as opposed to a 4.4% decline seen earlier. It attributed the 0.3% point 

upward revision for 2021 to “expectations of a vaccine-powered strengthening 

of activity later in the year and additional policy support in a few large 

economies.  

 

Global Trade Volumes: They are forecasted to grow about 8% in 2021. The IMF expects oil prices to rise in 2021 by just 

over 20% from the low base for 2020 but they will still remain well below their average for 2019. Non-oil commodity 

prices are also expected to increase with those of metals, in particular, projected to accelerate strongly in 2021. 

 

Other Economies with High percentage of Growth: China would grow 8.1% in 2021, followed by Spain (5.9%) and 

France (5.5 %). China, which was the only major country to register a growth rate of 2.3 % in 2020, will expand 5.6% 

in 2022. 

 

Increased Inequality: The report highlighted the pandemic-induced acceleration in inequality by reiterating that close 

to 90 million people are likely to fall below the extreme poverty threshold during 2020-21 as workers with less 

education, women, youth, those in contact-intensive sectors, and those informally employed suffer disproportionate 

livelihood and income losses. The pandemic is expected to reverse the progress made in poverty reduction across the 

past two decades. It can be noted that recently, the Inequality Virus Report, released by Oxfam International, has also 

found that the Covid pandemic deeply increased the existing inequalities in India and around the world. 

 

FINANCE MINISTER PRESENTED ECONOMIC SURVEY 2020-21 

 

Recently, the Union Minister of Finance presented the Economic Survey that details the 

state of the economy ahead of the government's budget for the fiscal year beginning 1st 

April, 2021. The Economic Survey of India is an annual document released by the 

Ministry of Finance, Government of India. It contains the most authoritative and updated 

source of data on India’s economy. It is a report that the government presents on the state 

of the economy in the past one year, the key challenges it anticipates, and their possible 

solutions.  
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The Economic Survey document is prepared by the Economics Division of the Department of Economic Affairs 

(DEA) under the guidance of the Chief Economic Advisor. It is usually presented a day before the Union Budget is 

presented in the Parliament. The first Economic Survey in India was presented in the year 1950-51. Up to 1964, it was 

presented along with the Union Budget. From 1964 onwards, it has been delinked from the Budget. 

 

INDIAN ECONOMY AND COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

 

Strategy to face the pandemic: Human lives lost cannot be brought back. Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth will 

recover from the temporary shock caused by the Covid-19 pandemic.  India’s policy response also derived from 

extensive research on epidemiology, especially that looked at Spanish Flu of 1918. One of the key insights was that 

pandemic spreads faster in higher and denser population and intensity of lockdown matters most at the beginning of 

the pandemic.  

 

Four Pillar Strategy: India adopted a unique four-pillar strategy of containment, fiscal, financial, and long-term 

structural reforms. Calibrated fiscal and monetary support was provided given the evolving economic situation. A 

favorable monetary policy ensured abundant liquidity and immediate relief to debtors via temporary moratoria, while 

facilitating monetary policy transmission. Cushioning the vulnerable in the lockdown and boosting consumption and 

investment while unlocking, mindful of fiscal repercussions and entailing debt sustainability.  

 

Covid pandemic affected both demand and supply: India was the only country to announce structural reforms to expand 

supply in the medium-long term and avoid long-term damage to productive capacities. The Rs. 1.46-lakh crore 

Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme is expected to make India an integral part of the global supply chain and 

create huge employment opportunities. Demand-side measures have been announced in a calibrated manner. A public 

investment programme centered around the National Infrastructure Pipeline to accelerate the demand push and further 

the recovery. 

 

ECONOMIC RECOVERY AFTER LOCKDOWN 

 

V-shaped Economic Recovery after Lockdown: Starting July 2020, a resilient V-shaped 

recovery is underway. V-shaped recovery is a type of economic recession and recovery 

that resembles a "V" shape in charting. Specifically, a V-shaped recovery represents the 

shape of a chart of economic measures economists create when examining recessions and 

recoveries. A V-shaped recovery is characterized by a quick and sustained recovery in 

measures of economic performance after a sharp economic decline.  

 

Significance: This path would entail a growth in real Gross Domestic Product (GDP) by 

2.4% over the absolute level of 2019-20 - implying that the economy would take two years 

to reach and go past the pre-pandemic level. 

 

GDP’s Estimation: India’s real GDP to record a growth of 11% in 2021-22 and nominal GDP by 15.4% - the highest 

since independence. These projections are in line with International Monetary Fund estimates. India’s GDP is 

estimated to contract by 7.7% in the Financial Year (FY) 2020-21, composed of a sharp 15.7% decline in the first half and 

a modest 0.1% fall in the second half. Desirable to use counter-cyclical fiscal policy to enable growth during economic 

downturns. Counter-cyclical fiscal policy refers to the steps taken by the government that go against the direction of 

the economic or business cycle. Thus, in a recession or slowdown, the government increases expenditure and reduces 

taxes to create a demand that can drive an economic boom.  

 

PRIMARY AND THE ALLIED SECTOR 

 

The services sector accounts for over 54% of India’s Gross Value Added (GVA) and nearly four-fifths of total Foreign 

Direct Investments (FDI) inflow into India. Services sector accounts for 48% of total exports, outperforming goods 

exports in recent years. Key indicators such as Services Purchasing Managers’ Index, rail freight traffic, and port 

traffic, are all displaying a V-shaped recovery after a sharp decline during the lockdown. The Indian start-up 
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ecosystem has been progressing well amidst the Covid-19 pandemic, being home to 38 unicorns - adding a record 

number of 12 start-ups to the unicorn list last year 

Agriculture: The Agriculture and Allied activities clocked a growth of 3.4%. As per the Provisional Estimates of National 

Income released by Central Statistical Organization in May, 2020, the share of Agriculture and Allied Sectors in Gross 

Value Added (GVA) of the country at current prices is 17.8% for the year 2019-20. 

 

Export: In 2019-20, the major agricultural and allied export destinations were the USA, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Nepal and 

Bangladesh. The top agriculture and related products exported from India were marine products, basmati rice, buffalo 

meat, spices, non-basmati rice, cotton raw, oil meals, sugar, castor oil and tea. 

 

Farm Laws: It strongly defended new farm laws, saying they herald a new era of market freedom which can go a long 

way in improving lives of small and marginal farmers in India. These legislations were designed "primarily" for the 

benefit of "small and marginal farmers", which constitute around 85% of the total number of farmers and are the 

biggest sufferer of the "regressive" Agricultural Produce Market Committee (APMC) -regulated market regime. 

 

Defence Sector: The allocated capital budget for defence has been fully utilised since 2016-17, reversing the previous 

trends of surrender of funds. 

 

Healthcare: Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY): PM-JAY contributed to improvement in many health 

outcomes in States that implemented the ambitious programme the Centre had launched more than two years ago to 

provide healthcare access to most vulnerable sections. National Health Mission (NHM) played a critical role in 

mitigating inequity as the access of the poorest to pre-natal/post-natal care and institutional deliveries increased 

significantly. The scheme should be given prominence under  

 

Ayushman Bharat: An increase in government spending on the healthcare sector – from the current 1% to 2.5-3% of 

GDP – as envisaged in the National Health Policy 2017 could reduce out-of-pocket expenditures. 

 

Education: India has attained a literacy level of almost 96% at the elementary school level. 

As per National Sample Survey (NSS), the literacy rate of persons of age 7 years and above at the All India level stood 

at 77.7% but the differences in literacy rate attainment among social-religious groups, as well as gender still persists. 

Female literacy remained below the national average among social groups of SC, ST, OBC, including religious groups 

of Hinduism and Islam. The percentage of enrolled children from government and private schools owning a smart 

phone increased enormously from 36.5% in 2018 to 61.8% in 2020 in rural India. PM eVIDYA is a comprehensive 

initiative to unify all efforts related to digital/online/on-air education to enable multi-mode and equitable access to 

education for students and teachers. Around 92 courses have started and 1.5 crore students are enrolled under Swayam 

Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) which are online courses relating to the National Institute of Open Schooling. 

 

Localization of SDGs is crucial to any strategy aimed at achieving the goals under the 2030 Agenda. Sustainable 

development remains core to the development strategy despite the unprecedented Covid-19 pandemic crisis. Eight 

National Missions under the National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) focused on the objectives of 

adaptation, mitigation and preparedness on climate risks. Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC) states that 

finance is a critical enabler of climate change action.  

 

The International Solar Alliance (ISA) launched two new initiatives – ‘World Solar Bank’ and ‘One Sun One World 

One Grid Initiative’ – poised to bring about a solar energy revolution globally.  

 

Social Infrastructure, Employment and Human Development: The combined (Centre and States) social sector 

expenditure as % of GDP has increased in 2020-21 compared to last year. India’s rank in Human development Index 

(HDI) 2019 was recorded at 131, out of a total 189 countries. Government’s incentive to boost employment through 

Aatmanirbhar Bharat Rozgar Yojana and rationalization and simplification of existing labour codes into 4 codes. 
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APPOINTMENTS 
UMESH SINHA NAMED AS DY. ELECTION 

COMMISSIONER OF INDIA 

 

Umesh Sinha has been 

named as the deputy 

election commissioner in 

the Election Commission of 

India. 

 

The Appointments 

Committee of the Cabinet 

cleared the extension in the term of reemployment of 

Sinha as deputy election commissioner. 

 

Chief Election Commissioner of India: Sunil Arora. 

Chief Election Commissioner Formed: 25 January 1950. 

Chief Election Commissioner Headquarters: New Delhi. 

 

ISRO CHAIRMAN K SIVAN TERM EXTENDED FOR 

ONE YEAR 

 

The Central Government 

has approved the 

extension of the term of 

ISRO Chairman K Sivan, 

for a period of one year.  

 

ISRO chief has imminent 

knowledge in Aerospace engineering, Space 

Transportation Systems Engineering, Launch vehicles, 

mission simulation software design and many other 

operations related to Space programs.  

 

He is also the main architect of 6D trajectory simulation 

software, SITARA which is the foundation of both the 

real-time and non-real-time trajectory simulations of all 

vehicles developed in the space agency. 

 

ISRO Headquarters: Bengaluru, Karnataka. 

ISRO established: 15 August 1969 

 

SUNEET SHARMA APPOINTED AS CEO OF 

RAILWAY BOARD 

 

The appointments committee of the Cabinet has 

approved Suneet Sharma appointment as Chairman & 

CEO of Railway Board, Ministry of Railways and ex-

officio Principal Secretary to Government of India.  

 

Prior to this, Suneet 

Sharma worked as 

General Manager, Eastern 

Railway. 

 

A graduate in Mechanical 

and Electrical 

Engineering he has more than 40 years of experience 

serving in the Indian Railways in various capacities.  He 

has done stints in Operational working, maintenance in 

Sheds, Depots and Workshops. 

 

Railway Board Founded: March 1905. 

Headquarters of Railway Board: New Delhi. 

 

CP MOHANTY APPOINTED AS NEW VICE-CHIEF 

OF ARMY STAFF 

 

Lieutenant General 

Chandi Prasad Mohanty 

has been appointed as 

the new Vice-chief of 

Army staff. He would 

assume the office on 

February 1, 2021, from Lt 

General SK Saini, who 

is superannuating on 31 January 2021.  

 

Lt General CP Mohanty is an alumnus of Rashtriya 

Indian Military College, Dehradun, and National 

Defence Academy. He is a June 1982 batch Infantry 

Officer from the Rajput Regiment. 

 

Vice-Chief of Army Staff is the deputy head and the 

second-highest-ranking officer of the Indian Army. The 

position is held by the senior officer in the rank of Lt-

General, of the Commander in Chief grade. 

 

APPOINTMENT OF TWO NEW MD TO SBI 

 

The appointments 

committee (ACC) of 

the Cabinet has 

approved the 

appointment of 

Swaminathan 

Janakiraman and 

Ashwini Kumar Tewari as new Managing Directors 
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(MDs) of State Bank of India (SBI) for a period of three 

years.  

 

Prior to this, Swaminathan Janakiraman was the deputy 

managing director (Finance) at SBI and Ashwini Kumar 

Tewari was serving as MD & CEO of SBI Card, a 

subsidiary of SBI. 

 

SBI is headed by a Chairman and four managing 

directors. Dinesh Kumar Khara is the current Chairman 

of the bank.  

 

JAY SHAH NAMED AS REPRESENTATIVE OF BCCI 

TO ICC 

 

Jay Shah has been named 

as the official 

representative of Board 

of Control for Cricket in 

India (BCCI) for the 

International Cricket 

Council (ICC) Board 

meetings. Shah is the Secretary of the Board of Control 

for Cricket in India (BCCI).  

 

He will replace BCCI president Sourav Ganguly, who 

was currently representing India at the ICC Board, but he 

suffered a heart condition recently and had to be 

admitted to hospital where he underwent primary 

angioplasty. 

 

The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) is the 

governing body for cricket in India. The board was 

formed in December 1928 as a society, registered under 

the Tamil Nadu Societies Registration Act.  

 

President of BCCI: Sourav Ganguly. 

Headquarters of BCCI: Mumbai, Maharashtra. 

 

KIRAN M. SHAW ELECTED AS ONE OF VICE 

CHAIR OF USIBC 

 

The US-India Business 

Council (USIBC) has 

selected three top corporate 

leaders as the Vice-Chairs 

of 2021 Global Board of 

Directors of USIBC with 

immediate effect.  

 

The three new appointees will now work with USIBC 

President Nisha Biswal and the Council’s policy 

directors, for strengthening US-India commercial 

relationship for the future. 

 

The three newly appointed VCs are 

 

Biocon Executive Chairperson: Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw. 

Amway CEO: Milind Pant. 

Vice-chair at Nasdaq: Edward Knight. 

USIBC has strengthened its leadership team as it plans to 

work with the new Joe Biden-led US administration. The 

Council advocates for strengthening US-India 

commercial relationship for the future.  
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AWARDS & HONOR 
BUSINESS STANDARD BANKER OF THE YEAR 

2019-20 

 

Shyam Srinivasan, 

managing director and 

chief executive officer 

(CEO) of Federal Bank, is 

the Business Standard 

Banker of the Year for 

2019-20.  

 

The award was given for his bank’s consistent healthy 

performance at a time when most of its peers witnessed 

large stress on asset quality, registered losses, or even 

invited regulatory actions. 

 

The unanimous decision was taken by a high-profile jury 

of five, chaired by former RBI deputy governor S S 

Mundra.  

 

He was chosen for his bank’s consistent healthy 

performance at a time when most of its peers witnessed 

losses or other issues. 

 

SUBHASH C. BOSE AAPDA PRABANDAN 

PURASKAR 2021 

 

The Subhash Chandra 

Bose Aapda Prabandhan 

Puraskar 2021 has been 

conferred upon Dr 

Rajendra Kumar 

Bhandari in the 

Individual category and 

Sustainable Environment and Ecological Development 

Society (SEEDS) in Institutional category.  

 

The award carries a cash prize of Rs 51 lakh and a 

certificate for an institution and Rs 5 lakh and a 

certificate in case of an individual. 

 

The Government of India announces the award every 

year on January 23, the birth anniversary of Netaji 

Subhash Chandra Bose, to recognise and honour the 

invaluable contribution and selfless service rendered by 

individuals and organisations in India in the field of 

disaster management. 

 

PT. SATISH VYAS CONFERRED PRESTIGIOUS 

TANSEN SAMMAN 

 

In Madhya Pradesh, 96th 

Tansen Music Festival 

began in Gwalior with 

strict COVID-19 

guidelines in place.  

 

In the inaugural ceremony 

renowned santoor player, Pandit Satish Vyas was 

conferred upon the prestigious Tansen Samman. 

 

Bhopal-based institution Abhinav Kala Parishad was 

honoured with Raja Mansingh Tomar award. The 

festival pays tribute to Tansen, one of 9 gems in Akbar’s 

court. 

 

26TH KOLKATA INTERNATIONAL FILM 

FESTIVAL (KIFF) 

 

West Bengal CM, 

Mamata Banerjee has 

inaugurated the 26th 

Kolkata International 

Film Festival (KIFF).  

 

The inaugural ceremony was also virtually attended by 

Bollywood superstar and West Bengal’s brand 

ambassador Shah Rukh Khan from Mumbai.  

 

Legendary filmmaker Satyajit Ray’s classic ‘Apur 

Sansar’ will be the inaugural film of the festival in which 

131 movies from 45 countries will be screened till January 

13. 

 

Films will be screened at Rabindra Sadan, Nandan, Sisir 

Mancha and Rabindra Okakura Bhavan in Salt Lake.  
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SPORTS  
KHELO INDIA ICE HOCKEY TOURNAMENT IN 

KARGIL 

 

Khelo India Ice Hockey 

Tournament organised 

at Chiktan in Kàrgil, 

Ladakh. For the first 

time, the women team of 

Chiktan also 

participated in the Khelo 

India Games in Kargil district.  

 

There are 13 teams from different villages of Chiktan 

participating in the tournament, which include 11 men’s 

teams and 2 women’s teams. 

 

The tournament was inaugurated by SDM Shakar 

Chiktan and the Chief Guest of the event Kacho Asgar 

Ali khan in the presence of ZPEO Chiktan Ghulam 

Rasool along with in-charge police post-Chiktan. 

 

Union Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports: Kiren Rijiju. 

Lieutenant Governor of Ladakh: Radha Krishna Mathur. 

 

FIRST FEMALE MATCH OFFICIAL IN MEN'S TEST 

MATCH 

 

Australia’s Claire 

Polosak is set to become 

the first female match 

official in a men’s Test 

match when she takes up 

the fourth umpire’s role 

in the third Test 

between India and Australia.  

 

The 32-year-old from New South Wales has already 

earned the distinction of being the first woman on-field 

umpire in a men’s ODI match in ICC’s Division 2 league 

between Namibia and Oman played at the Windhoek in 

2019. 

 

As per ICC rules for Test matches, the fourth umpire is 

appointed by the home cricket board from their nominees 

to the International Panel of ICC Umpires and from the 

host country. 

 

Chairman of ICC: Greg Barclay. 

CEO of ICC: Manu Sawhney. 

Headquarters of ICC: Dubai, United Arab Emirates. 

 

ODISHA TO HOST 2023 FIH MEN'S HOCKEY 

WORLD CUP 

 

Hockey India and the 

Odisha government are 

gearing up to host the FIH 

Men's Hockey World Cup 

in 2023 for a record fourth 

time since the inception of 

the tournament in 1971.  

 

The 2023 FIH Men's Hockey World Cup is scheduled to 

be held in Bhubaneswar and Rourkela in Odisha from 

January 13-29, 2023. 

 

The hosting of the tournament in 2023 holds great 

significance, as India will be completing 75 years of 

independence in 2023 and Hockey India did not want to 

miss out on the opportunity to showcase the growth of 

the sport in the country in the landmark year. 

 

India had also hosted the 14th edition of the Men's 

Hockey World Cup in 2018, when all the matches were 

held at the Kalinga Hockey Stadium in Bhubaneswar. 

 

YONEX THAILAND OPEN BADMINTON 

TOURNAMENT 2021 

 

Reigning Olympic 

champion Carolina Marin 

bolstered her chances of 

defending her title in Tokyo 

later this year after claiming 

the Thailand Open in 

Bangkok over top seed Tai 

Tzu-Ying.  

 

The Yonex Thailand Open Super 1000 badminton 

tournament was held from 12 January 2021 to 17 January 

2021. It was the first badminton tournament of 2021 by 

Badminton World Federation (BWF). 

 

Men’s Category: Viktor Axelsen (Denmark) defeated 

Angus Long (Hong Kong) to clinch the Men’s Singles 

Title. 
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Women’s Category: Carolina Marin (Spain) defeated Tai 

Tzu-Ying (Taiwan) to bag the Women’s Singles Title. 

 

Winners of Doubles Title: In the Men’s Doubles, 

Taiwan’s Lee Yang & Wang Chi-Lin beat Malaysia’s 

Goh V Shem & Tan Wee Kiong to bag the Doubles Title. 

 

In the Women’s Doubles, Indonesia’s Greysia Polii & 

Apriyani Rahayu defeated Thailand’s Jongkolphan 

Kititharakul & Rawinda Prajongjai to clinch the Doubles 

Title. 

 

Winners of Mixed Doubles: Thailand’s Dechapol 

Puavaranukroh and Sapsiree Taerattanachai defeated 

Indonesia’s Praveen Jordan & Melati Daeva Oktavianti to 

clinch the mixed doubles title. 
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DATES & DAYS 
WORLD BRAILLE DAY OBSERVED: 4TH JANUARY 

 

World Braille Day is 

observed globally on 4th 

January since 2019.  

