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PREFACE 
 

It gives us great pleasure to release the first edition of the PRAVAHINI  (Monthly e-

Compendium & Weekly e-Periodicals of Current Affairs). The magazine‘s members have shown 

considerable cooperation as well as devotion. We at www.successmantra.in work tirelessly to 

create this magazine and bring it to you with a great sense of gratitude. 

The PRAVAHINI December-2020 eBook covers the current events that happened in the month of 

October. Current Affairs is a crucial component of any competitive exams including CLAT, 

AILET, DU-LLB, HM, CAT, IAS, PCS, SSC, Banking, MBA and various other competitive 

examinations. 

Current Affairs play the bigger role in many competitive and government exams. It holds the 

power of making or breaking your chance of success. Therefore, the candidates should cover the 

Current Affairs thoroughly and smartly. 

The PRAVAHINI October-2020 eBook is divided into different sections keeping in mind the need 

of various exams. The sections covered namely International, National, Economy, Ecology and 

Environment, Science & Technology, Legal Affairs, Sports, States News Makers and few others. 

We would also be pleased to receive any suggestion that could assist us with the upcoming 

editions. 

 Success mantra (GTB Nagar, Delhi) 

Website: www.successmantra.in 

Mail Id: info@successmantra.in 

 

  

http://www.successmantra.in/
http://www.successmantra.in/
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS 
PM MODI ADDRESSED INDIA MOBILE 

CONGRESS 2020 

Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi has inaugurated 

and addressed the virtual 

edition of the India 

Mobile Congress (IMC) 

2020 on 8th December 

2020 through video 

conference.  

 

The objective of IMC 2020 is to align with the Prime 

Minister‘s vision to promote „Aatmanirbhar Bharat‟, 

„Digital Inclusivity‟, and „Sustainable development, 

entrepreneurship & innovation. 

 

The theme for IMC 2020 is ―Inclusive Innovation – 

Smart, Secure, Sustainable”. The three-day event will 

be held from 8th to 10th December 2020.  

 

IMC 2020 has been organised by the Department of 

Telecommunications, Government of India, and the 

Cellular Operators Association of India (COAI). 

 

GWALIOR AND ORCHHA INCLUDED AS 

UNESCO‟S SITES 

The historical fort cities of 

Gwalior and Orchha in 

Madhya Pradesh have been 

included in the list of 

UNESCO‟s world heritage 

cities under it‘s The World 

Heritage Cities Programme.  

 

With this Inclusion, the total number of UNESCO 

World Heritage Cities of India will increase to 40. 

 

Gwalior was established in the 9th century and ruled by 

Gurjar Pratihar Rajvansh, Tomar, Baghel Kachvaho 

and Scindias. Orchha means „hidden palace‟, as its 

name suggests it is popular for its temples and palaces 

and was the capital of the Bundela kingdom in the 16th 

century. 

 

UNESCO World Heritage Centre Director: Mechtild 

Rossler. 

UNESCO World Heritage Centre Headquarter: Paris, 

France. 

PM MODI INAUGURATED AGRA METRO 

PROJECT 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the 

construction work of the Agra Metro project in Agra, 

Uttar Pradesh. The Agra Metro project comprises 2 

corridors with a total length of 29.4 km.  

 

It would connect major 

tourist attractions like Taj 

Mahal, Agra Fort, 

Sikandra with railway 

stations and bus stands. 

 

The estimated cost of the project will be around Rs 

8,379.62 crore. It will be completed in 5 years. The Uttar 

Pradesh Metro Rail Corporation (UPMRC) has set the 

target to complete the first phase of the Agra Metro Rail 

Project by December 2022. 

 

UK PM BORIS JOHNSON as CHIEF GUEST AT 

REPUBLIC DAY 

United Kingdom Prime 

Minister, Boris Johnson 

is expected to be the 

chief guest at 2021 

Republic day with Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi 

formally inviting him.  

 

Johnson, on his part, has invited PM Modi to the G-7 

summit in the United Kingdom next year. The last 

British prime minister at the Republic Day parade was 

John Major in 1993. 

 

Indo–British relations refer to international relations 

between the Republic of India and the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. India 

has a high commission in London and two consulates-

general in Birmingham and Edinburgh. 

 

PASSEX EXERCISE: INDIAN AND RUSSIAN NAVY 

The Indian Navy (IN) and the Russian Federation 

Navy (RuFN) are undertaking Passage Exercise 

(PASSEX) in the Eastern Indian Ocean Region (IOR).  

 

The exercise will help in enhancing interoperability, 

improving understanding and imbibing best practices 

between both the friendly navies.  
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Indian Navy is being 

represented by 

indigenously 

constructed guided-

missile frigate Shivalik 

and anti-submarine 

corvette Kadmatt along 

with integral helicopters.  Russian Federation Navy 

includes guided-missile cruiser Varyag, the large anti-

submarine ship Admiral Panteleyev and medium ocean 

tanker Pechenga.  

 

In 1955, the height of Mount Everest was measured at 

8848 m (29,028 feet) by the Survey of India. 

 

CABINET APPROVED ATMANIRBHAR BHARAT 

ROJGAR YOJANA 

The Union Cabinet has 

given its approval for 

Atmanirbhar Bharat 

Rojgar Yojana (ABRY) to 

boost employment in the 

formal sector by 

encouraging the 

businesses to do fresh hiring amid the pandemic.  

 

ABRY will also incentivize the creation of new 

employment opportunities under Atmanirbhar Bharat 

Package 3.0. 

 

The Cabinet has approved an expenditure of ₹ 1,584 

crores for the current financial year and ₹ 22,810 crores 

for the entire scheme period from 2020 to 2023. 

 

The scheme will provide subsidy for two years in 

respect of new employees engaged on or after October 

1, 2020, and up to June 30, 2021. 

 

PM-WANI SCHEME APPROVED BY CABINET 

The Union Cabinet has 

approved a scheme called 

the Prime Minister‟s Wi-

Fi Access Network 

Initiative (PM-WANI), to 

improve wireless 

connectivity and pave the way for free wireless internet 

in public spaces across the country.  

 

The scheme will allow anyone, from an individual in a 

residential area to a Kirana shop owner to a tea shop 

vendor, to set up public Wi-Fi hotspot and deliver wifi 

services. It aims to promote the growth of public Wi-Fi 

networks in the country. 

 

The scheme includes Public Data Office (PDO), Public 

Data Office Aggregator (PDOA), App Provider, 

Central Registry. 

 

VICE PRESIDENT INAUGURATED 12TH GRIHA 

SUMMIT 

The opening ceremony 

of the 12th Green 

Rating for Integrated 

Habitat Assessment 

(GRIHA) Summit was 

organized virtually. 

Theme: Rejuvenating 

Resilient Habitats.  

 

Purpose: As a platform to discuss innovative 

technologies and solutions, this will help in creating 

robust mechanism to develop sustainable and resilient 

solutions for the benefit of the entire community. 

 

Launching the event: During the event, the Vice 

President of India released the "SHASHWAT" 

magazine and the book "30 Stories Beyond 

Architecture". 

 

Green Rating for Integrated Habitat Assessment 

(GRIHA) is the national rating system of India for any 

completed building construction. 

 

LAKSHADWEEP INDIA‟S FIRST 100% ORGANIC 

UT 

The Ministry of 

Agriculture has 

declared Lakshadweep 

as India‟s first Union 

Territory to become 

100 per cent organic.  

 

All farming activity in 

the UT is carried out without the use of synthetic 

fertilisers and pesticides. Lakshadweep is second only 

to Sikkim, which was India‟s first state to be declared 

completely organic.  

This comes after the UT received proper certifications 

and declarations under the Centre‟s Paramparagat 

Krishi Vikas Yojana (organic farming improvement 

programme). 

 

5TH INDIA WATER IMPACT (IWIS) KICKED OFF 

VIRTUALLY 

The 5th India Water Impact Summit (IWIS) kicked off 

on 10th December 2020 virtually. The event was 
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inaugurated by Ratan Lal Kataria, Minister of State for 

Jal Shakti.  

 

The objective of IWIS 

2020 is Comprehensive 

Analysis and Holistic 

Management of Rivers 

and Water Bodies. 

 

IWIS 2020 has been organised by the National Mission 

for Clean Ganga (NMCG) and the Centre for Ganga 

River Basin Management and Studies (cGanga) to 

discuss water-related issues and steps taken to save the 

planet‘s most precious resource. 

 

The theme of IWIS 2020 is Arth Ganga: River 

Conservation Synchronised Development. The 

conference will have a comprehensive analysis and 

review of river rejuvenation and local river.  

 

9TH SUSTAINABLE MOUNTAIN DEVELOPMENT 

SUMMIT HELD 

The 9th edition of 

Sustainable Mountain 

Development Summit 

(SMDS) held in 

Dehradun, Uttarakhand.  

 

The four-day-long summit was organised by Indian 

Mountain Initiative (IMI) and hosted by Sustainable 

Development Forum Uttaranchal (SDFU), Dehradun. 

 

The theme for 2020 SMDS was „Emerging Pathways for 

Building a Resilient Post COVID-19 Mountain 

Economy, Adaptation, Innovation and Acceleration‟. 

 

35TH EDITION OF INDIA-INDONESIA NAVAL 

CORPAT 

The 35th edition of India-Indonesia Coordinated 

Patrol (IND-INDO CORPAT) between the Indian Navy 

and the Indonesian Navy is being conducted from 17 to 

18 December 2020.  

 

The 35th IND – INDO 

CORPAT will 

contribute towards the 

Indian Navy‟s efforts 

to consolidate inter-

operability and forge 

strong bonds of 

friendship across the Indo Pacific. 

 

Indian Naval Ship (INS) Kulish, an indigenously built 

missile corvette along with P8I Maritime Patrol Aircraft 

(MPA) will undertake coordinated patrol with 

Indonesian Naval Ship KRI Cut Nyak Dien, a Kapitan 

Pattimura (Parchim I) class corvette and an MPA of the 

Indonesian Navy. 

 

Chief of Naval Staff: Admiral Karambir Singh. 

Indian Navy Founded: 26 January 1950 

 

PM MODI ADDRESSED 6TH INDIA-JAPAN 

SAMVAD CONFERENCE 

Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi has addressed the 

sixth edition of the India-

Japan SAMVAD 

conference 2020, via virtual 

conferencing.  

 

The purpose of this Samvad Conference is to discuss 

the need to build the future of Asia on the positive 

influence of traditions of non-violence and democracy 

in Asia. 

 

 

This library will collect digital copies of Buddhist 

literature from across different parts of the world. The 

library will then translate these works and make them 

available for all scholars and monks of Buddhism. 

 

'JSA II: CATCH THE RAIN' AWARENESS 

CAMPAIGN LAUNCHED 

―Jal Shakti Abhiyan II: 

Catch the Rain” Awareness 

Generation Campaign 

launched to promote 

rainwater harvesting.  

 

The National Water Mission launched a publicity 

campaign "Jal Shakti Abhiyan II: Catch the Rain" to 

promote rainwater harvesting. 

 

The National Water Mission launched the campaign in 

cooperation with Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan 

(NYKS) under the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports. 

 

NYKS will carry out this awareness-raising campaign 

through various IEC activities, including educational 

and motivational programs and mass awareness 

campaigns. 
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PM MODI LAUNCHES SEHAT-HEALTH 

INSURANCE SCHEME 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will launch „SEHAT‟ – 

Health Insurance Scheme for the entire Union Territory 

of Jammu and Kashmir on 26th December.  

 

This scheme will cover the 

remaining One crore 

population which was not 

covered under Ayushman 

Bharat Scheme. Under 

Ayushman Bharat PM Jan 

Arogya Yojana (PMJAY), 

eligible beneficiaries were covered under Health Cover 

of Rs 5 Lakh. 

 

Under PMJAY scheme, 30 lakh people are being 

covered in J&K. With the launch of „SEHAT‟ Scheme 

by the Prime Minister on December 26, J&K will be 

among the first in the country to achieve Universal 

Health Coverage. 

 

UNION CABINET APPROVED 100% FDI IN DTH 

SERVICES 

The Union Cabinet approved 

revised guidelines for Direct-

to-Home (DTH) broadcasting 

services, allowing 100 per cent 

foreign direct investment (FDI) 

as well as increasing the 

licence period to 20 years.  

 

Under the revised guidelines the licenses will be issued 

for a period of 20 years, compared to 10 years at the 

moment, and will be renewed for a 10-year period.  

 

The license fee has been revised from 10 per cent of 

gross revenue (GR) to 8 per cent of adjusted gross 

revenue (AGR), which will be calculated by deduction 

of GST from GR. 

 

PM NARENDRA MODI FLAGS OFF '100TH KISAN 

RAIL' 

Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi has flagged off the 

100th „Kisan Rail‟ on 

28th December 2020. The 

100th run of the Kisan 

Rail was flagged off 

from Sangola in 

Maharashtra to Shalimar in West Bengal virtually.   

 

The first Kisan Rail was introduced from Devlali in 

Maharashtra to Danapur in Bihar on August 7, 2020, 

which was further extended up to Muzaffarpur.  

 

Currently, of only a handful of trains plying across the 

India connecting states like Andhra Pradesh, 

Maharashtra, Bihar and Nagpur, there are nine Kisan 

Rail running on nine routes. 

 

 

PM MODI FLAGGED OFF INDIA'S FIRST 

DRIVERLESS TRAIN 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has flagged off the 

country‘s first-ever fully-

automated driverless train 

service on the Magenta 

Line of the Delhi Metro.  

 

Apart from this, PM also 

launched fully operational 

National Common Mobility Card (NCMC) on the 

Airport Express Line of Delhi Metro, to connect DMRC 

with the NCMC service. 

 

About National Common Mobility Card: NCMC, also 

known as ‗One Nation One Card‟, is an inter-operable 

transport card that allows the holders all in one service 

to pay for their travel, toll taxes, parking charges, retail 

shopping and even withdraw money. 

 

HARSH VARDHAN LAUNCHES INDIA'S 1ST 

PNEUMONIA VACCINE 

The Union Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan 

launched India‟s first indigenously developed vaccine 

against pneumonia.  

 

The Pneumococcal 

Conjugate Vaccine (PCV) 

named „Pneumosil‟ has 

been developed by Pune-

based Serum Institute of 

India (SII) in collaboration 

with the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and 

PATH, an international, nonprofit global health 

organization based in Seattle. 

 

The vaccine will provide protection against 10 variants 

of pneumococcus bacteria that causes pneumonia, 

meningitis, ear, and blood infections in children.  

 

Serum Institute of India CEO: Adar Poonawalla. 

Serum Institute of India Headquarters location: Pune.
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ARTICLE OF THE MONTH 
 

OIC'S CRITICISM ON KASHMIR'S POLICIES 

 

India has „strongly‟ rejected the criticism of its Kashmir policy by the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC). 

The 47th session of the OIC Council of Foreign Ministers, held at Niamey (Niger), had made a reference to India over 

its policies on Jammu and Kashmir. 

