
SM PRAVAHINI MONTHLY COMPENDIUM - SEPTEMBER 2021 WWW.SUCCESSMANTRA.IN 2021 

 

 



SM PRAVAHINI MONTHLY COMPENDIUM - SEPTEMBER 2021 WWW.SUCCESSMANTRA.IN 2021 

 
 

PREFACE 
It gives us great pleasure to release the monthly edition of the PRAVAHINI - Monthly e-
Compendium & Weekly e-Periodicals of Current Affairs. The magazine’s members have shown 
considerable cooperation as well as devotion. We at successmantra.in work tirelessly to create this 
magazine and bring it to you with a great sense of gratitude. 

 

The PRAVAHINI September-2021 eBook covers the current events that happened in the month of 
September. Current Affairs is a crucial component of any competitive exams including CLAT, 
AILET, DU-LLB, HM, CAT, IAS, PCS, SSC, Banking, MBA and various other competitive 
examinations. 

 

Current Affairs play the bigger role in many competitive and government exams. It holds the 
power of making or breaking your chance of success. Therefore, the candidates should cover the 
Current Affairs thoroughly and smartly. 

 

The PRAVAHINI September-2021 eBook is divided into different sections keeping in mind the 
need of various exams. The sections covered namely International, National, Economy, Ecology 
and Environment, Science & Technology, Legal Affairs, Sports, States News Makers and few 
others. 

 

We would also be pleased to receive any suggestion that could assist us with the upcoming 
editions. 

 

Success Mantra (GTB Nagar, Delhi) 

Website: www.successmantra.in  

Mail Id: info@successmantra.in  

  

http://www.successmantra.in/
mailto:info@successmantra.in
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS 

INDIA: 1ST ASIAN NATION TO LAUNCH 

PLASTICS PACT 

 
India has become the 
first country in Asia to 

launch a Plastics Pact, a 
new platform to promote 
a circular system for 
plastics.  
 
The India Plastic Pact 

platform was launched by the British High 
Commissioner to India, Alexander Ellis, at the 16th 
Sustainability Summit hosted by the Confederation of 
Indian Industry (CII). 
 
About the ‘India Plastic Pact’: The new platform ‘India 
Plastic Pact’ is a joint effort of the World-Wide Fund for 
Nature-India (WWF India) and the Confederation of 
Indian Industry (CII), and envisions to create a world 
where plastic is valued and does not pollute the 
environment. 
 
The Pact targets the businesses to transition towards a 
circular economy for plastics by 2030. The initiative is 
supported by UK Research & Innovation (UKRI) and 
WRAP, a global NGO based in the UK, and endorsed 
by the British High Commission in India. 
 

MANOJ SINHA LAUNCHED 'SAATH 

INITIATIVE' FOR WOMEN 

 
In Jammu and Kashmir, 
Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha has 
launched a Rural 
Enterprises Acceleration 
Programme titled ‘Saath’ 
for Self Help Group 
(SHG) women.  
 

The programme aims to transform the lives of women 
and make them independent and strong in social and 
financial aspects, by mentoring the women associated 
with SHGs and creates market linkages of products 
created by these women. 
 
Jammu and Kashmir already has 48000 SHGs, with 
around four lakh women connected to these SHGs.  
 
The J&K administration further aims to create 11000 

more SHGs in the coming year. This will transform the 
lives of these women and make them independent and 
strong in social and financial aspects. 
 

Aim of the programme: Saath is aimed at accelerating 
the livelihoods of rural women, associated with SHGs 
and which are doing small works.  
 
There is not much profit in their work and there is a lack 
of knowledge about marketing, packaging and 
branding. This initiative aims to teach women such 
skills and convert their businesses into Higher Order 
Enterprises. 
 

UTTARAKHAND, PUNJAB & TN GET NEW 

GOVERNORS 

 
President Ram Nath 

Kovind has appointed 
Lt Gen Gurmit Singh, 
who retired as the 
deputy chief of Army, 
governor of 
Uttarakhand, a post 
which fell vacant after 
Baby Rani Maurya 
tendered her resignation.  
 