 

The day is celebrated to 

raise awareness of the 

importance of Braille as a 

means of communication 

in the full realization of the human rights for blind and 

partially sighted people.  

 

The day is marked remembering the birth anniversary of 

Louis Braille, the inventor of Braille – for people with 

visual disabilities. Louis Braille was born on 4th January 

1809 in the town of Coupvray in northern France. 

 

PRAVASI BHARATIYA DIVAS OR NRI DAY: 9TH 

JANUARY 

 

Pravasi Bharatiya Divas or 

NRI Day is celebrated 

every year on January 9 to 

mark the contribution of 

the overseas Indian 

community in the 

development of India.  

 

The day is celebrated every year to mark the 

contribution of the overseas Indian community in the 

development of India.  

 

The aim of celebrating the day is to provide a platform 

for NRI to express their perceptions about India and 

thereby involve them in Indian developmental activities.  

The theme of 16th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas Convention 

2021 is “Contributing to Aatmanirbhar Bharat”. 

 

WORLD HINDI DAY CELEBRATED GLOBALLY: 

10TH JAN 

 

The World Hindi Day is 

celebrated annually on 

January 10 since 2006 to 

promote the language at 

the global stage.  

 

The day marks the anniversary of first World Hindi 

Conference which was inaugurated on January 10, 1975, 

by the then prime minister Indira Gandhi. 

 

It must be noted that the National Hindi Day is 

celebrated in India on September 14 every year. On that 

day in 1949, the constituent assembly adopted Hindi, 

written in Devanagari script, as the official language of 

the Union. 

 

NATIONAL YOUTH DAY 2020: 12TH JANUARY 

 

National Youth Day is 

celebrated in India every 

year on 12 January to 

commemorate the birth 

anniversary of Swami 

Vivekananda.  

 

The day was declared by the 

Government of India in 1984 while the event was first 

celebrated in 1985.   

 

The main aim behind this is to make sure that the 

students across the country can be encouraged to learn 

about the life, the ideas and philosophy of Swami 

Vivekananda and apply them in their lives. 

 

In 2021, we are observing 158th birth anniversary of 

Swami Vivekanand (12 January 1863). The theme for 

National Youth Day 2021 is ‘Channelizing Youth Power 

for Nation Building‘. 

 

ARMED FORCES VETERANS DAY:. 14TH JANUARY 

 

In India, the Armed Forces 

Veterans Day is observed 

each year on 14 January 

since 2017 to acknowledge 

and honour the selfless 

devotion and sacrifice of 

our veterans in the service 

of the nation.  

 

The day was initially called Armistice Day. 2021 marks 

the 5th Armed Forces Veterans Day. 

 

The day is observed as a mark of respect and recognition 

of the services rendered by Field Marshal KM Cariappa 
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OBE, the first Indian Commander-in-Chief of the Indian 

Armed Forces who retired on 14 January 1953. 

 

INDIAN ARMY DAY: 15TH JANUARY 

 

The Army Day in India 

is celebrated on 15 

January every year, to 

salute the valiant 

soldiers who sacrificed 

their lives to protect the 

country and its citizens.  

 

This year marks the 73rd Indian Army Day. The Army 

Day is celebrated at all Army Command headquarters to 

honour our country’s soldiers who set the greatest 

example of selfless service and brotherhood, and above 

all, love for the country. 

 

The day is marked to commemorate the day when 

General (later Field Marshal) KM Carriappa took over 

the command of Army from General Sir FRR Bucher, 

the last British Commander-in-Chief in 1949 and 

became the first Commander-in-Chief of Indian Army 

post Independence. 

 

28th Chief of Army Staff: General Manoj Mukund 

Naravane. 

 

JANUARY 23RD TO BE CELEBRATED AS 

'PARAKRAM DIWAS' 

 

The birth anniversary of 

Netaji Subhash Chandra 

Bose, on January 23, as 

‘Parakram Diwas’ every 

year, the Ministry of 

Culture announced.  

 

The day is celebrated to honour and remember Netaji’s 

indomitable spirit and selfless service to the nation.  

 

Earlier this month, the Ministry of Culture held a high-

level committee, headed by Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi, to commemorate the 125th birth anniversary of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in a befitting manner. 

 

PARAKRAM DIWAS CELEBRATED ON 23RD 

JANUARY 

 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s, 125th birth anniversary 

on 23 January 2021 is observed as Parakram Diwas. The 

day is celebrated to honour and remember Netaji’s 

indomitable spirit and selfless service to the nation.  

 

Netaji’ was born on 

January 23, 1897, in 

Cuttack in Odisha. He 

graduated from Kolkata 

and proved his mettle by 

becoming an Indian Civil 

Services (ICS) officer. 

But he left the comfort and amenities that came with his 

job and decided to be part of the freedom struggle. 

 

With the slogan “Give me blood and I will give you 

freedom”, he awakened the country towards fighting 

against the British. 

 

NATIONAL VOTER'S DAY: 25TH JANUARY 

 

India observes 

“National Voters’ Day” 

every year on January 25 

to encourage more 

young voters to take part 

in the political process.  

 

2021 marks the 11th 

National Voters’ Day (NVD). The theme of NVD 2021 is, 

‘Making Our Voters Empowered, Vigilant, Safe and 

Informed’.  

 

The day has been started from January 25, 2011, to mark 

the Foundation day of Election Commission of India 

(ECI), which was established on 25th January 1950. 

 

1st Chief Election Commissioner of Independent India- 

Sukumar Sen. 

Sunil Arora is the current 23rd Chief Election 

Commissioner. 

 

NATIONAL GIRL CHILD DAY: 24TH JANUARY 

 

In India, the National 

Girl Child Day (NGCD) 

is observed annually on 

January 24. The day aims 

to focus on the 

inequalities faced by 

girls, to promote the 

education, health & nutrition of the girl child, and to 

spread awareness about the rights of a girl child.  
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The day was observed for the first time in 2008 as an 

initiative by the Ministry of Women and Child 

Development and the Government of India. 

 

The day was initiated by the Ministry of Women and 

Child Development to spread awareness among people 

about all the inequalities faced by girls in the country. 

Promote awareness about the rights of a girl child. 

Increase awareness on the importance of girl education, 

health, and nutrition. 

 

MARTYR'S DAY OR SHAHEED DIWAS: 30TH 

JANUARY 

 

Martyr’s Day or Shaheed Diwas is observed every year 

on January 30 in the memory of Mahatma Gandhi, who 

was assassinated at Gandhi Smriti in the Birla House by 

Nathuram Godse in 1948.  

 

The day is observed to 

remember the sacrifices 

made by freedom 

fighters in the struggle 

for India’s independence 

and to pay our respects 

to them. 

 

Notably, Martyrs’ Day is also observed in India on 

March 23 to pay respect to Bhagat Singh, Shivaram 

Rajguru and Sukhdev Thapar, who was hanged death 

on this day in 1931. 

 

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, popularly known as 

Mahatma Gandhi or Bapu. Mahatma Gandhi, regarded 

as Father of the Nation, was the torch-bearer of India’s 

struggle for freedom and was revered by everyone for his 

non-violent approach against the British Raj. 

  

 

 

 

 

Follow Us on Instagram & Telegram  

@success_mantra_digital  
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REPORT & INDEXES 
AMBANI ON 12TH SPOT IN BLOOMBERG 

BILLIONAIRES INDEX 

 

India’s richest man 

Mukesh Ambani, the 

chairman and Managing 

Director of Reliance 

Industries Limited (RIL) 

dropped down to 12th spot 

in the Bloomberg 

Billionaires Index 2021 (as on 2nd January 2021).  

 

The net worth of Ambani dropped from 90 billion USD 

(around Rs. 6.62 lakh crore) (in early 2020) to 76.7 billion 

USD (around Rs. 5.6 lakh crore).  

 

Zhong Shanshan, referred to as “Lone Wolf”, has 

replaced Ambani as Asia’s richest person, he is one of 

the fastest in the history to achieve the feat. 

 

RBI RELEASED DIGITAL PAYMENTS INDEX (DPI) 

 

Reserve Bank of India 

has launched a Digital 

Payments Index (DPI) to 

capture the extent of 

digitization of 

digital/electronic 

payments across the 

country.  

 

This RBI-Digital Payments Index (DPI) has 5 broad 

parameters that will be used for the measurement of 

deepening and penetration of digital payments. 

 

These parameters and their weightage are as under: 

 

Payment Enablers (weight 25%), 

Payment Infrastructure – Demand-side factors (10%), 

Payment Infrastructure – Supply-side factors (15%), 

Payment Performance (45%) and 

Consumer Centricity (5%). 

 

ELON MUSK BECOMES WORLD'S RICHEST MAN 

 

According to the Bloomberg Billionaires Index, Tesla 

CEO Elon Musk overtakes Amazon’s Jeff Bezos to 

become the world’s richest person. Elon Musk had a net 

worth of more than $188.5 billion.  

A 6% rise in Tesla (TSLA) 

shares early Thursday lifted 

the value of its CEO’s stock 

holdings and options by $10 

billion, taking his net worth 

to about $188.5 billion.  

 

A more modest rise of less 

than 2% lifted Bezos’ Amazon (AMZN) shares by about 

$3 billion, putting his net worth at $187 billion. Bill Gates 

is now a distant third at $132 billion, according to 

Bloomberg. 

 

Tesla Founded: 1 July 2003. 

Tesla Headquarters: California, United States. 

 

WORLD FOOD PRICE INDEX RELEASED BY FAO 

 

Food Price Index of the 

Food & Agriculture 

Organization - FAO 

averaged 107.5 points in 

December 2020, which is 

an increase of 2.3 points 

from November 2020. This 

is the 7th consecutive 

month of growth.  

 

The food price index was established in 1996 as a public 

good. The Price Index is a public good in order to help 

monitoring the development of the global agricultural 

market. 

 

Food and Agriculture Organization - FAO is one of the 

specialized agencies of the United Nations (UN), leading 

international efforts to eradicate hunger globally. On 

October 16, World Food Day is observed every year 

globally. Celebrate this day to mark the tenth 

anniversary of the founding of FAO in 1945.  

 

INDIA RANKED 85TH HENLEY PASSPORT INDEX 

2021 

 

The Henley Passport Index 2021 has been released by 

Henley & Partners, based on the exclusive data from the 

International Air Transport Association (IATA).  

 



SM PRAVAHINI MONTHLY COMPENDIUM  WWW.SUCCESSMANTRA.IN JANUARY 2021 

 
As per the latest report, India has been ranked 85th 

among 110 countries, in the Henley Passport Index for 

2021, with a visa-free score of 58.  

 

Japan has once again 

topped the list of being 

the most powerful 

passport in the world, for 

the third consecutive year. 

 

International Air 

Transport Association Headquarters: Montreal, Canada. 

 

INDIA RANKED 4TH IN 'BREAK OUT 

ECONOMIES' 

 

Rapidly digitalising 

India was ranked 4th 

in “Break out 

Economies” in the 

third edition of the 

Digital Evolution 

Scorecard developed 

by Tufts University’s 

Fletcher School in partnership with Mastercard.  

 

China which leads the countries in the “Break Out 

Economies” group is more evolved digitally due mainly 

to its combination of rapidly growing demand and 

innovation. 

 

Third rank Indonesia, and India, which ranks number 

four in momentum, have displayed increasing digital 

momentum suggesting the potential to rapidly digitalise 

for both post-COVID economic recovery and longer-

term transformation. 

 

“Break Out Economies” are those that are digitalising 

very quickly and yet have a lot of room to grow before 

matching those in the developed economies, such as 

those in Europe and in more developed Asian countries 

like Singapore, South Korea, and Hong Kong. 

 

NITI AAYOG RELEASED INDIA INNOVATION 

INDEX 2.0 

 

NITI Aayog released the second edition of the India 

Innovation Index on 20 January 2021, along with the 

Institute for Competitiveness. India Innovation Index 

2.0 or 2nd edition has released by NITI Aayog Vice-

Chairman Rajiv Kumar.  

 

The index demonstrates the government’s continued 

commitment towards transforming the country into an 

innovation-driven economy. The report examines the 

innovation capabilities and performance of the states and 

union territories. 

 

In the India Innovation 

Index-2020, the States and 

Union Territories have 

been divided into the 17 

Major States, 9 City-States 

and Union Territories, and 10 North-East and Hill States. 

 

Karnataka retained its first position in the Major States 

category. Maharashtra moved one position higher and 

stood at 2nd spot while Tamil Nadu slide to 3rd 

position. 

 

TCS RANKED 3RD AS MOST VALUED IT-

SERVICES BRAND 

 

Tata Consultancy 

Services (TCS) has 

been ranked third 

most-valued IT 

services brand 

globally, after 

Accenture and IBM, 

according to a report by Brand Finance.   

 

Third-ranked TCS is rapidly closing the gap with IBM 

following a healthy 11% brand value increase to USD 15 

billion.   

 

Accenture retained the title of world’s most valuable 

and strongest IT services brand with record brand value 

of USD 26 billion, while IBM continued at the second 

place with a brand value of USD 16.1 billion. 

 

Four Indian IT services companies have secured spots in 

the top-10 globally, namely, TCS (3), Infosys (4), HCL (7) 

and Wipro (9). Accenture has retained the title of world’s 

most valuable and strongest IT services brand with a 

brand value of $26 billion. 

 

INDIA RANKED 86TH IN THE CPI 2020 

 

India has been ranked 86th among 180 countries in the 

Corruption Perception Index (CPI) 2020, released by 

Transparency International.  

 

This year, India’s rank has slipped six places compared 

to 2019, when it was ranked at 80th spot. The CPI score 
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for India in 2020 is 40. India is sharing its position jointly 

with Burkina Faso, Morocco, East Timor, Trinidad and 

Tobago and Turkey. 

 

Top Country: New Zealand and Denmark have jointly 

secured the first position with scores of 88. Lowest 

Country: Somalia and 

South Sudan rank 

lowest at 179th position 

with scores of 12. 

 

 

ARTICLE OF THE MONTH 

#INDIA INNOVATION INDEX BY NITI AAYOG 
 

The NITI Aayog is to launch the second edition of India Innovation Index. The Index ranks states of the country based 

on how they support innovation. The first edition of India Innovation Index was launched in 2019. 

 

About India Innovation Index 

 

The India Innovation Index was developed on the lines of Global 

Innovation Index. It attempts to create an extensive framework for the 

continuous evaluation of the innovation environment of the states and 

union territories in India. The index is calculated as the average of scores 

of two dimensions namely enablers and performance. The enablers 

provide the innovative capacities of the states and the performers give 

the benefits derived by the nation from the state’s innovation.  The 

enablers are human capital, investment, business environment, 

knowledge workers and safety and legal environment. The performance 

parameters are knowledge diffusion and knowledge output. 

 

Importance of India Innovation Index 

 

India has huge opportunities and potential to become the innovation leader of the world. The Innovation Index will 

act as an evaluator of innovation in the country.  This will help to channelize the improvement of innovation 

environment. Also, it will promote competitive federalism among the states. 

 

India Innovation Index, 2019 

 

Karnataka emerged as the topper in overall rankings in the category of major states in India Innovation Index, 2019. 

Maharashtra performed the best in the dimension of Enablers.  Sikkim topped the ranking in north eastern states 

category and Delhi topped the list in the category of Union Territories. 

 

Conclusion 

 

There is a need to improve the capability of top rung education institutions in the country to produce greater 

innovation outputs. Also, the spending on research and development should be increased with greater collaboration 

between the educational institutions and industries. A collaborative platform with innovators, investors and 

researchers will strengthen industry-academia linkages and will ease the technology transfer processes. 
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
NAVY & DRDO CONDUCTED THE MAIDEN 

TRIAL OF SAHAYAK-NG 

 

Defence Research and 

Development 

Organisation (DRDO) 

along with the Indian 

Navy conducted the 

successful maiden test 

trial of ‘SAHAYAK-

NG’ India’s first indigenously designed and developed 

Air Dropped Container from IL 38SD aircraft (Indian 

Navy) off the coast of Goa.  

 

SAHAYAK-NG is an advanced version of SAHAYAK 

Mk I.  

 

The newly developed GPS aided air dropped container is 

having the capability to carry a payload that weighs up 

to 50 kilograms and can be dropped from heavy aircraft. 

 

BEL AND NAVY INKS PACT FOR SUPPLY OF 

LASER DAZZLERS 

 

The Indian Navy has 

signed a contract with the 

Bharat Electronics 

Limited (BEL), to procure 

Light Amplification by 

Stimulated Emission of 

Radiation Dazzlers 

(Laser Dazzlers).  

 

It is the first time that this unique product is indigenously 

designed and developed for the Armed Forces. It is 

capable of dazzle and thereby suppress the 

person’s/optical sensor’s action with disability glare in 

case of non-compliance to orders. 

 

While this technology can disorient/ confuse/blind a 

person temporarily, it can also dazzle and distract 

aircraft/UAVs. 

 

Bharat Electronics Limited Chairman & Managing 

Director: M V Gowtama. 

Bharat Electronics Limited Headquarters: Bengaluru. 

 

CABINET APPROVED ACQUISITION OF 83 LCA 

TEJAS 

 

The Cabinet Committee 

on Security chaired by 

Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi 

approved the largest 

indegenous defence deal 

worth Rs 48,000 crores to 

procure 83 LCA Tejas fighters for the Indian Air Force.  

 

Under the deal, 73 LCA Tejas Mk-1A fighter aircraft and 

10 LCA Tejas Mk-1 Trainer aircraft will be procured at 

the cost of Rs. 45,696 Crore along with design and 

development of Infrastructure sanctions at Rs 1,202 

Crore.  

 

The deal is expected to be signed in the next few days 

with Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL). It will 

provide a major boost to the Make in India initiative in 

defence sector.   

 

INDIA'S FIRST 9MM MACHINE PISTOL 

DEVELOPED BY DRDO 

 

India’s first indigenous 

9mm Machine Pistol has 

been jointly developed by 

DRDO and Indian Army. 

Infantry School, Mhow 

and DRDO’s (ARDE), 

Pune have designed and 

developed this weapon using their resp ective expertise 

in the complementary areas.  

 

The weapon has been developed in a record time of four 

months. The weapon is aptly named “Asmi” meaning 

“Pride”, “Self-Respect” & “Hard Work”. 

 

The Machine Pistol fires the in-service 9mm 

ammunition and sports an upper receiver made from 

aircraft-grade Aluminium and lower receiver from 

carbon fibre. 
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INDIA TO PROCURE FIGHTER AIRCRAFT FROM 

RUSSIA 

 

The Government of 

India is set to procure 

21 MiG-29 and 12 

Sukhoi-30MKI fighter 

aircraft from Russia.  

 

Apart from this, the 

Centre will also purchase the upgrades of the existing 

fleets of aircraft from Russian state-run defence export 

arm Rosoboronexport. 

 

The new set of 21 MiG-29 will add to existing 59 such jets 

already with the Indian Air Force (IAF) and the 12 

Sukhoi-30MKIs, on the other hand, will add to the 

existing fleet of 272 such fighter aircraft. 

 

DRDO SUCCESSFULLY TEST FLIGHTS 'SAAW' 

 

The DRDO successfully 

conducted captive and 

release trial of 

indigenously developed 

Smart Anti-Airfield 

Weapon (SAAW) from 

Hawk-I aircraft of 

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) off the Odisha 

coast.  

 

This was the 9th successful mission of SAAW 

conducted by DRDO till now and the first test conducted 

from the Hawk-i aircraft. 

 

The 125 Kg class smart weapon SAAW was successfully 

test-fired from Indian Hawk-Mk132 of HAL. SAAW is 

indigenously designed and developed by DRDO’s 

Research Centre Imarat (RCI) Hyderabad. It is capable 

of engaging ground enemy airfield assets such as radars, 

bunkers, taxi tracks, and runways among others, up to a 

range of 100 km. 

 

ELON MUSK'S SPACEX CREATED A NEW RECORD 

 

SpaceX successfully 

launched its ambitious 

rideshare mission called 

Transporter-1, carrying 

143 small satellites, and 

created a new record of 

launching many satellites 

from a single rocket.  

 

With this launch, SpaceX broke the record set by ISRO 

in February 2017 for deploying 104 satellites onboard 

PSLV in a single mission. 

 

The SpaceX used two-stage Falcon 9 rocket for the 

mission, from the Space Launch Complex 40 at Cape 

Canaveral Space Force Station in Florida.  The 143 

satellites included 133 commercial and government 

satellites and 10 Starlink satellites of SpaceX. 
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ARTICLE OF THE MONTH 

NATIONAL MISSION ON QUANTUM TECHNOLOGY 
 

The detailed project report for a National Mission on Quantum Technology and 

Applications (NMQTA) has been drawn out and finalised. Union Budget 2020-21 

proposed to spend Rs 8,000 crore on the newly launched NMQTA. In 2018, the 

Department of Science & Technology unveiled a programme called Quantum-

Enabled Science & Technology (QuEST) and committed to investing Rs. 80 crore over 

the next three years to accelerate research. The mission seeks to develop quantum 

computing linked technologies amidst the second quantum revolution and make India 

the world’s third-biggest nation in the sector after the US and China. 