 

ORGANISATION OF ISLAMIC COOPERATION (OIC) 

 

The Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is the second largest 

intergovernmental organization after the United Nations which has membership of 

57 states spread over four continents. It is an organisation of the collective voice of 

the Muslim world. The main motive of the organisation is to the safeguard and 

protects the interests of the Muslim world in the spirit of promoting international 

peace and harmony among various people of the world. The Organization was 

established upon a decision of the historical summit which took place in Rabat, 

Kingdom of Morocco on 12th Rajab 1389 Hijra (25 September 1969) as a result of 

criminal arson of Al-Aqsa Mosque in occupied Jerusalem. 

 

There are total 57 members from which some were became member before 1990 and some were after 1990. The 

Purpose of OIC is to enhance and consolidate the bonds of fraternity and solidarity among the Member States . To 

safeguard and protect the common interests and support the legitimate causes of the Member States and coordinate 

and unify the efforts of the Member States in view of the challenges faced by the Islamic world in particular and the 

international community in general. Respect the right of self-determination and non-interference in the domestic 

affairs and to respect sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity of each Member State. 

47TH SESSION OF OIC 

 

A report submitted at the 47th session referred to the situation in Jammu and Kashmir. It said that the decision of the 

Indian government to repeal special status (in 2019) was aimed towards changing the demographic and geographic 

composition of the territory. The continuous blockade and restrictions together have led to human rights abuses. The 

statement acknowledged the support that Pakistan has been providing to keep the Kashmir issue on the agenda of 

the organisation. 

 

INDIA'S STAND OVER THE ISSUE 

 

India strongly hit out at the OIC, accusing it of making "factually incorrect and 

unwarranted" references to Jammu and Kashmir in resolutions adopted by the 

grouping at the session. India asserted that the union territory is an integral and 

inalienable part of the country. India advised the OIC to refrain from making such 

references in future and said it is regrettable that the grouping continues to allow 

itself to be used by a certain country "which has an abominable record on religious 

tolerance, radicalism and persecution of minorities" in a clear reference to 

Pakistan.  

 

After India revoked special status in Kashmir, Pakistan lobbied with the OIC for 

their condemnation of the move. Over the last one year, Pakistan has tried to rouse sentiments among the Islamic 

countries, but only a handful of them, Turkey and Malaysia publicly criticised India. Saudi Arabia and the UAE, 

both top leaders among the Muslim countries, were not as critical of India as Pakistan had hoped. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE OF INDIA'S LATEST STATEMENT 
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India believes to bust the double standard of OIC, where it supports the agenda of Pakistan in the name of human 

rights. India now sees the duality of the OIC unjustifiable, since many of the member countries of the OIC have good 

bilateral ties and convey to India to ignore OIC statements but sign off on the joint statements which are largely 

drafted by Pakistan. India also wants to challenge this issue because of the possibility of the Joe Biden 

administration in the US which may have a strong view on human rights in Kashmir and may issue statements that 

may complicate India‘s image at the global stage. With India preparing to take over a non-permanent member‟s seat 

at the UN Security Council, it wants to use its diplomatic clout and goodwill to bury this issue at the global body in 

the next two years and bring up the Pakistan-sponsored cross-border terrorism high on agenda. 

 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN INDIA AND OIC 

 

India’s relationship with OIC as an organisation: At the 45th session of the Foreign Ministers‟ Summit in 2018, 

Bangladesh, the host, suggested that India, where more than 10% of the world‟s Muslims live, should be given 

Observer status, but Pakistan opposed the proposal. In 2019, India made its maiden appearance at the OIC Foreign 

Ministers‘ meeting, as a “guest of honour”. This first-time invitation was seen as a diplomatic victory for India, 

especially at a time of heightened tensions with Pakistan following the Pulwama attack.  

 

Criticism of India's Policies by OIC: It has been generally supportive of Pakistan‟s stand on Kashmir, and has issued 

statements criticising the alleged Indian “atrocities‖ in the state/Union Territory. In 2018, the OIC General 

Secretariat had ―expressed strong condemnation of the killing of innocent Kashmiris by Indian forces in Indian-

occupied Kashmir‖. It described the ―direct shooting at demonstrators‖ as a ―terrorist act‖, and ―called upon the 

international community to play its role in order to reach a just and lasting solution to the conflict in Kashmir‖. OIC 

has criticised the Government of India over the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019, and the Babri Masjid verdict of 

the Supreme Court. OIC has also criticised the Indian government for what it called ―growing Islamophobia” in 

India. 

 

India’s Response: India has always maintained that OIC has no locus standi in matters 

strictly internal to India including that of Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir which 

is an integral and inalienable part of India. 

 

INDIA'S RELATIONSHIP WITH OIC AND OTHER COUNTRIES 

 

Individually, India has good relations with almost all member nations. Ties with the 

UAE and Saudi Arabia, especially, have improved significantly in recent years. The 

Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi (UAE) was a special chief guest at the 68th Republic Day 

celebrations in 2017. The OIC includes two of India‟s close neighbours, Bangladesh and Maldives. Indian diplomats 

say both countries privately admit that they do not want to complicate their bilateral ties with India on Kashmir. 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
NEW ZEALAND DECLARES CLIMATE 

EMERGENCY 

New Zealand has 

declared a “climate 

emergency” and 

promised to make its 

public sector carbon 

neutral by 2025.  

 

New Zealand now joins 32 other countries that have 

declared a climate emergency. They include Japan, 

Canada, France and the United Kingdom. 

 

Prime Minister of New Zealand, Jacinda Ardern told 

legislators that the climate emergency declaration was 

―an acknowledgement of the next generation – an 

acknowledgement of the burden that they will carry if 

we do not get this right and do not take action now‖. 

 

Prime minister of New Zealand: Jacinda Ardern. 

Capital of New Zealand: Wellington. 

 

CYCLONE 'BUREVI' HITS NORTHERN SRI-LANKA 

AND INDIAN REGIONS 

The Deep Depression 

formed over the southeast 

and adjoining the 

southwest Bay of Bengal 

has intensified into a 

Cyclonic Storm „Burevi‟ 

over southwest Bay of 

Bengal.  

 

It is about 240 km east-southeast of Trincomalee (Sri 

Lanka), Pamban (Tamil Nadu) and 650 km nearly east-

northeast of Kanniyakumari (Tamil Nadu). 

 

The name of Cyclone „Burevi‟ has been contributed by 

the Maldives. This is the second cyclone formed in the 

southwest region of the Bay of Bengal within a week.  

 

BANGLADESH SIGNED ITS FIRST PTA WITH 

BHUTAN 

Bangladesh has signed its first Preferential Trade 

Agreement (PTA) with Bhutan, which will allow duty-

free access to a range of goods between the two 

countries and hence boost bilateral trade between them.  

 

Under the PTA, 100 Bangladeshi products will get duty 

free access to Bhutan, while 34 items from Bhutan will 

get duty free access into Bangladesh.  

 

The PTA was signed 

on 6th December 

2020, to mark 50th 

anniversary of 

diplomatic relations 

between Bangladesh 

and Bhutan. In 1971, 

Bhutan was the first country in the world to recognise 

Bangladesh as an independent country. 

 

SINGAPORE TO HOST WORLD ECONOMIC 

FORUM'S MEETING 2021 

The World Economic Forum (WEF) has decided to host 

its 2021 annual meeting in Singapore, which earlier was 

scheduled to take place in Lucerne-Burgenstock, 

Switzerland from 13-16 May 2021.  

 

This would be the second time since its inception in 

1971 that the forum will be held outside Switzerland.  

 

The meeting is 

generally held in 

Davos, Switzerland, 

but amid covid, the 

meeting was first 

shifted to Lucerne-

Burgenstock, Switzerland in October 2020.  

 

 World Economic Forum Headquarters: 

Cologny, Switzerland. 

 World Economic Forum Founder: Klaus 

Schwab. 

 World Economic Forum Founded: January 1971. 

 

QATAR & SAUDI ARABIA TO HOST 2030 & 2034 

ASIAN GAMES 

The 2030 Asian Games 

were awarded to Doha, 

Qatar and the 2034 event 

went to Riyadh, Saudi 

Arabia after a deal was 

struck between the rival 

nations.  
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Doha beat Riyadh for the 2030 Games in the vote at the 

Olympic Council of Asia‟s (OCA) general assembly. 

 

The OCA reached a deal to vote on the 2030 host but to 

give the other candidate the 2034 event. 

 

 Olympic Council of Asia Headquarters: Kuwait 

City, Kuwait. 

 Olympic Council of Asia President: Ahmed Al-

Fahad Al-Ahmed Al-Sabah. 

 

NASA SELECT RAJA CHARI AS COMMANDER OF 

SPACEX CREW  

NASA and the European Space Agency (ESA) have 

selected Indian-American Raja Chari to be the 

Commander of the SpaceX Crew-3 mission to the 

International Space Station.  

 

Presently Raja Chari, is 

a colonel in the US Air 

Force. He will be the 

commander of SpaceX 

Crew-3 mission, while 

Nasa‟s Tom Marshburn 

will be pilot and ESA‟s 

Matthias Maurer will serve as a mission specialist. This 

mission is expected to be launched next year. 

 

The crew will have a slight overlap with the Crew-2 

astronauts, who are expected to launch in the spring of 

2021. 

 

PM MODI HOLDS VIRTUAL SUMMIT WITH 

SHEIKH HASINA 

The Government of 

India and 

Bangladesh held a 

virtual summit to 

hold comprehensive 

discussions on the 

entire spectrum of the 

bilateral relationship, including further strengthening 

cooperation in the post-COVID-19 era.  

 

The meeting was led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

and his Bangladesh counterpart Sheikh Hasina. The 

two leaders jointly inaugurated the Chilahati-Haldibari 

rail link, which would connect the borders of the two 

neighbouring countries.  

 

The rail route lies between Haldibari in West Bengal 

and Chilahati in Bangladesh. It is re-opened after a gap 

of 55 years. The railway line has been defunct after rail 

links between India and then East Pakistan snapped in 

1965. 

 

Both the leaders also digitally inaugurated the digital 

exhibition in the honour of Mahatma Gandhi and 

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rehman. 

 

20TH IORA COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MEETING 

HELD IN UAE 

The 20th edition of the 

Indian Ocean Rim 

Association (IORA) Council 

of Ministers (COM) Meeting 

via video conferencing under 

the Chairmanship of the 

United Arab Emirates (UAE).  

 

The theme of the meeting was “Promoting a Shared 

Destiny and Path to Prosperity in the Indian Ocean”.   

 

The Indian delegation was led by V. Muraleedharan, 

MoS, Ministry of External Affairs. Sri Lanka has 

assumed the charge of Vice-Chair of IORA for the 

period 2021-23. 

 

Secretary-General of Indian Ocean Rim Association: 

Nomvuyo Nokwe. 

Indian Ocean Rim Association Founded: 7 March 1997. 

Indian Ocean Rim Association Headquarters: Ebene, 

Mauritius. 

 

USA PLANS TO SET UP FIRST NUCLEAR 

REACTOR ON MOON 

USA‟s plan to set up the 

first nuclear reactor on 

the moon by the end of 

2026. In early 2021, the 

US Department of 

Energy in collaboration 

with NASA intends to 

solicit industry design proposals. It also got an impetus 

with a recent White House directive.  

 

The outgoing President Donald Trump issued the 

―National Strategy for Space Nuclear Power and 

Propulsion” on 16 December. 

 

The objective of NASA behind this was to establish a 

flight hardware system that is ready for integrating with 

the lunar lander by 2026 end. The nuclear reactor is 

known as the fission power system that will benefit 

future robotic and human expedition missions to the 

moon as well as Mars. 
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ARTICLE OF THE MONTH 
 

ISRAEL-MOROCCO NORMALISATION DEAL 

 

Recently, Morocco and Israel have agreed to normalize relations in a deal brokered by the USA. It makes Morocco 

the fourth Arab country, after the UAE, Bahrain (Abraham Accords) and Sudan, to set aside hostilities with Israel in 

the past four months. US President Donald Trump announced the agreement through a post on Twitter. He tweeted 

saying, "Another HISTORIC breakthrough today! Our two GREAT friends Israel and the Kingdom of Morocco have 

agreed to full diplomatic relations - a massive breakthrough for peace in the Middle East! 

MAJOR CONCERNS OF THE DEAL 

 

Morocco will establish full diplomatic relations and resume official contacts with 

Israel, reopen their liaison offices in Rabat (capital of Morocco) and Tel Aviv (a 

city in Israel) immediately with the intention to open embassies and promote 

economic cooperation between Israeli and Moroccan companies. Morocco intends 

to facilitate direct flights for Israeli tourists to and from Morocco.  

 

The USA has changed its longstanding policy and recognised Morocco's 

sovereignty over Western Sahara. Since 2007, the UN Security Council, of which 

the USA is a veto-capable permanent member, has called on Morocco and the 

Polisario to engage in negotiations without preconditions to reach a ―mutually acceptable political solution, which 

will provide for the self-determination of the people of Western Sahara.” 

 

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DEAL 

 

The USA is putting in efforts to present a united front against Iran and minimise  Tehran‟s regional influence. This 

step is considered as a sovereign move and will contribute to strengthening the common quest for stability, prosperity 

and lasting peace in the region. The deal would deepen Morocco‟s engagement with the West and will also boost 

Israel‘s motive which has made it a priority to forge ties with formerly hostile countries in Africa and the Arab 

world in the absence of any progress with the Palestinians. 

 

REACTIONS OF PALESTINIANS AND OTHERS 

 

Palestinian officials condemned the agreement, saying it would encourage Israel's denial of their rights. They had 

also condemned the earlier agreements of the Arab states with Israel, calling it a betrayal on their part to the 

Palestinian cause. Palestinians have been critical of the normalisation deals, saying Arab countries have set back the 

cause of peace by abandoning a longstanding demand of Israel giving up land for a Palestinian state before it can 

receive recognition. Egypt and the UAE have welcomed Morocco‟s decision. Egypt and Israel signed a peace treaty 

in 1979. In an official statement, Morocco's King agreed to the peace deal with Israel with minimal delay. However, 

the royal statement clarified that these measures to normalise relations with Israel do not in any manner affect 

Morocco's ongoing and sustained commitment to the just Palestinian cause.  The statement added that the King had 

spoken with Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas and assured him that he would not leave his position 

on defending the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people. The King reiterated his support for a two-state solution to 

the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Polisario Front's representative to the UN, Sidi Omar said Western Sahara's legal 

status is determined by international law and UN resolutions. The group's Europe representative, Oubi Bchraya, 

said that the change in US policy will not change an inch of the reality of the conflict and the right of the people of 

Western Sahara to self-determination. 

 

WESTERN SAHARA DISPUTE (MOROCCO'S CLAIM) 
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As a part of the Israel-Morocco Peace deal, the United States agreed to recognise 

Morocco's claim over Western Sahara. US President Donald Trump reaffirmed his 

support for Morocco's serious, credible, and realistic autonomy proposal as the 

only basis for a just and lasting solution to the dispute over the Western Sahara 

territory. Trump recognised Moroccan sovereignty over the entire Western 

Sahara territory, as per a statement by the White House. Western Sahara, a former 

Spanish colony, was claimed by Morocco in 1975. Since then it has been a matter 

of territorial dispute between Morocco and its indigenous Saharawi people, led 

by the pro-independence Polisario Front, which seeks to establish an independent 

state in the region. While Morocco claims the territory to have always been a part of its region, the African Union 

recognises it as an independent state. 

