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National News
1. Uttarakhand’s First Heli Services under UDAN flagged off
Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) operationalized the first ever helicopter services from Dehradun’s
Sahastradhara helipad to Gauchar, and Chinyalisaur under the Regional Connectivity Scheme – Ude Desh Ka
Aam Nagrik (RCS-UDAN) of Government of India. MoCA awarded the Sahastradhara-Gauchar-Chinyalisaur
route to Heritage Aviation under the UDAN 2 bidding process. Heritage Aviation will operate helicopter services
from Sahastradhara to Gauchar and Chinyalisaur twice daily. For the Heli services, Viability Gap Funding (VGF)
is provided under UDAN to keep the fares affordable for the common people. The State Government of
Uttrakhand is also providing additional incentives to make the scheme more attractive. The helicopter services
from the Sahastradhara helipad to Gauchar and Chinyalisaur had been the long pending demand of the people
residing in the hilly areas. The services on this route will boost the tourism sector in the Uttrakhand region and
will also assist the Chaar Dhaam Yatra pilgrims as Gauchar is en route to Badrinath and Chinyalisaur is en route
to Gangotri in the Uttarkashi district. Heli services under UDAN are currently being operationalised between
Chandigarh to Shimla, Shimla to Dharamshala & Shimla to Kullu. With the commencement of the
Sahastradhara-Gauchar-Chinyalisaur route, the Ministry of Civil Aviation has operationalized 260 routes under
UDAN. Furthermore, Pawan Hans Limited (PHL) is also going to commence the operations under UDAN from
Jolly Grant Airport, Dehradun to New Tehri, Srinagar (Chamoli, UK) & Gauchar. With an aim to efficiently
connect high priority regions (NER, Hilly States, J&K, Ladakh, and Islands) for the masses, MoCA recently
invited the 4th round of bidding under UDAN which is under progress.
2. SC upholds constitutional validity of SC/ST Amendment Act, 2018
The Supreme Court upheld the constitutional validity of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention
of Atrocities) Amendment Act 2018. A three-judge bench, headed by Justice Arun Mishra, upheld the amended
Act, which said neither is a preliminary inquiry required before lodging an FIR under the Act nor is approval
needed from higher authorities for arrests. The amendment also restores the unconditional ban on the grant of
anticipatory bail put in place by the March 2018 judgement of the apex court. However, Justice Ravindra Bhat,
who was also on the three-judge bench, held that the courts can quash FIRs where prima facie a case is not made
out but under exceptional circumstances. The bench had reserved the order on 3 October. The Parliament had
amended the Act to nullify a March 2018 apex court judgement that had diluted the provisions of the Act. The
Centre had filed a review petition against the order. On 30 September, the apex court recalled its March 2018
order.
3. SPG only secures PM, CRPF 56 VIPs: Govt
The Special Protection Group (SPG) only has the prime minister under its cover while the CRPF secures 56
important people in the country.
According to a recent amendment in the SPG Act, the force now protects the prime minister and members of his
immediate family residing with him at his official residence. It will also provide security to former prime
ministers and their immediate family members staying with them at the residence allotted for a period of five
years from the date on which they cease to hold the office. The Union government has recently entrusted the
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secutiy of five ex-SPG protectees--former PM Manmohan Singh and his wife Gursharan Kaur, Congress
President Sonia Gandhi and her children Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra-- to the Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF).
4. Medical devices to come under drugs regulator’s purview starting 1 April
The government issued a final notification to consider all medical devices as drugs, bringing them under the
purview of the drugs regulator and tightening regulations for them to improve safety and quality. The notification
will also re-categorize medical devices that are used for life support, diagnosis, treatment or alleviation of any
disease or disability, and even devices that are used to disinfect other medical devices. These effectively cover all
medical devices that are sold in the market.
Under medical devices rules, low risk-devices are inspected by private notified bodies while licenses were given
by CDSCO. For high-risk devices, inspection and licensing are both done by CDSCO. Currently, medical devices
are classified under four categories. Class A and B medical devices are low-risk ones like surgical dressing,
alcohol swabs, thermometers, blood pressure monitoring devices among others. Class C and D are high-risk
devices like implants, hemodialysis catheters, angiographic guide wire and heart valve. The increased scrutiny on
medical devices comes in the aftermath of Johnson & Johnson’s faulty hip implants. The reclassification follows a
recommendation by Drugs Technical Advisory Board (DTAB), the government’s top advisory body on drugs, in
its meeting in April last year.