 

ABOUT QUANTUM TECHNOLOGY/COMPUTING 

 

Quantum Technology is based on the principles of Quantum mechanics that was developed in the early 20th century 

to describe nature at the scale of atoms and elementary particles. The first phase of this revolutionary technology has 

provided the foundations of our understanding of the physical world, including the interaction of light and matter, and 

led to ubiquitous inventions such as lasers and semiconductor transistors. A second revolution is currently underway 

with the goal of putting properties of quantum mechanics in the realms of computing. 

 

CONVENTIONAL AND QUANTUM COMPUTING 

 

Conventional computers process information in ‘bits’ or 1s and 0s, following classical physics under which our 

computers can process a ‘1’ or a ‘0’ at a time. Quantum computers compute in ‘qubits’ (or quantum bits). They exploit 

the properties of quantum mechanics, the science that governs how matter behaves on the atomic scale. In this scheme 

of things, processors can be a 1 and a 0 simultaneously, a state called quantum superposition. Because of quantum 

superposition, a quantum computer — if it works to plan — can mimic several classical computers working in 

parallel. 

 

PROPERTIES & APPLICATION OF QUANTUM COMPUTING 

 

The basic properties of quantum computing are superposition, entanglement, and 

interference.  

 

Superposition: It is the ability of a quantum system to be in multiple states 

simultaneously. The example of superposition is the flip of a coin, which consistently 

lands as heads or tails—a very binary concept. However, when that coin is in mid-air, 

it is both heads and tails and until it lands, heads and tails simultaneously. Before 

measurement, the electron exists in quantum superposition. 

 

Entanglement: It means the two members of a pair (Qubits) exist in a single quantum 

state. Changing the state of one of the qubits will instantaneously change the state of the other one in a predictable way. 

This happens even if they are separated by very long distances. Einstein called spooky ‘action at a distance’. 

 

Interference: Quantum interference states that elementary particles (Qubits) can not only be in more than one place at 

any given time (through superposition), but that an individual particle, such as a photon (light particles) can cross its 

own trajectory and interfere with the direction of its path. 

 



SM PRAVAHINI MONTHLY COMPENDIUM  WWW.SUCCESSMANTRA.IN JANUARY 2021 

 
Secure Communication: China recently demonstrated secure quantum communication links between terrestrial stations 

and satellites. This area is significant to satellites, military and cyber security among others as it promises unimaginably 

fast computing and safe, unhackable satellite communication to its users. 

 

Research: It can help in solving some of the fundamental questions in physics related to gravity, black hole etc. 

Similarly, the quantum initiative could give a big boost to the Genome India project, a collaborative effort of 20 

institutions to enable new efficiencies in life sciences, agriculture and medicine. 

 

Disaster Management: Tsunamis, drought, earthquakes and floods may become more predictable with quantum 

applications. The collection of data regarding climate change can be streamlined in a better way through quantum 

technology. 

 

Pharmaceutical: Quantum computing could reduce the time frame of the discovery of new molecules and related 

processes to a few days from the present 10-year slog that scientists put in. 

 

Augmenting Industrial revolution 4.0: Quantum computing is an integral part of Industrial revolution 4.0. Success in it 

will help in Strategic initiatives aimed at leveraging other Industrial revolution 4.0 technologies like the Internet-of-

Things, machine learning, robotics, and artificial intelligence across sectors will further help in laying the foundation 

of the Knowledge economy. 

 

CHALLENGES ASSOCIATED WITH QUANTUM COMPUTING 

The dark side of quantum computing is the disruptive effect that it can have on cryptographic encryption, which 

secures communications and computers. It might pose a challenge for the government also because if this technology 

goes into wrong hands, all the government’s official and confidential data will be at a risk of being hacked and 

misused. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 
WORLD HEALTH ORGANISATION LAUNCHED 

COVID-19 APP 

 

The World Health 

Organization recently 

launched the COVID-19 

mobile application. The 

app provides users with 

the latest updates on 

covid-19. This 

application is called "WHO COVID-19 Application". 

 

The mobile application launched by the World Health 

Organization will provide trusted information from 

experts from the organization and regional partners. It 

will provide regular updates and notifications about the 

scientific discoveries of covid-19. 

 

The app will also provide vaccine advancements 

provided by the World Health Organization and its 

partners. 

 

The application supports seven different languages, such 

as English, Arabic, Portuguese, French, Chinese, 

Spanish, and Russian. 

 

ITALIAN AUTHOR ALFREDO COVELLI RELEASED 

HIS BOOK 

 

Alfredo Covelli, an Italy 

based author has 

launched his new book 

Vahana Masterclass for 

children and Young 

Audience.  

 

The books will be illustrated and published by Scholastic 

India. Alfredo had a keen interest in our Indian culture 

and mythology which inspired him to write a story on 

Lord Ganesh for children. 

 

The book narrates the story of the Ganesha looking for a 

new vahana to accompany him to all the great 

adventures around the cosmos. After millenniums of 

service, the great VahanaMushika, holy mount of Lord 

Ganesha is about to retire to live the rest of his life in 

meditation. 

 

BOOK RELEASED BY FORMER CHIEF ELECTION 

COMMISSIONER 

 

Former chief election 

commissioner (CEC) S Y 

Quraishi has come out 

with his book titled “The 

Population Myth: Islam, 

Family Planning and 

Politics in India”.  

 

The book will hit the stands on February 15, 2021. It has 

been published by HarperCollins India. 

 

The book evaluates India’s demographics from a 

religious perspective and seeks to demolish two basic 

myths that ‘Islam is against family planning’ 

and”Muslim rate of growth” is linked to capture political 

power. 

 

The book is a detailed analysis of the ‘Muslim rate of 

growth’ in the light of population data and national and 

international reports. The book examines the crucial and 

urgent question of the politicisation of demography in 

India. 

 

BOOK RELEASED MANIPUR GOVERNOR 'NAJMA 

HEPTULLA' 

 

Manipur Governor, Dr 

Najma Heptulla has 

virtually released a book 

titled “Making of a 

General-A Himalayan 

Echo” authored by (Retd) Lt General Konsam Himalaya 

Singh at Durbar Hall, Raj Bhavan, Imphal.  

 

The book elegantly summons the essence and 

imperatives of superior command of one of the most 

formidable forces in the world. 

 

The book is the memoir of Lt Gen (Dr) Konsam Himalay 

Singh who has traced his journey from a small village in 

Manipur to becoming the first person from North East 

India to hold the rank of a Three-Star General of the 

Indian Army. 

 

The book has also highlighted about Manipur, the 

“Land of Emeralds”. 
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RAMCHANDRA GUHA'S BOOK 

'COMMONWEALTH OF CRICKET' 

 

Ramchandra Guha’s 

latest book ‘The 

Commonwealth of 

Cricket’ would be 

launching virtually in 

the Tata Literature Live 

(The Mumbai Lit fest) 

this month.  

 

His latest book juxtaposes his life with his abiding love 

for the game & this conversation could not come at a 

better time with India and Australia in the midst of an 

enthralling test series. 

 

In his upcoming book, ‘The commonwealth of cricket: 

The most subtle and sophisticated game known to 

mankind’, Guha has penned down his personal account 

of being intimately involved with the game starting from 

the time he was a child growing up in Dehradun to his 

days in college, from his encounters with the best Indian 

and foreign cricket players to becoming part of the BCCI. 

 

As he traces his multifaceted encounters with the game 

through anecdotes, memoirs and evocative portraits of 

cricketing legends, he charts the extraordinary social and 

historical changes that cricket underwent in India and 

the world 

 

INDIA'S 'VACCINE MAITRI' INITIATIVE BEGINS 

 

Vaccine Maitri Initiative is an initiative launched by 

India to gift COVID-19 vaccines to neighbouring 

countries. Recently, Sri Lanka and Bahrain have 

received the COVID-19 vaccines from India under the 

initiative.  

 

The Vaccine Maitri initiative was launched by India on 

January 20 to gift COVID-19 vaccines to neighbouring 

countries. 

 

Sri Lanka has received 5 lakh Covid-19 vaccines from 

India as a part of the “Vaccine Maitri” initiative. 

Consignment of vaccines has also been sent to Bahrain. 

The country will receive 10,800 vaccines under the 

initiative. 

 

India has already delivered over 5 million doses to seven 

countries in the neighbourhood under the initiative 

before Sri Lanka and Bahrain. Commercial supplies of 

Covishield have also been sent to Morocco, Brazil, (2 

million doses each), and Bangladesh (5 million doses). 

 

N. SITHARAMAN INAUGURATED CHENNAI 

BENCH OF NCLAT 

 

Union Minister for 

Finance and Corporate 

Affairs Nirmala 

Sitharaman has virtually 

inaugurated the Chennai 

Bench of the National 

Company Law Appellate 

Tribunal (NCLAT).  

 

This will be the second NCLAT Bench in the country, 

after the Principal Bench in New Delhi. The NCLAT has 

jurisdiction over matters under the Companies Act, the 

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code and the Competition 

Commission of India. 

 

Fresh appeals against the orders of the Benches of the 

tribunal having jurisdiction in Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, 

Kerala, Andhra Pradesh and Telangana and the Union 

Territories of Lakshadweep and Puducherry will have to 

be filed before the Chennai Bench. 

 

RAM TEMPLE TABLEAU WINS 1ST PRIZE ON 

REPUBLIC DAY 

 

The Ram Temple tableau 

of Uttar Pradesh that was 

on display during the 

Republic Day 2021 has 

bagged the first prize 

among all tableaux.  

 

The theme of Uttar Pradesh’s tableau was ‘Ayodhya: 

Cultural Heritage of Uttar Pradesh’. The cultural 

heritage of ancient holy town Ayodhya, a replica of a 

Ram temple, a glimpse of ‘Deepotsav’ and various stories 

from Ramayana epic were depicted in the tableau. 

 

The Tripura tableau won the second prize for the 

Republic Day parade. Uttarakhand’s tableau on the 

theme ‘Dev Bhoomi — The Land of the Gods’ was 

adjudged third among the states and union territories.  

 

The tableau of Central Public Works Department 

(CPWD), with the theme ‘Amar Jawan’, bagged a special 

prize for paying tribute to the fallen heroes of the armed 

forces. 
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MCQ BASED QUESTION 
MONTH OF JANUARY 

Q.1 National Youth Day is observed every year 

on_________ 

A) 10 January 

B) 12 January 

C) 11 January 

D) 9 January 

 

Q.2 What is the projected GDP of India as per ICRA for 

the fiscal 2021-22? 

A) 10.1% 

B) 9.5% 

C) 8.9% 

D) 11.6% 

 

Q.3 The Coastal Research Vessel ‘Sagar Avneshika’ has 

recently been inaugurated by the Dr. Harsh Vardhan at 

which port? 

A) Mumbai Port Trust 

B) Paradip Port Trust 

C) Chennai Port Trust 

D) Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust 

 

Q.4 Which country is the focus country of the 51st 

International Film Festival of India (IFFI)? 

A) Vietnam 

B) Bangladesh 

C) Japan 

D) Malaysia 

 

Q.5 Name the coffee table book on PM Modi, launched 

during the occasion of 2021 Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 

(PBD)? 

A) Modi India Story – 2021 

B) Modi’s response to challenges 

C) Modi : A Journey  

D) Modi India Calling – 2021 

 

Q.6 Who has been chosen as the official representative of 

BCCI for the ICC Board meeting? 

A) Brijesh Patel 

B) Sunil Gavaskar 

C) Jay Shah 

D) Rajeev Shukla 

 

Q.7 The Kolkata International Film Festival (KIFF) 2021 

has been organised from January 8 to 15, 2021. The event 

is which edition of the annual programme? 

A) 26 

B) 31 

C) 22 

D) 35 

 

Q.8 What was the profession of Sri Turlapati Kutumba 

Rao who has passed away recently? 

A) Actor 

B) Journalist 

C) Politician 

D) Filmmaker 

 

Q.9 Which country has committed Official Development 

Assistance loan of Rs 2,113 crore to support India’s 

COVID-19 relief efforts? 

A) Russia 

B) Germany 

C) Britain 

D) Japan 

 

Q.10 The National Road Safety Month 2021 will be 

organised by the Ministry of Road Transport & 

Highways from______ 

A) January 1 to January 31 

B) January 15 to February 14 

C) January 18 to February 17 

D) January 10 to February 9 

 

Q.11 When is the World Wetlands Day observed all over 

the world? 

A) First Monday of February 

B) 02 February 

C) 01 February 

D) First Tuesday of February 

 

Q.12 Which state has topped the India Justice Report 

2020? 

A) Maharashtra 

B) Gujarat 

C) Andhra Pradesh 

D) Kerala 

 

Q.13 The Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju recently launched a 

unique Reference Material (RM) developed by National 

Dope Testing Laboratory (NDTL) and the National 

Institute of Pharmaceutical Education and Research 
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(NIPER) to help in chemical testing in anti-doping field. 

Where is NIPER headquartered? 

A) Hyderabad 

B) Gurugram 

C) Pune  

D) Guwahati 

 

Q.14 Name the bank, which has recently imposed 

restriction for all its customers to withdraw money from 

non-EMV automated teller machines (ATMs) effective 

from February 2021? 

A) Bank of Baroda 

B) Canara Bank 

C) Punjab National Bank 

D) Union Bank of India 

 

Q.15 The India International Silk Fair 2021 was launched 

on Virtual Portal by Textile Minister Smriti Irani due to 

COVID-19. The annual fair was which edition of the 

event? 

A) 1st 

B) 8th 

C) 5th 

D) 3rd 

 

Q.16 The Indian shooting contingents has topped the 

medal tally at the inaugural Asian Online Shooting 

Championship. How many medals have been won by 

India in the championship? 

A) 11 

B) 9 

C) 15 

D) 10 

 

Q.17 Which team has won the Syed Mushtaq Ali T20 

Trophy 2020-21? 

A) Baroda 

B) Railways 

C) Tamil Nadu 

D) Indian Army 

 

Q.18 The first-of-its-kind Botanical Garden named 

‘Shivalik Arboretum’ has been inaugurated in which city 

of India to preserve 210 species of trees found in the 

Shivalik range of Himalayas? 

 

 

 

 

A) Guwahati 

B) Srinagar 

C) Shimla 

D) Nainital 

 

Q.19 Rama Mohan Rao Amara has been appointed as the 

new MD & CEO of which company recently? 

A) SAIL 

B) SBI Cards 

C) LIC 

D) Google India 

Q.20 Every year the Indian Coast Guard (ICG) celebrates 

their Raising Day on 1st February. In 2021, which edition 

of the Raising Day was celebrated by ICG? 

A) 51 

B) 47 

C) 45 

D) 55 

 

Q.21 Nguyen Phu Trong has been re-elected as the head 

of which country for the third consecutive term in 2021? 

A) Vietnam 

B) Cambodia 

C) Laos 

D) Philippines 

 

Q.22 Who has been appointed as the first-ever Chief 

Compliance Officer of Facebook? 

A) Sheryl Sandberg 

B) Dave Wehner 

C) Henry Moniz 

D) Mike Schroepfer 

 

Q.23 Aung San Suu Kyi has been detained in a military 

coup. She was the leader of the ruling party of which 

country? 

A) Vietnam 

B) Thailand 

C) South Korea 

D) Myanmar 

 

Q.24 What is the theme of the World Wetlands Day 2021? 

A) Wetlands and Biodiversity 

B) Wetlands and Water 

C) Wetlands and Climate Change 

D) Wetlands and Sustainable Future 

 

Q.25 Saurabh Chaudhary is related to which sports? 

A) Shooting 

B) Tennis 

C) Badminton 

D) Wrestling 

 

Q.26 The 2021 Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar 

(PMRBP) has been conferred upon how many students? 

A) 25 

B) 32 
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C) 20 

D) 39 

 

Q.27 India observes National Voters’ Day annually 

on____________ 

A) 24 January 

B) 21 January 

C) 25 January 

D) 23 January 

 

Q.28 The BSF has launched the “Operation Sard Hawa” 

on the international borders of which state to keep check 

on  instances of infiltration due to the dense fog cover in 

the area? 

A) Rajasthan 

B) Gujarat 

C) Uttarakhand 

D) Himachal Pradesh 

 

Q.29 Which state has launched the  ‘Udyam Sarathi App’ 

to provide employment related data for youths? 

A) West Bengal 

B) Rajasthan 

C) Uttar Pradesh 

D) Odisha 

 

Q. 30 Which country has emerged as the world’s topmost 

country with largest current account surplus in the year 

2020 as per a survey by the Munich-based Ifo institute? 

A) Singapore 

B) Germany 

C) Japan 

D) China 

 

Q.31 Which day is marked as the National Tourism Day 

in India every year? 

A) 24 January 

B) 23 January 

C) 25 January 

D) 22 January 

 

Q.32 Khurelsukh Ukhnaa has recently resigned as the 

prime Minister of which country? 

A) Kazakhstan 

B) Mongolia 

C) Azerbaijan 

D) Philippines 

 

Q.33 National Girl Child Day (NGCD) is celebrated on 

__________ by the Government of India 

A) 24 January 

B) 25 January 

C) 26 January 

D) 23 January 

 

Q. 34 Which team has won the 2021 National Ice Hockey 

Championship trophy organised by Ice Hockey 

Association of India (IHAI)? 

A) Indian Army (LSRC) 

B) Delhi 

C) Ladakh 

D) Indo-Tibetan Border Police 

 

Q. 35 Noted historian Narendra Luther has passed away. 

He was associated with the history of which city? 

A) New Delhi 

B) Hyderabad 

C) Ahmedabad 

D) Kochi 

 

Q. 36 The Government of India has declared to observe 

the birth anniversary of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

every year on 23rd January as _________ 

A) Shakti Diwas 

B) Azad Diwas 

C) Parakram Diwas 

D) Shaurya Diwas 

 

Q.37 Larry King, the iconic television and radio host has 

passed away. He was from which country? 

A) Australia 

B) France 

C) Britain 

D) United States 

 

Q.38 What is the theme of the National Voters’ Day 2021? 

A) Electoral Literacy for Stronger Democracy 

B) Making Our Voters Empowered, Vigilant, Safe and 

Informed 

C) No Voter to be left behind 

D) Empowering Young and Future Voters 

 

Q.39 Uttar Pradesh is celebrating its 

__________Foundation Day on 24 January 2021.  

A) 71 

B) 75 

C) 77 

D) 79 

 

 

Q.40 The Election Commission of India (ECI) was 

established in which year? 

A) 1952 

B) 1957 

C) 1950 

D) 1955 
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Q.41 Name the player to clinch women’s single title at the 

Yonex Thailand Open Super 1000 badminton tournament 

2021 

A) P.V. Sindhu 

B) Tai Tzu-ying 

C) Nozomi Okuhara 

D) Carolina Marin 

 

Q.42 How many trains were flagged off by PM Modi 

recently from different locations for the Kevadiya station 

in Gujarat to connect them with Statue of Unity? 

A) 5 

B) 8 

C) 10 

D) 6 

 

Q.43 Yoweri Museveni has won the sixth term as the 

President of which country after winning the 2021 

presidential election? 

A) Chile 

B) Somalia 

C) Uganda 

D) Romania 

 

Q.44 The National Road Safety Month 2021 is which 

edition of the month-long programme? 

A) 1st 

B) 2nd 

C) 3rd 

D) 4th 

 

Q.45 The inaugural edition of the Khelo India Zanskar 

Winter Sport & Youth Festival 2021 has been organised 

in which place? 

A) Sikkim 

B) Ladakh 

C) Chandigarh 

D) Himachal Pradesh 

 

Q.46 Name the winner of the Yonex Thailand Open Super 

1000 badminton tournament 2021 men’s single title 

A) Anders Antonsen 

B) Kento Momota 

C) Shi Yuqi 

D) Viktor Axelsen 

 

Q. 47 The Padma award winner Ustad Ghulam Mustafa 

Khan has passed away. He was honored for his 

contribution to________ 

A) Bengali poetry 

B) Urdu literature 

C) Indian classical music 

D) Tabla  

 

Q.48 India has signed a Specified Skilled Worker (SSW) 

Memorandum of Cooperation  (MoC) with which 

country to promote the movement of skilled workers 

from India to that country? 