 

The 16-year-long insurgency over the territory ended with an UN-brokered truce in 1991. A promise of an 

independence referendum was also made but it is yet to take place. As per the official US statement, an independent 

Sahrawi State is not a realistic option for resolving the dispute and Morocco‟s genuine autonomy over the region is 

the only feasible solution. The United States will now open its consulate in Western Sahara as part of the Israel-

Morocco deal. 

 

OTHER PEACE DEALS OF ISRAEL BROKERED BY US 

 

ABRAHAM ACCORD 2020 

 

The Abraham Accord between Israel, the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain is mediated by the USA. It is the first 

Arab-Israeli peace deal in 26 years. 

 

As per the agreements, the UAE and Bahrain will establish: 

 

Embassies and exchange ambassadors. 

Working together with Israel across a range of sectors, including tourism, trade, healthcare and security. 

The Abraham Accords also open the door for Muslims around the world to visit the historic sites in Israel and to 

peacefully pray at Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem, the third holiest site in Islam. 

 

The agreement shows how the Arab countries are gradually decoupling themselves from the Palestine question. 

Palestine was among former Ottoman territories placed under UK administration by the League of Nations in 1922. 

All of these territories eventually became fully independent States, except Palestine. Full diplomatic ties will be 

established between Israel, the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain which will have a positive impact on the entire 

region. The deal buys UAE a lot of goodwill in the US, where its image has been tarnished by its involvement in the 

Yemen war. 

 

ISRAEL & SUDAN PEACE DEAL 

 

Israel and Sudan have also agreed to normalise ties in a deal brokered with the help of 

US President Donald Trump. This makes Sudan the third Arab nation to recognise Israel 

in the last two months after Bahrain and the UAE. As per a joint statement issued by 

Israel, Sudan and the United States, the leaders of Israel and Sudan have agreed to 

normalise relations and end hostilities between the two nations. Both Israel and Sudan 

plan to begin normalisation of ties by opening up economic and trade relations with an 

initial focus on agriculture. The issues concerning formal establishment of diplomatic ties 

would be resolved later. An Israeli delegation is expected to travel to Sudan in the coming 

days to complete the peace agreement, announced Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on October 24, 2020. 

It is, however, unclear as to how long it will take for a peace accord to be completed. 
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ECONOMIC AFFAIRS 
OECD PROJECTS INDIA'S FY21 GDP AT -9.9% 

The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 

Development (OECD) has marginally raised its GDP 

forecast for India to a contraction of 9.9% in 2020-21 

(FY21) from its earlier projection of (-) 10.2% in 

September 2020.  

 

OECD expects the GDP to rebound to 8% in 2021-22 

(FY22) and 5% in 2022-23 (FY23). 

 

In terms of the global 

economy, OECD expects 

the world GDP to contract 

4.2% in 2020. This estimate 

was (-) 4.5 per cent in 

September forecast.  

 

 OECD Headquarters: Paris, France. 

 OECD Secretary-General: Jose Angel Gurria. 

 

CENTRAL GOVERNMENT‟s QRMP SCHEME FOR 

GST PAYER 

The Central Government has 

launched „Quarterly Return 

filing & Monthly Payment 

of Taxes (QRMP)‟ scheme 

for small taxpayers under 

the GST system.  

 

The notifications for the same were issued by the 

Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC). 

 

After the above changes, the act is named as the Central 

Goods and Services Tax (Thirteenth Amendment) 

Rules, 2020. 

 

 CBIC Chairman: M. Ajit Kumar. 

 

RBL & ICICI PRUDENTIAL BANCASSURANCE 

PARTNERSHIP 

RBL Bank and ICICI Prudential have joined hands 

under a bancassurance partnership. 398 RBL Bank 

branches across 28 states will distribute ICICI 

Prudential Life‟s protection and savings products.  

 

The protection products of ICICI Prudential Life will 

help the bank‘s customers to develop a strong financial 

plan and its long-term savings products will help the 

customers of the bank to achieve their financial goals. 

This partnership will 

allow more than 8.7 

million customers of RBL 

Bank to access and 

purchase ICICI 

Prudential Life‟s 

customer-centric 

protection and long-term savings products. 

 

BSE LAUNCHES ELECTRONIC SPOT PLATFORM 

BEAM 

Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) Ltd. has launched an 

electronic spot platform, ―BSE E-Agricultural Markets 

Ltd (BEAM)”, for agricultural commodities through its 

subsidiary BSE Investments Ltd.  

 

The platform aims to 

boost the 

competitiveness of the 

Indian agricultural 

market by enhancing the 

strength of the BSE in 

financial markets, 

market technology and its vibrant ecosystem. 

 

BEAM will function as a national level, 

institutionalised, electronic, transparent commodity 

spot trading platform in line with the Prime Minister‘s 

vision to create a single market. 

 

IPPB WITH DOP LANCHES DIGITAL PAYMENT 

APP 'DAKPAY' 

The India Post 

Payments Bank 

(IPPB) along with 

Department of Posts 

(DoP) launched a 

digital payment 

application called 

‗DakPay‟ on 15 

December 2020, in an effort to provide Digital Financial 

inclusion at the last mile across India.  

 

The app was launched by Union Minister for 

Communications, Electronics & Information 

Technology and Law & Justice, Ravi Shankar Prasad. 
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The app „DakPay‟ will facilitate the customers of the 

DoP and IPPB in easy digital transactions and other 

banking and postal services. 

 

MD and CEO of India Post Payments Bank (IPPB): J 

Venkatramu. 

India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) Headquarters: New 

Delhi. 

 

ICICI BANK LAUNCHED ONLINE PLATFORM 

'INFINITE INDIA' 

 

ICICI Bank has launched an online platform „Infinite 

India‟ to support foreign companies to establish or 

expand business in India.  

The one-stop portal will offer banking solutions as well 

as value-added services such as the incorporation of a 

business entity, 

corporate filings, 

licences and 

registrations, HR 

services, compliances 

and taxation among 

others. 

 

The initiative is part of our strategy to further 

strengthen our technology-enabled offerings aimed to 

partner with foreign companies coming to India. 

 

ARTICLE OF THE MONTH 
 

WORLD BANK AIDED GREEN-NH PROJECT 

 

The Indian government on December 22, 2020, signed a loan pact of $500 million 

with the World Bank for the development of safe and green national highway 

corridors in Andhra Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Himachal Pradesh. 

 

The agreement between the Indian government and the World Bank was signed by 

an additional secretary, Department of economic affairs, CS Mohapatra, and World 

Bank acting country director of India, Sumila Gulyani. The loan has been granted 

with a tenor of 18.5 years along with a 5 years grace period. 

 

GREEN NATIONAL HIGHWAY CORRIDOR PROJECT 

 

The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH) had launched a National Green Highways Mission 

(NGHM) following the promulgation of „Green Highways Policy‟ in September 2015. The Green National 

Highways Corridor Projects (GNHCP) supports the implementation of the NGHM and the provision of green and 

safe transport. The objective of the Project is to demonstrate safe and green National Highway corridors in selected 

States and enhance the institutional capacity of the MoRTH in mainstreaming safety and green technologies. The 

project will be providing efficient transportation for road users in the four major states. It will connect people with the 

market and services; it will help lower Greenhouse gas emissions, and will promote efficient use of construction 

materials and water for reducing the depletion of scarce natural resources. The project will also widen and strengthen 

the existing structures by constructing drainage facilities, new pavements, and bypasses. It will also improve 

junctions and introduce road safety measures. 

 

THREE MAIN COMPONENTS OF THE PROJECT 

 

Green Highway Corridor Improvement and Maintenance: This includes upgradation and maintenance for five years 

of about 783 km of selected existing National Highways in the states of Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh 

and Andhra Pradesh. 

 

Institutional Capacity Enhancement: It will support the capacity enhancement of MoRTH in its pursuit to conserve 

natural resources and improve climate vulnerability of the National Highways network and reduce Greenhouse Gas 

(GHG) emissions. 
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Road Safety: It will provide support to improve road safety data analytics and highway safety monitoring and 

implementation. 

 

About the Pact between the Government and the World Bank: The USD 500 million loan from the International 

Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD), an arm of the World Bank, has a maturity of 18.5 years including 

a five-year grace period. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PROJECT 

 

The National Highways of India carries about 40% of road traffic. However, several 

sections of these highways have inadequate capacity, weak drainage structures and 

black spots prone to accidents. The ultimate objective of transport infrastructure is to 

provide seamless connectivity and reduce logistics costs. Historically, the transport 

sector in India has offered limited employment opportunities for women. The 

project will support the ministry with an in-depth analysis of gender-related issues in 

the transport sector along with help in creating jobs for women by training women-led 

micro enterprises and women collectives to implement green technologies in the 

highway corridors. It will also support the Bharatmala Pariyojana Program (BPP). 

 

FEATURES OF GREEN HIGHWAY POLICY 2015 

 

It promotes greening and development of eco-friendly National Highway corridors across the country with 

participation of farmers, private sector and government institutions including the Forest Department. It addresses 

the issues that lie in the road of development and shows the way towards sustainable development. Planting of trees 

in any particular area will depend on the soil suitability and climatic conditions. Its objective is to reduce the impact 

of air pollution and dust by planting trees and shrubs along the National Highways. They will act as natural sinks 

for air pollutants and arrest soil erosion at the embankment slopes. 

 

ABOUT WORLD BANK 

 

World Bank as an organisation was founded at the Bretton Woods conference in 1944, the International Bank for 

Reconstruction and Development—soon called the World Bank—has expanded to a closely associated group of five 

development institutions. 

 

Five Development Institutions: International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) provides loans, 

credits, and grants. 

International Development Association (IDA) provides low- or no-interest loans to low-income countries. 

The International Finance Corporation (IFC) provides investment, advice, and asset management services to 

companies and governments. 

The Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA) insures lenders and investors against political risk such as 

war. 

The International Centre for the Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID) settles investment-disputes between 

investors and countries. India is not a member of ICSID. 

 

Recently, the World Bank has released new Purchasing Power Parities (PPPs) for reference year 2017, under 

International Comparison Program (ICP) that adjusts for differences in the cost of living across economies of the 

world. It has also developed the Logistics Performance Index. 

 

OTHER PROJECTS SUPPORTED BY WORLD BANK 
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National Hydrology Project: The National Hydrology Project will scale up the 

successes achieved under Hydrology Project-I and Hydrology Project-II to cover the 

entire country including the states of Ganga and Brahmaputra-Barak basins. For the 

first time, under HP-I and HP-II, real-time flood forecast systems integrated with 

weather forecast in Krishna and Satluj-Beas river systems will give reservoir 

managers an accurate picture of the water situation in their region. Apart from 

benefitting the states in further upgrading and completing their monitoring networks, 

it will also help new states to better manage water flows from the reservoirs. 

 

Strengthening Teaching-Learning and Results for States (STARS) Project: Strengthening Teaching-Learning and 

Results for States Program (STARS) will help in improving assessment systems, facilitating school-to-work transition, 

strengthening classroom instruction and remediation, decentralizing management and strengthening the governance. 

It will also support India's goal 'Education for All'. For this vision, the World Bank has earlier assisted with more 

than $3 billion. The program will be carried out in six Indian states-- Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, 

Maharashtra, Odisha and Rajasthan. 

 

National Nutrition Mission: The mission targets to reduce stunting, under-nutrition, anaemia among young 

children, women and adolescent girls and reduce low birth weight by at least 2 percent per annum . Though the 

target to reduce stunting is at least 2 per cent per annum, the mission would strive to achieve reduction in stunting 

from 38.4% (NFHS-4) to 25% by 2022. More than 10 crore people are expected to be benefitted by the programme.  It 

would cover all the states and districts in a phased manner. While 315 districts will be covered in 2017-18 and 235 

districts in 2018-19, the remaining districts will be covered in 2019-20. 

 

Atal Bhujal Yojana (ABHY): It is also known as National Groundwater Management Improvement Programme. The 

scheme will be implemented in Maharashtra, Haryana, Gujarat, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and 

Karnataka. All these states have alluvial aquifers of the Indus-Gangetic plains and hard rock aquifers of peninsular 

India. The objective of Atal Bhujal Yojana is to promote panchayat-led groundwater management. ABHY also aims 

to increase farmers‘ incomes and improvement in water use efficiency on a larger scale. It has another objective to 

improve cropping patterns and use of groundwater at the community level. 
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APPOINTMENTS 
VARSHA JOSHI APPOINTED AS CHAIRPERSON 

OF NDDB 

The Government of 

India has appointed IAS 

Officer Varsha Joshi as 

the new Chairperson of 

National Dairy 

Development Board 

(NDDB).  

 

She is presently served as Joint Secretary (CDD), 

Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying, 

Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry & Dairying, 

Government of India. 

 

Joshi‟s appointment is made effective from December 1, 

2020, until further orders. 

 

 National Dairy Development Board Founded: 

16 July 1965. 

 National Dairy Development Board 

Headquarters: Anand, Gujarat. 

 

RAJEEV CHAUDHARY APPOINTED AS 27TH DG 

OF BRO 

Lt Gen Rajeev Chaudhary 

has been appointed as the 

27th Director General of 

Border Roads 

Organisation (BRO).  

 

His appointment is 

effective from 1st December 2020. Lt Gen Chaudhary 

succeeds Lt Gen Harpal Singh who has been appointed 

as the new Engineer-in-Chief of the Indian Army.  

 

The BRO is responsible for construction and 

maintenance of all border roads including those along 

the frontiers with China and Pakistan. 

 

 BRO Headquarters: New Delhi. 

 BRO Founder: Jawaharlal Nehru. 

 BRO Founded: 7 May 1960. 

 

ANNIKA SORENSTAM ELECTED AS PRESIDENT 

OF IGF 

The International Golf Federation (IGF) elected 

Annika Sorenstam as its new president effective 

January 1, 2021.  

IGF President, Peter 

Dawson, is stepping 

down after 10 years of 

leadership and service.  

Sorenstam, a 72-time 

winner on the LPGA 

Tour and former No. 1 

from Sweden. 

 

 International Golf Federation Founded: 1958. 

 International Golf Federation Headquarters: 

Lausanne, Switzerland. 

 Golf became an Olympic sport again in 2016 

after 112 years. 

 

CEO OF PRASAR BHARATI ELECTED AS ABU 

VICE PRESIDENT 

CEO of Prasar Bharati 

was elected as the 

Vice President of 

Asia Pacific 

Broadcasting Union 

(ABU).  

 

ABU was established in 1964 and is a non-profit, non-

governmental, non-political professional association 

whose mission is to assist the development of 

broadcasting in the Asia-Pacific region. 

 

ABU promotes the collective interests of television and 

radio stations and major industry players, and 

promotes regional and international media cooperation. 

 

It is a member of the World Broadcaster‟s Union and 

works closely with other regional broadcasting unions 

on other issues of common concern. 