5. Centre to identify two teachers in every govt school as 'health and wellness ambassadors'
The Centre launched initiative under which two teachers in every government school will be identified as 'health
and wellness ambassadors' to spread awareness about the preventive health aspects. The School Health
Programme under Ayushman Bharat, which will be jointly run by the Union ministries of Health and Human
Resources Development was launched by Union Health minister Harsh Vardhan, HRD minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal 'Nishank' and Minister of State for Health Ashwini Kumar Choubey.
This initiative will further strengthen the concept of preventive, promotive and positive health, which forms the
fundamental cornerstone of the health and wellness centres of the Ayushman Bharat scheme. This initiative will
be effectively linked with other government initiatives such as Fit India movement, Eat Right campaign, Poshan
Abhiyaan for an all-round and holistic development model of health for the school children. The efforts put in by
National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) for developing 24-hour curriculum, materials
for training of nodal teachers and facilitators guide were developed in consultation with the Ministry of Health.
The first phase of implementation will be in all the public upper primary, secondary and senior secondary schools
of aspirational districts. Subsequently, remaining districts will be taken up in the second year.
6. India moves to include elephant, bustard in global conservation list
India will be moving to include the Asian Elephant and the Great Indian Bustard in the list of species that merit
heightened conservation measures. The list will be debated at the 13th Conference of Parties (COP) of the
Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS). An environment treaty under UN
Environment Programme. There are 130 parties to the convention & India has been a member since 1983.
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7. Preparations on for 22km Trump-Modi roadshow in Ahmedabad
More than 50,000 people are expected to line up along the 22km route of the roadshow of US President Donald
Trump and Prime Minister Narendra Modi here on February 24, Ahmedabad Mayor Bijal Patel said. This may
possible be the longest roadshow in the city for a visiting dignitary. As per the route plan given to the Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation (AMC) by authorities, Trump and Modi will first reach the Sabarmati Ashram, a place
closely associated with Mahatma Gandhi, from the international airport. From the Sabarmati Ashram, both the
leaders would take the SP Ring Road via the Indira Bridge near the airport to reach the newly built cricket
stadium in Motera.
8. Nine medical colleges, two AIIMS sanctioned for Jammu and Kashmir
The Union Government had approved the proposal for setting up an AIIMS in Jammu at Vijaypur, District Samba
under the Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY) in January 2019.
The foundation stone of AIIMS, Jammu was laid by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi on February 3 last year.
Estimated to cost of ₹1661 crores, the project is being executed by CPWD. It is projected to be completed in 30
months by August 2022. Once completed, AIIMS Jammu would be a 750-bed hospital with super specialty
departments. It shall also have a medical college and a nursing college and will be a green building incorporating
the state of the art equipment and technology. Nine medical colleges have also been sanctioned in Jammu and
Kashmir in addition to the two AIIMS.
9. Pulwama attack anniversary: India pays homage to bravehearts; look back at terror attack that shook
India
To commemorate martyrdom of 40 CPPF jawans who lost their lives in a suicide bomber attack in Pulwama,
J&K, on February 14 last year, a memorial will be inaugurated at the Lethpora camp. The memorial will bear the
names of all 40 martyrs along with their pictures. The CRPF memorial will also carry the moto of the Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) -- 'Seva and Nishtha' (Service and Loyalty).
On this day last year Jaish-e-Mohammed bomber Adil Ahmed Dar, 20, rammed an SUV loaded with 350 kg
explosives in one of the CRPF buses, leaving 40 Central Reserve Police Force jawans dead. The attack on the
convoy carrying over 2,500 CRPF jawans in 78 buses had shook the entire nation. Following the attack, India
launched airstrikes on Jaish camps in Balakot in Pakistan's Khber Pakhtunkhwa region on February 26. A day
later, IAF had foiled an attempt by Pakistani Air Force to strike at military installations in J&K, which led to a
major dogfight and aerial skirmish between IAF and PAF fighters.
Wing Commander Abhinandan Varthaman who was flying MIG-21 Bison fighter aircraft shot down Pakistan's
much-advanced F-16. After his own aircraft was hit, he ejected from it and landed in PoK, where he was captured
by the Pakistani Army. In just two days, under pressure from India and the international community, Pakistan had
to release him, and the IAF pilot was given a hero's welcome back home.