A) Japan 

B) France 

C) United States 

D) Russia 

 

Q.49 Which state has unveiled the ‘One School One IAS’ 

program to provide free coaching for UPSC Civil 

Services/ IAS Exams for economically poor meritorious 

students? 

A) Andhra Pradesh 

B) Kerala 

C) Uttar Pradesh 

D) Rajasthan 

 

Q.50 Kamal Morarka, who has passed away recently was 

related to which field? 

A) Film Industry 

B) Sports 

C) Journalism 

D) Politics 

 

Q.51 The tableau of which state has won the first prize in 

the Republic Day parade 2021? 

A) Uttarakhand 

B) Karnataka 

C) Assam 

D) Uttar Pradesh 

 

Q. 52 What is the rank of India in the Corruption 

Perception Index (CPI) 2020? 

A) 86 

B) 91 

C) 102 

D) 80 

 

Q. 53 Who among these is not the Managing Director of 

State Bank of India (SBI)? 

A) Swaminathan Janakiraman  

B) C.S. Setty  

C) Dinesh Kumar Khara 

D) Ashwani Bhatia. 

Q. 54 Kaja Kallas has been appointed as the first ever 

female Prime Minister of which country? 

A) Latvia 

B) Estonia 

C) Finland 

D)Denmark 
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Q. 55 Who has been appointed as the new Vice-chief of 

Army Staff to replace incumbent VC Lt General SK Saini? 

A) Iqroop Singh Ghuman 

B) Arun Shridhar Vaidya 

C) Anil Chauhan 

D) Chandi Prasad Mohanty 

 

Q. 56 Name the top most Indian IT services brand as per 

the latest ranking of the Brand Finance? 

A) TCS 

B) Infosys 

C)  Wipro 

D) HCL 

 

Q. 57 How much amount has been pledged by the 

Government of India for the  United Nations 

Peacebuilding Fund (PBF) for the year 2021? 

A) USD 50,000 

B) USD 100,000 

C) USD 150,000 

D) USD 200,000 

 

Q. 58 What is the interest rate on Sukanya Samriddhi 

Yojana in quarter four of 2020-21 fiscal? 

A) 6.9% 

B) 7.6% 

C) 7.1% 

D) 8.2% 

 

Q. 59 What is the rank of India in the Coronavirus 

Performance Index  released by Lowy Institute recently? 

A) 90 

B) 65 

C) 72 

D) 86 

 

Q. 60 Government has recently opened a new bench of 

the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) 

in which city? 

A) Chennai 

B) Hyderabad 

C) Visakhapatnam 

D) Bengaluru 

 

 

Q. 61 India has inked an MoU with the International 

Energy Agency (IEA) called strategic partnership 

agreement to strengthen cooperation in global energy 

security. Where is the headquarter of IEA based? 

A) New York 

B) Paris 

C) Geneva 

D) Vienna 

 

 Q.62 How many PRAGATI meetings have been chaired 

by PM Modi till date, since its inception? 

A) 30 

B) 38 

C) 35 

D) 33 

Q. 63 New Zealand and Denmark have jointly secured 

first position in the Corruption Perception Index (CPI) 

2020. The index is released every year by which 

organisation? 

A) Transparency International 

B) World economic Forum 

C) Economist Intelligence Unit 

D) International Monetary Fund 

 

Q. 64 Which country has topped the Coronavirus 

Performance Index released by Lowy Institute recently? 

A) Australia 

B) New Zealand 

C) Japan 

D) Russia 

 

Q. 65 The interest rate on Senior Citizen Savings Scheme 

for Q4 of FY21 is ___________ 

A) 7.4% 

B) 8.1% 

C) 6.2% 

D) 7.9% 

 

Q.66 India’s first ever Geothermal Field Development 

Project is being set up in place? 

A) Dehradun 

B) Jaipur 

C) Shimla 

D) Ladakh 

 

Q. 67 A museum dedicated to former Army Chief 

General Kodandera Subayya Thimayya has been 

inaugurated by President Ramnath Kovind in which 

state? 

A) Himachal Pradesh 

B) Karnataka 

C) Rajasthan 

D) Goa 

Q.68 What is the venue of the India-US bilateral joint 

military exercise “Yudh Abhyas 20” being held in 

February 2021? 

A) Rajasthan 

B) Uttarakhand 

C) Himachal Pradesh 

D) Jammu & Kashmir 
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Q.69 Which state has unveiled as system of issuing a 

unique 16-digit Unicode to mark all kinds of 

landholdings in the state? 

A) Madhya Pradesh 

B) Kerala 

C) Uttar Pradesh 

D) Haryana 

 

Q. 70 PM Modi recently dedicated to the nation Dobhi – 

Durgapur Natural Gas Pipeline in which state? 

A) Rajasthan  

B) Assam 

C) Karnataka 

D) West Bengal 

 

Q.71 Name the cricket player who has won the inaugural 

ICC Player of the Month award for January 2021? 

A) Rohit Sharma 

B) Rishabh Pant 

C) Ravichandran Ashwin 

D) Ravindra Jadeja 

View answer 

 

Q. 72 The Ministery of Defence has inked a pact with 

which company to procure a software-defined radio 

tactical (SDR-Tac) ship-borne system? 

A) Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) 

B) Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited 

C) BEML Limited 

D) Bharat Dynamics 

 

Q.73 Who among the following players has been 

awarded with the Allan Border Medal 2020-21 by  the 

Australia Cricket? 

A) Allan Border 

B) Glenn Maxwell 

C) Steve Smith  

D) Michael Clarke 

 

Q.74 The ‘Asom Mala’ is a programme for state highways 

and major district roads, inaugurated in which state by 

PM Modi? 

 

 

 

A) Arunachal Pradesh 

B) Nagaland 

C) Sikkim 

D) Assam 

 

Q.75 Indian player Akhtar Ali has passed away at the age 

of 81. He was related to which sports? 

A) Tennis 

B) Football 

C) Cricket 

D) Hockey 

 

Q.76 Which Indian enterprise is setting up the first 

dedicated geothermal power project in India? 

A) NTPC 

B) ONGC 

C) Reliance Power 

D) Coal India Ltd. 

 

Q.77 The Exercise Yudh Abhyas 2021 is which edition of 

the annual bilateral joint military exercise? 

A) 11th 

B) 21st 

C) 16th 

D) 25th 

 

Q. 78 Shabnim Ismail has been named the inaugural ICC 

Women’s Player of the Month for January 2021. She 

represents which country? 

A) England 

B) South Africa 

C) Australia 

D) New Zealand 

 

Q.79 Name the female cricket player who has bagged the 

Belinda Clarke Award 2020-21, the top honour for female 

player at the Australian Cricket Awards? 

A) Alyssa Healy 

B) Meg Lanning 

C) Megan Schutt 

D) Beth Mooney 

 

Q.80 Rama Mohan Rao Amara has been appointed as the 

new MD & CEO of which company recently? 

A) SAIL 

B) SBI Cards 

C) LIC 

D) Google India 

 

Q.81 The 40th Indian Scientific Expedition to Antarctica 

was flagged off from Mormugao Port recently. Where is 

the port located? 

 

A) Tamil Nadu 

B) Goa 

C) Maharashtra 

D) Kerala 
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Q.82 The Kochi – Mangaluru Natural Gas Pipeline has 

been inaugurated by PM Modi recently. What is the 

estimated length of this project? 

A) 700 km 

B) 200 km 

C) 450 km 

D) 510 km 

 

Q.83 Government has set up a high-level group to build 

a South Asia-focused energy security architecture. Who 

is the head of this group? 

A) Ram Vinay Shahi 

B) Arun Kumar Purwar 

C) V. R. Sharma 

D) Hardeep Singh Puri 

 

Q.84 Who has been elected as the new President of the All 

India Chess Federation (AICF)? 

A) Mrinmoy Rajkhowa 

B) C.G.S.Narayanan 

C) Bharat Singh Chauhan 

D) Sanjay Kapoor 

 

Q. 85 Which state has launched the ‘Launch Pad Scheme’ 

for above 18 years youths, coming out of child care 

institutions? 

A) Haryana 

B) Madhya Pradesh 

C) Uttarakhand 

D) Kerala 

 

Q.86 Filmmaker Pablo Cesar has been appointed as the 

head of the International Jury of 51st edition of 

International Film Festival of India (IFFI). He is from 

which country? 

A) Argentina 

B) France 

C) Mexico 

D) Spain 

 

Q.87 The Toycathon-2021 has been launched to develop 

India as the global Toy manufacturing hub. Toycathon-

2021 has how many themes? 

A) 7 

B) 12 

C) 9 

D) 15 

 

Q.88 Which state of India marks 6th January every year 

as the  Journalist Day? 

A) Gujarat 

B) Maharashtra 

C) West Bengal 

D) Madhya Pradesh 

 

Q.89 Which institution has signed pact worth $105 

million for West Bengal Inland Water Transport, 

Logistics and Spatial Development Project? 

A) NDP 

B) AIIB 

C) ADB 

D) World Bank 

 

Q.90 Name the newly appointed Chairman of the All 

India Gem and Jewellery Domestic Council (GJC)? 

A) Thakur Anoop Singh 

B) Malti Goel 

C) Ashish Pethe 

D) Sanjeev Aggarwal 

 

Q.91 The Centre has recently approved the 850 megawatt 

(MW) Ratle hydropower project in which of these states? 

A) Assam 

B) Jammu and Kashmir 

C) Uttar Pradesh 

D) Kerala 

 

Q.92 Indian Railways has renamed the Howrah-Kalka 

Mail as__________? 

A) Netaji Express 

B) Sardar Express 

C) Azad Express 

D) Bose Express 

 

Q. 93 The Indian Air Force has organised the  ‘Ex-Desert 

Knight 21’ with the navies of which country? 

A) Japan 

B) Russia 

C) Singapore 

D) France 

 

Q.94 Which bank has launched the AURA Credit Card, 

loaded with health and wellness benefits? 

A) Yes Bank 

B) HDFC Bank 

C) Axis Bank 

D) ICICI Bank 

 

 

 

Q.95 Joe Biden has been sworn in as the _______ 

President of United States 

A) 46 

B) 49 

C) 50 

D) 42 
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Q.96 Siddhartha Mohanty has recently been elected as the 

managing director (MD) of which company? 

A) SBI 

B) LIC 

C) RBI 

D) NHAI 

 

Q.97 Mata Prasad, who recently died at the age of 95, was 

the former Governor of which state? 

A) Haryana 

B) Maharashtra 

C) Arunachal Pradesh 

D) Bihar 

 

Q. 98 Name the safe pay gateway launched by the Airtel 

Payments Bank, as an additional safety feature for its 

users transacting through UPI or other online mode to 

protect them from online fraud? 

A) Airtel Unique Pay 

B) Airtel Secure Pay 

C) Airtel Guard Pay 

D) Airtel Safe Pay 

 

Q. 99What was the profession of Unnikrishnan 

Namboothiri, who has passed away? 

A) Actor 

B) Dancer 

C) Poet 

D) Politician 

 

Q. 100The bilateral Air exercise  ‘Ex-Desert Knight 21’ is 

being held in which state? 

A) Uttarakhand 

B) Rajasthan 

C) Gujarat 

D) Madhya Pradesh 

 

 

ANSWER KEY 
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2- A 12- A 22- C 32-B 42-B 52-A 62-C 72-A 82-C 92-A 

3- C 13- D 23- D 33-A 43-C 53-C 63-A 73-C 83-A 93-D 
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LEGAL AFFAIRS 
 

#GENDER GAP & SENSITISATION IN JUDICIARY 
 

Recently, the Attorney General (AG) K K Venugopal, in his written submission to the Supreme Court (SC), has 

emphasised the need for greater gender sensitisation among members of the judiciary. 

 He also highlighted that the figure of female judges has been consistently low across the Higher Judiciary. 

Background of the issue: 

 The SC had asked AG and others to recommend ways to improve gender sensitivity towards 

victims while laying down bail conditions for sex crime offenders. 

 The Bench had sought view on a plea about courts imposing bail conditions for sex crime offenders 

which end up further harassing, objectifying their victims.  

 The Madhya Pradesh (MP) High Court (HC) asked a man (accused in a case of attempting to outrage the 

modesty of a woman) to visit the home of the alleged victim and request her to tie a rakhi. 

Data on Gender Gap in Judiciary: 

 The SC only has 2 women judges, as against the 34 seats reserved for women judges and there has never 

been a female Chief Justice of India (CJI). 

 There are only 80 women judges out of the total sanctioned strength of 1,113 judges in the SC and the HCs. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/supreme-court-of-india
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 Out of these 80 women judges, there are only two in the SC, and the other 78 are in various HCs, comprising 

only 7.2% of the total number of judges. 

 Of the 26 courts whose data was accessed, including the SC, the Punjab and Haryana HCs has the maximum 

strength of women judges (11 out of 85 judges) in the country, followed by the Madras HC (9 out of 75 judges). 

Both Delhi and Bombay HCs have 8 women judges. 

 The HCs of Manipur, Meghalaya, Patna, Tripura, Telangana, and Uttarakhand, do not have any women  in 

the sitting judges. 

 Currently, no data is centrally maintained on the number of women in tribunals or lower courts. 

 In the senior designation of lawyers, there are only 17 women senior counsel designates in the SC as opposed 

to 403 men. 

 The Delhi HC has 8 women and 229 men designates. Similarly, in the Bombay HC, there are 6 women and 157 

men designates. 

Importance of Women in Judiciary: 

 The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and Sustainable Development Goals (SDG 5 and SDG 

16 in particular), address the global responsibility of having gender equality and women’s representation 

in public institutions such as the judiciary. 

 Achieving equality for women judges is important not only because it is a right for women, but also 

because it is right for the achievement of a more just rule of law. Women judges strengthen the judiciary 

and help to gain the public's trust. 

 The entry of women judges is a positive step in the direction of judiciaries being perceived as being more 

transparent, inclusive, and representative of the people whose lives they affect. 

 Women judges enhance the legitimacy of courts, sending a powerful signal that they are open and 

accessible to those who seek recourse to justice. 

 Women judges bring those lived experiences to their judicial actions, experiences that tend toward a 

more comprehensive and empathetic perspective. 

 Adjudication is enhanced by the presence of women who bring to the fore considerations that would not 

have been taken into account in their absence and the scope of the discussion is hence enlarged, 

possibly preventing ill-considered or improper decisions. 

 By elucidating how laws and rulings can be based on gender stereotypes, or how they might have a 

different impact on women and men, a gender perspective enhances the fairness of 

adjudication, which ultimately benefits both men and women. 

Suggestions: 

 Courts should declare that such remarks (MP HC issue) are unacceptable which can potentially cause 

harm to the victim and to society at large. 

 Judicial orders should conform to certain judicial standards and necessary steps have to be taken to ensure 

that this does not happen in the future. 

 The SC must direct the collection of data to determine the number of women judges in the lower judiciary 

and tribunals and also to determine the year-wise number of senior designates by all HCs. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper3/sustainable-development-3
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 Greater representation of women should be ensured at all levels of the judiciary, including the SC and 

this initiative must come from the SC itself, considering that the power of appointment rests almost 

exclusively with the SC Collegium. 

 The judges of the SC are appointed by the President. The CJI is appointed by the President after 

consultation with such judges of the SC and HCs as (s)he deems necessary. 

 The other judges are appointed by the President after consultation with the CJI and such other judges of 

the SC and the HCs as (s)he deems necessary. The consultation with the CJI is obligatory in the case of 

appointment of a judge other than CJI. 

 The goal must be to achieve at least 50% representation of women in all leadership positions and there 

should be a mandatory training of all lawyers on gender sensitisation. 

 Judges, who might belong to the “old school” and are maybe “patriarchal” in outlook, should be 

sensitised to deal with cases of sexual violence so that they do not pass orders objectifying women in such 

cases. 
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#TRP SCAM 2020 
 

 Recently, the Mumbai Police has claimed about a scam about the manipulation of TRPs (Target Rating 

Points) by some TV channels by rigging the devices used by the Broadcast Audience Research Council (BARC) 

India.  

 According to Mumbai Police, three TV Channels, including Republic TV, are being probed on charges of TRP 

or Television Rating Points manipulation.  

 Param Bir Singh, Mumbai Police Commissioner said that Republic TV, headed by Arnab Goswami and two 

other TV channels - Fakt Marathi and Box Cinema are under scrutiny for manipulating ratings. Most of the 

times we have seen people watching TV and we heard about the TRP of channel or programme like the TRP of 

a channel is increasing day by day and so on. 

 Recently, A sessions court in Mumbai has rejected the bail application of former CEO of the Broadcast 

Audience Research Council (BARC) Partho Dasgupta, who was arrested in the television rating points (TRP) 

scam. 

 

 Dasgupta was arrested on December 24 and is one of the prime accused in the alleged manipulation of TRPs. 

The Mumbai police recently filed a 3,400-page chargesheet in which they annexed WhatsApp chats between 

Republic TV founder Arnab Goswami and Dasgupta, alleging that they colluded to inflate the channel’s 

ratings. Dasgupta is accused of criminal breach of trust and cheating. 

 

 The court had reserved its orders on Tuesday after the Mumbai Police “vehemently” argued against granting 

bail to the former BARC chief. Special public prosecutor Shishir Hirey read excerpts of chats between Goswami 

and Dasputa, apart from arguing that the latter is an influential person who can tamper with evidence and 

witnesses if released on bail. 
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What is TRP? 

 

 

 TRP is a Television Rating Point. It is the tool that tells us which channel and the programme are viewed most 

or it indicates the popularity of a TV channel or a programme. It shows how many times people are watching 

a channel or a particular programme.  

 TRP enables advertisers and investors to understand the mood of the people. According to the TRP of a TV 

Channel or programme advertisers decide where to display their advertisements and investors will decide 

about the investment of the money. 

 What happens when TRP increases or decreases: The increase or decrease in the TRP of any programme 

directly affects the income of that TV channel in which the programme is coming. Do you know that any TV 

channel like Sony, Star Plus, Z Channel, etc. earn money through advertisements? If suppose the TRP of a 

program or channel is low which means that people are watching it less so, advertisers will give fewer 

advertisements and pay less.  

 

  But, if the TRP is high for the programme then more advertisements, advertisers, and money. So, we can say 

that TRP depends not only on the channel but on the programme as well. For example, if the TRP of a 

programme says Rising Star is higher than any other programme then the advertiser would like to give 

advertisements in that programme and also pay more. 

 

 What is TRP Rate: The TRP rate is one on which the TRP of a TV channel is calculated. TRP of any channel 

or programme depends upon the programme that is displayed. It can be understood that when a film star 

arrives in a program for the promotion of his movie, the TRP of that programme increases automatically because 

people like to see that film star more. 

 

 So now you might have understood that the TRP is the Television Rating Point, which helps in tracking the 

popularity and viewers of any program or channel. 

Methodology of Calculation: 

 Bar-o-meters: BARC has installed Bar-O-meters in over 45,000 empanelled households. These record 

viewing details as well as audio watermarks of content. 

 Audio watermarks are embedded in video content prior to broadcast. These watermarks are not audible to 

the human ear, but can easily be detected and decoded using dedicated hardware and software. 

 Selection of Households: The households are chosen by an annual Establishment Survey which is a large-

scale face-to-face survey of a sample of approximately 3 lakh households from the target population. 

 The panel chosen to capture TRPs must be representative of the country’s population, and the methodology 

must be economically viable for the industry. 

 Classification of Households: These households are classified into 12 categories under the New Consumer 

Classification System (NCCS) adopted by BARC in 2015, based on the education level of the main wage 

earner and the ownership of consumer durables from a list of 11 items ranging from a power connection to 

a car. 

 Data Collection: While watching a show, members of the household register their presence by pressing 

their separate viewer ID button. 
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 This captures the duration for which the channel was watched and by whom and provides data on viewership 

habits across age and socio-economic groups. 

Precautions to Prevent Rigging: 

 The viewing behaviour of panel homes is reported to BARC India directly and daily. 

 Coincidental checks either physically or telephonically are done regularly. Certain suspicious outliers are 

also checked directly by BARC India. 

 These households rotate randomly every year and they are kept confidential. 

 Significance of TRP: 

 These influence programmes produced for the viewers. Better ratings would promote a programme while 

poor ratings will discourage a programme. 

 TRPs are the main currency for advertisers to decide which channel to advertise on by calculating the cost-

per-rating-point (CPRP). 

Limitations of TRP: 

 The panel can be infiltrated or tampered by bribing viewers or cable operators or tampering with the 

selection of panel. 

 If the sample size is very small, e.g. for English News channels, the manipulation becomes easier as even 

manipulating a few homes will change the TRP. 

 There is an absence of any specific law through which the agents/suspects involved in panel 

tampering/infiltration could be penalised. 