 

Currently, ABU has more than 260 members in more 

than 70 countries on four continents. It is headquartered 

in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 

 

 

HARSH VARDHAN NOMINATED TO THE BOARD 

OF 'GAVI' 

Union Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan has been 

nominated as the board member of the Global Alliance 

for Vaccines and Immunisation (GAVI).  
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The seat is currently held 

by Myint Htwe of 

Myanmar. Dr Vardhan 

will represent the South 

East Area Regional 

Office (SEARO)/ 

Western Pacific 

Regional Office (WPRO) constituency on the GAVI 

Board.   

 

The vaccine alliance GAVI is an international 

organisation that provides a forum for balanced 

strategic decision-making, innovation and partner 

collaboration. 

 

 GAVI Headquarters location: Geneva, 

Switzerland. 

 GAVI Founded: January 2000. 

 

VINEET AGARWAL TAKE OVER AS NEW 

ASSOCHAM PRESIDENT 

Managing Director of logistics major Transport 

Corporation of India Limited, Vineet Agarwal has 

taken over as the new President of the Associated 

Chambers of Commerce and Industry of India 

(Assocham).  

 

He replaces Niranjan 

Hiranandani, Co-Founder 

and MD, Hiranandani 

Group of Companies. 

Sumant Sinha, Chairman 

and Managing Director of 

ReNew Power, is the new 

Senior Vice-President of Assocham. 

 

The organisation represents the interests of trade and 

commerce in India, and acts as an interface between 

issues and initiatives. 
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AWARDS & HONOR 
RANJITSINH DISALE: GLOBAL TEACHER PRIZE 

2020 

Ranjitsinh Disale, a 

government teacher from 

Zilla Parishad Primary 

School, in Paritewadi 

village, Solapur district of 

Maharashtra, has won 

the 2020 Global Teacher 

Prize. He is the first Indian to win this award, which 

carries prize money of $1 million (Rs 7.4 crore).  

 

The 32-year-old has won the annual Global Teacher 

Prize 2020 in recognition of his efforts to promote girls‘ 

education in his village and trigger a quick-response 

(QR) coded textbook revolution in India.  

 

The Global Teacher Prize is an annual prize founded by 

the Varkey Foundation in 2014 to recognise an 

exceptional teacher who has made an outstanding 

contribution to the profession. The award is given in 

partnership with UNESCO. 

 

RAJ KAMAL WON RABINDRA NATH TAGORE 

LITERARY PRIZE 

Journalist-author, Raj Kamal 

Jha has won the 3rd 

Rabindranath Tagore 

Literary Prize for his novel, 

―The City and The Sea”.  

 

Due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, the winner of the 

$5,000 prize was announced online in Copenhagen, 

Denmark. 

 

Jha‟s book, which is based on the December 2012 

Nirbhaya rape and murder case, was chosen from ten 

shortlisted books including Amitav Ghosh‟s Gun 

Island, Nirmala Govindarajan‟s Taboo and Ranjit 

Hoskote‟s Jonahwhale. 

 

The Rabindranath Tagore Literary Prize was founded 

in 2018 by US-based publisher Bundalo as a platform 

for world peace, literature, art, education and human 

rights.  

 

 

UNITED NATIONS INVESTMENT PROMOTION 

AWARD 2020 

The Geneva-based United Nations Conference on 

Trade and Development (UNCTAD) has awarded the 

2020 United Nations Investment Promotion Award to 

Invest India, the National Investment Promotion 

Agency of India.  

 

The Invest India was 

declared the winner from 

among the 180 global 

Investment Promotion 

Agencies (IPAs). 

 

The response of IPAs to the COVID-19 pandemic was 

the basis for the evaluation of the 2020 United Nations 

Investment Promotion Award.  The annual award 

recognizes and celebrates the outstanding achievements 

and best practices of Investment Promotion Agencies 

(IPAs) across the globe. 

 

Invest India MD & CEO: Deepak Bagla. 

Invest India Headquarter: New Delhi. 

 

YOUNG DR. CAROLINA ARAUJO WINS 

RAMANUJAN PRIZE 2020 

The year 2020 

Ramanujan Prize for 

Young Mathematicians 

was awarded to Dr 

Carolina Araujo, 

Mathematician from the 

Institute for Pure and 

Applied Mathematics (IMPA), Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  

 

Her work area focuses on birational geometry, which 

aims to classify and describe the structure of algebraic 

varieties. 

 

The prize is awarded annually to a researcher from a 

developing country funded by the Department of 

Science and Technology of the Government of India in 

association with ICTP (International Centre for 

Theoretical Physics), and the International 

Mathematical Union (IMU) was given for her 

outstanding work in algebraic geometry. 
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PAUL SEIN TWA AWARDED GOLDMAN 

ENVIRONMENTAL PRIZE 

International Union for Conservation of Nature 

(IUCN) Asia Regional Office awarded Paul Sein Twa, 

for Goldman Environmental Prize 2020 for Asia.  

 

This award is given to him 

for his efforts in 

promoting the self-

determination of the 

Karen people in managing 

their natural resources. 

Paul is the co-founder of the Karen Environmental and 

Social Action Network (KESAN), established in 2001. 

 

The Goldman Environmental Prize is one of the most 

prestigious environmental prizes awarded annually to 

grassroots environmental activists, one from each of the 

world‘s six geographic regions: Africa, Asia, Europe, 

Islands and Island Nations, North America, and South 

and Central America. 

 

Director-General of IUCN:Dr Bruno Oberle. 

IUCN Headquarters: Gland, Switzerland 

 

ASSOCHAM ENTERPRISE OF THE CENTURY 

AWARDS 2020 

Prime Minister, Shri 

Narendra Modi 

addressed the 

‗ASSOCHAM 

Foundation Week 2020‟ 

via video conferencing. 

The week-long 

Associated Chambers of Commerce of India 

(ASSOCHAM) Foundation Week was organised from 

15 to 19 December 2020.  

 

The theme of the programme was „India‟s resilience: 

Atmanirbhar roadmap towards $5 trillion economies.‟ 

 

As a part of the celebration, PM Modi also presented the 

„ASSOCHAM Enterprise of the Century Award‟ to 

Shri Ratan Tata, on behalf of the TATA Group, for his 

distinguished contributions to the country.  

 

 

 

NTPC AWARDED WITH PRESTIGIOUS 

SUSTAINABILITY AWARD 

Country‟s largest power 

producer, National 

Thermal Power 

Corporation Limited 

(NTPC) has been 

conferred ―Excellence” in 

the prestigious CII-ITC 

Sustainability Awards 2020 in Corporate Social 

Responsibility (CSR) Domain.  

 

NTPC has been honoured in the Corporate Excellence 

Category, Commendation for Significant Achievement. 

 

NTPC wins the prestigious CII-ITC Sustainability 

Awards in Corporate Excellence category second time in 

a row i.e. in the year 2019 and 2020. 

 

NTPC MD & CEO: Gurdeep Singh. 

NTPC Headquarters: New Delhi, India. 

 

DRDO'S SCIENTIST OF THE YEAR AWARD 2020 

Senior scientist Hemant 

Kumar Pandey has been 

honoured with 

DRDO‟s”Scientist of the 

Year Award” for his 

contribution in 

developing several 

herbal medicines, including the popular drug Lukoskin 

meant for the treatment of leucoderma.  

 

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh had recently 

facilitated the scientist at an event here with the 

prestigious award that comprises a certificate and cash 

prize of Rs 2 lakh. 

 

The scientist has developed six herbal drugs so far, 

Lukoskin used for treating leucoderma or Vitiligo, a 

condition in which white patches get developed on the 

skin, has been most widely appreciated and found huge 

acceptance in the market. 

 

Apart from Lukoskin, Pandey has developed drugs for 

the treatment of eczema and toothache as well as an 

anti-radiation cream, most of which are already being 

sold in the market following the transfer of technology 

(ToT). 
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ARTICLE OF THE MONTH 
 

TRUMP AWARDED ‗LEGION OF MERIT‘ TO PM MODI 

 

President of the United States of America, Donald Trump has conferred the Legion 

of Merit on Prime Minister Narendra Modi, one of the highest military honours of 

the US. The PM was given this honour for his exceptionally meritorious service as the 

leader of India. PM has been given this award for his role in ―advancing the Indo-US 

relationship”. The award recognises the efforts of the people of India and the USA to 

improve bilateral ties, reflected in the bipartisan consensus in both countries about the 

Indo-US Strategic Partnership. Australian PM was presented the award for 

“addressing global challenges and promoting collective security”. Japanese PM for 

his ―leadership and vision for a free and open Indo-Pacific”. 

 

Indian Ambassador, Taranjit Singh Sandhu, accepted the award on behalf of PM Modi. USA has also awarded the 

‗Legion of Merit‟ to the Prime Ministers of Japan and Australia. All these four countries were key to reviving the 

Quadrilateral grouping since 2017, which is part of the Indo-Pacific strategy and is aimed at countering the growing 

dominance of China in the region. 

 

WHAT IS LEGION OF MERIT? 

 

Legion of Merit is the US military decoration having distinct ranks. It is by far the 

first US medal that is awarded to the citizens of other countries.  The award is 

being given since 1943. The medal is awarded for extraordinary services, fidelity 

shown by the person in either combat or non-combat situations. One of the USA‟s 

highest military decorations, the award was instituted in 1942 by former President 

Franklin D. Roosevelt.  

 

It is awarded to members of the USA armed forces and also members of foreign 

(i.e. non-USA) armed forces and sometimes heads of state or government. The 

award is presented to foreign recipients in four categories: Chief Commander, Commander, Officer and 

Legionnaire. There have been two Indian recipients of the honour in the past: Field Marshal K M Cariappa in 1950, 

and Gen S M Srinagesh in 1955.  

 

It is unique in itself as any US military personnel can qualify only for the lowest rank of a legionnaire but a 

foreigner is eligible for higher ranks of officer, commander, and chief commander. The award is usually conferred 

upon foreign officials of high rank or on foreign military advisers. The badge is a five-rayed white cross, edged with 

red, placed on a green wreath with a blue centre consisting of 13 white stars. This honour holds significance as the 

four leaders receiving it are the key to revive the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, QUAD since 2017. It was a part of 

the Indo-Pacific strategy and was set as an alternative to the growing belligerence of China in the East. 

 

History of the legion of Merit: In September 2020, the Legion of Merit was awarded to late Amir of Kuwait Sheikh 

Sabah al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. He was the senior-most Royal in the Middle-East and was given the award for 

his efforts in bridging divides in the region. Among others, China‟s Chiang Kai-shek was awarded in 1943, Gen 

Georgy Zhukov from the Soviet Army in 1945, France‘s Charles de Gaulle in 1945, Thailand‟s King Bhumibol 

Adulyadej in 1960. 

 

Some PERSONALITIES TO HAVE RECEIVED THE LEGION OF MERIT 

 

King George VI, Commonwealth armed forces in 1945 

Brother of Sir Baber Shamsher Jang Bahadur Rana in 1946 
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Shah Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi, Iranian Armed Forces on October 7, 1947 

Field Marshal & Prime Minister Tin Maharaja Mohan Shamsher Jang Bahadur Rana, GBE, GCIE Royal Nepalese 

Army in 1948. 

Field Marshal Kodandera Madappa Cariappa, OBE, Indian Army in 1950 

General Satyawant Mallana Srinagesh, Indian Army on September 2, 1955 

King Bhumibol Adulyadej (Rama IX), Thai Armed Forces on June 28, 1960    

 

QUADRILATERAL SECURITY DIALOGUE (QUAD) 

 

The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue also known as the Quad or Asian NATO is an 

informal strategic forum between the United States, Japan, Australia and India that is 

maintained by semi-regular summits, information exchanges and military drills 

between member countries. The forum was initiated as a dialogue in 2007 by then 

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan, with the support of Vice President Dick 

Cheney of the US, Prime Minister John Howard of Australia and Prime Minister 

Manmohan Singh of India. The dialogue was paralleled by joint military exercises of 

an unprecedented scale, titled Exercise Malabar. The diplomatic and military 

arrangement was widely viewed as a response to increased Chinese economic and military power, and the Chinese 

government responded to the Quad by issuing formal diplomatic protests to its members. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE OF QUAD GROUPING 

 

India has taken a significant turn in its policy for the subcontinent by joining quad grouping. It provides New Delhi 

a powerful platform to advance its interests in East Asia. 

 

It will deepen India‟s ties with the US, Australia, and Japan with benefits in diplomatic leverage and sharing of 

burden in defense. It will also provide India a significant chance in shaping US policies in Afghanistan-Pakistan to 

the benefit of India. 

 

It will provide a powerful platform to advance Indian interest in the region and strengthen the Act East policy. Foster 

economic growth with better market adaptation, so it will lead to more employment opportunities in India. 

 

It helps India and the other three nations to counter China‟s OBOR. As India is refused to join OBOR it helps India 

to connect with other markets like Central Asian and Southeast Asian markets. 

 

OTHER STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN INDIA & US 

 

Recently, India has signed the Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement (BECA) with the USA. BECA will enable 

the exchange of geospatial data and information between the two countries and will improve the accuracy of India‘s 

missiles in precision strikes. The geospatial maps and charts to be shared, will be acquired from multiple sources like 

satellites, unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), reconnaissance aircraft, aerostats among others. As part of measures to 

enhance military to military cooperation, Liaison Officers at each other's establishments could be leveraged to enhance 

information sharing. BECA is one of the four foundational military communication agreements between the two 

countries.  

 

The other three are: 

 

General Security Of Military Information Agreement.  

Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement.  

Communications and Information Security Memorandum of Agreement. 

 

Both countries released a Joint Statement on shared Indo-USA goals in the Asia-Pacific region and emphasised that 

the Code of Conduct in the South China Sea should not prejudice the legitimate rights and interests of any nation in 
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accordance with international law. They also decided to expand joint capacity building activities with partner 

countries in the Indo-Pacific region. 
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SPORTS 
LEWIS HAMILTON WON BAHRAIN GRAND PRIX 

2020 

Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes-

Great Britain) has won the 

2020 Bahrain Grand Prix at 

Bahrain International 

Circuit, Bahrain.  

 

The race was the fifteenth 

round of the 2020 Formula One World Championship. 

This is the 11th victory for Hamilton of the season, and 

95th F1 win of his career. 

 

Also, Hamilton now holds the records for the most wins 

(95), in Formula One history. Red Bull Racing 

teammates Max Verstappen (Netherlands) and 

Alexander Albon (Thailand) were second and third 

respectively. 

 

JEHAN DARUVALA BECOMES 1ST INDIAN TO 

WIN F2 RACE 

Jehan Daruvala created 

history, as he became the 

first Indian to win a 

Formula 2 race at the 

2020 Sakhir Grand Prix, 

Bahrain.  

 

This was the final race of the F2 season. The Formula 2 

Championship is a second-tier single-seater racing 

championship. 

 

The 22-year-old Jehan Daruvala is currently a member 

of the Red Bull Junior Team and competes for Carlin 

Motorsport. 

 

SWEDISH ATHLETE NAMED AS WORLD 

ATHLETES OF YEAR 

Swedish pole vaulter 

Mondo Duplantis and 

Venezuelan triple jumper 

Yulimar Rojas are the 2020 

Male and Female World 

Athletes of the Year.  

 

They are their countries‘ first recipients of the 

prestigious athletics award announced during the 

virtual awards. 