As per the Army, all conspirators behind the terror attack in Pulwama have been killed in the past one year, with
the last one being Qari Yasir, the self-styled chief of Jaish-e-Mohammad terror group, who was killed last month.

www.successmantra.in

www.easevidya.com

Current Affairs

6

Economy, Business and Defence News
1. Bad loans of PSBs stood at Rs 7.27 lakh crore in first half of FY20
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said the non performing assets (NPAs) of public sector banks (PSBs) has
declined to Rs 7.27 lakh crore as on September 30, 2019, from Rs 8.96 lakh crore at the end of March 2018. This
was attributed to slew of measures taken by the government to improve financial health of the banks. The
government has instituted comprehensive reforms in PSBs to improve, governance, underwriting, monitoring and
recovery, and has leveraged technology in all aspects of banking, resulting in reduction in their NPAs.
2. US nod for sale of air defence weapon system to India
The US has approved the sale of an Integrated Air Defence Weapon System to India at an estimated cost of USD
1.9 billion to modernise its armed forces and to expand its existing air defence architecture to counter threats
posed by air attacks. The Trump administration has notified to the US Congress of its determination to sell India
the Integrated Air Defence Weapon System (IADWS). The entire system is estimated to cost USD 1.867 billion.
3. India readying $2.6 billion US naval helicopter deal ahead of Trump trip
India is set to give final approval to a $2.6 billion deal for military helicopters from U.S. defence firm Lockheed
Martin ahead of a visit by U.S. President Donald Trump this month. Prime Minister Narendra Modi's government
is trying to pull out all the stops for Trump's trip in a bid to reaffirm strategic ties between the two countries,
which have been buffeted by sharp differences over trade, to counter China. India's defence purchases from the
United States have reached $17 billion since 2007 as it has pivoted away from traditional supplier Russia, looking
to modernise its military and narrow the gap with China.
Modi's cabinet committee on security is expected to clear the purchase of 24 MH-60R Seahawk helicopters for the
Indian navy in the next two weeks. To cut short lengthy negotiations between Lockheed and the Indian
government, the helicopters that will be deployed on India's warships will be bought through the U.S. foreign
military sales route, under which the two governments will agree details of the deal.
The multirole helicopters from Lockheed will be equipped with Hellfire missiles and torpedoes, and are meant to
help the Indian navy track submarines in the Indian Ocean, where China is expanding its presence. The clearance
came after the Trump administration rolled out a new "Buy American" plan in 2018 that had relaxed restrictions
on sales, saying it would bolster the American defence industry and create jobs at home. The United States has
also offered India the armed version of Guardian drones that were originally authorized for sale as unarmed for
surveillance purposes, the first such approval for a country outside the NATO alliance.
India plans to buy 30 of these unmanned aircraft for surveillance of the Indian Ocean, at a cost estimated to be
about $2.5 billion, from General Atomics. However, the deal is unlikely immediately because of lack of funds.
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4. India developing new 200-km strike range Pranash ballistic missile
Seeking to enhance the firepower of Army and Air Force, India has started developing a 200-km strike range
tactical ballistic missile 'Pranash'. The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has started
working on the development of the 200-km strike range Pranash ballistic missile which would be armed with
conventional warheads.The missile is an advanced version of the 150-km strike range Prahar missile which was
being developed for tactical missions. The surface-to-surface ballistic missile will be of use for the Air Force and
Army. The trials of the missile would be conducted in next couple of years and the single-stage solid-propellant
missile would also be readied for exports to friendly foreign countries as its strike range is within the permissible
limits of international regimes on missile sales.
5. Importers, exporters to mandatorily declare GSTIN in documents from Feb 15
Importers and exporters will have to mandatorily declare GSTIN in documents from February 15 as the revenue
department moves to crackdown on evaders and plug Goods and Services Tax revenue leakage. GSTIN is a 15digit PAN-based unique identification number allotted to every registered person under GST. While importers
have to fill Bill of Entry with Customs department while importing goods, exporters have to file Shipping Bill.
6. Army open to give pension to women officers
The limit for officers is 20 years & for Junior Commissioned Officers and Other Ranks 15 years. The Supreme
Court was hearing an appeal by the Defence Ministry against the Delhi High Court judgment in 2010 granting
permanent commission for Short Service Commission (SSC) women officers. There are about 322 women
officers who have approached the SC on the PC. The issue of command postings came up in the discussion on
subsequent avenues after the grant of PC.