 About 70% of the revenue for television channels comes from advertising and only 30% from the 

subscription. Dependence on advertisements for revenue is leading to broadcasting content which suits 

the advertisers. 

MAHARASHTRA GOVERNMENT V. CBI IN TRP SCAM CASE 

The Maharashtra government withdrew its general consent to the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) to probe 

cases in the State. 

 The move comes a day after the CBI registered an FIR in the TRP scam after taking over the probe based on an 

FIR filed in Uttar Pradesh. 

 The Maharashtra government had an apprehension that the CBI would take over the TRP scam case that the 

Mumbai Police is already investigating. 

 Earlier this year (2020), the CBI had also taken over the investigation into actor Sushant Singh Rajput’s death, 

which was being probed by the Mumbai Police. 

 The Maharashtra government suspects the CBI of acting at the behest of the Centre. 

 The Supreme Court in the past has called the CBI a “caged parrot” that sings the Centre’s tune. 

 Maharashtra is the third State after West Bengal and Rajasthan to take such an action. The current 

confrontation also strengthens the perception that states in opposition see the Centre as weaponizing the CBI to 

control on Opposition-led governments in states. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/central-bureau-of-investigation-cbi
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/television-rating-points
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General Consent 

 Unlike the National Investigation Agency (NIA), which is governed by its own NIA Act, 2008 and 

has jurisdiction across the country, the CBI is governed by the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act, 1946 

(DSPE Act, 1946) that makes consent of a state government mandatory for conducting investigation in that 

state. 

 There are two kinds of consent- case-specific and general. Given that the CBI has jurisdiction only over central 

government departments and employees, it can investigate a case involving state government employees or a 

violent crime in a given state only after that state government gives its consent. 

 Section 6 of the DSPE Act, 1946 empowers the state government to give or deny consent to CBI officers to 

investigate the matter within the state. 

 “General consent” is normally given to help the CBI seamlessly conduct its investigation into cases of 

corruption against central government employees in the concerned state. Almost all states have given such 

consent. 

Impact of Withdrawal of General Consent 

 It means the CBI will not be able to register any fresh case involving a central government official or a private 

person stationed in Maharashtra without getting case-specific consent. 

 Withdrawal of consent will only bar the CBI from registering a case within the jurisdiction of concerned states. 

The CBI could still file cases in Delhi and continue to probe people inside Maharashtra. 

 In simple terms withdrawal of consent means that CBI officers will lose all powers of a police officer as soon 

as they enter the state unless the state government has allowed them. 

 It will have no impact on investigation of cases already registered with CBI as old cases were registered when 

general consent existed. 

 However, the CBI has recently started taking recourse in a Calcutta High Court judgment. 

 The HC, in its order in the Ramesh Chandra Singh and another vs CBI, 2020 observed that CBI’s power to 

investigate and prosecute its own officials cannot be in any way impeded or interfered by the state even if the 

offenses were committed within the territory of the state. 

OTHER POINTS RELATED TO IT: 

 

TELECOM REGULATORY AUTHORITY OF INDIA (TRAI) 

 

 The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) is a statutory body set up by the Government of India 

under section 3 of the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India Act, 1997. It is the regulator of 

the telecommunications sector in India.  It consists of a Chairperson and not more than two full-time members 

and not more than two part-time members. The TRAI Act was amended by an ordinance, effective from 24 

January 2000, establishing a Telecom Disputes Settlement and Appellate Tribunal (TDSAT) to take over the 

adjudicatory and disputes functions from TRAI. 

 Telecom Regulatory Authority of India was established on 20 February 1997 by an Act of Parliament to 

regulate telecom services and tariffs in India. Earlier regulation of telecom services and tariffs was overseen by 

the Central Government. The current Chairman of TRAI is PD Vaghela, an IAS officer of the Gujarat cadre, 

batch of 1986. 

 TRAI's mission is to create and nurture conditions for the growth of telecommunications in India to enable the 

country to have a leading role in the emerging global information society. 
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 One of its main objectives is to provide a fair and transparent environment that promotes a level playing 

field and facilitates fair competition in the market. TRAI regularly issues orders and directions on various 

subjects such as tariffs, interconnections, quality of service, Direct To Home (DTH) services and mobile number 

portability. 

 In January 2016, TRAI introduced an important change in telecommunication that would benefit all 

consumers. Effective from 1 January 2016, consumers will be compensated for call drops.  

 However, there is a catch, per the rule, mobile users will get compensation of Re 1 for every dropped call but it 

will be limited to a maximum three dropped calls in a day. This regulation has been quashed by Supreme 

Court on the ground of being "unreasonable, arbitrary and unconstitutional". 

 Allegedly, TRAI bent its rules multiple times to let Jio, a subsidiary of Reliance Industries Limited, become a 

market leader in the span of a few years. Jio was allowed to "test" its services for a much longer period and with 

a much larger subscriber base than was the industrial norm.  

 

 In a letter to the telecom department, Rajan Mathews of the Cellular Operators Association of India wrote 

that Reliance's offers were "full-blown and full-fledged services masquerading as tests, which bypass 

regulations and can potentially game policy features." 

 

 TRAI was also accused of modifying its definition of "significant market power" so as to exclude Jio from strict 

scrutiny. Whilst initially the definition of market power was based on total network activity, the parameters 

were changed to subscriber share and gross revenue. Jio qualified as a significant market power according to 

the first definition but not the second. 

 

BROADCAST AUDIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL (BARC) 

 Broadcast Audience Research Council (BARC) India is a joint-industry body founded by stakeholder bodies 

that represent Broadcasters (IBF), Advertisers (ISA) and Advertising & Media Agencies (AAAI). It is also the 

world's largest television measurement science industry-body.  

 Built upon a robust and future-ready technology backbone, BARC India owns and manages a transparent, 

accurate, and inclusive TV audience measurement system.  

 Apart from the currency products to the Indian TV industry, BARC India also provides a suite of Insight 

products designed for broadcasters, advertisers and agencies. 

 The Big Data and Insights generated by BARC India powers efficient media spends and content decisions 

in a highly dynamic and growing television sector. Currently being scaled up to 180,000 individuals, BARC 

India is also the largest measurement company of its kind in the world. 

 It uses Audio Watermarking technology to measure viewership of TV channels, and the system also allows 

measurement of time-shifted viewing and simulcasts. The company was incorporated in 2010 and is based 

in Mumbai, India. 

 With the viewership habits of over 197 million TV households (accounting for 836 million TV viewing 

individuals) Barc being analysed by BARC India, it is the world's largest television audience measurement 

service. Its measurement system is based on a sample of 40,000 "panel homes" which will go up to 50,000 panel 

homes.   

 It launched its TV viewership measurement service in April 2015, with coverage of C&S TV homes in towns 

with a population of 1 lakh and above. In October 2015, it started measuring All India TV homes (TV viewers 

in urban and rural India). 

 BARC (Broadcast Audience Research Council) India is an industry body set up to design, commission, 

supervise and own an accurate, reliable and timely television audience measurement system for India. It 

currently measures TV Viewing habits of 197 million TV households in the country, using 40,000 sample panel 

homes. This will go up to 50,000 in the next couple of years, as mandated by the Ministry of Information & 

Broadcasting. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jio
http://www.barcindia.co.in/AnnouncementDetails.aspx?ID=127
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 Guided by the recommendations of the TRAI (Telecom Regulatory Authority of India) and MIB notifications 

of January 2014, BARC India brings together the three key stakeholders in television audience measurement - 

broadcasters, advertisers, and advertising and media agencies, via their apex bodies. 

 BARC India is committed towards establishing a robust, transparent and accountable governance 

framework for providing data points that are required to plan media spends more effectively. 

 Standardisation Certificates obtained by BARC India are CESP France Certification in April 2017 which 

validates representativeness of BARC India's TV Measurement Panel and by ISI, Kolkata in May 2018 certifying 

the representativeness of BARC India's Panel Design & Household Selection. 

 

CENTRAL VIGILANCE COMMISSION (CVC) 

 

 There are 3 principal actors at the national level in the fight against corruption: the Lokpal, the Central 

Vigilance Commission (CVC), and the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI). 

 Central Vigilance Commission is the apex vigilance institution, free of control from any executive authority, 

monitoring all vigilance activity under the Central Government and advising various authorities in Central 

Government organizations in planning, executing, reviewing and reforming their vigilance work. 

 Background: The CVC was set up by the Government in February, 1964 on the recommendations of the 

Committee on Prevention of Corruption, headed by K. Santhanam. 

 It is an independent body which is only responsible to the Parliament. 

 Composition: It is a multi-member Commission consisting of a Central Vigilance Commissioner (Chairperson) 

and not more than 2 Vigilance Commissioners (Member). 

 The Central Vigilance Commissioner and the Vigilance Commissioners are appointed by the President on 

the recommendations of a Committee consisting of the Prime Minister (Chairperson), the Minister of Home 

Affairs (Member) and the Leader of the Opposition in the House of the People (Member). 

 Tenure: The term of office of the Central Vigilance Commissioner and the Vigilance Commissioners is 4 

years from the date on which they enter their office or till they attain the age of 65 years, whichever is earlier. 

 Role and Functions: Exercise superintendence over the functioning of the Delhi Special Police 

Establishment (CBI) insofar as it relates to the investigation of offences under the Prevention of Corruption 

Act, 1988. 

 The CVC receives complaints on corruption or misuse of office and recommends appropriate action. Following 

institutions, bodies, or a person can approach CVC: Central government, Lokpal and Whistle blowers. 

 CVC has no investigation wing of its own as it depends on the CBI and the Chief Vigilance Officers (CVO) 

of central organizations, while CBI has its own investigation wing drawing its powers from Delhi Special Police 

Establishment Act. 

 

DIRECTORATE OF ENFORCEMENT 

 
 The Directorate of Enforcement (ED) is a law enforcement agency and economic intelligence 

agency responsible for enforcing economic laws and fighting economic crime in India.  It is part of the 

Department of Revenue, Ministry of Finance, and Government of India.  

 

 It is composed of officers from the Indian Revenue Service, Indian Corporate Law Service, Indian Police 

Service and the Indian Administrative Service as well as promoted officers from its own cadre. The total 

strength of the department is less than 2000 officers out of which around 70% of officials came from deputation 

from other organizations while ED has its own cadre, too.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_Information_and_Broadcasting_(India)
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/lokpal-and-lokayukta
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/central-vigilance-commission-cvc
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/central-vigilance-commission-cvc
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/national-conference-on-cybercrime-investigation-and-forensics
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/whistleblowers-protection-act
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law_enforcement_in_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economic_warfare
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economic_warfare
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_Finance_(India)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Revenue_Service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Corporate_Law_Service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Police_Service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Police_Service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Administrative_Service
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 Assistant Enforcement Officer are recruited for ED cadre, these officers are the only departmental staff that 

serves the ED. AEOs are promoted to various levels of the hierarchy and they are the backbone of this small 

department.  

 

 The origin of this Directorate goes back to 1 May 1956, when an ‘Enforcement Unit’ was formed, in Department 

of Economic Affairs, for handling Exchange Control Laws violations under Foreign Exchange Regulation Act, 

1947.  

 

 In the year 1957, this Unit was renamed as ‘Enforcement Directorate’.  Sanjay Kumar Mishra former Chief 

Commissioner of Income Tax, New Delhi was appointed as ED chief in the rank of Secretary to Government 

of India.  

 

 The prime objective of the Enforcement Directorate is the enforcement of two key Acts of the Government of 

India namely, the Foreign Exchange Management Act 1999 (FEMA) and the Prevention of Money Laundering 

Act 2002 (PMLA).  

 

 The ED's (Enforcement Directorate) official website enlists its other objectives which are primarily linked to 

checking money laundering in India. In fact, this is an investigation agency so providing the complete details 

on public domain is against the rules of GOI. 

 

OTHER MAJOR SCAM IN INDIA: 

 

 Various telecom companies such as Reliance Jio, Bharti Airtel and Vodafone Idea have participated in the 

pre-bid conference conducted in regard to the spectrum auctions. The telecom department had asked all the 

telecommunication firms, telcos, to submit their pre-written queries about the rules and processes by January 

15. 

 

 The word spectrum gained popularity in 2010-11 when India reported its biggest scam called 2G Spectrum 

Scam. Various politicians were associated with this case and many were arrested.  

 

What is Spectrum? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCAMS THAT DISTURBED BANKING SYSTEM IN INDIA 

  

 In the present-day economic system, banks play a very important role in the economic development of the 

country. Nowadays, banks have diversified their activities and are getting into new schemes and services that 

create opportunities for financial inclusion. As the banking sector is flourishing, it is getting plagued by some 

operational problems such as frauds etc 

Spectrum is a range of radio waves used for communication purposes. It would 
include FM and AM radio broadcasts too and WiFi or Bluetooth.  With Spectrum 
come frequency. Frequency is the number of repetitions of the wave that one can see 
in a period.  This means is a wave repeat slowly, it is low frequency and if it repeats 
more times in a period, it would be referred to as high frequency. Thus spectrum 
refers to the waves that surround us and can pass through anything.  This means it 
needs to be regulated also which is why they are divided into bands.  If left at any 
frequency, there would be a complete chaos and the interference would be 

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Assistant_Enforcement_Officer&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foreign_Exchange_Management_Act
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prevention_of_Money_Laundering_Act
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prevention_of_Money_Laundering_Act
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 Financial Stability Report of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) shows, that the Indian banking system reported 

about 6,500 instances of fraud involving over ₹30,000 crore in 2017-18. Central Vigilance Commission 

(CVC) analysed the top 100 banking frauds in different sectors and has also suggested some measures that will 

help avoid such unethical activities in the future. 

 Banking frauds attracted national attention when the Punjab National Bank reported earlier this year that it had 

been defrauded by companies related to jeweler Nirav Modi and Mehul Choksi. Several other cases of large 

banking frauds were reported subsequently, which raised questions about the ability of banks to contain them. 

Here are some of the biggest scams that disturbed the country's banking system: 

 In 2011, investigative agency CBI revealed that executives of certain banks such as the Bank of Maharashtra, 

Oriental Bank of Commerce and IDBI created almost 10,000 fictitious accounts, and an amount of Rs 1,500 crore 

worth loans were transferred. 

 Another scam that was unfolded in 2014 was the bribe-for-loan scam involving ex-chairman and MD of 

Syndicate Bank SK Jain for involvement in sanctioning Rs Rs 8,000 crore. 

 In 2014, Vijay Mallya was also declared a willful defaulter by Union Bank of India , following which other 

banks such as SBI and PNB followed suit. 

 In 2015, another fraud that raised eyebrows involved employees of Jain Infraprojects, who defrauded Central 

Bank of India to the tune of over Rs 2,000 crore. 

 One of the biggest banking frauds of 2016 is the one involving Syndicate Bank, where almost 380 accounts 

were opened by four people, who defrauded the bank of Rs 10 billion using fake cheques, Letter of Undertakings 

(LoUs) and LIC policies. 

 The fresh bank fraud to the tune of Rs 11,450 crore involving diamond merchant Nirav Modi. It has come to 

light that the company, in connivance with retired employees of PNB, got at least 150 LoUs, allowing Nirav 

Modi Group to defraud the bank and many other banks who gave loans to him. 

The reason behind these frauds 

 Most frauds show that banks did not observe due diligence, both before and after disbursing loans. 

 Poor level of checks and balances in the banking system is also one of the reason. 

 Lack of technology and fraud monitoring agencies to detect frauds makes the problem more complex. 

 There is an absence of an effective mechanism to monitor the credit flow. 

 Flawed risk-mitigation design, which creates an excessive focus on credit or market risks, but focuses less on 

operational risks also leading to more breaches. 

 Excessive dependence on manual supervision, at both external and internal levels makes it impossible to 

manually control and supervise the sheer volume of transactions. 

 The disintegrating moral fibre of Indian businessmen, bankers and other white-collar professionals, nepotism 

in internal committees of banks, unnecessary political interventions lead to increased frauds. 
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 The political pulls and pressures on investigating agencies, and long-drawn processes of legal system act less 

as a deterrent. 
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#EXEMPTION OF ARMY PERSONNEL FROM ADULTERY 
 

 The Supreme Court recently admitted a petition filed by the Ministry of Defence (MoD). 

  

 MoD has sought to exempt armed forces personnel from the ambit of a Constitution Bench judgment of 2018 that 

decriminalised adultery. 

 

Key Points: 

 

 A three-judge Bench led by Justice Rohinton Fali Nariman said the plea had to be considered by a Constitution 

Bench because the original verdict, striking down Section 497 (adultery) of the IPC, was pronounced by a five-

judge Bench in September 2018.  

 

 The court referred the case to the Chief Justice to pass 

appropriate orders to form a five-judge Bench to clarify the 

impact of the 2018 judgment on the armed forces. 

 

Reason given by the government for seeking exemption: 

 

 There will always be a concern in the minds of the Army 

personnel who are operating far away from their families 

under challenging conditions about the family indulging 

in untoward activity. 

 

 Personnel of the Army, Navy and the Air Force were a 

“distinct class”. They were governed by special 

legislation, the Army Act, the Navy Act and the Air Force 

Act.  

 

 Adultery amounted to an unbecoming conduct and a 

violation of discipline under the three Acts. 

 

 The three laws were protected by Article 33 of the 

Constitution, which allowed the government to modify 

the fundamental rights of the armed forces personnel. 

 

  

Adultery is extramarital sex that is 
considered objectionable on social, 
religious, moral, or legal grounds. 
Although the sexual activities that 
constitute adultery vary, as well as the 
social, religious, and legal 
consequences, the concept exists in 
many cultures and is similar 
in Christianity, Judaism and Islam. A 
single act of sexual intercourse is 
generally sufficient to constitute 
adultery, and a more long-term sexual 
relationship is sometimes referred to as 
an affair. Historically, many cultures 
considered adultery a very 
serious crime, some subject to severe 
punishment, usually for the woman and 
sometimes for the man, with penalties 
including capital 
punishment, mutilation, or torture. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extramarital_sex
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_sexual_activity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Affair
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crime
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capital_punishment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capital_punishment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mutilation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torture
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#SECTION 5 OF SMA, 1954 STRUCK DOWN 
 

Recently, the Allahabad High Court has struck down the provisions under Section 5 of the Special Marriage Act that 

required parties to give a 30-day mandatory public notice of their intention to marry. 

Provisions of the Special Marriage Act: 

 Section 4: There are certain conditions laid down in 

Section 4 of the Act: It says that neither of the parties 

should have a spouse living. 

 Both the parties should be capable of giving 

consent; should be sane at the time of marriage. 

 The parties shall not be within the prohibited degree of 

relations as prescribed under their law. 

 While considering the age, the male must be at least 21 

and the female be 18 at least. 

 Section 5 and 6: 

 Under these sections, the parties wishing to marry 

are supposed to give a notice for their marriage to the 

Marriage Officer in an area where one of the spouses has 

been living for the last 30 days. Then, the marriage 

officer publishes the notice of marriage in his office. 

 Anyone having any objection to the marriage can file 

against it within a period of 30 days. If any such 

objection against the marriage is sustained by the 

marriage officer, the marriage can be rejected. 

Details of the verdict 

 Observations: The provision for mandatory publication of notice, derived through “simplistic reading” of the 

particular law, “would invade the fundamental rights of liberty and privacy, including within its sphere 

freedom to choose for marriage without interference from state and non-state actors, of the persons concerned”. 

 The court also noted that despite the secular law for marriage, a majority of marriages in the country happen as 

per religious customs. It said that when marriages under personal law do not require a notice or invitation for 

objections, such a requirement is obsolete in secular law and cannot be forced on a couple. 

 Publishing marriage details made optional: The court made it optional for the parties to the intended marriage 

to make a request in writing to the Marriage Officer to publish or not to publish a notice under Section 5 and 6 

of the Act of 1954. 

 Directives for Marriage officer: In case the parties do not make such a request for publication of notice in 

writing, the Marriage Officer shall not publish any such notice or entertain objections to the intended marriage 

and proceed with the solemnization of the marriage. However, in case the officer has any doubt, he could ask 

for appropriate details/proof as per the facts of the case. 

 

 

The Special Marriage Act, 1954 is an Act of 
the Parliament of India enacted to provide 
a special form of marriage for the people 
of India and all Indian nationals in foreign 
countries, irrespective of the religion or 
faith followed by either party. The Act 
originated from a piece of legislation 
proposed during the late 19th century. 
Marriages solemnized under Special 
Marriage Act are not governed by 
personal laws. In 1872 Act III, 1872 was 
enacted but later it was found inadequate 
for certain desired reforms, and 
Parliament enacted a new 
legislation. Henry Sumner Maine first 
introduced Act III of 1872, which would 
permit any dissenters to marry whomever 
they chose under a new civil marriage law.  