 

At the age of 20, Duplantis is the youngest ever winner 

of the Male Athlete of the Year Award after twice 

breaking the absolute world record (6.17m and 6.18m) in 

February before producing the highest outdoor vault in 

history (6.15m) in September. 

 

Rojas who broke the world indoor triple jump record 

with a leap of 15.43m, finished the shortened 2020 

season undefeated in four triple jump competitions 

indoors and outdoors. 

 

BAJRANG PUNIA & ELAVENIL VALARIVAN 

BAGGED TOP HONOURS 

Indian athletes, Bajrang 

Punia (Freestyle-Wrestling) 

and Elavenil Valarivan 

(Shooting), bagged the top 

honours at the virtually 

held FICCI India Sports 

Awards 2020 on the back of 

the 10th Global Sports Summit.  

 

The two athletes, who have had an impressive 2019-20 

season, won the Sportsperson of the Year awards in 

their respective categories. 

 

Award Personality 

Sportsperson of the Year 
(Female) 

Elavenil Valarivan 

Sportsperson of the Year (Male) Bajrang Punia 

Best State Promoting Sports 
Award 

Madhya Pradesh 

Best Company Promoting Sports 
(Private) 

Anil Kumble 

 

ODISHA TO HOST 2023 FIH MEN HOCKEY 

WORLD CUP 

The International 

Hockey Federation 

(FIH) had announced 

that the 2023 FIH 

Men‟s Hockey World 

Cup will be hosted in 

Odisha, for a second 

consecutive time.  

The tournament will be held at two venues, 

Bhubaneswar and Rourkela. The Men‘s Hockey World 

Cup 2018 was also hosted by Odisha. 
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The 2023 tournament will be 15th edition of the Men‟s 

FIH Hockey World Cup. It will be held at the Kalinga 

Stadium in Bhubaneswar and at the Biju Patnaik 

Hockey Stadium in Rourkela. FIH Hockey World Cup 

is held after every four years. 

 

4 INDIGENOUS GAMES INCLUDED IN KHELO 

INDIA YOUTH GAMES  

The Sports Ministry has 

approved the inclusion of 

four indigenous Games to be 

a part of Khelo India Youth 

Games 2021, which is 

scheduled to be held in 

Haryana.  

 

The four new games are, Gatka, Kalaripayattu, Thang-

Ta and Mallakhamba.  

 

Place of origin of the newly inducted games 

 

 Kalaripayattu has its origin from Kerala. 

 Mallakhamba is practised in Madhya Pradesh 

and Maharashtra. 

 Gatka originates from Punjab. It is a traditional 

fighting style of the Nihang Sikh Warriors, 

used both as self-defence as well as a sport. 

 Thang-Ta is a Manipur martial art. 

 

 

LEWIS HAMILTON: SPORTS PERSONALITY OF 

THE YEAR 

Formula 1 world champion, 

Lewis Hamilton has won 

the BBC Sports Personality 

of the Year 2020. This is the 

second time that the 35-year-

old Hamilton has been 

crowned Sports Personality of the Year. Prior to this, he 

won the award in 2014. 

 

Other award winners at Sports Personality 2020 

 

 Helen Rollason Award: Captain Sir Tom Moore 

 Coach of the Year: Jurgen Klopp (Football) 

 Team of the Year: Liverpool FC 

 Young Sports Personality of the Year: Andrea 

Spendolini-Sirieix (British diver) 

 

FIFA CANCELS NEXT YEAR MEN'S WORLD CUP 

FIFA has cancelled men‟s U-20 and U-17 World Cup 

tournaments in 2021 for the novel coronavirus.  

As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Bureau of 

the FIFA Council has decided to cancel the 2021 

editions of the men‟s FIFA U-20 World Cup and FIFA 

U-17 World Cup, and to appoint Indonesia and Peru 

respectively, who were due to host the tournaments in 

2021, as the hosts of the 2023 editions. 

 

So Peru will host 

the FIFA U-17 

Cup in 2023. In World 

the same year, the 

FIFA U-20 World 

Cup will be held by 

Indonesia. 

 

MS DHONI WINS ICC SPIRIT OF CRICKET 

AWARD OF THE DECADE 

M S Dhoni won the ICC Spirit of Cricket Award of the 

Decade for his gesture of calling back England batsman 

Ian Bell after a bizarre run out in the Nottingham Test 

in 2011.  

 

The incident won the ICC 

Spirit of Cricket Award in 

2011.  

 

In 2011, during his tour of 

England, in the second Test, 

Bell was run out after scoring 

137 runs as he had left the 

crease before the ball was 

dead at the cusp of tea. 

 

VIRAT KOHLI WON AWARDS AT ICC AWARDS 

OF THE DECADE 

Indian Captain Virat 

Kohli won two 

prestigious awards at the 

ICC Awards of the 

Decade. The two awards 

are Sir Garfield Sobers 

award for ICC Male 

Cricketer of the Decade & ICC Men‘s ODI Player of the 

Decade.  

 

Virat Kohli Numbers: 

 

 In Tests: 86 matches, 7240 runs, 53.62 average, 

27 100s 

 In ODIs: 208 matches, 10388 runs, 61.83 

average, 39 100s 

 In T20Is: 80 matches, 2768 runs, 50.32 average, 

24 50s 
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DATES & DAYS 
WORLD AIDS DAY: 1ST DECEMBER 

Every year, on 1 December, 

the world commemorates 

World AIDS Day.  

 

The day provides an 

opportunity for people 

worldwide to unite in the 

fight against HIV, to show support for people living 

with HIV and to commemorate those who have died 

from an AIDS-related illness.  

 

This year the theme of World AIDS Day is “Global 

solidarity, shared responsibility”. In 2020, the world‟s 

attention has been focused by the COVID-19 pandemic 

on health and how pandemics affect lives and 

livelihoods.  

 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF ABOLITION OF 

SLAVERY 

International Day for 

the Abolition of 

Slavery is observed 

annually on 2nd 

December since 1986 

by the United 

Nations General 

Assembly.  

 

The focus of this day is on eradicating contemporary 

forms of slavery, such as trafficking in persons, sexual 

exploitation, and the worst forms of child labour, forced 

marriage, and the forced recruitment of children for use 

in armed conflict. 

 

The International Day for the Abolition of Slavery, 2 

December, marks the date of the adoption of the 

convention by the General Assembly, of the United 

Nations. 

 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PERSON WITH 

DISABILITIES 

The International Day of 

Persons with Disabilities is 

observed annually on 

December 3.  

 

The IDPWD day was 

proclaimed in 1992 by the 

United Nations General Assembly. The 2020 theme: 

‗Not all Disabilities are Visible‟.  

The day is celebrated to promote the rights and well-

being of persons with disabilities in all spheres of 

society and development, and to increase awareness of 

the situation of persons with disabilities in every aspect 

of political, social, economic and cultural life. 

 

United Nations Secretary-general: António Guterres. 

United Nations Headquarters: New York, United 

States. 

 

NATIONAL NAVY DAY: 4TH DECEMBER 

In India, December 4 is 

observed as the National 

Navy Day every year, to 

celebrate the 

achievements and role of 

the naval force to the 

country. The theme of 

Navy Day 2020 is “Indian Navy Combat Ready, 

Credible & Cohesive”.  

 

The day is marked in recognition of the launch of 

Operation Trident during the Indo-Pakistan war in 

1971.  

 

The Indian Navy is the marine branch of the Indian 

Armed Forces and is led by the President of India as 

Commander-in-Chief.  

 

Chief of Naval Staff: Admiral Karambir Singh. 

 

 

WORLD SOIL DAY 2020: 5TH DECEMBER 

The World Soil Day is celebrated every year on 

December 5 to raise awareness of the importance of soil 

quality for human well-being, food security and 

ecosystems.  

 

The Food and 

Agriculture 

Organization (FAO) 

campaign ―Keep soil 

alive, protect soil 

biodiversity” aims to 

raise awareness of the 

importance of sustaining healthy ecosystems and 

human well-being. 
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The date of 5 December was chosen because it 

corresponds with the official birthday of the late H.M. 

King Bhumibol Adulyadej, King of Thailand, who was 

one of the main proponents of this initiative. An 

international day to celebrate Soil was recommended by 

the International Union of Soil Sciences (IUSS) in 

2002.  

 

INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION DAY: 7TH 

DECEMBER 

The International Civil Aviation Day is celebrated 

every year on December 7 to recognize the importance 

of aviation to the social and economic development of 

the world.  

 

The purpose of International 

Civil Aviation Day is to help 

generate and reinforce 

worldwide awareness of the 

importance of international 

civil aviation to the social 

and economic development of States. 

 

The Day was established in 1994 to celebrate the 50th 

anniversary of the establishment of the International 

Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO). The United 

Nations General Assembly proclaimed the day in 1996. 

 

 International Civil Aviation Organization 

Headquarter: Montreal, Canada. 

 International Civil Aviation Organization 

Council President: Salvatore Sciacchitano. 

 

UNICEF DAY 2020: DECEMBER 11TH 

Every year the UNICEF 

Day is observed on 

December 11.  

 

The United Nations 

General Assembly 

created UNICEF on 

December 11, 1946, as the United Nations International 

Children‟s Emergency Fund to improve the health, 

nutrition, education, and general welfare of children 

devastated due to World War II. 

 

UNICEF‘s name was subsequently changed from 

United Nations International Children‟s Emergency 

Fund to United Nations Children‟s Fund though; it 

continued to be known by the popular acronym based 

on the previous title. 

 

 UNICEF Headquarters: New York, United 

States of America. 

 UNICEF Executive Director: Henrietta H. Fore. 

 

INTERNATIONAL MOUNTAIN DAY 2020: 11TH 

NOVEMBER 

The International 

Mountain Day is 

observed globally on 

December 11 every year.  

 

The day is celebrated to 

create awareness about 

the importance of mountains to life, to highlight the 

opportunities and constraints in mountain development. 

 

―Mountain biodiversity” is the theme of this year‘s 

International Mountain Day, so let‟s celebrate their 

rich biodiversity, as well as address the threats they 

face. 

 

INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSAL HEALTH 

COVERAGE DAY 2020 

International Universal 

Health Coverage Day is 

a United Nations‘ 

recognized international 

day celebrated every 

year on December 12.  

 

The Day aims to raise awareness of the need for strong 

and resilient health systems and universal health 

coverage with multi-stakeholder partners. 

 

This year's theme of International Universal Health 

Coverage Day is ‗Health For All: PROTECT 

EVERYONE‟.  

 

The theme reflects that to end this crisis (COVID-19) 

and build a safer and healthier future, we must invest in 

health systems that protect us all-now. 

 

INTERNATIONAL MIGRANTS DAY: 18TH 

DECEMBER 

The International 

Migrants Day is 

observed globally on 18 

December every year.  

In December 2000, the 

UN General Assembly 

proclaimed 18 
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December as International Migrants Day after 

considering the large and increasing number of 

migrants in the world.  

 

The theme of International Migrants Day 2020 is 

‗Reimagining Human Mobility‟. 

 

The day marks the anniversary of the adoption of the 

International Convention on the Protection of the 

Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their 

Families, which was adopted by the United Nations 

(UN) on 18 December 1990 

 

GOA LIBERATION DAY 2020: 19TH DECEMBER 

Goa Liberation Day is 

observed on 19 

December every year in 

India and it marks the 

day Indian armed forces 

freed Goa in 1961 

following 450 years of Portuguese rule.  

 

The Portuguese colonised several parts of India in 1510 

but by the end of the 19th-century Portuguese colonies 

in India were limited to Goa, Daman, Diu, Dadra, 

Nagar Haveli and Anjediva Island. 

 

The 36-hour military operation, conducted from 

December 18, 1961, was code-named ‗Operation Vijay‟ 

meaning „Operation Victory,‘ and involved attacks by 

the Indian Navy, Indian Air Force and Indian Army. 

 

 Governor of Goa: Bhagat Singh Koshyari. 

 Chief Minister of Goa: Pramod Sawant. 

 

INTERNATIONAL HUMAN SOLIDARITY DAY: 

20TH DECEMBER 

International Human 

Solidarity Day is observed 

globally on 20 December 

every year to celebrate 

unity in diversity and raise 

awareness about the 

importance of solidarity.  

 

According to the United Nations Millennium 

Declaration, solidarity is among the fundamental values 

that are essential to international relations. 

 

Solidarity is defined as an awareness of shared interests 

and objectives that create a psychological sense of unity 

and ties in a society that bind people together as one. 

 

NATIONAL MATHEMATICS DAY 2020: 22ND 

DECEMBER 

India observes the National Mathematics Day every 

year on 22 December since 2012. The day is celebrated 

to commemorate the birth anniversary of 

Mathematician Srinivasa Ramanujan.  

 

This year nation celebrates his 133rd birth anniversary 

of Ramanujan. 

 

The main objective behind 

the celebration of National 

Mathematics Day is to 

make people aware of the 

development of mathematics and its importance in the 

growth of humanity. 

 

NATIONAL CONSUMER RIGHTS DAY: 

DECEMBER 24TH 

National Consumer Rights Day is observed every year 

on December 24. On this day in 1986, the Consumer 

Protection Act 1986 received the Presidential assent 

and thus came into force.  

 

The Act aims to 

provide consumers 

with effective 

safeguards against 

different types of 

exploitation, such as 

defective goods, deficiency in services and unfair trade 

practices. 

 

‗Jago Grahak Jago‟, which means „Be aware consumer‟, 

is a consumer awareness program launched by the 

Department of Consumer Affairs.
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REPORT & INDEXES 
RELIANCE INDUSTRIES TOPPED FORTUNE 500 

LIST 2020 

 

Reliance Industries 

Ltd (RIL) has topped 

the 2020 Fortune 500 

list of Indian 

companies, released. 

The revenue of RIL 

clocked Rs 615,854.00, accounting for 7% of cumulative 

revenues and 11 per cent profit of the companies.  

 

The country‟s biggest oil firm, Indian Oil Corporation 

Ltd (IOC), bagged the second spot, followed by Oil and 

Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) at the third position.  

 

The list was published by Fortune India, which is part of 

the Kolkata-based RP Sanjiv Goenka Group. 

 

GITANJALI RAO: KID OF THE YEAR BY TIME 

MAGAZINE 

The Indian-American 

young scientist and 

inventor, Gitanjali Rao, has 

been named as the first-ever 

‗Kid of the Year‟ by the 

iconic TIME magazine.  

This is the first time that the TIME magazine has 

launched the Kid of the Year” award. 

 

The 15-year-old Gitanjali Rao was chosen from among 

more than 5,000 nominees, for her ―astonishing work‖ 

using technology to tackle issues ranging from 

contaminated drinking water to opioid addiction and 

cyberbullying. 

 

She has created applications named ‗Kindly‟ to help 

people, especially kids, fight opioid addiction and 

cyberbullying. 

 

 TIME magazine Headquarters: United States. 

 TIME magazine Editor: Edward Felsenthal. 