7. Facebook launches We Think Digital for women in Uttar Pradesh
Uttar Pradesh has become the first state where Facebook Inc, in partnership with National Commission for
Women (NCW) and Cyber Peace Foundation, has launched its ‘We Think Digital’ program to provide digital
literacy to women. The program aims to train 100,000 women across seven Indian states including Uttar Pradesh,
Assam, West Bengal, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Jharkhand and Bihar. With rapid growth of digital services
market in the country, tech companies have been investing to educate people at the grassroots level through a
number of outreach programs. We Think Digital, Facebook’s global digital literacy program announced in 2019,
aims to overcome the gender imbalance on the internet.
8. I-T Dept to give SEBI data of taxpayers for fraud probe
The Income-Tax Department will share all taxpayers’ data, such as PAN information, with the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (SEBI) in order to help the capital market regulator in its probe against various entities,
including those involved in ‘stock market manipulation.’
The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT), which frames policy for the Tax Department, had issued an order in
this context on February 10 under Section 138 (1) of the I-T Act. The sharing of information will be under three
broad heads: Request-based exchange of data, suo motu, and automatic.
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9. New one rupee currency notes coming soon! Modi govt notifies colour, design, dimensions
The Union Ministry of Finance has notified ‘Printing of One Rupee Currency Notes Rules, 2020’. The One Rupee
notes shall be printed at the note printing presses for issue under the authority of Government of India for
circulation. The One Rupee currency note shall be rectangular 9.7 x 6.3 cms, with its paper made of 100 per cent
(cotton) rag content. The note will be 110 microns thick, weighing 90 GSM (Grams per Square Meter). It will
also have multi-tonal watermarks with Ashoka Pillar in the window without the words ‘सत्यमे व जयते’ (Satyamev
Jayate), hidden numeral ‘1’ in the centre and the hidden word ‘भारत’ (Bharat) vertically arranged on the righthand side.
The Obverse side of one rupee note will contain the words “भारत सरकार‟ above the words “Government of
India” with the bilingual signature of Shri Atanu Chakraborty, Secretary, Ministry of Finance and with the replica
of New Rupee One coin with ‘₹’ symbol of 2020 issued with ‘सत्यमे व जयते‟ and capital Inset letter ‘L’ in
numbering panel.
The overall colour of One Rupee Currency note will be predominantly pink green on obverse and reverse in
combination with others.
10. Cabinet approves changes in 'Vivad se Vishwas Bill' to reduce tax litigations
The Union Cabinet has given nod to changes in the 'Direct Tax Vivad se Vishwas (No dispute but trust) Bill,
2020' to increase its scope to cover litigations pending in various debt recovery tribunals (DRTs).
The Bill, which was introduced by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in the Union Budget 2020, seeks to
provide resolution for disputed tax cases involving Rs 9.32 lakh crore.
Last week, the Bill was tabled in the in Lok Sabha. The proposed bill will come into force on the date it receives
the assent of the President. Introducing the Bill, Sitharaman had said the scheme would not be an open-ended
scheme and can be availed for a limited time. Under the scheme, taxpayers whose tax demands are locked in
dispute in multiple forums can pay due taxes by March 31, 2020, and get complete waiver of interest and penalty.
Those who avail this scheme after March 31, 2020, will have to pay some additional amount. The scheme will
remain open till June 30, 2020.
11. Nitin Gadkari Inaugurates India's First Inter-City Electric Bus, To Run Between Mumbai-Pune
Union transport minister Nitin Gadkari inaugurated the first inter-city electric bus service, between Mumbai and
Pune. The 43-seater capacity luxury electric bus, manufactured by Mitra Mobility Solution, has a range of 300
kilometre on a single charge and would be operated twice daily between the two cities, the operator Prasanna
Purple Mobility Solutions said.
The company, which already has around 1,300 electric buses in operation, is also looking to extend these services
in other parts of Maharashtra and adjoining states.
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12. PAN to become inoperative after 31 March if not linked with Aadhaar: Income Tax department
Permanent Account Number (PAN) will become inoperative if it is not linked with Aadhaar by March 31, 2020,
the Income Tax department has said. The deadline for linking of PAN and Aadhar has been extended several
times and the current deadline ends on 31 March, 2020.