 
 

https://www.drishtiias.com/loksabha-rajyasabha-discussions/the-big-picture-special-marriage-act
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/minimum-age-of-marriage-for-girls
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Act_of_Parliament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliament_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Sumner_Maine
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Basis of Judgement is progressive rulings by the Supreme Court: 

 Aadhaar case (2017) which made the right to privacy a fundamental right under Article 21 of the Constitution 

of India. 

 Hadiya Marriage Case (2018) which held that the right to choose a partner is a fundamental right. 

 Navtej Singh Johar vs. Union of India case (2018) in which the court decriminalised homosexuality striking 

down the Section 377 of IPC. 

Significance of the verdict 

 It would decrease the cases of conversion for marriage, as the delay under the special marriage Act 1954 was 

forcing many couples to marry by converting. 

 It shall remove hindrances to inter-faith and inter-caste marriages, and thus could promote ideals 

of secularism and egalitarianism. 

 It shall provide relief to interfaith couples from being targeted by vigilante groups. 

 Issue related to the verdict: 

 Doing away with the public notification of the marriage could increase the cases of cheating, for example cases 

of duping by a married spouse. 

 It can facilitate anti social activities such as forceful conversion. 

 

  

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/supreme-court-upholds-aadhaars-constitutional-validity
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/privacy-judgement-and-the-aftermath
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/to-the-point-paper-2-section-377-judgement
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#SC DISMISSED AADHAAR REVIEW PETITIONS 
 

Recently, the Supreme Court has dismissed petitions seeking a 

review of its 2018 judgment upholding the constitutional validity 

of the Aadhaar Act (2016).  

Background of the issue: 

 In 2018, the SC upheld the country’s biometric identity system 

and also cleared mandatory Aadhaar enrolment of recipients 

of government welfare benefits. 

 The court, in its verdict, had also approved the passage of 

Aadhaar law by the Parliament as a money bill, which did not require an approval of the Rajya Sabha. 

 Thereafter, review petitions were filed against the judgement. 

Issue Involved: 

 Whether the decision of the Lok Sabha Speaker under Article 110 (3) of the Constitution to certify a bill as a 

money bill under Article 110 (1) is final and binding, or can be subject to judicial review. 

 If the decision is subject to judicial review, whether the Aadhaar Act, 2016 has been correctly certified as a 

money bill. 

SC’s Ruling: 

 Majority Decision: Majority of the bench (i:e 4 out of 5) held that “no case for review” of the 2018 judgment 

was made and dismissed the petitions. The 2019 judgment in Rojer Mathew v South Indian Bank Ltd was not 

sufficient to press for a reconsideration of the 2018 Aadhaar judgment. 

Rojer Mathew v South Indian Bank Ltd 2019: 

 The judgment in this case said that the speaker’s decision was not beyond judicial review though the scope 

was extremely restricted. 

 It had also said that the 2018 Aadhaar verdict had not answered conclusively the question as to what constitutes 

a money Bill under Article 110 (1) and had directed that it be referred to a larger Bench which has not been 

constituted yet. 

Dissenting Judgment: 

 One of the five judges dissented with the majority view and said that the 2019 judgment questioning the 

correctness of the Aadhaar verdict was a relevant fact and that the apex court must wait for the larger bench 

of seven judges to decide these pertinent issues. 

 He also referred to the Sabarimala case where a nine-judge Bench in February 2020 had referred certain 

questions of law arising in the context of an earlier decision by a five-judge Bench in September 2019 to a 

larger Bench while keeping the review petitions pending. 

 He held that it is a constitutional error to hold at this stage that no ground exists to review the judgment and 

it would have serious consequences not just for judicial discipline, but also for the ends of justice. 

Final Judgement: 

 Even as one of the five judges on the bench termed it a “constitutional error,” the SC by a majority verdict has 

dismissed a clutch of petitions seeking a review of its 2018 judgment that validated the Aadhaar Act.  

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/supreme-court-upholds-aadhaars-constitutional-validity
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/aadhar-and-its-voluntary-use
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/parliament-sessions
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/misuse-of-money-bills-in-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/role-of-rajya-sabha
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/review-petition
https://www.drishtiias.com/loksabha-rajyasabha-discussions/in-depth-speaker-roles-and-responsibility
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/judicial-review-1#:~:text=Key%20Points,wrongs%20of%20the%20conclusion%20reached.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/supreme-court-on-religious-practices
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#UP GOVT’S ORDINANCE TO DEAL WITH UNLAWFUL 

CONERSIONS 

The Uttar Pradesh (UP) government has recently passed an ordinance to deal with unlawful religious 

conversions, which are in opposition of various judgements of the Supreme Court (SC). 

UP Unlawful Religious Conversion Prohibition Ordinance, 2020: 

 It makes religious conversion for marriage a non-bailable offence and the onus will be on the defendant 

to prove that conversion was not for marriage.  

 The notice period to the District Magistrate for the religious conversion is two months. 

 In case of conversion done by a woman for the sole purpose of marriage, the marriage would be 

declared null and void. 

 Violation of the provisions of the law would invite a jail term of not less than one year extendable to 

five years with a fine of Rs. 15,000. 

 If a minor woman or a woman from the Scheduled Caste (SC) or Scheduled Tribe (ST) converts, the 

jail term would be a minimum of three years and could be extended to 10 years with a fine of Rs. 

25,000. 

 The ordinance also lays down strict action, including cancellation of registration of social 

organisations conducting mass conversions, which would invite a jail term of not less than three years 

and up to 10 years and a fine of Rs. 50,000. 

Supreme Court on Marriage and Conversion: 

 The SC in its various judgments, has held that faith, the state and the courts have no jurisdiction over 

an adult’s absolute right to choose a life partner. 

 India is a “free and democratic country” and any interference by the State in an adult’s right to love 

and marry has a “chilling effect” on freedoms. 

 Intimacies of marriage lie within a core zone of privacy, which is inviolable and the choice of a life 

partner, whether by marriage or outside it, is part of an individual's “personhood and identity”. 

 The absolute right of an individual to choose a life partner is not in the least affected by matters of 

faith. 

Related Previous Judgements: 

 Hadiya Judgement 2017: 

 Matters of dress and of food, of ideas and ideologies, of love and partnership are within the 

central aspects of identity. Neither the State nor the law can dictate a choice of partners or limit 

the free ability of every person to decide on these matters. 

 K.S. Puttuswamy or ‘privacy’ Judgment 2017: 

 Autonomy of the individual was the ability to make decisions in vital matters of concern to life. 

 Lata Singh Case 1994: 

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/supreme-court-of-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/choosing-a-partner-is-a-persons-fundamental-right-sc
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/privacy-judgement-and-the-aftermath
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 The apex court held that India is going through a “crucial transformational period” and 

the “Constitution will remain strong only if we accept the plurality and diversity of our 

culture”. 

 Relatives disgruntled by the inter-religious marriage of a loved one could opt to “cut off social 

relations” rather than resort to violence or harassment. 

 Soni Gerry case, 2018: 

 The SC warned judges from playing “super-guardians”, succumbing to “any kind of sentiment 

of the mother or the egotism of the father”. 

 Salamat Ansari-Priyanka Kharwar case of Allahabad High Court 2020: 

 The right to choose a partner or live with a person of choice was part of a citizen’s fundamental 

right to life and liberty (Article 21). 

 It also held that earlier court rulings upholding the idea of religious conversion for marriage 

as unacceptable are not good in law. 
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#MARITAL RAPE IN INDIA (NCRB REPORT) 
 

 Domestic violence in India is an entrenched problem, and it has only been exacerbated in the recent years. 

 

Vulnerability of Indian Women 

 

 Domestic Violence: About 70% of women in India are victims of domestic violence.  

 

 Rape: National Crime Records Bureau’s (NCRB) ‘Crime in India’ 2019 report shows that a woman is raped every 

16 minutes, and every four minutes, she experiences cruelty at the hands of her in-laws.  

 

 Reporting of Sexual Violence: An analysis of National Family Health Survey (NFHS) 2015-16 data indicates that 

an estimated 99.1 per cent of sexual violence cases go unreported  

 

 Marital Violence: The average Indian woman is 17 times more likely to face sexual violence from her husband 

than from others. 

 

Recommendation of committees  

 

 In 2013, the UN Committee on Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) recommended that the 

Indian government should criminalize marital rape.  

 

 The JS Verma committee set up in the aftermath of nationwide protests over the December 16, 2012 gang rape 

case had also recommended the same. 

 

How does Indian Law regime deal with Marital Rape? 

 

 Marital rape, the act of forcing your spouse into having sex without proper consent. It is an unjust yet not 

uncommon way to degrade and disempower women.  

 

 One of the most horrifying and repressive issues with the Indian legal regime is that marital rape is perfectly 

legal. 

 

 Section 375 of Indian Penal Code (IPC) defines the offence of rape with the help of six descriptions. One of the 

exceptions to this offence is “Sexual intercourse or sexual acts by a man with his own wife, the wife not being 

under 15 years of age, is not rape”. 

 

What is the Criticism of India’s Legal regime on Marital Rape? 

 

 Against International Norm: Today, it has been impeached in more than 100 countries but, unfortunately, India 

is one of the only 36 countries where marital rape is still not criminalized. 

 

 Concerns of Implied Consent: The concept of marital rape in India is the epitome of what we call an “implied 

consent”. Marriage between a man and a woman here implies that both have consented to sexual intercourse and 

it cannot be otherwise. The Indian Penal Code, 1860, also communicates the same. 

 

 Against Right to Life and Right to Equality: The Supreme Court has included sanctity of women, and freedom 

to make choices related to sexual activity under the ambit of Article 21. Therefore, this exception clause is 

violative of Article 14 and Article 21 of the Indian Constitution. 
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 Patriarchal outlook of Laws: Rape laws in our country continue with the patriarchal outlook of considering 

women to be the property of men post marriage, with no autonomy or agency over their bodies. They deny 

married women equal protection of the laws guaranteed by the Indian constitution. 

 

 Differentiates Married & Unmarried women: A married woman has the same right to control her own body as 

does an unmarried woman. Unfortunately, this principle is not upheld in Indian rape laws. 

 

 Marital Rape is more dangerous to Women’s life: Rape is rape, irrespective of the identity of the perpetrator, and 

age of the survivor. A woman who is raped by a stranger, lives with a memory of a horrible attack; a woman 

who is raped by her husband lives with her rapist. 

 

 Colonial Hangover:  Our penal laws, handed down from the British, have by and large remained untouched even 

after 73 years of independence. But English laws have been amended and marital rape was criminalised way 

back in 1991. No Indian government has, however, so far shown an active interest in remedying this problem. 

 

 Violative of UN Convention: Section 375 (Exception) of IPC is inconsistent with and violative of these 

principles of United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women. 

 

 Does not pass the test of “intelligible differentia”: Essentially, Section 375 (Exception) creates a classification not 

only between consent given by a married and unmarried woman, but also between married females below 15 

years of age and over 15 years old. Such a classification does not pass the test of “intelligible differentia. 

 

Conclusion 

 

 In 2017, a PIL was filed by Independent Thought, an NGO, challenging this unintelligible classification and 

claiming that married women over 15 years of age should also be afforded this protection.  

 

 The Supreme Court concurred with these averments to some extent and extended the age limit in Section 375 from 

15 years to 18 years. 

 

 The above judgment was only a small step towards striking down the legalisation of marital rape.  

 

 It is high time that the legislature should take cognisance of marital rape and bring it within the purview of rape 

laws by eliminating Section 375 (Exception) of IPC.  

 

 By removing this law, women will be safer from abusive spouses, can receive the help needed to recover from 

marital rape and can save themselves from domestic violence and sexual abuse. 

 

  

https://iasbaba.com/2017/10/iasbabas-daily-current-affairs-12th-oct-2017/#Striking_down_of_Section_375(2)_of_the_IPC
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#STATES PLANS TO PASS LAWS TO END ‘LOVE JIHAD’ 
 

With Uttar Pradesh leading the way, a set of states now plan to pass laws to end what they call “love jihad”. 

 

What is “Love Jihad”? 

 

 Love Jihad, also called Romeo Jihad, is an alleged activity 

under which young Muslim boys and men are said to 

reportedly target young girls belonging to non-Muslim 

communities for conversion to Islam by feigning love. 

 

 There is no legal sanction to political terms such as ‘love 

jihad’.  

 

 Even though individual reports have spread, all official 

investigations in India launched in 2009, 2010, 2012 and 2014 

have found no evidence of the activity 

 

Uttar Pradesh Prohibition of Unlawful Religious Conversion Law, 2020 

 

 Immediate Context: The immediate context for such a law is a recent Allahabad High Court judgment which in 

a recent ruling declared that the conversion for the sole purpose of marriage as “null and void”. 

 

 Prohibition on forceful or fraudulent Conversion: The proposed law says that those found guilty of 

conversion done though “misrepresentation, force, undue influence, coercion, allurement or by any fraudulent 

means” in contravention of the law would face jail term of one to 5 years, and a minimum fine of Rs 15,000. 

 

 Marriage for the sole purpose of unlawful conversion: The law also says that a marriage will be declared 

“shunya” (null and void) if the “sole intention” of the same is to “change a girl’s religion”. 

 

 Cognizable and non-bailable offences: Notwithstanding anything mentioned in the Code of Criminal 

Procedure, 1973; all the offences under this law shall be cognizable and non-bailable and triable by the Court of 

Sessions.  

 

 Approval for Conversions: Anyone wanting to convert into another religion would have to give it in writing to 

the District Magistrate at least two months in advance. Upon receiving the information, the said officer will 

conduct an enquiry to real intention, purpose and cause of the proposed religious conversion. If the proposed 

conversion contradicts the provisions of this law, it would be illegal and void. 

 

 Burden of Proof: It would be the responsibility of the one going for the religious conversion to prove that it is 

not taking place forcefully or with any fraudulent means. In case, any violation is found under this provision, 

then one faces a jail term from 6 months to 3 years and fine of minimum Rs 10,000. 

 

Criticism of UP Law 

 

 Interference with Personal Liberty:  The law plans to outlaw religious conversion which may take place for 

marriage purposes. This interferes with personal liberty. 

 

 Curtails Freedom of Religion: Based on Articles 25 to 28, an Indian citizen is guaranteed the freedom to practise 

any religion of his or her choice. The above UP law curtails this freedom. The State wants to intervene not only 

in the citizens’ private relationship with God, but also in the choice of their spouse. 
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 Against Article 21 (Right to Life): The right to marry a person of one’s choice is integral to Article 21 of the 

Constitution. Intimacies of marriage lie within a core zone of privacy, which is inviolable and the choice of a life 

partner, whether by marriage or outside it, is part of an individual’s ‘personhood and identity’. 

 Against Right to Privacy: In SC’s K.S. Puttaswamy v UOI (2017) judgment, it read the “right of choice of a family 

life” as a fundamental right. The regressive law limits the choice of a prospective spouse such that this spouse 

would only be one approved by the State. 

 

 Laws exist to deal with Inter-Faith Marriages: The domain of matrimony is occupied by separate laws governing 

weddings that take place under religious traditions, and the Special Marriage Act that enables a secular marriage. 

 

 

  



SM PRAVAHINI MONTHLY COMPENDIUM  WWW.SUCCESSMANTRA.IN JANUARY 2021 

 

#ANTI-TRUST LAW SUIT AGAINST FACEBOOK 
 

Two lawsuits filed by the United States federal government and governments of 48 US states and territories have put 

under the scanner the acquisition by Facebook of Instagram and WhatsApp. 

 

The US Federal Trade Commission (FTC)’s lawsuit accused Facebook of eliminating competition with the acquisitions 

— even though the FTC itself had approved the deals. 

 

What does the FTC’s lawsuit say? 

 

 The FTC has alleged that Facebook “is illegally maintaining its personal social networking monopoly through 

a years-long course of anticompetitive conduct”.  

 

 The lawsuit followed a “lengthy investigation” by a “coalition of attorneys general of US States”. 

 

 Facebook’s 2012 acquisition of Instagram for $1 billion and the 2014 acquisition of WhatsApp for $19 billion 

are being cited as attempts to illegally eliminate competition. 

 

 The FTC has also accused Facebook of imposing “anti-competitive conditions on software developers”. It says 

Facebook’s practices have harmed competition and left “consumers with few choices for personal social 

networking, and deprives advertisers of the benefits of competition.” 

 

 The lawsuit cites how Facebook restricted its “third-party software developers’ access to valuable 

interconnections to its platform” by exercising strict control over its application programming interfaces or APIs. 

 

 It gives the example of Twitter’s short video app Vine, which was introduced in 2013. Facebook shut down API 

access for Vine, effectively restricting its ability to grow. 

 

 Facebook’s monopoly over social media has resulted in “staggering profits” for the company, the lawsuit says. 

 

Facebook acquisition of Instagram & Whatsapp 

 

 The FTC has noted that the acquisition of Instagram came at a time when users were switching “from desktop 

computers to smartphones” and “increasingly embracing photo-sharing”. 

 

 With WhatsApp, Facebook did the same, the FTC says. When it realised that WhatsApp was “clear global 

‘category leader’ in mobile messaging,” it bought out the competition. 

 

 According to the complaint, Facebook acquiring WhatsApp also meant that “any future threat will have a more 

difficult time gaining scale in mobile messaging”.  

 

 This has largely been true. WhatsApp dominates the mobile messaging space, and currently has over 2 billion 

users globally; more than 400 million in India alone. No other messaging app comes even close. 

 

 FTC had approved the Instagram and WhatsApp deals but it says its “action challenges more than just the 

acquisitions”. It is “challenging a multi-year course of conduct that constituted monopolization of the personal 

social networking market”. 

 

 The FTC also says that it can – and often does – challenge approved transactions when they violate the law. 
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Demands of FTC 

 

 The lawsuit seeks “divestitures of assets, including Instagram and WhatsApp”.  

 

 So if the FTC wins, Facebook might be forced to sell Instagram and WhatsApp, two products that are more 

appealing to younger users and in new geographies, and are therefore crucial to driving the company’s growth. 

 

 The FTC also wants to “prohibit Facebook from imposing anti-competitive conditions on software 

developers”. This means Facebook will have to “seek prior notice and approval for future mergers and 

acquisitions”. 

 

Facebook in response: 

 

 Facebook has called the lawsuits “revisionist history.” The company has said it is not true that it has no 

competition, and named “Apple, Google, Twitter, Snap, Amazon, TikTok and Microsoft”.  

 

 The lawsuits ignore the fact that users can and do move often to competing apps 

 

 Facebook has also questioned the “attack” on its acquisitions, and recalled that the FTC had cleared the 

Instagram deal after an in-depth review.  

 

 The WhatsApp transaction had been reviewed by the European Union as well. 

 

 According to Facebook, “Those hard challenges are best solved by updating the rules of the Internet.” 

 

 Regarding the API restrictions, Facebook argues that it is allowed to choose its business partners. YouTube, 

Twitter, and WeChat have done well despite these API policies, it says. 
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#PREVENTION OF SLAUGHTER & PRESERVATION OF 

CATTLE BILL 2020 
 

 Recently, The BJP-led government in Karnataka passed the Karnataka Prevention of Slaughter and 

Preservation of Cattle Bill (2020) in the Assembly on December 9 amid strong opposition from the Congress 

and the Janata Dal (Secular).  

 

 The Bill envisages a ban on all forms of cattle slaughter and stringent punishment for offenders. 

 

Is there Differences between the Bill of 2010 & 2020? 

 

 The 2020 Bill is a revised version of a law passed by the BJP when it was in power in 2010. It was presented in 

a bid to ban all forms of cattle slaughter by recommending stringent punishment for violators. 

 

 However, as cited by top leaders of the ruling party in Karnataka, prescribed punishments have been intensified 

and a complete ban on any kind of cattle slaughter is being stressed upon in the new Bill. 

 

 The 2010 Bill was passed when BJP was in power with B S Yediyurappa as Chief Minister. It was shelved in 

2013 by the Siddaramaiah-led Congress government after the Bill failed to get the Governor’s assent. 

 

 The Congress had then reverted to the less-stringent Karnataka Prevention of Cow Slaughter and Preservation 

of Animals Act, 1964, that allowed cow slaughter with certain restrictions. 

 

 The 1964 law allowed the slaughter of bullock, buffalo-male or female if it was certified by a competent 

authority to be above the age of 12 years, incapacitated for breeding or deemed sick. That law had banned the 

killing of any cow or calf of she-buffalo. 

 

Reasons for re-introducing the bill 

 

 Demanding a total ban on cow slaughter in the state, the BJP cow protection cell in the state had written to 

Chief Minister B S Yediyurappa seeking the reintroduction of the 2010 Bill. According to party sources, 

discussions concerning the legal validity of the same began a few weeks later. 