 

ADAR POONAWALLA NAMED AS 'ASIAN OF THE 

YEAR' 

Adar Poonawalla, the Chief Executive of the Pune-

based Serum Institute of India (SII), has been named 

among six ―The Straits Times Asians of the Year” for 

2020, by Singapore‘s leading daily, The Straits Times, for 

their work in fighting the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

SII has collaborated with 

the University of Oxford 

and the British-Swedish 

pharmaceutical company 

AstraZeneca to develop 

COVID-19 vaccine, 

„Covidshield‟, and is 

conducting trials in India. 

 

The other five Asians of the Year includes, Chinese 

researcher Zhang Yongzhen, China‘s Major-General 

Chen Wei, Japan‘s Dr Ryuichi Morishita, Singapore‘s 

Professor Ooi Eng Eong, South Korean businessman 

Seo Jung-jin 

 

INDIA‟s RANKED AS 10TH NATION IN CCP INDEX 

India is ranked at 10th 

place in the ‗Climate 

Change Performance 

Index (CCPI) 2021‟, 

released on 7th 

December 2020. The 

overall score of India is 

63.98.  

 

It is for the second time in a row that India emerged 

among the top 10 countries with higher climate 

performance from among 58 economies. India was at 

9th spot last year in the index. 

 

Sweden (4th) United Kingdom (5th), Denmark (6th), 

Morocco (7th), Norway (8th), Chile (9th) were among 

the top 10 rankers in the index.  It was also noted that, 

from the G20 countries, only the EU as a whole, along 

with the UK and India, ranked among high performers. 

 

 

 

 

NIRMALA SITHARAMAN 41ST SPOT IN FORBES 

LIST 

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has grabbed the 

41st spot in the 2020 list of Forbes 100 most powerful 

women in the world.  
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This is the second time she features in the list, in 2019 

ranked at 34 and ranked 41st in 2020. India‘s leading 

Businesswomen, Kiran Mazumdar-shaw, Chairman of 

Biocon Limited also featured in the list at 68th position.  

 

The list also saw the 

biggest jump in ranking 

to 3rd position by 

Kamala Harris, Vice 

President-Elect of USA, 

and Prime Minister of 

Bangladesh, Sheikh 

Hasina Wajed is ranked at 39. 

 

 Forbes is the 103-year-old American Business 

Magazine, issued weekly. 

 Editor in Chief- Steve Forbes. 

 First issued in September 1917. 

 

JOE BIDEN NAMED AS TIME 'S PERSON OF THE 

YEAR 2020 

US President-elect, Joe 

Biden and Vice President-

elect Kamala Harris has 

been jointly named Time 

magazine‟s 2020 “Person 

of the Year”.  

 

Apart from this, Time 

magazine has named the 

Korean pop group BTS as its Entertainer of the Year, 

and basketball star LeBron James as Athlete of the Year.  

 

Zoom founder Eric Yuan was aptly named 

Businessperson of the Year, as the video 

communications company has come to define the way 

millions have connected with each other during the 

pandemic. 

 

SONU SOOD TOPS 50 ASIAN CELEBRITIES LIST 

2020 

Indian actor, Sonu Sood 

has topped the first-of-its-

kind ‟50 Asian Celebrities 

in the World‟ 2020 list, 

published by UK based 

Eastern Eye newspaper.  

 

The 47-year-old talented Bollywood star has been 

honoured for his inspiring philanthropic work 

throughout the Covid-19 pandemic, especially helping 

migrant workers reach their hometowns.  

 

Sixth-placed Priyanka Chopra Jonas remains the most 

famous Indian star in the world, while the rest of the top 

10 includes pan-Indian star Prabhas (7). 

 

KYLIE JENNER TOPS FORBES HIGHEST PAID 

CELEBRITIES 

American media 

personality and 

reality TV star, Kylie 

Jenner has been 

crowned the highest-

paid celebrity of 2020 

by Forbes.  

 

The top-earning stars in the world earned a combined of 

$6.1 billion in 2020 with Kylie Jenner.  

 

Ranked at number 2 on the list by making $170 million 

was American rapper and record producer Kanye 

West, who is also coincidentally Kylie‘s brother-in-law.  

 

In addition to Tyler Perry, Howard Stern, and Dwayne 

Johnson, A-lister athletes like Roger Federer, Cristiano 

Ronaldo, Lionel Messi, Neymar and LeBron James 

helped round out the top 10.  

 

WHO RELEASED 2019 GLOBAL HEALTH 

ESTIMATES 

World Health 

Organization (WHO) 

released the 2019 Global 

Health Estimates. 

According to the report, 

non-communicable 

diseases currently 

account for 7 of the top 10 causes of death in the world, 

an increase from 4 of the 10 leading causes of death in 

2000.  

 

The new data covers the period from 2000 to 2019. 

 

Heart disease: 

 In the past 20 years, it has been the leading 

cause of death worldwide;  

 It now accounts for 16% of total deaths from all 

causes;  

 The number of deaths from heart disease 

increased by more than two million since 2000 

to nearly 9 million in 2019. 

 

Diabetes and dementia are also among the top 10 

causes of death in the world. HIV/AIDS dropped from 
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the 8th leading cause of death in 2000 to the 19th in 

2019. 

 

Tuberculosis is no longer in the top 20 in the world. It 

has dropped from 7th place in 2000 to 13th in 2019, and 

the number of deaths worldwide has decreased by 30%. 

 

In 2019, people will live more than 6 years longer than 

in 2000. In 2019, the global average life expectancy was 

more than 73 years, compared with 67 years in 2000. 

 

There has been a global decline in deaths from 

communicable diseases, which, however, still remain a 

major challenge in low- and middle-income countries. 
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ARTICLE OF THE MONTH 
 

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT INDEX 2020 

 

According to the report released by UNDP- United Nations Development Programme, India has been ranked at 131 

among 189 countries in Human Development Index 2020. The index is a measure of a nation‘s health, standards of 

living, and education. The 2020 Report has introduced planetary pressures-adjusted Human Development Index, 

which adjusts the standard Human Development Index (HDI) by a country‘s per capita carbon dioxide emissions 

and material footprint. 

 

The other indices that form the part of the Report are: 

Inequality-adjusted Human Development Index (IHDI), 

Gender Development Index (GDI), 

Gender Inequality Index (GII) and 

Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI). 

 

HDI emphasizes that people and their capabilities should be the ultimate criteria for assessing the development of a 

country, not economic growth alone. The Index is based on three Basic Dimensions of Human Development: A long 

and healthy life, Access to knowledge, and A decent standard of living. 

 

TOP PERFORMERS OF THE INDEX 

 

Norway topped the index, followed by Ireland and Switzerland. Hong Kong and Iceland complete the top five. 

 

Performance of the Asian Region: Singapore was ranked 11, Saudi Arabia 40, and Malaysia was at 62 in the global 

index, representing the top bracket among the Asian countries with “very high human development". Sri Lanka (72), 

Thailand (79), China (85) and Indonesia and Philippines (both 107), and Vietnam (117), among others, were ―high 

human development" countries. India, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Nepal, Cambodia, Kenya and Pakistan were 

ranked among countries with ―medium human development" with ranks between 120 and 156. 

 

INDIA'S PERFORMANCE IN THE INDEX 

 

The Human Development Index value of India for 2019 was 0.645 which put the 

country in the medium human development category. India has ranked 131 out of 

189 countries while it ranked 130 in 2018 in the development index. Shoko Noda, 

the UNDP Resident Representative, stated that the drop in India‘s ranking from 

130 to 131 doesn‘t mean that India didn‘t do well, it means that other countries did 

better. He added that India can also help other countries too and appreciated its 

commitment to reduce carbon emissions. Between 1990 and 2019, India‘s HDI value 

increased from 0.429 to 0.645, an increase of 50.3%.  

 

Long and Healthy Life: Life expectancy for Indian‘s at birth was 69.7 years in 2019, slightly lower than the south 

Asian average of 69.9 years. Between 1990 and 2019, India‟s life expectancy at birth increased by 11.8 years. 

 

Access to Knowledge: The expected years of schooling in India was 12.2 years, compared with 11.2 years in 

Bangladesh and 8.3 years in Pakistan. Between 1990 and 2019, mean years of schooling increased by 3.5 years, and 

expected years of schooling increased by 4.5 years. 

 

A Decent Standard of Living: In terms of Gross National Income (GNI) per capita, India at USD 6,681 fared better 

than some others in 2019, despite a fall over the previous year. India‘s GNI per capita increased by about 273.9% 

between 1990 and 2019. 



PRAVAHINI MONTHLY COMPENDIUM DECEMBER 2020 

 

 

PLANETARY PRESSURES-ADJUSTED HDI 

 

The PHDI adjusts the standard HDI by a country‟s level of carbon dioxide 

emissions and material footprint, each on a per capita basis.  

 

Performance of the Countries: Norway, which tops the HDI, falls 15 places if this 

metric is used, leaving Ireland at the top of the table. The United States (HDI Rank -

17) and Canada (HDI Rank -16) would fall 45 and 40 places respectively, reflecting 

their disproportionate impact on natural resources. The oil and gas-rich Gulf States 

also fell steeply. China would drop 16 places from its current ranking of 85. 

 

India‟s Performance: India would move up eight places in the ranking. Under the Paris Agreement, India pledged to 

reduce the emission intensity of its GDP from the 2005 level by 33-35% by 2030 and to obtain 40% of electric power 

capacity from non-fossil fuel sources by 2030. Solar capacity in India increased from 2.6 gigawatts in March 2014 to 

30 gigawatts in July 2019, achieving its target of 20 gigawatts four years ahead of schedule. In 2019, India ranked fifth 

for installed solar capacity. The National Solar Mission aims to promote solar energy for power generation and 

other uses to make solar energy competitive with fossil fuel-based options. 

 

OTHER INDICES RELATED TO IT 

 

Inequality-adjusted Human Development Index: The IHDI indicates percentage loss in HDI due to inequality. For 

India, IHDI value for 2019 is 0.537 (16.8% overall loss). 

 

Gender Development Index: GDI measures disparities on the HDI by gender. For India, GDI value for 2019 is 0.820 

(World: 0.943). 

 

Gender Inequality Index: GII presents a composite measure of gender inequality using three dimensions: 

Reproductive health, Empowerment and The labour market. In GII, India is at 123rd rank. Last year, it was ranked 

122nd out of 162 countries. 

 

Multidimensional Poverty Index: MPI captures the multiple deprivations that people in developing countries face 

in their health, education and standard of living. The most recent survey data publicly available for India‘s MPI 

estimation refer to 2015-2016. In India, 27.9% of the population (3,77,492 thousand people) are multidimensionally 

poor, while an additional 19.3% are classified under vulnerable to multidimensional poverty (2,60,596 thousand 

people). 

 

OTHER IMPORTANT FINDINGS OF THE REPORT 

 

The devastating effects of Covid-19 have taken the world‘s attention, other layered 

crises, from climate change to rising inequalities, continue to take their toll. The 

challenges of planetary and societal imbalance are intertwined: they interact in a 

vicious circle, each making the other worse.  

 

Challenges Related to Children: Indigenous children in Cambodia, India and 

Thailand show more malnutrition-related issues such as stunting and wasting. In India, different responses in 

parent behaviour as well as some disinvestment in girls‟ health and education have led to higher malnutrition 

among girls than among boys as a consequence of shocks likely linked to climate change. 

 

Displacements in 2020: Disasters continued to trigger most new displacements in 2020. Cyclone Amphan hit 

Bangladesh and India, driving the largest single displacement event in the first half of the year, triggering 3.3 million 

pre-emptive evacuations.  
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SCIENCE  & TECHNOLOGY
'PIXXEL' TO LAUNCH REMOTE SENSING 

SATELLITE 

The Bengaluru-based 

space-technology start-

up “Pixxel”, has signed 

a pact with the Indian 

Space Research 

Organisation (ISRO) to 

launch its first remote-

sensing satellite on Isro‘s workhorse Polar Satellite 

Launch Vehicle (PSLV) rocket in early 2021.  

 

Earlier, the startup had planned to launch this satellite 

towards the end of 2020 and on a Russian Soyuz rocket. 

Pixxel aims to put a constellation of 30 earth 

observation micro-satellites into a sun-synchronous 

orbit by mid-2023.  

 

The agreement was signed between Pixxel with 

NewSpace India Limited (NSIL), a Government of 

India company under the Department of Space. 

 

CHINA: 2ND NATION TO UNFURL FLAG ON THE 

MOON 

China has become the 

second country in the 

world to unfurl its 

national flag on the 

moon surface.  

 

Earlier this feat was 

achieved only by the USA when it planted its flag on 

the Moon during the Apollo mission in 1969.  

 

China achieved the historic feat when „Chang‟e 5‗ probe 

of China, which was launched to collect soil and rock 

samples of the lunar surface, took off from the moon to 

return to earth after planting the national flag on 3rd 

December 2020. Till date, this record is maintained only 

by the United States and the Soviet Union in the 1960s 

and 1970s. 

 

ISRO TO LAUNCH COMMUNICATION SATELLITE 

CMS-01 

Indian Space Research 

Organisation (ISRO) 

will launch a 

communication 

satellite CMS-01, 

formerly named GSAT-12R, on December 17, using its 

Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) rocket‟s XL 

variant numbered as PSLV-C50.  

 

The CMS-01 will be a replacement for GSAT-12 that 

weighed 1,410 kg and was launched on July 11, 2011, 

with a mission life of eight years. 

 

CMS-01 is a communication satellite envisaged for 

providing services in Extended-C Band of the frequency 

spectrum, which will include the Indian mainland, 

Andaman and Nicobar and Lakshadweep Islands.  

 

ISRO SETS UP DEDICATED CONTROL CENTRE 

„NETRA‟ 

The Indian Space 

Research Organization 

(ISRO) has set up a 

dedicated Space 

Situational Awareness 

(SSA) Control Centre 

named ―NETRA”, at its 

ISTRAC campus at Peenya, Bengaluru.  

 

The ISRO SSA Control Centre „NETRA‟ was formally 

inaugurated by ISRO Chairman K Sivan. 

 

The ―NEtwork for space object TRacking and Analysis 

(NETRA)” will monitor, track and protect India‘s space 

assets. It will function as a hub of all SSA activities 

within India. 

 

It has been set up as a „Directorate of Space Situational 

Awareness and Management (DSSAM)‟ aiming to 

protect high valued space assets from space debris close 

approaches and collisions. 

 

The state-of-the-art facility, dedicated to SSA activities, 

will also help to coordinate between Indian agencies, 

their foreign counterparts and international bodies. 

 

The main elements of NETRA would be a radar, an 

optical telescope facility, and a control centre. 

 

SSA is the science of tracking objects (man-made and 

natural) that are in orbit and also predicting what they 

would be at a given point in time. Only the US, Russia 

and Europe have similar facility in place to track space 

objects and share collision warnings. 
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ISRO Chairman: K.Sivan. 

ISRO Headquarters: 

Bengaluru, Karnataka. 

 

 

 

UNION CABINET 

APPROVED EXPORT 

OF AKASH MISSILE 

SYSTEM 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi has approved the proposal to export 

indigenously-developed Akash Missile System.  

The Cabinet has also approved to set up of a committee 

for faster approvals of exports. The export version of 

Akash will be different from System currently 

deployed with Indian Armed Forces. 