Till January 27, 2020, over 30.75 crore PANs have already been linked to Aadhaar. However, 17.58 crore PANs
are yet to be linked with the 12-digit biometric ID. Section 139 AA (2) of the Income Tax Act says that every
person having PAN as on July 1, 2017, and eligible to obtain Aadhaar, must intimate his Aadhaar number to the
tax authorities.
The Supreme Court had in September 2018 declared Aadhaar as constitutionally valid and held that the biometric
ID would remain mandatory for the filing of income tax returns and allotment of PAN cards. Aadhaar is issued by
the Unique Identification Authority of India, or UIDAI, to a resident of India and PAN is a 10-digit alphanumeric
number allotted by the income tax department to a person, firm or entity.
13. Ramayan-theme based train taking routes linked with Ram by March-end: Rlys
With Ramayana-themed interiors and bhajans playing on board, the Railways' next edition of the Ramayana
Express, which take pilgrims to locations associated with Lord Ram, will give passengers the feel of being on a
temple on wheels.
Earlier, the Railways ran a special train named after Lord Ram, covering the destinations associated with the
mythological character.
This train called the 'Shri Ramayana Express', which can carry 800 passengers, started its service from November
14.
14. Cabinet approves merger of 10 PSBs
The Union cabinet approved the consolidation of 10 public sector banks (PSBs) into four entities, a move aimed
at having fewer but stronger lenders in India. The amalgamation is being done so that customers are able to reap
the benefit of larger banks being scaled up and more fund being available for credit. At present, India has 18 stateowned banks compared with 27 in 2017. After the merger, the number will further come down to 12.
The finance ministry’s decision is in line with the government’s push for consolidation of state-owned banks,
which it believes will not only lead to economies of scale, but also make lenders stronger, more competitive, and
improve their risk-taking appetite. Last August, the finance ministry had announced the consolidation of 10 public
sector lenders. Punjab National Bank (PNB), Oriental Bank of Commerce (OBC) and United Bank will be
brought together to form the second largest public sector bank in the country, after State Bank of India (SBI).
Canara Bank and Syndicate Bank will merge to become the fourth-largest public sector lender, while Union Bank
of India will merge with Andhra Bank and Corporation Bank to build India’s fifth-largest lender. Indian Bank will
merge with Allahabad Bank to make India’s seventh-largest PSB. In April 2019, Bank of Baroda (BoB) became
the country’s third largest lender after its merger with Dena Bank and Vijaya Bank. In 2017, five associate banks
and Bharatiya Mahila Bank had merged with SBI.
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International News
1. White House proposes $1.5 billion budgetary allocations for Indo-Pacific
The Trump administration has proposed $1.5 billion in budgetary allocation for 2021 fiscal for the crucial IndoPacific region, which it said was part of its efforts to ensure that the region remains "free, open, and independent
of malign Chinese influence".
This funding supports democracy programs, strengthens security cooperation, improves economic governance and
facilitates private sector-led economic growth. A total of $30 million is included in the budget for the global
engagement centre dedicated to countering foreign state and non-state propaganda and disinformation from China.
The budget also provides $0.8 billion for the International Development Finance Corporation (DFC) for private
sector development internationally to support corporate growth in less-developed countries and to provide a
transparent, high-quality alternative to "predatory Chinese international lending" in the Indo-Pacific and other
strategic regions.
2. Iran satellite launch fails to reach orbit
Iran's space program suffered another setback after the country launched a communications satellite called Zafar 1
atop a Simorgh rocket at from Imam Khomeini Space Center in northern Iran. But Zafar 1 didn't make it all the
way to orbit. The failure is not an isolated incident. Iran suffered a Simorgh launch failure in January 2019 and
another one with a different rocket, the Safir, a month later. And, in August of last year, a rocket apparently
exploded on the pad at Imam Khomeini Space Center, spawning smoke and wreckage that was spotted from
space, by satellites operated by San Francisco-based company Planet.
3. Solar Orbiter probe blasts off to capture first look at Sun's poles: NASA
The European Space Agency (ESA) and NASA's Solar Orbiter spacecraft rocketed into space on a historic
mission to provide humanity with the first-ever images of the Sun's elusive poles. The USD 1.5 billion spacecraft
launched aboard a United Launch Alliance Atlas V rocket from Launch Complex 41 at Cape Canaveral Air Force
Station in Florida.