 

 Meanwhile, days before the winter session began — on December 7 — in Karnataka’s Vidhana Soudha, 

Minister for Animal Husbandry Prabhu Chauhan had constituted a committee to study various aspects 

related to similar laws in place in Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh as well. 

 

Definition of ‘BEEF’ & ‘CATTLE’ 

 

 While ‘beef’ is defined as the flesh of cattle in any form, the word ‘cattle’ is defined as “cow, calf of a cow and 

bull, bullock, and he or she buffalo below the age of thirteen years”.  

 

 The Bill also terms shelters established for the protection and preservation of cattle registered with the 

Department of Animal Husbandry and Fisheries as ‘gau shalas’. 

 Police officers ranked sub-inspector and above or a competent authority will have the power to search 

premises and seize cattle and materials used or intended to use to commit the offence.  

 

 Such seizures, if any, will then be reported before the Sub-Divisional Magistrate without unreasonable delay. 

https://indianexpress.com/about/bjp/
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/bangalore/anti-cow-slaughter-bill-karnataka-assembly-7098385/
https://indianexpress.com/about/janata-dal/
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PENALTIES FOR VIOLATORS 

 Terming cow slaughter as a cognizable offence, violators can attract three to seven years of imprisonment.  

 

 While a penalty between Rs 50,000 and Rs 5 lakh can be levied for the first offence, second and subsequent 

offences can attract penalties ranging between Rs 1 lakh and Rs 10 lakh. 

 

#SUPREME COURT STAY ON ANDHRA PRADESH HC ORDER 

 Recently, the Supreme Court (SC) has stayed an Andhra 

Pradesh High Court (HC) order intending to embark on 

a judicial enquiry into whether there is a constitutional 

breakdown in the State machinery, requiring a declaration 

of President’s rule (Article 356).  

 A three-judge bench headed by Chief Justice of India S A 

Bobde found the order disturbing and will take up the matter 

later on after vacations. 

Andhra Pradesh High Court’s Move: 

 While hearing a clutch of habeas corpus petitions in October 2020, it suo motu summoned the State 

counsel to assist it in deciding “whether in circumstances prevailing in the State, the court can record a 

finding that there is constitutional breakdown or not”. 

 Habeas Corpus is a Latin term which literally means ‘to have the body of’. Under this the court issues an 

order to a person who has detained another person, to produce the body of the latter before it. 

 This writ is a bulwark of individual liberty against arbitrary detention and can be issued against both 

public authorities as well as private individuals. 

State Government’s Appeal: 

 The HC framed the question in an unprecedented manner and without any basis or pleadings by any 

of the parties to that effect. 

 It highlighted that Article 356, which deals with failure of Constitutional machinery in a State, is a power 

exclusively vested in the executive and not the judiciary. 

 Under the Constitutional framework, it is not for the Courts to decide as to whether there is a 

Constitutional breakdown in a State as they do not have any judicially discoverable and manageable 

standards to determine so. 

 The said fact is essentially an executive function and is necessarily required to be based on a detailed 

factual analysis. 

 The HC order is a serious encroachment on the powers of the executive as enumerated under the 

Constitution and is violative of the doctrine of separation of powers and thus, violative of the basic 

structure of the Constitution. 

 Separation of powers is the division of the legislative, executive, and judicial functions of government. 

 Since the sanction of all three branches is required for the making, executing, and administering of laws, 

it minimises the possibility of arbitrary excesses by the government. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/supreme-court-of-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/president-s-rule-in-maharashtra#:~:text=Under%20Article%20356%2C%20President's%20Rule,the%20provisions%20of%20the%20Constitution.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/habeas-corpus-cases-in-jammu-kashmir
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/reservation-not-a-fundamental-right-supreme-court
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/checks-balances-1#:~:text=of%20the%20government.-,The%20Doctrine%20of%20Separation%20of%20Powers,arbitrary%20excesses%20by%20the%20government.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/basic-structure-of-constitution#:~:text=Origin%3A%20The%20basic%20structure%20theory,fundamental%20features%E2%80%9D%20of%20their%20Constitution.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/basic-structure-of-constitution#:~:text=Origin%3A%20The%20basic%20structure%20theory,fundamental%20features%E2%80%9D%20of%20their%20Constitution.
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 The constitutional demarcation precludes the concentration of excessive power by any branch of the 

government. 

5 types of writs envisaged in the Constitution 

 

 Habeas Corpus: The Latin meaning of the word ‘Habeas Corpus’ is ‘To have the body of.’ This writ is used 

to enforce the fundamental right of individual liberty against unlawful detention. Through Habeas 

Corpus, Supreme Court/High Court orders one person who has arrested another person to bring the body 

of the latter before the court. 

 Mandamus: The literal meaning of this writ is ‘We command.’ This writ is used by the court to order the 

public official who has failed to perform his duty or refused to do his duty, to resume his work. Besides 

public officials, Mandamus can be issued against any public body, a corporation, an inferior court, a 

tribunal, or government for the same purpose. 

 Prohibition: The literal meaning of ‘Prohibition’ is ‘To forbid.’ A court that is higher in position issues a 

Prohibition writ against a court that is lower in position to prevent the latter from exceeding its jurisdiction 

or usurping a jurisdiction that it does not possess. It directs inactivity. 

 Certiorari: The literal meaning of the writ of ‘Certiorari’ is ‘To be certified’ or ‘To be informed.’ This writ 

is issued by a court higher in authority to a lower court or tribunal ordering them either to transfer a case 

pending with them to itself or squash their order in a case. It is issued on the grounds of an excess of 

jurisdiction or lack of jurisdiction or error of law. It not only prevents but also cures for the mistakes in 

the judiciary. 

 Quo-Warranto: The literal meaning of the writ of ‘Quo-Warranto’ is ‘By what authority or warrant.’ 

Supreme Court or High Court issue this writ to prevent illegal usurpation of a public office by a person. 

Through this writ, the court enquires into the legality of a claim of a person to a public office 

President’s Rule 

 It implies the suspension of a state government and the imposition of direct rule of the Centre. It is also 

known as ‘State Emergency’ or ‘Constitutional Emergency’. 

 The SC in Bommai case 1994 enlisted the situations where the exercise of power under Article 356 could be 

used. 

 One such situation is that of ‘Hung Assembly’, i.e. where after general elections to the assembly, no party 

secures a majority. 

 The President’s rule is imposed through the invocation of Article 356 of the Constitution by the President on 

the advice of the Union Council of Ministers (executive). 

 If the President, upon receipt of the report from the Governor of the State or otherwise, is satisfied that a 

situation has arisen in which the government of the State cannot be carried on in accordance with the 

provisions of the Constitution. 

Parliamentary Approval and Duration: 

 A proclamation imposing President’s Rule must be approved by both the Houses of Parliament within two 

months from the date of its issue. 

 The approval takes place through simple majority in either House, that is, a majority of the members of the 

House present and voting. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/perils-of-electoral-politics
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 Initially valid for six months, the President’s Rule can be extended for a maximum period of three years with 

the approval of the Parliament, every six months. 
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#ELECTORAL BONDS & RIGHT TO INFORMATION 
 

 The Central Information Commission (CIC), the lead body for 

implementing the Right to Information Act 2005, has ruled that 

the disclosure of identity of electoral bond scheme donors will 

not serve any larger public interest and will violate provisions of 

the Act itself.  

 The electoral bond scheme allows citizens and corporates to buy 

monetary instruments from the State Bank of India (SBI) and 

donate them to political parties, who can redeem them for money. 

 According to the Association for Democratic Reforms, political parties have received a total of 

12,452 electoral bonds worth Rs. 6210.39 crore till January 2020. 

 The Commission observed that the disclosure of names of donors and the donees may be in contravention 

of provisions contained in section 8(1)(e)(j) of the RTI Act. 

 The said section exempts a public authority to give citizen information available to a person in his 

fiduciary relationship, unless the competent authority is satisfied that the larger public interest warrants the 

disclosure of such information. 

 A fiduciary is a person who holds a legal or ethical relationship of trust with one or more other parties 

(person or group of persons). 

 The information related to electoral bonds issued to political parties is held by SBI in a fiduciary capacity. 

 Earlier in January 2020, CIC had directed the Centre to reveal the names of electoral bond scheme 

donors who wanted their identities to remain confidential. 

Major Concerns: 

 Anonymity: Neither the donor nor the political party is obligated to reveal whom the donation comes from. 

In 2019, the Supreme Court held that all political parties who had received donations through electoral bonds 

must submit details to the Election Commission of India. This undercuts a fundamental constitutional 

principle, the freedom of political information, which is an integral element of Article 19(1) (a) of the 

Constitution. 

 Black Money: Elimination of a cap of 7.5% on corporate donations, elimination of requirement to reveal 

political contributions in profit and loss statements and also the elimination of the provision that a corporation 

must be three years in existence, undercuts the intent of the scheme. 

 Any troubled, dying company can donate an unlimited amount anonymously to a political party giving them 

a convenient channel for business to round-trip their cash parked in tax havens for a favour or advantage 

granted in return for something. 

 Defeating Transparency: It defeats the fundamental principle of transparency in political finance because 

it conceals from public scrutiny the identity of the corporates and moneybags. 

 Asymmetric Opacity: The government is always in a position to know who the donor is because the bonds 

are purchased through the SBI. This asymmetry of information threatens to colour the process in favour of 

whichever political party is ruling at the time. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/15-years-of-rti
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper4/right-to-information-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/supreme-court-of-india
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Electoral Bond 

 Electoral Bond is a financial instrument for making donations to political parties. 

 The bonds are issued in multiples of Rs. 1,000, Rs. 10,000, Rs. 1 lakh, Rs. 10 lakh and Rs. 1 crore without any 

maximum limit. 

 State Bank of India is authorised to issue and encash these bonds, which are valid for fifteen days from the 

date of issuance. 

 These bonds are redeemable in the designated account of a registered political party. 

 The bonds are available for purchase by any person (who is a citizen of India or incorporated or established 

in India) for a period of ten days each in the months of January, April, July and October as may be specified 

by the Central Government. 

 A person being an individual can buy bonds, either singly or jointly with other individuals. Donor’s name 

is not mentioned on the bond. 

 

Power and Functions of CIC: 

 It is the duty of the Commission to receive and inquire into a complaint from any person regarding 

information request under RTI, 2005. 

 The Commission can order an inquiry into any matter if there are reasonable grounds (suo-moto power). 

 While inquiring, the Commission has the powers of a civil court in respect of summoning, requiring 

documents etc. 

  

Central Information Commission was established by the Central Government in 
2005, under the provisions of the Right to Information Act (2005). It is not a 
constitutional body. Composition: It shall consist of the Chief Information 
Commissioner (CIC) and such number of Central Information Commissioners not 
exceeding 10 as may be deemed necessary. Appointment: They are appointed by 
the President on the recommendation of a committee consisting of the Prime 
Minister as Chairperson, the Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha and a Union 
Cabinet Minister nominated by the Prime Minister. Tenure: The Chief Information 
Commissioner and an Information Commissioner shall hold office for such a term as 
prescribed by the Central Government or until they attain the age of 65 
years, whichever is earlier. They are not eligible for reappointment.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/first-national-party-from-north-east
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#CAIRN ARBITRATION CASE (PCA, HAGUE) 
 

The Permanent Court of Arbitration at The Hague has ruled that the Indian government was wrong in applying 

retrospective tax on Cairn. In its ruling, the international arbitration court said that Indian government must pay 

roughly Rs 8,000 crore in damages to Cairn. 

 

What is the dispute all about? 

  

 The dispute between the Indian government and Cairn relates to retrospective taxation.  

 

 Before 2006 (listing in BSE), the India operations of Cairn Energy were owned by a company called Cairn India 

Holdings Ltd (CIHL) incorporated in Jersey, UK.  

 

 Cairn India Holdings Ltd (CIHL) was a fully owned subsidiary of Cairn UK Holdings (CUHL), in turn a fully 

owned subsidiary of Cairn Energy (CPLC). 

 

 At the time of the IPO (2006), the ownership of the India assets was transferred from Cairn UK Holdings to a 

new company, Cairn India Ltd (CIL).  

 

 In 2006, Cairn India Ltd. (CIL) acquired the entire share capital of Cairn India Holdings (CIHL) from Cairn UK 

Holdings (CUHL).  

 

 In exchange, 69 per cent of the shares in Cairn India were issued to Cairn UK Holdings (CUHL). Hence, Cairn 

Energy (CPLC), through Cairn UK Holdings (CUHL), held 69 per cent in Cairn India. 

 

 Later, in 2011, Cairn Energy sold Cairn India to mining billionaire Anil Agarwal’s Vedanta group, barring a 

minor stake of 9.8 per cent. It wanted to sell the residual stake as well but was barred by the I-T department from 

doing so. The government also froze payment of dividend by Cairn India to Cairn Energy. 

 

 In 2012, government introduces retrospective tax amendment in finance bill and in 2014 the IT authorities 

launches a retrospective tax probe into transactions undertaken prior to IPO. 

 

What were the objections by IT Authorities? 

 

 The Income Tax authorities then contented that Cairn UK had made capital gains and slapped it with a tax 

demand of Rs 24,500 crore.  

 

 Owing to different interpretations of capital gains, the company refused to pay the tax, which prompted cases 

being filed at the Income Tax Appellate Tribunal (ITAT) and the High Court.  

 

 While Cairn had lost the case at ITAT, a case on the valuation of capital gains is still pending before the Delhi 

High court. 

 

 In 2015, Cairn’s claim was brought under the terms of the UK-India Bilateral Investment Treaty, the legal seat 

of the tribunal was the Netherlands, and the proceedings were under the registry of the Permanent Court of 

Arbitration. 
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What has the arbitration court said? 

 

 The Permanent Court of Arbitration at The Hague has maintained that the Cairn tax issue is not a tax dispute 

but a tax-related investment dispute and, hence, it falls under its jurisdiction.  

 

 India’s demand in past taxes, it said, was in breach of fair treatment under the UK-India Bilateral Investment 

Treaty. 

 

 The tribunal ordered the government to return the value of shares it had sold, dividends seized and tax refunds 

withheld to recover the tax demand.  

 

 The government was asked to compensate Cairn “for the total harm suffered” together with interest and cost of 

arbitration. 

 

Government response in the case 

 

 The Solicitor General of India has opined that an “arbitral tribunal can’t render a law passed by a sovereign 

Parliament ineffective”. 

 

 While senior government functionaries have asserted India’s sovereign taxation rights “can’t be subservient to 

bilateral investment treaties,” PM Modi had assured global investors that “concerns over retrospective taxation 

would be taken care of”. 

 

 Also, Finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman has on record said that, “we won’t use retrospective taxation for 

income generation”. 

 

 The verdict came barely three months after India lost arbitration to Vodafone Plc over the retrospective tax 

legislation amendment.  
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#QUESTION OF CONSTITUTIONAL BREAKDOWN (ART. 356) 
 

In October, in the Andhra Pradesh High Court order Justice Uma Devi converted the hearings on a batch of habeas 

corpus petitions and pleas alleging police excess into a hearing on whether there is a “constitutional breakdown” in 

Andhra Pradesh, requiring a declaration of President’s rule. 

 

What has the State argued? 

 

 Unprecedented: The order of the High Court, on October 1, came while deciding habeas corpus petitions filed by 

relatives of persons remanded in judicial custody or on bail.  

 

 The High Court had suo motu summoned the State counsel to assist it in deciding “whether in circumstances 

prevailing in the State of AP, the court can record a finding that there is constitutional breakdown in the State or 

not”. 

 

 Lacks Basis: The state government then asked for that order to be recalled, saying none of the original applications 

had asked the question of “Constitutional Breakdown”. 

 

 Against Article 356: Judiciary has no role in deciding whether there is Constitutional breakdown in the state, 

necessitating President’s rule. This power is vested in the executive under Article 356 of the Constitution. 

 

 Against Doctrine of Separation of Powers: The HC Order is a “serious encroachment” on the powers of the 

executive as enumerated under the Constitution and is thus violative of doctrine of Separation of powers. 

 

 Appealed to Supreme Court: The order was clearly seen as a case of judicial over-reach by the A.P. High Court 

and was thus appealed to Supreme Court. 

 

What did Supreme Court say? 

 

 The Supreme Court stayed the order issued by the AP High Court asking the Andhra Pradesh government 

whether there was breakdown of constitutional machinery in the state. 

 

 Supreme Court observed that they had not seen any order issued like this by the AP High Court in any case and 

the apex court found it to be disturbing. The Court directed issue of notice and stay and ordered the registry to 

list the case after the Supreme Court vacation. 

 

Significance of the Incident 

 

 The HC was shocking as it opens up the possibility of use or even misuse of Article 356 by the judiciary.  The 

Supreme Court’s order comes in the wake of incidents pointing to a tussle between the judiciary and the elected 

government in Andhra Pradesh.  

 

 CM Jagan Mohan Reddy had, in an unprecedented letter to the CJI, complained about the alleged hostile attitude 

of the High Court against him and his government besides making controversial allegations against a senior 

Supreme Court judge. 

 

 The onus is now on the Supreme Court to put an end to the unseemly tussle between the judiciary and 

government in the State. Ordering an internal inquiry into the Chief Minister’s letter would be a good beginning.  

 

 A clear nullification of the High Court order will also ensure that such legal adventures impinging upon the 

separation of powers in the State are not repeated. 
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Article 356 of the Indian Constitution 

 

 Article 356 of the Constitution empowers President to proclaim President’s rule in the state  if he, on receipt of 

report from the Governor of the State or otherwise, is satisfied that a situation has arisen in which the government 

of the State cannot be carried on in accordance with the provisions of this Constitution. 

 

 No liberal democratic Constitution in the world has a provision such as Article 356 that gives the central 

government the power to dismiss a democratically-elected State government except the Constitution of Pakistan.  

 

 Both India and Pakistan borrowed this provision from the Government of India Act, 1935.  Interestingly, the 

leaders of our freedom struggle were so very opposed to this provision that they forced the British government to 

suspend it; thus, Section 93 of the Government of India Act, 1935 was never brought into effect.  

 

 The provision which we had opposed during our freedom struggle was incorporated in the Constitution strangely 

in the name of democracy, federalism and stability. 

 

Article 356 And Its Misuse 

 Even though B.R. Ambedkar had assured that it would remain a dead letter, Article 356 has been used/misused 

more than 125 times. 

 In almost all cases it was used for political considerations rather than any genuine breakdown of constitutional 

machinery in the States. 

 Former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi used Article 356 as many as 27 times, and in most cases to remove 

majority governments on the ground of political stability, absence of clear mandate or withdrawal of support, 

etc. 

 In retaliation, the Janata government removed nine state Congress governments, when for the first time they 

formed the government in 1977. 

 Indira Gandhi on her return to power in 1980, removed nine Opposition majority governments at one go. 

Subsequent governments too acted in a similar fashion. 

Article 356 and Safeguards 

 The 1994 Supreme Court (S.R. Bommai case) majority decision, in essence, overturned a long tradition that the 

use of Article 356 was not really subject to review by courts, a doctrine articulated in a landmark 1977 case, State 

of Rajasthan vs Union of India. 

 The Bommai case verdict laid down the conditions under which State governments may be dismissed, and 

mechanisms for that process. 

 In the S.R. Bommai case, a nine-member bench of the Supreme Court construed the scope of Article 356, which 

also allows the imposition of President’s Rule in the States, with stringent conditions. 

 These included ascertaining whether objective conditions exist which render it impossible to carry out 

governance in the State where the proclamation has been made and the process has to be approved by both 

Houses of Parliament before consideration for judicial review.                  

https://www.drishtiias.com/printpdf/governor
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#SC ON VERTICAL AND HORIZONTOL RESERVATIONS 
 

Recently, the Supreme Court (SC), in a case, has clarified the position of law on the interplay of vertical and 

horizontal reservations. 

Vertical Reservation: 

 Reservation for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and Other Backward Classes is referred to as vertical 

reservation. 

 It applies separately for each of the groups specified under the law. 

 Example: Article 16(4) of the Constitution contemplates vertical reservation. 

Horizontal Reservation: 

 It refers to the equal opportunity provided to other categories of beneficiaries such as women, veterans, the 

transgender community, and individuals with disabilities, cutting through the vertical categories. 

 Example: Article 15 (3) of the Constitution contemplates horizontal reservation. 

 The horizontal quota is applied separately to each vertical category, and not across the board. 

 For example, if women have 50% horizontal quota, then half of the selected candidates will have to 

necessarily be women in each vertical quota category i.e., half of all selected Scheduled Caste candidates will 

have to be women, half of the unreserved or general category will have to be women, and so on. 