 

Akash is a short-range Surface to Air Missile with a 

range of 25 Kms to protect vulnerable areas and 

vulnerable points from air attacks.  

 

It was inducted in IAF in 2014 and in the Indian Army 

in 2015. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 
ADB RELEASED NEW BOOK ON REGIONAL 

COOPERATION  

The Asian Development 

Bank (ADB) has released a 

new book titled „Future of 

Regional Cooperation in 

Asia and the Pacific‟.  

 

The book provides insight on 

how stronger regional 

cooperation strategies, 

including in health, trade, 

finance, and disaster risk, 

can help governments in Asia and the Pacific accelerate 

economic growth and robust recovery from the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

It also explores opportunities for economies in the 

region to work together to recover and rebuild from the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

VICE PRESIDENT RELEASED BOOK ON APJ 

ABDUL KALAM 

The Vice President of 

India, M Venkaiah 

Naidu has released 

the book titled “40 

Years with Abdul 

Kalam- Untold 

Stories”, a book on 

the life of the former President of India Dr APJ Abdul 

Kalam.  

 

The book was authored by Dr A.Sivathanu Pillai. The 

book is published by Pentagon Press LLP and the 

foreword was written by Pranab Mukherjee, former 

president of India. 

 

The book provided a first-hand account of the life of Dr 

APJ Abdul Kalam, who was described as the epitome of 

simplicity, honesty and wisdom. The book discusses his 

life events including the events at ISRO, DRDO and 

BrahMos and his interaction with the power corridors 

 

 

 

 

 

MT. EVEREST DECLARED TALLER BY CHINA & 

NEPAL 

The world‟s highest mountain peak „Mount Everest‟ 

has become taller by 86 cm, as per a survey conducted 

jointly by Nepal and China.  

 

The Government of Nepal 

and China jointly 

conducted an exercise to 

measure the world‟s 

highest peak. The new 

height of Mt Everest has 

been calculated at 8,848.86 metres, which is 0.86m more 

than the previous measurement done by India in 1954.  

 

In feet, the new elevation is about 29,031 ft, or about 3 ft 

higher than Nepal‘s previous claim. In Tibetan 

language, Mount Everest is known as Mount 

Qomolangma while in Nepalese language it is famous 

as Sagar-Matha. 

 

SINGAPORE'S 'HAWKER CULTURE' GETS 

UNESCO RECOGNITION 

The Hawker Culture of 

street food in Singapore 

has been inducted by 

UNESCO in its 

prestigious 

‗Representative List of 

the Intangible Cultural 

Heritage of Humanity‟.  

 

The Hawker Culture is a popular Singaporean style of 

street dining and culinary practices in a multicultural 

urban environment. Hawker centres are naturally-

ventilated premises with stalls selling food from various 

cultures like Chinese, Malay, Indian, among others. 

 

The Hawkers of Singapore are known to master a 

variety of cuisines which they serve at the „community 

dining rooms‟ where people from across all walk of 

life gather and share their unique experiences. 
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ARTICLE OF THE MONTH 
 

MISSION COVID SURAKSHA 

 

The Central Government has launched „Mission COVID Suraksha‟ in order to 

facilitate the development of approximately 5-6 COVID-19 vaccine candidates. 

According to the Department of Biotechnology, it will also ensure that the vaccine 

candidates are brought closure to introduction and licensure in the market. The 

Government of India has announced the stimulus package of Rs. 900 crore for the 

Mission COVID Suraksha, the Indian Covid-19 Vaccine Development Mission, 

which will help the development process of the vaccine candidates. 

 

The DBT further informed that the mission focuses on the COVID-19 vaccine development with end-to-end focus 

from the preclinical stage through clinical development as well as manufacturing and regulatory facilitation. 

 

AIMS AND OBJECTIVE OF THE MISSION 

 

Mission COVID Suraksha is India‘s targeted effort to enable the development of 

indigenous, affordable and accessible vaccines for the country and will complement the 

ongoing mission of Atmanirbhar Bharat. The Centre had announced this package during 

the third economic stimulus. The Mission with its end-to-end focus from preclinical 

development through clinical development and manufacturing and regulatory facilitation 

for deployment, would consolidate all available and funded resources towards 

accelerated product development.  

 

Phase-I of the Mission has been allotted Rs. 900 Crore for a period of 12 months. The grant will be provided to the 

Department of Biotechnology (DBT) for Research and Development (R&D) of Indian Covid-19 vaccines. To 

facilitate the pre-clinical and clinical development as well as licensure of vaccine candidates that are in the clinical 

stages or are ready to enter the clinical stages of development. 

 

The mission‘s aim will also be to establish clinical trial sites. It will also strengthen the central laboratories, existing 

immunoassay laboratories, and suitable facilities for production studies, animal studies, and other test facilities for 

supporting vaccine development. 

 

Supporting the development of common harmonized protocols, data management systems, training, regulatory 

submissions, accreditations, internal and external quality management systems. Under the mission, cell line 

development, capabilities for process development, manufacturing of Good Manufacturing Practices, clinical trials, 

and batches for animal toxicology will also be supported. The key portion will be the development of a suitable target 

product profile so that the vaccines that are being introduced through mission have characteristics that are applicable 

to India. 

 

OTHER KEY POINTS OF THE MISSION 

 

It will be led by DBT and implemented by a dedicated Mission Implementation Unit at the Biotechnology Industry 

Research Assistance Council (BIRAC). The existing activities under National Bio Pharma Mission (NBM) and Ind-

CEPI Mission will provide complementary strengths to this Mission. The DBT is supporting the implementation of the 

Ind-CEPI Mission, ―Epidemic preparedness through rapid vaccine development: Support of Indian vaccine 

development aligned with the global initiative of the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI)‖. The 

Ind-CEPI Mission was approved in March 2019. 
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Accelerating pre-clinical and clinical development. Licensure of Covid-19 vaccine candidates that are currently in 

clinical stages or ready to enter the clinical stage of development. Strengthening the existing central laboratories and 

suitable facilities for animal studies, production facilities and other testing facilities to support the vaccine 

development. Supporting the development of common harmonized protocols, training, data management systems, 

regulatory submissions, internal and external quality management systems and accreditations. Supporting capabilities 

for process development, cell line development and manufacturing of GMP batches for animal toxicology studies 

and clinical trials. Developing suitable Target Product Profile so that vaccines being introduced through the mission 

have preferred characteristics applicable to India. 

 

OTHER COVID-19 VACCINE CANDIDATES 

 

A total of 10 vaccine candidates have been supported by DBT so far at both 

academia and industry and as on date and 5 vaccine candidates are in human 

trials.  

 

Covishield: The Serum Institute of India (SII) is conducting the phase-3 trial of 

the Oxford-Astrazeneca Covid-19 vaccine.  

Covaxin: The indigenously developed Bharat Biotech and the Indian Council of 

Medical Research (ICMR) vaccine has already started the phase III clinical trial. 

ZyCoV-D: Indigenously developed vaccine by Zydus Cadila has completed the phase-2 clinical trial in the country. 

Sputnik V: The combined phase 2 and 3 clinical trials of the Russian Covid-19 vaccine Sputnik V in India are about 

to get started. 

BNT162b2: India is focusing on training for conducting phase II and III human clinical trials of the Pfizer's Covid-19 

vaccine candidate along lines of India‘s regulatory mechanism. 

 

WHAT IS CLINICAL TRIAL? 

 

It is a systematic study to generate data for discovering or verifying the clinical and pharmacological profile 

(including pharmacodynamic and pharmacokinetic) or adverse effects of a new drug on humans. It is the only way of 

establishing the safety and efficacy of any drug before its introduction in the market for human use and is preceded 

by animal trials where the efficacy and side effects are observed in animals and an estimated drug dose is 

established. Clinical trials of drugs developed in India have to undergo all four phases of trials in India. 

 

Phase I or clinical pharmacology trials or ―first in man‖ study. 

Phase II or exploratory trials. 

Phase III or confirmatory trials. 

Phase IV trials or post-marketing phase. 
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MCQ BASED QUESTIONS 

(MONTH OF DECEMBER) 
1. According to OECD, what is the projected GDP 

forecast of India for FY21? 
 

A) -9.9% 

B) -10.8% 

C) -8.6% 

D) -12.2% 

 

2. Which Indian state is the focus state in the first 
ever virtual Aadi Mahotsav, launched on 1st 
December 2020? 
 

A) Rajasthan 

B) Uttarakhand 

C) Madhya Pradesh 

D) Kerala 

 

3. Who has been appointed as the new global CEO 
of Bata Shoe Organization? 
 

A) Ram Kumar Gupta 

B) Rajeev Gopalakrishnan 

C) Ashwani Windlass 

D) Sandeep Kataria 

 

4. Who has been appointed as the chairperson of 
the Apex Committee for the Implementation of 
the Paris Agreement (AIPA), constituted by the 
government? 
 

A) Union Minister of Environment, Forest and 

Climate Change (MoEFCC) 

B) MoEFCC Secretary 

C) Minister of State of MoEFCC  

D) Additional Secretary MoEFCC 

 

5. The Suryadhar lake has recently been 
inaugurated in which city? 

 

A) Dehradun 

B) Shimla 

C) Bhopal 

D) Varanasi 

 

6. The National Pollution Control Day is marked 
every year on which day in India? 
 

A) 30th November 

B) 1st December 

C) 2nd December 

D) 29th November 

 

7. Who has been appointed as the ambassador of 
the BAFTA Breakthrough initiative in India? 
 

A) Sonu Nigam 

B) AR Rahman  

C) Deepa Mehta 

D) Bhanu Athaiya 

 

8. What is the projected GDP growth rate for the 
global economy for 2020 as per the latest 
estimate of OECD? 
 

A) -4.2% 

B) -4.6% 

C) -4.9% 

D) -4.5% 

 

9. Which state has launched the ‗Duare Sarkar‘ 
campaign to aware and help people avail the 
state-run welfare schemes? 
 

A) Jharkhand 

B) Odisha 

C) Haryana 

D) West Bengal 

 

10. World Computer Literacy Day is observed on 
which day? 
 

A) 1st December 

B) 2nd December 

C) First Tuesday of December 

D) First Wednesday of December 

 

11. Which Institution has recently approved loan 
worth $132.8 million for Meghalaya Power 
Distribution Sector Improvement Project? 
 

A) Asian Development Bank (ADB) 

B) World Bank 

C) Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) 

D) New Development Bank (NDB) 
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12. The Indian Navy conducted the successful test 
firing of the anti-ship version of the BrahMos 
supersonic cruise missile from which place on 1st 
December 2020? 
 

A) Uttarakhand 

B) Odisha 

C) Andaman and Nicobar Islands 

D) Telangana 

 

13. Which city has been ranked as the world‘s most 
polluted city in the latest US Air Quality Index 
(AQI)? 
 

A) New Delhi 

B) Dubai 

C) Kathmandu 

D) Lahore 

 

14. Varsha Joshi has been appointed as the interim 
Chairperson of National Dairy Development 
Board (NDDB). Where is the headquarter of 
NDDB located? 
 

A) Ahmedabad 

B) Anand 

C) Noida 

D) Hyderabad 

 

15. The International Day for the Abolition of 
Slavery is observed on which day? 
 

A) December 2 

B) November 30 

C) December 1 

D) November 29 

 

16. The booklet titled ‗PM Modi and his 
Government‘s special relationship with Sikhs‘ has 
been released by which Ministry? 
 

A) Ministry of Tourism 

B) Ministry of Education 

C) Ministry of Information and Broadcasting 

D) Ministry of Home Affairs 

 

17. The 7th WASH (Water, Sanitation and Hygiene) 
Conclave was held recently under the 
participation of which states? 
 

A. Assam, Sikkim and Nagaland 
B. Uttar Pradesh, Haryana and Delhi 
C. Gujarat, Maharashtra and Odisha 
D. Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Telangana 

 

18. Name the space-tech startup which has signed 
an agreement with ISRO to launch its first remote-
sensing satellite onboard  Polar Satellite Launch 
Vehicle (PSLV) rocket? 
 

A. Dhruva 
B. Skyroot 
C. Pixxel 
D. Bellatrix 

 

19. When is the Armed Force Flag Day celebrated in 
India? 
 

A. 7 December 
B. 6 December 
C. 5 December 
D. 4 December 

 

20. Bangladesh has recently signed its first 
Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA) with which 
country since its independence in 1971? 
 

A. India 
B. Bhutan 
C. Japan 
D. Germany 

 

21. Ravi Patwardhan who has died recently was a 
famous actor from which film industry? 
 

A. Odia 
B. Bengali 
C. Gujarati 
D. Marathi 

 

22. How much amount has been approved by ADB 
for Bengaluru Smart Energy Efficient Power 
Distribution Project to modernize and upgrade 
the power distribution system in  the city? 
 

A. $190 million 
B. $150 million 
C. $130 million 
D. $100 million 

 

23. International Civil Aviation Day is observed on 
which day every year? 
 

A. 5 December 
B. 7 December 
C. 6 December 
D. 4 December 
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24. Manu Mukherjee, who has passed away 
recently was a a veteran ___________. 
 

A. Painter 
B. Poet 
C. Journalist 
D. Actor 

 

25. The Government has set the target to provide 
access to and use of safe and adequate drinking 
water to all households by which year? 
 

A. 2022 
B. 2023 
C. 2024 
D. 2025 

 

26. Where is the headquarter of International Civil 
Aviation Organization (ICAO)? 
 

A. Montreal, Canada 
B. Vienna, Austria 
C. Paris, France 
D. Rome, Italy 

 

27. The 2021 World Economic Forum Annual 
Meeting is scheduled to take place in which 
country? 
 

A) Singapore 

B) Switzerland 

C) Germany 

D) Finland 

 

28. Which country has been projected to be the 
fastest growing economy in the Asian region in 
the calendar year 2021 (CY21) as per Nomura? 
 

A) China 

B) India 

C) Australia 

D) Singapore 

 

29. Fitch Ratings has projected the GDP of India at 
___________ percent in the fiscal year 2020-21? 
 

A) -8.8% 

B) -10.5% 

C) -11.2% 

D) -9.4% 

 

30. Name the winner of 2020 Male World Athletes 
of the Year.. 
 

A) Noah Lyles 

B) Daniel Ståhl 

C) Mondo Duplantis 

D) Sergey Bubka 

 

31. Name the winner of the Rabindranath Tagore 
Literary Prize 2020? 
 

A) Neelam Jolly 

B) Raj Kamal Jha 

C) Ramnath Goenka 

D) Shekhar Gupta 

 

32. As per Nomura, what is the projected growth 
rate of India in the calendar year 2021 (CY21)? 
 

A) 9.9% 

B) 8.7% 

C) 7.5% 

D) 9% 

 

33. Indian player Parthiv Patel has retired from all 
forms of cricket. He played for which team in 
domestic cricket? 
 

A) Bengal 

B) Mumbai 

C) Gujarat 

D) Rajasthan 

 

34. When is the Human Rights Day observed? 
 

A) 7 December 

B) 8 December 

C) 9 December 

D) 10 December 

 

35. Which player has won the 2020 Female World 
Athletes of the Year? 
 

A) Caterine Ibargüen 

B) Yulimar Rojas 

C) RobeilysPeinado 

D) Olga Rypakova 

 

36. What is the real GDP forecast for India in the 
FY21, according to Nomura‘s latest economic 
Outlook report? 
 

A) -8.2 percent 

B) -10.6 percent 

C) -11.1 percent 

D) -9.1 percent 
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37. India has signed an MoU with which country on 
Technology Cooperation in the Road 
Infrastructure Sector? 
 