Solar Orbiter is on a unique trajectory that will allow its comprehensive set of instruments to provide humanity
with the first-ever images of the Sun's poles. This trajectory includes 22 close approaches to the Sun, bringing the
spacecraft within the orbit of Mercury to study the Sun, and its influence on space.
The cruise phase includes three gravity assists that Solar Orbiter will use to draw its orbit closer to the Sun: two
past Venus in December 2020, and August 2021, and one past Earth in November 2021. Following its Earth
gravity assist, Solar Orbiter will begin the primary phase of its mission -- leading up to its first close pass by the
Sun in 2022 -- at about a third the distance from the Sun to the Earth. A previous ESA-NASA mission, Ulysses,
launched in 1990, achieved an inclined orbit, giving scientists their first measurements of the space around the
Sun in this critical region.
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4. Coronavirus disease named Covid-19
The World Health Organization says the official name for the disease caused by the new coronavirus is Covid-19.
It comes after the death toll from the virus passed 1,000. Tens of thousands of people have been infected.
The word coronavirus refers to the group of viruses it belongs to, rather than the latest strain.
The virus itself has been designated SARS-CoV-2 by the International Committee on Taxonomy of Viruses.
Researchers have been calling for an official name to avoid confusion and stigmatisation of any group or country.
5. India out of US’ developing nations list for trade benefits
Ahead of President Donald Trump’s visit on February 24-25, the US removed India from its list of developing
countries that are exempt from investigations into whether they harm American industry with unfairly subsidised
exports.
The United States Trade Representative (USTR) eliminated a host of countries including Brazil, Indonesia, Hong
Kong, South Africa and Argentina from getting special preferences under the methodology for countervailing
duty (CVD) investigations, stating that the previous guidance that dated back to 1998 “is now obsolete”.
The US removed India from the list on account of it being a G-20 member and having a share of 0.5% or more of
world trade. The move has cast a shadow on India being able to restore preferential benefits under the Generalised
System of Preference (GSP) as part of its trade talks with the US, as only developing countries are eligible for it.
In July last year, Trump directed his administration to change rules to prevent “self-declared developing countries
from availing themselves of flexibilities” in global trade, saying that nearly two-thirds of World Trade
Organization members had been able to avail themselves of special treatment and take on weaker commitments
by designating themselves as developing countries.
Thus, Brazil, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Thai-land, and Vietnam are ineligible for the 2% de minimis standard,
notwithstanding that, based on the most recent World Bank data, each country has a per capita GNI below
$12,375. Developing countries are permitted up to 2% of export or production subsidies.
6. EIU lowers global growth forecast for 2020
The Economist Intelligence Unit has revised downwards its global growth forecast for 2020 to 2.2% from 2.3%.
This impact because of Novel coronavirus outbreak in China and also the virus starts spreading globally. The
virus originated in Wuhan, a city of around 11.3 million people in central Hubei province, China, and has spread
to most provinces in mainland China and overseas.
EIU also estimated the GDP growth for India to 6.1 per cent for 2020 from 4.9 per cent estimated for the year
2019, Low-interest rate in India will increase the demand and Investment in 2020 and also the coronavirus does
not spread in India are the reasons for the upward GDP growth.
7. UK’s start-up launches 1st big batch of satellites
The UK-based OneWeb company has sent 34 satellites into orbit on a single Soyuz rocket, from Baikonur port,
Kazakhstan. The aims are to have the full network in operation by the end of 2021. This is the 50th Soyuz mission
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conducted by Arianespace, as the company plans to perform 19 more medium-lift Soyuz from three spaceports by
2021. Its mission was to drop its satellite batch into one of 12 planes planned for the constellation.
8. Ananth Technologies To Build Foreign-Owned Satellites For The First Time Ever
This is the first time a private firm is making satellites for global customers. The firm will soon open a satellite
making facility in Bengaluru
ATS will build satellites weighing between 50 kg and 250 kg for customers in Sweden and France
Putting India’s space research technologies on the global map, aerospace firm Ananth Technologies (ATL) has
signed deals to build six foreign-owned satellites in India.
This is the first time a private firm is making satellites for global customers using the country’s low-cost base.
The firm will open a satellite making facility by the end of February 2020 in Bengaluru to build the foreignowned satellites weighing between 50 kg and 250 kg for customers in Sweden and France. The names of the
customers have however not been revealed.