The Case Law: 

 Saurav Yadav versus State of Uttar Pradesh 2020 dealt with issues arising from the way different classes of 

reservation were to be applied in the selection process to fill posts of constables in the state. 

 The Uttar Pradesh government’s policy was to restrict and contain reserved category candidates to their 

categories, even when they had secured higher grades. 

 The court ruled against the Uttar Pradesh government, holding that if a person belonging to an intersection of 

vertical-horizontal reserved category had secured scores high enough to qualify without the vertical 

reservation, the person would be counted as qualifying without the vertical reservation, and cannot be 

excluded from the horizontal quota in the general category. 

 The court said Uttar Pradesh Government's argument meant that it was ensuring that the general category was 

‘reserved’ for upper castes. 

Significance: 

 The ruling will give clarity on reservation and make it easier for governments to implement and apply 

reservation. 

 More needy scheduled caste, scheduled tribes and other backward class candidates will be benefited  if high 

scoring candidates are recruited under general category. 

Other provision related to Reservations 

 Recently, the Supreme Court of India has said that reservation of seats provided to certain communities is not 

a fundamental right. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/reservation-in-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/reimagining-the-national-commission-for-scheduled-castes
https://www.drishtiias.com/summary-of-important-reports/xaxa-committee-on-tribal-communities-of-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/reservation-not-a-fundamental-right-supreme-court#:~:text=SC%2FST%20Reservation%3A,scheduled%20castes%20and%20scheduled%20tribes.&text=The%20quota%20for%20SCs%20is,for%20STs%20it%20is%207.5%25
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 Later, clause (4A) was modified by the Constitution (85th Amendment) Act, 2001 to provide consequential 

seniority to SC and ST candidates promoted by giving reservation. 

 Constitutional 81st Amendment Act, 2000 inserted Article 16 (4 B) which enables the state to fill the unfilled 

vacancies of a year which are reserved for SCs/STs in the succeeding year, thereby nullifying the ceiling of fifty 

percent reservation on total number of vacancies of that year. 

 Article 330 and 332 provides for specific representation through reservation of seats for SCs and STs in the 

Parliament and in the State Legislative Assemblies respectively. 

 Article 243D provides reservation of seats for SCs and STs in every Panchayat. 

 It also provides for the reservation of not less than one-third of the total number of seats for 

women (including the number of seats reserved for women belonging to the SCs and STs). 

 Article 233T provides reservation of seats for SCs and STs in every Municipality. 

 Article 335 of the Constitution says that the claims of SCs and STs shall be taken into consideration constituently 

with the maintenance of efficacy of the administration 
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#DEATH PENALTY FOR THE SEXUAL OFFENCES 
 

 Sexual offences against women and children are one of the most heinous crimes against humanity. Given 

this, the public has a real and legitimate interest in addressing such concerns, leading to the death penalty’s 

demand to deter sexual offences purportedly.  

 In this context, on Human Rights Day 2020, the Maharashtra cabinet approved the Shakti Bill, enlarging the 

scope of harsher and mandatory sentences — including the death penalty — for non-homicidal rape 

(excluding Marital Rape). 

 The Shakti Bill comes amid the recent legislative trend to invoke the death penalty for sexual offences. For 

instance, the Andhra Pradesh government passed the Disha Bill in 2020 (pending presidential assent), that 

provides the death penalty for the rape of adult women. 

 However, introducing the death penalty diverts attention from deep-rooted issues & long-term solutions. It 

suggests that the reason for such crimes is that the punishment is not severe enough. 

Associated Issues With Death Penalty Against Sexual Offences 

 May Do More Harm To Victim: Women’s right groups have argued that the death penalty is a knee-jerk and 

populist solution to counter sexual offences. 

 Also, Child-right activists insist that introducing capital punishment for non-homicidal rape may lead rapists 

to kill their victims to erase testimonial evidence. 

 Death Penalty Won’t Remove Prejudice: Introducing harsher penalties does not remove systemic prejudices 

from the minds of judges and the police. 

 Generally, police might refuse to register complaints or acquit offenders in cases they do not consider “serious” 

enough to warrant a mandatory minimum. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/international-human-rights-day-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/marital-rape-in-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/disha-bill-2019
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 Lower Rate of Conviction: According to crime data from the National Crime Records Bureau, in 93.6% of 

sexual offences, the perpetrators were known to the victims. 

 Therefore, introducing capital punishment would deter complainants from registering complaints. 

 Delay in Closure of Justice: The execution of a death sentence comes at the end of multiple stages of appeals 

and avenues of seeking clemency. 

 This time extended to the defendant to exhaust all legal remedies will delay the judicial process’s finality and 

closure—militating against the competing interest of ensuring speedy justice. 

 It might also see an increase in instances of instant retribution, such as the extrajudicial killing of gang-rape 

and murder suspects in Hyderabad late in 2019. 

 Regressive Step: The Justice Verma Committee Report that made several recommendations on the laws on 

sexual offences (after Nirbhya rape case 2012), held that the death penalty’s deterrent effect is “a myth”. 

 The report stated that it would be a regressive step to introduce the death sentence in non-homicidal cases. 

Other Issues Related to Shakti Bill 

 The other anti-women assertion in the bill moves away from the standard of affirmative consent in cases 

involving adult victims and offenders. 

 Significant advocacy from the women’s movement led to introducing an affirmative standard of consent, 

rooted in unequivocal voluntary agreement by women through words, gestures or any form of verbal or non-

verbal communication. 

 In a sharp departure, the bill stipulates that valid consent can be presumed from the “conduct of the parties” 

and the “circumstances surrounding it”. 

 Rape trials continue to be guided by misogynistic notions, expecting survivors to necessarily resist the act, suffer 

injuries and appear visibly distressed. 

 Therefore, the bill’s vaguely worded explanation holds dangerous possibilities of expecting survivors to 

respond only in a particular manner, thus creating the stereotype of an “ideal” victim. 

CONCLUSION 

 Plugging Gaps in Justice Delivery: The most severe gaps in the justice delivery system are reporting a police 

complaint. Therefore, the focus of the criminal justice system needs to shift from sentencing and punishment to 

the stages of reporting, investigation, and victim-support mechanisms. In this context, the following measures 

must be ensured: 

 The victim reports a case without any fear. 

 Police to conduct a sound investigation. 

 Victim protection throughout the trial. 

 Making testification as easy and as quick as possible. 

 Allocation of resources and more robust implementation of the law than is currently evident. 

 Sensitisation At a Broader Level: Despite the ever-increasing ambit of the death sentence, there has been little 

effort to address prejudices in society. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/printpdf/crime-in-india-2019-report-ncrb
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 Addressing the prejudices in the society against sexual offences requires sensitisation of functionaries of the 

justice system & more importantly society. 
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#DEMAND FOR AUTONOMY IN ASSAM (ARTICLE 244A) 

There has been a demand for implementation of Article 244A for the creation of an autonomous State within Assam. 

Background: 

 The appeal to the Centre has been for the creation of an autonomous State for the Karbi Anglong region. This 

has been a demand since 1986. 

 The districts are currently governed by two autonomous councils Karbi Anglong and North Cachar hills. 

 The areas inhabited by the socially and educationally backward ‘Aboriginals’ are called Scheduled Areas. 

 Administration of Scheduled and Tribal Areas: 

 There are two schedules (5th and 6th) of the Indian Constitution which entail the details about the control and 

management of the Scheduled and Tribal Areas. 

Fifth Schedule of the Indian Constitution 

 The provisions regarding the administration and control of Scheduled and Tribal Areas of any state except the 

four states (Assam, Meghalaya,Tripura, Mizoram) are mentioned under this schedule. 

 At present, 10 States namely Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Madhya 

Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan and Telangana have Fifth Schedule Areas. 

Sixth Schedule of the Indian Constitution 

 This schedule deals with the administration and control of the scheduled and tribal areas of the four states of 

Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura, Mizoram. 

 Scheduled and Tribal Areas are dealt with two articles: 

Article 244: 

 This article deals with the administration of the Scheduled and Tribal Areas. 

 It defines Scheduled Areas as the areas defined so by the President of India and are mentioned in the fifth 

schedule of the Constitution. 

 Formation of an autonomous state comprising certain tribal areas in Assam and creation of local legislature or 

Council of Ministers or both therefore. 

  

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/sixth-schedule-areas
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#CONSTITUTIONAL VALIDITY OF COC ACT, 1971 

The Karnataka High Court has issued notice to the Union government on a PIL petition, challenging the constitutional 

validity of a provision of the Contempt of Courts Act, 1971, that makes “scandalising or tends to scandalising courts” 

as a ground for contempt. 

 Public Interest Litigation (PIL) stands for a legal action taken by a public spirited person in order to protect 

public interest (any act for the benefit of the public). 

Grounds for Contempt: 

 Contempt is the power of the court to protect its own majesty and respect. The power is regulated but not 

restricted in the Contempt of Courts Act, 1971. 

 The expression ‘contempt of court’ has not been defined by the Constitution. 

 However, Article 129 of the Constitution conferred on the Supreme Court the power to punish contempt of 

itself. Article 215 conferred a corresponding power on the High Courts. 

 The Contempt of Courts Act, 1971 defines both civil and criminal contempt. 

 Civil contempt [Section 2(b)] refers to wilful disobedience to any judgment of the court. 

Criminal contempt can be invoked if an act: 

 Tends to scandalise or lower the authority of the court [Section 2 (c)(i)]; or Tends to interfere with the due 

course of any judicial proceeding [Section 2 (c)(ii)]; o 

 Obstruct the administration of justice [Section 2 (c)(iii)]. 

 Section 5 of the Act provides that “fair criticism” or “fair comment” on the merits of a finally decided 

case would not amount to contempt. But the determination of what is “fair” is left to the interpretation of 

judges. 

 The Act was amended in 2006 to include the defence of truth under Section 13 of the original legislation. 

Implying that the court must permit justification by truth as a valid defence if it is satisfied that it is in the 

public interest. 

Arguments of the Petitioners: 

 Section 2(c) (i) of the Act violates the right to free speech and expression guaranteed under Article 19(1) (a) 

and does not amount to a reasonable restriction under Article 19(2). 

 Though the petitioners have not challenged the constitutional validity of Section 2(c) (ii) and Section 2(c)(iii) 

of the Act, they have contended that rules and guidelines must be framed defining the process that superior 

courts must employ while taking criminal contempt action, keeping in mind principles of natural justice and 

fairness. 

 In the contempt jurisdiction, the petitioners have contended, the judges may often be seen to be acting in their 

own cause, thus violating the principles of natural justice and adversely affecting the public confidence they 

seek to preserve through the proceeding. 

Issues that Get Highlighted: 

 Subjectivity: The word ‘scandalising’ is subjective and depends on the perception of the concerned person. As 

long as the words ‘scandalising the court’ are present (in the statute book), it will be susceptible to arbitrary 

https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/public-interest-litigation
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/contempt-of-court-2
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/supreme-court-of-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/access-to-internet
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exercise of power. One of the disturbing trends is the propensity of the court to treat personal attacks on their 

character as contempt. 

 Violation of Freedom of Expression: A strong judiciary in a democratic republic is the bulwark of masses of 

this country. It must work towards fulfilling the goals set out in the constitution - to secure social economic and 

political justice for the masses and to uphold their fundamental rights. If the judiciary is not functioning 

keeping in mind these objectives, an individual should have the freedom to point out the same and it cannot 

be said to be criminal contempt. Freedom of expression is a fundamental right. 

 United Kingdom’s Decision to abolish ‘scandalising the judiciary’ as a form of contempt of court: 

 India’s contempt of court law is derived from British law, but in 2013, the United Kingdom 

abolished ‘scandalising the judiciary’ as a form of contempt of court on the grounds that this went against 

freedom of expression while retaining other forms of contempt like behaviour causing disruption or 

interference with court proceedings. 

 One of the reasons why the UK repealed scandalising judiciary as a ground for contempt is to allow 

constructive criticism. 

 Does not recognise one of the basic principles of natural justice, i.e., no man shall be a judge in his own 

cause. 

 Thus, in contempt proceedings, the court arrogates to itself the powers of a judge, jury and executioner which 

often leads to perverse outcomes. 
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#SC STAYS IMPLEMENTATION OF FARM LAWS 
 

 The Supreme Court on January 12, 2020 criticized the government's 

handling of the farmers' protests and stayed the implementation 

of the three farm laws.  

  

The apex court stated that it is going to suspend the 

implementation of the three farm laws until further orders. The 

court stated that it will be forming a committee to address the 

issue. 

  

The Supreme Court gave its verdict while hearing a batch of 

petitions challenging the three farm Laws and those seeking 

removal of protesting farmers from Delhi borders. 

 

About the Committee: 

 

 The Supreme Court has suggested forming a committee to resolve the deadlock between Government and 

protesting farmers. 

 

 The top court stated that the committee will be a part of judicial proceedings. It also stated that every person 

who is genuinely interested in solving the problem is expected to go before the Committee. 

 

 The court assured that the Committee will not punish anyone or pass any orders, it will just submit a report 

to the apex court. 

 

 According to Chief Justice of India SA Bobde, the members of the committee will include Agricultural 

economist Ashok Gulati, Harsimrat Mann, Pramod Joshi and Anil Ghanwat. A complete order will be 

released by the Court by the end of today. 

 

SC verdict on farm laws 

 

• The Chief Justice of India assured that the top court will stay the implementation of the three farm laws and protect 

farmers' land but the farmer's will have to agree to participate before an Independent Committee. 

 

• The top court said that it will pass an interim order saying the no farmers land can be sold for contract farming. 

 

• The court said that it is concerned about only the validity of the laws and about protecting the life and property of 

citizens affected by protests. 

 

• The CJI stated that the court has the power to suspend the legislation but the suspension will not be for an empty 

purpose. It stated that it will form a committee that will submit a report to it. 

 

• The apex court further declined the farmer's request that the Prime Minister should approach them to hold 

negotiations. The CJI said that the Prime Minister is not a party here and informed that the Agriculture Minister has 

already held talks with the farmers but in vain. 

 

 Impact: The Supreme Court has ordered the formation of a committee to resolve the deadlock between the 

government and the farmers in the backdrop of the protesting farmers' unions expressing their unwillingness 

to participate in the negotiation talks. 
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 Farmers' reaction to the SC order: The 'Samyuktha Kisan Morcha' had issued a statement on January 11, 2021 

saying that while all organizations welcome the suggestions of the top court to stay the implementation of the 

farm laws, they are collectively not willing to participate in any proceedings before a committee appointed by 

the court. 

 The farmers' unions, in their joint statement, said that all talks before the committee will be fruitless looking 

at the approach of the government, which made it clear before the top court on January 11, 2021 that they will 

not agree to the discussion for the repeal of the three farm laws before the committee. 

 

Background of the verdict 

 

 The Supreme Court had said that it was extremely disappointed at the central government's response to the 

farmers' protests against the three farm laws, which have been going on for over a month at Delhi borders. 

 The top court had asked then why the new farm laws cannot be put on hold while the government argued 

that the laws benefit farmers.  
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#MAHARASHTRA AND KARNATAKA BORDER DISPUTE 
 

Recently, Maharashtra CM released a book titled Maharashtra-Karnataka Boundary Dispute: Struggle and Pledge. 

The book is a collection of articles, news, and other material on the demand that Marathi-speaking areas in Karnataka 

should be integrated into Maharashtra. 

 

 Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray saying his government is committed to incorporating areas of 

Karnataka where Marathi-speaking people are in majority into his state has added fuel to a controversy that has 

been simmering for the last six decades. 

 

 Belgaum or Belagavi, which has a large Marathi-speaking population, is currently part of Karnataka and is 

claimed by Maharashtra.  

 

 While Maharashtra has gone to the Supreme Court over this land dispute, Karnataka has declared Belagavi its 

second capital. 

 

Origin of the Problem 

 

 Multi-lingual Population in border district: Belgaum, which was later renamed Belagavi, is located in the 

northern part of today’s Karnataka and shares a border with Maharashtra’s Kohlapur district. Belgavi district 

has both Kannada and Marathi speakers.  

 

 Colonial Times: During the British Raj, the Belgaum region was part of the Bombay Presidency, which included 

Karnataka districts such as Vijayapura, Belagavi, Dharwad and Uttara-Kannada. 

 

 1881 Census data: As per 1881 census, Belgaum had 864,014 people of which 556,397 were Kannada-speaking 

(64.39%), while 225,008 were Marathi-speaking (26.04%). However, in 1948, the Belgaum Municipality that was 

dominated by Marathi speaking politicians requested the Centre that the district be incorporated into the proposed 

Maharashtra state. 

 

 Post-Independence Reorganisation: The States Reorganisation Act of 1956 made Belgaum and 10 talukas of 

Bombay State a part of the then Mysore State (which was renamed Karnataka in 1973). While demarcating borders, 

the Reorganisation of States Commission sought to include talukas with a Kannada-speaking population of 

more than 50 per cent in Mysore. 

 

 Objection Raised by Maharashtra: Maharashtra objected to this by claiming that that in 1956, Marathi-speakers 

outnumbered Kannada-speakers in those areas. It submitted a memorandum to the Ministry of Home Affairs, 

demanding 7,000 sq km that included 814 villages, and three urban settlements of Belagavi, Karwar and Nippani 

(all were part of Bombay Presidency in British Raj), to be added to Maharashtra. 

 

 Demands by Karnataka: On the other hand, Karnataka has sought areas in Kolhapur, Sholapur and Sangli 

districts from Maharashtra, and Kasargod from Kerala to be included in its state. 

 

Talks to Resolve the Dispute 

 

 Committee Formation: As the dispute was raging on, both states decided to resolve the matter through talks. In 

1960, both states decided to set up a four-member committee with two members from each state, to study and 

submit a report. 

 

 Offer to exchange of areas: During this process, Maharashtra offered to transfer 260 Kannada-speaking villages 

in return for its demand for 814 villages and three urban settlements.  
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 Lack of Consensus: However, both states could not come to any consensus following the findings of the 

committee. In the years that followed, several talks were held between the two governments, which ended 

without a resolution 

 

The Mahajan Commission 

 

 Commission Formed by Union Government: Following the protest from Maharashtra government, in 1966, the 

central government formed Commission under former chief justice Mehr Chand Mahajan to look into the issue. 

It was also asked to look into Karnataka’s demand for integration of Kannada-speaking areas in Kasargod in 

Kerala. Commission submitted report to the Union government in 1967 and was placed in Parliament in 1972. 

 

 Recommendation of Commission: The commission rejected Maharashtra’s claim over Belagavi city while 

recommending the transfer of about 260 villages in the border to Maharashtra and about 250 villages in 

Maharashtra to Karnataka. 

 

 Kasargod Issue: The Mahajan Commission also upheld Mysore’s claims for the areas in Kerala and 

recommended the transfer of the entire Kasargod taluk in Kerala, minus eight villages lying south of the 

Chandragiri river to Mysore 

 

Response to Mahajan Commission Report: 

 

 Maharashtra: The Maharashtra government rejected the repot and termed the findings of the reports as biased 

and self-contradictory because the “formula” applied for Kasaragod was not applied for Belgaum.  Maharashtra 

Government insisted that the report is against the “wish of people” of Belgaum.  

 

 Kerala: The Kerala government refuted the recommendations of the report and refused to hand over Kasaragod 

to Karnataka.  

 

 Karnataka: The Karnataka government welcomed the report and continued to press for the implementation of the 

report or maintaining status quo. 

 

 Centre: Despite demands from Karnataka, the Centre never implemented the recommendations of the report. 

Rather it has been non-committal on resolving the border dispute. 

 

Case in Supreme Court 

 

 In 2004, the Maharashtra government moved the Supreme Court under Article 131(b) of the Constitution. In its 

petition, the Maharashtra government claimed that the Marathi-speaking population in Karnataka was being 

sidelined and that there was a feeling of ‘insecurity among them.’ 

 

 Maharashtra asked that 814 villages in Belgaum, Karwar, Bidar and Gulbarga districts in Karnataka be moved 

under their jurisdiction since it had a majority of Marathi-speaking people. That case is still being heard by the 

Supreme Court. 

 

 Maharashtra’s claim to seek the readjustment of its border was on the basis of contiguity, relative linguistic 

majority and wishes of the people.  

 

 Karnataka points out that when Congress, which redrew its circles on linguistic basis in 1920, included Belagavi 

in the Karnataka ProvSincial Congress Committee. Besides, the States Reorganisation Commission vested 

Belagavi with Karnataka. 
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 Karnataka holds the view that the settlement of boundaries as per the States Reorganisation Act is final. It has 

argued that the boundary of the State was neither tentative nor flexible.  
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