A) Austria 

B) Norway 

C) Nepal 

D) Germany 

 

38. How many MoUs have been signed between 
India and Uzbekistan during the virtual Summit 
held between the two sides in December 2020? 
 

A) 11 

B) 7 

C) 9 

D) 5 

 

39. Name the  e-agricultural spot market platform 
launched by BSE for the agricultural 
commodities? 
 

A) SHINE 

B) BEAM 

C) RAY 

D) RELAY 

 

40. Name the winner of Social Entrepreneur of the 
Year (SEOY) Award, India-2020? 
 

A) Geetha Kothapalli 

B) Dinesh Trivedi 

C) Anurag Singh Thakur 

D) Ashraf Patel 

 

41. PM Narendra Modi recently addressed the 
FICCI‘s 93rd Annual General Meeting (AGM) and 
Annual Convention. What was the theme of the 
event? 
 

A) Inspired India 

B) India: Roadmap to a 5 Trillion Dollar Economy 

C) Indian Business in a New India 

D) Building a New India 

 

42. How much amount has been approved by India 
as Line of Credit for Uzbekistan during virtual 
Summit held between the two countries on 11th 
December 2020 for four developmental projects in 
the fields of road construction, sewerage 
treatment and information technology? 
 

A) US $215 million 

B) US $120 million 

C) US $511 million 

D) US $448 million 

 

43. Legendary footballer Paolo Rossi, who has 
passed away recently was from which country? 
 

A) Serbia 

B) Spain 

C) Italy 

D) Britain 

 

44. The 2020 India- Myanmar Bilateral Meeting on 
Drug Control Cooperation was which edition of 
the annual programme? 
 

A) 5th 

B) 8th 

C) 2nd 

D) 11th 

 

45. What is the capital of Uzbekistan? 
 

A) Ashgabat 

B) Tashkent 

C) Dushanbe 

D) Bishkek 

 

46. Who is the Director General of Narcotics 
Control Bureau (NCB)? 
 

A) Gupteshwar Pandey 

B) Alok Verma 

C) Rakesh Asthana 

D) Anil Dhasmana 

 

47. Prime Minister Modi recently inaugurated the 
hybrid renewable energy park in Kutch district of 
Gujarat, which is said to be the largest renewable 
energy park in the world. What is the power 
generation capacity of the project? 
 

A) 60,000 MW 

B) 15,000 MW 

C) 30,000 MW 

D) 45,000 MW 

 

48. What is the rank of India in the Human 
Development Index (HDI) for the year 2019, 
released recently? 
 

A) 131 

B) 129 

C) 122 

D) 135 
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49. What is the name of the dedicated Space 
Situational Awareness (SSA) Control Centre, 
launched by ISRO? 
 

A) EAGLE 

B) HOPE 

C) MINT 

D) NETRA 

 

50. What is the projected GDP of India in FY21 as 
per the most recent report by SBI? 
 

A) -8.5% 

B) -7.4% 

C) -9.9% 

D) -10.2% 

 

51. What amount of financial aid has been extended 
by the New Development Bank (NDB) to India to 
support the Government in mitigating the 
adverse economic impact of COVID-19 pandemic 
and enable economic recovery? 
 

A) $200 million 

B) $700 million 

C) $400 million 

D) $1000 million 

 

52. Which country has topped the Human 
Development Index (HDI) 2019? 
 

A) Norway 

B) Germany 

C) Singapore 

D) Finland 

 

53. Which financial body has approved USD 400 
million support to India to help the government 
in providing social assistance to the poor and 
vulnerable households, severely impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic? 
 

A) New Development Bank 

B) World Bank 

C) Asian Development Bank 

D) AIIB 

 

54. Name the Indian who has been appointed as the 
Vice President of Asia Pacific Broadcasting Union 
(ABU)? 
 

A) Ali R. Rizvi 

B) Alok Agrawal 

C) Rajeev Singh 

D) Shashi ShekharVempati 

 

55. Which organisation releases the Human 
Development Report (HDR) and Index? 
 

A) UNDP 

B) World Bank 

C) IMF 

D) Transparency International 

 

56. The research report titled Ecowrap has 
projected Indian economy to grow at 11%  in 
FY22. The report is released by which 
organization? 
 

A) ADB 

B) World Bank 

C) SBI 

D) RBI 

 

57. What is the rank of India in the Human 
Freedom Index 2020? 
 

A) 124 

B) 107 

C) 92 

D) 111 

 

58. Name the Indian entrepreneur who has been 
conferred with the ―Young Champions of the 
Earth‖ 2020? 
 

A) Vidyut Mohan 

B) Trishneet Arora 

C) Aayushman Sinha 

D) Indrajeet Singh 

 

59. When is the International Human Solidarity 
Day observed? 
 

A) December 21 

B) December 20 

C) December 19 

D) December 18 

 

60. Who has been conferred with the 2020 
‗ASSOCHAM Enterprise of the Century Award‘? 
 

A) Cyrus Mistry 

B) Uday Kotak 

C) Ratan Tata 

D) Mukesh Ambani 
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61. Name the winner of the Pandit Deendayal 
Upadhyay Telecom Skill Excellence Award 
 

A) Sreenivas Karanam  

B) Sreelakshmi Suresh 

C) Deepanjali Dalmia 

D) Ranveer Allahbadia 

 

62. RBI has further imposed restriction on the 
Punjab and Maharashtra Co-operative (PMC) 
Bank. What is the extended time of restriction? 
 

A) 28 February 2021 

B) 31 January 2021 

C) 31 December 2020 

D) 31 March 2021 

 

63. How much amount has been approved by the 
World Bank for the Chhattisgarh Inclusive Rural 
and Accelerated Agriculture Growth Project 
(CHIRAAG) 
 

A) USD 80 million 

B) USD 100 million 

C) USD 120 million 

D) USD 150 million 

 

64. Mohammad Amir has recently announced his 
retirement from international cricket. He played 
for which country? 
 

A) Pakistan 

B) Afghanistan 

C) South Africa 

D) New Zealand 

 

65. MG Vaidya, senior RSS spokesperson, who has 
passed away recently was a veteran scholar 
of_______ 
 

A) Urdu 

B) Hindi 

C) Sanskrit 

D) Gujarati 

 

66. Which country has topped the Human Freedom 
Index 2020? 
 

A) Germany 

B) Ireland 

C) Singapore 

D) New Zealand 

 

67. Which institution has approved USD 68 million 
for the ‗Nagaland: Enhancing Classroom 
Teaching and Resources Project‘? 
 

A) World Bank 

B) ADB 

C) New Development Bank 

D) IMF 

 

68. Which organisation releases the Human 
Freedom Index? 
 

A) Economist Intelligence Unit 

B) Cato Institute and Fraser Institute 

C) Transparency International 

D) Yale University and Columbia University 

 

69. Kate Jessica Foo Kune has been banned by 
the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) for two 
years for an anti-doping violation. She was from 
which sports field? 
 

A) Athletics 

B) Shooting 

C) Badminton 

D) Tennis 

 

70. Goa Liberation Day is observed on 19 December 
every year. In 2020, which edition of the day was 
observed? 
 

A) 60th 

B) 55th 

C) 71st 

D) 50th 

 

71. How much loan amount has been sanctioned by 
the World Bank for the Second Dam 
Improvement and Rehabilitation Project (DRIP-
2)? 
 

A) USD 100 million 

B) USD 150 million 

C) USD 200 million 

D) USD 250 million 

 

72. The medium range MRSAM missile was 
successfully tested by DRDO recently. It is which 
type of missile? 
 

A) air-to-air 

B) surface-to-surface 

C) surface-to-air 

D) air-to-surface 
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73. Name the player who has been awarded the 
best ATP Player of the Year 2020 award? 
 

A) Novak Djokovic 

B) Andrey Rublev 

C) Roger Federer 

D) Rafael Nadal  

 

74. How much amount has been sanctioned by the 
World Bank for Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh, 
Himachal Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh to develop 
safe and green national highway corridors in 
these states? 
 

A) USD 700 million 

B) USD 500 million 

C) USD 1200 million 

D) USD 900 million 

 

75. National Consumer Day is observed every year 
on which day? 
 

A) 21 December 

B) 22 December 

C) 23 December 

D) 24 December 

 

76. Which bank has recently inked an MoU with the 
Indian defence forces for Military Salary Package 
and to offer customised banking services to 
account holders? 
 

A) Bank of Maharashtra 

B) State Bank of India 

C) Bank of Baroda 

D) Punjab National Bank 

 

77. Which state has signed an agreement with the 
UN-Women to set up India‘s first Gender Data 
Hub? 
 

A) Kerala 

B) Rajasthan 

C) Madhya Pradesh 

D) Himachal Pradesh 

 

78. Who has been appointed as the new President 
of the ASSOCHAM? 
 

A) Niranjan Hiranandani 

B) Vineet Agarwal 

C) Sandeep Jajodia 

D) BalkrishanGoenka 

 

79. What is the theme of the National Consumer 
Day 2020? 
 

A) Safe and Healthy Food: Combating Food 

Adulteration 

B) Building a Digital World Consumers can Trust 

C) Timely Disposal of Consumer Complaints 

D) New features of consumer protection act, 2019 

 

80. Who has been awarded the ATP Stefan Edberg 
Sportsmanship Award 2020? 
 

A) Rafael Nadal 

B) Roger Federer  

C) VasekPospisil 

D) Novak Djokovic 

 

81. DRDO has partnered with which country for 
the development of MRSAM missile? 
 

A) France 

B) Russia 

C) Israel 

D) United States 

 

82. How many teams will compete in the Indian 
Premier League (IPL) from 2022? 
 

A) 12 

B) 8 

C) 9 

D) 10 

 

83. Prime Minister Modi has recently launched the 
PM-JAY SEHAT scheme for which UT? 
 

A) Jammu & Kashmir 

B) Daman & Diu 

C) Ladakh 

D) Puducherry 

 

84. The first-ever ‗Hot Air Balloon Wildlife Safari‘ 
of India in a tiger reserve has been launched in 
which tiger reserve? 
 

A) Sariska Tiger Reserve 

B) Satpura Tiger Reserve 

C) Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve 

D) Kanha Tiger Reserve 
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85. The web portal and mobile app, ‗e-Sampada‘ 
has been launched by which sector? 
 

A) Central Public Works Department (CPWD) 

B) Directorate of Printing 

C) Land & Development Office 

D) Directorate of Estates 

 

86. The Directorate General of Training (DGT) has 
partnered with which company to launch digital 
learning and skilling initiatives for the ITI 
students? 
 

A) Accenture 

B) IBM 

C) Microsoft  

D) Cisco 

 

87. Who is the author of the book ‗Covid-19: 
Sabhyata ka SankataurSamadhan‘? 
 

A) Kailash Satyarthi 

B) Narendra Modi 

C) Tathagata Roy 

D) Amish Tripathi 

 

88. Who has been appointed as the new chairman 
of selectors for national men‘s cricket team? 
 

A) Ravi Shastri 

B) Chetan Sharma 

C) Kapil Dev 

D) Madan Lal 

 

89. Robin Jackman, who has died recently was the 
former cricketer of which country? 
 

A) New Zealand  

B) Australia 

C) England 

D) South Africa 

 

90. The book ―In Pursuit of Justice: An 
Autobiography‖, is written by___________ 
 

A) T.K. Oomen 

B) Rajindar Sachar 

C) Syed Zafar Mahmood 

D) Rakesh Basant 

 

91. Dr. Harsh Vardhan has been elected as the 
board member of the Global Alliance for Vaccines 
and Immunisation (GAVI).  Where is the 
headquarter of GAVI located? 

 

A) Geneva, Switzerland 

B) London, UK 

C) New York, US 

D) Rome, Italy 

 

92. Which bank has recently collaborated with 
Google Pay to issue FASTag to users digitally? 
 

A) HDFC Bank 

B) Axis Bank 

C) Yes Bank 

D) ICICI Bank 

 

93. Union cabinet has approved the proposal of 
exporting the indigenously-developed Akash 
Missile System.  The missile comes under which 
category? 
 

A) Surface to Surface Missile 

B) Air to Surface Missile 

C) Surface to Air Missile  

D) Air to Air Missile 

 

94. The new luxurious Vistadome tourist coaches of 
the Indian Railways was successfully test-run 
recently. The coaches have been manufactured at 
which facility? 
 

A) Integral Coach Factory, Chennai 

B) Rail Coach Factory, Kapurthala 

C) Modern Coach Factory, Raebareli 

D) Diesel Locomotive Works 

 

95. India‘s highest meteorological centre (MC) has 
been set up in which place by the India 
Meteorological Department(IMD)? 
 

A) Srinagar 

B) Leh 

C) Guwahati 

D) Shimla 

 

96. Niranjan Banodkar has been appointed as the 
new Group Chief Financial Officer (CFO) of 
which bank? 
 

A) HDFC Bank 

B) Axis Bank 

C) Yes Bank 

D) Kotak Mahindra Bank 

 

 

 



PRAVAHINI MONTHLY COMPENDIUM DECEMBER 2020 

 

97. What is the strike range of Akash Missile 
System? 
 

A) 50 km 

B) 25 km 

C) 100 km 

D) 75 km 

 

98. Rating agency CRISIL has projected the GDP of 
India at _________ percent in FY 21 
 

A) -9.5% 

B) -8.1% 

C) -7.7% 

D) -10.7% 

 

99. Which day is observed as the International Tea 
Day by the tea producing countries like India? 
 

A) 15 December 

B) 12 December 

C) 13 December 

D) 14 December 

 

100. Ola company has recently announced to set up 
its largest scooter manufacturing facility in the 
world in which state of India? 
 
A) Uttar Pradesh 
B) Tamil Nadu 
C) Kerala 
D) Assam 

 

 

ANSWER KEY 
 

1- A 11- A 21- D 31-B 41-A 51-D 61-A 71-D 81-C 91-A 

2- C 12- C 22-A 32-A 42-D 52-A 62-D 72-C 82-D 92-D 

3- D 13- D 23- B 33-C 43-C 53-B 63-B 73-A 83-A 93-C 

4- B 14- B 24-D 34-D 44-A 54-D 64-A 74-B 84-C 94-A 

5- A 15- A 25-C 35-B 45-B 55-A 65-C 75-D 85-D 95-B 

6- C 16- C 26-A 36-A 46-C 56-C 66-D 76-C 86-C 96-C 

7- B 17- D 27-A 37-A 47-C 57-D 67-A 77-A 87-A 97-B 

8- A  18- C 28-B 38-C 48-A 58-A 68-B 78-B 88-B 98-C 

9- D 19-A 29-D 39-B 49-D 59-B 69-C 79-D 89-C 99-A 

10- B 20- B 30-C 40-D 50-B 60-C 70-A 80-A 90-B 100-B 
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