The Hyderabad-based ATL is a supplier of systems for the Indian Space Research Organisation’s (ISRO)
satellites. The firm has expertise in providing services for satellites or operators covering all the phases of
communication satellites. The company’s consultancy services focus on both space and ground segments of the
communications satellite and include the definition of requirements up to and including orbital acceptance testing
of the satellites.
ATL was founded in 1992 and is a global broad-based Software and Hardware, Services and Solutions provider.
On the IT services front, it supports enterprises business processes and systems, with services, solutions and
products. On the hardware front, the firm specialises in the design and development of aerospace subsystems and
other embedded systems.
ISRO earned INR 324 Cr in Forex from PSLV’s satellite launch services with the top ten contracts coming from
countries such as the USA, UK, Germany, Singapore, among others. ISRO started to help foreign countries to
send their satellites with PSLV in May 1999. To date, PSLV has carried around 319 foreign satellites on its back
to space.
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People in News
1. 4 Indian Air Force Pilots Begin Training For Spaceflight In Russia
Four Indian Air Force (IAF) pilots began training for the country's maiden manned mission Gaganyaan around the
earth's orbit in 2022 at the Gagarin research and test cosmonaut training centre in Russia's Moscow. The year-long
training, which includes biomedical, physical practices, study of the Soyuz manned spaceship (module) and
weightlessness mode aboard the special Ilyushin-76 MDK aircraft. The four pilots, whose names and ranks have
not been made public yet, were selected by the space agency for the week-long human spaceflight around the
earth to conduct experiments in micro-gravity and bio-science. The training is being conducted under a
commercial contract between Glavkosmos joint stock company of the Russian state space corporation Roscosmos
and the human spaceflight centre of the Indian space agency.
The Yuri A. Gagarin state scientific research-and-testing cosmonaut training centre in star city of Moscow's
Oblast trains cosmonauts for space missions. The spaceflight training centre is named after former Soviet Union's
air force pilot Yuri Gagarin, who became the first human to fly solo into outer space on April 12, 1961,
completing one orbit around the earth in Vostok-1 capsule.

2. Mumbai school girl youngest to climb South America's highest peak
Kaamya Karthikeyan, a class seven student of Navy Children School (NCS) in Mumbai, became the youngest girl
in the world to summit Mt Aconcagua, the highest peak in South America. At 6962 metres, Mt. Aconcagua is the
highest peak outside Asia.
3. India’s GS Lakshmi set to become 1st woman match referee at global event
India’s G.S. Lakshmi will become the first woman match referee to officiate at a global ICC event when the
Women’s T20 World Cup starts in Australia 21. Lakshmi will officiate as match referee in the league match of
the tournament to be played between former champions West Indies and first-timers Thailand in Perth. Last year,
she had become the first female match referee to oversee a men’s One-Day International in the opening match of
the third series of the ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup League 2 in the United Arab Emirates.
4. Atul Kumar Gupta is the new ICAI President
Atul Kumar Gupta will be the new President of the Institute of Chartered Accountants (ICAI) for the year 202021. Nihar Niranjan Jambusaria has been elected as the Vice President of the ICAI for 2020-21.
5. Narayana Murthy's son-in-law Rishi Sunak named new finance minister of UK
Indian-origin politician Rishi Sunak was appointed as the UK's new finance minister on by Prime Minister Boris
Johnson in a Cabinet reshuffle. Sunak, the son-in-law of Infosys Co-founder Narayana Murthy, will join Home
secretary Priti Patel on the top government bench as the Chancellor of the Exchequer.
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6. Vinay Dube appointed as GoAir CEO
Wadia group-promoted GoAir has appointed Vinay Dube as the airline's Chief Executive Officer. Till now, Dube
was serving as an advisor to the carrier, a role which he took up after quitting the defunct Jet Airways in May last
year.
7. ISRO G Narayanan to head space PSU NSIL
Veteran space scientist G Narayanan has been named the chairman of Indian Space Research Organisation’s
newly formed commercial entity New Space India Ltd (NSIL). He was earlier working as deputy director
(systems reliability and quality assurance) at the Liquid Propulsion Systems Centre (LPSC), a
Thiruvananthapuram-based unit of Isro that designs, develops liquid propulsion stages for launch vehicles. NSIL
was set up on March 2019 to meet the ever-increasing demands of the Indian space programme and commercially
exploit the emerging global space market. It will also manufacture the small satellite launch vehicle (SSLV) or
mini-PSLV in collaboration with the private sector and help in the production of the polar satellite launch vehicle
(PSLV) and other space-based products through the industry.
8. Rajiv Bansal appointed chairman and managing director of Air India
Senior bureaucrat Rajiv Bansal was appointed as the chairman and managing director of Air India for a second
time. He replaces Ashwani Lohani, who has completed his one-year tenure as the head of the airline.
As part of the ambitious strategic disinvestment, the government had issued the preliminary bid document for 100
per cent stake in Air India, which has a debt pile of over Rs 60,000 crore. Bansal was in August 2017 named as
Air India's interim CMD for three months. He had then also replaced Lohani, who was appointed as the chairman
of the Railway Board after completion of his two-year stint.
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Awards
1. Oscars 2020: Joaquin Phoenix wins best actor trophy, Renee Zellweger best actress
The 2020 Oscars Awards were announced at Dolby Theatre in Los Angles, United States on 9th Feb . Hollywood
star Joaquin Phoenix finally ended his dry run at the Oscars as he picked up the best actor trophy for his
performance in "Joker".
Actress Renee Zellweger bagged the best actress honour for “Judy”, a biopic of actress and singer Judy Garland.
“Parasite”, director Bong Joon Ho’s twisted satire on class divide, leap-frogged through 92 years of Oscars
history to become the first non-English and South Korean film ever to win the best picture award.
2. Scholar Gita Sen wins the prestigious Dan David Prize
Prof Gita Sen, former Chairperson of the Centre for Public Policy at the Indian Institute of Management
Bangalore, has been conferred the Dan David Prize for the year 2020 for her pioneering work to advance gender
equality. The Dan David Prize is a prestigious international award endowed by the Dan David Foundation and
headquartered at Tel Aviv University.
Prof Sen is Distinguished Professor and Director of the Ramalingaswami Centre on Equity and Social
Determinants of Health at the Public Health Foundation of India.
The Dan David Prize recognises and encourages innovative and interdisciplinary research that cuts across
traditional boundaries and paradigms. It aims to foster universal values of excellence, creativity, justice,
democracy, and progress and to promote the scientific, technological, and humanistic achievements that advance
and improve the world. The Dan David Prize covers three time dimensions — past, present and future — that
represent the realms of human achievement. The prizes are granted to individuals or institutions with proven,
exceptional, distinct excellence in the sciences, arts, humanities, public service, and business that have made and
continue to make an outstanding contribution to humanity.
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Sports News
1. Ladakh Scouts win Khelo India Ice Hockey Championship
Ladakh Scouts won the first-ever Khelo India Ice Hockey Championship after defeating Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP) 3-2 in the final at NDS Indoor stadium. 13 teams participated in the Khelo India Ice Hockey
Championship.
2. Haryana thrashes SAI to win 10th Hockey Senior Women National C'ship
Haryana thrashed Sports Authority of India (SAI) 6-0 to win the 10th Hockey India Senior Women National
Championship 2020 (A Division) title.
Madhya Pradesh Hockey Academy beat Hockey Maharashtra 2-1 in the third-fourth place play-off match.
3. Manpreet Singh becomes the first Indian to win FIH’s Player of the Year award
Manpreet Singh created history as he became the first Indian hockey team player to win the FIH Men’s Player of
the Year awards since its inception in 1999. Manpreet won the award ahead of Belgium’s Arthur van Doren and
Lucas Vila of Argentina, who finished second and third respectively. The Indian hockey team skipper has enjoyed
a long career in the national squad since he made his debut in 2011. With more than 260 appearances, he has been
a huge asset for the team and he will lead the team in the FIH Hockey Pro League.
In 2019, as captain, Manpreet Singh led his team to victory in the FIH Olympic Qualifiers, thus securing a spot at
the Olympic Games Tokyo 2020. Manpreet represented India at London 2012 and Rio 2016.
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Days and Events
1. World Pulses Day is observed on 10 February
World Pulses Day is observed on 10 February. The day aims to create public awareness of the nutritional benefits
of eating pulses. On 20 December 2013, the UN General Assembly (UNGA) adopted a resolution to proclaim the
year 2016 as the "International Year of Pulses (IYP)". The day aimed to recognize the value of pulses. In 2019,
the UNGA proclaimed 10 February as the World Pulses Day. The day aims to increase the public awareness of
the nutritional and environmental benefits of pulses as part of sustainable food production.
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