According to a Rashtrapati Bhavan communique, 
President Ram Nath Kovind accepted the resignation 

of Maurya and appointed Singh as the governor of the 
state. 
 
Shuffling of governors: 

 

 The President also appointed Banwarilal Purohit, 

currently the Governor of Tamil Nadu, as the 
Governor of Punjab.  

 R.N.Ravi, presently the Governor of Nagaland, has 
been made the Governor of Tamil Nadu.  

 Professor Jagdish Mukhi, Governor of Assam is 
appointed to discharge the functions of the 
Governor of Nagaland in addition to his own duties 
until regular arrangements are made. 

 The President’s office, in an official release, 
mentioned that the new appointments will take 
effect from the dates they assume charge of their 
respective offices. 

 

PM MODI INAUGURATED 'SHIKSHAK PARV-

2021' 

 
Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi has inaugurated 
the “Shikshak Parv-

2021” and addressed the 
inaugural conclave 
through a video 
conference. 
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The theme of ‘Shikshak Parv-2021’ is “Quality and 
Sustainable Schools: Learnings from Schools in 
India”.  
 

The event was organised by the Ministry of Education, 
will continue to be celebrated from September 07 to 17, 
2021. 
 
The objective of the Shikshak Parv-2021 is to 
encourage innovative practices to ensure not only 
continuity of education at all levels but to improve 
quality, inclusive practices and sustainability in the 
schools across the country as well. 
 
As a part of the event, PM launched five key schemes 

under the National Education Policy, NEP 2020. These 
included: 
 

 Indian Sign Language Dictionary (audio and text 
embedded sign language video for the hearing 
impaired, in conformity with Universal Design of 
Learning) 

 Talking Books (audiobooks for the visually 
impaired) 

 School Quality Assurance and Assessment 
Framework of CBSE 

 NISHTHA teachers’ training programme for 
NIPUN Bharat 

 Vidyanjali 2.0 portal (platform for non-teaching 
professionals to contribute to increasing the quality 
of education in government schools.) 

 

INDIA'S 1ST EMERGENCY LANDING FACILITY 

IN NH RAJASTHAN 

 
Union Defence Minister, 
Rajnath Singh and 
Union Highways 
Minister, Nitin Gadkari 
inaugurated the 
Emergency Landing 
Facility on a National 
Highway in Rajasthan.  

 
This emergency landing facility has been constructed 
on the Satta-Gandhav stretch of National Highway 
(NH) 925A in Barmer, Rajasthan.  

 
This is the first time that a national highway (NH-925) 
will be used for the emergency landing of IAF aircraft. 
The project will cost ₹765.52 crores under the 
Bharatmala Pariyojana. 
 
About the highway: The National Highways Authority 
of India (NHAI) has developed a 3-km section of the 
Satta-Gandhav stretch of NH-925A, as an emergency 
landing facility (ELF) for the IAF. 
 

It is part of a newly developed two-lane paved shoulder 
of the Gagariya-Bakhasar and Satta-Gandhav section 
having a total length of 196.97 km. 
 
Apart from the Emergency Landing Strip, 3 helipads 
(size 100 x 30 metres each) have been constructed in 
Kundanpura, Singhania and Bakhasar villages in this 
project, according to the requirements of the Air 
Force/Indian Army, which will be the basis for 
strengthening the Indian Army and security network on 
the western international border of the country. 
 

UNION AYUSH MINISTER LAUNCHED 'Y-

BREAK' APP 

 

The Union AYUSH 
Minister, Sarbananda 
Sonowal has launched 
‘Y Break’ Yoga protocol 
mobile application in 

New Delhi.  
 
The app has been 
developed by Morarji 
Desai National Institute of Yoga (MDNIY).  
 

The app was launched as a part of the week-long 
activities and campaigns organised by the Ministry of 
Ayush to commemorate Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav from 
August 30 to September 5, 2021. 
 
About the app: The Y-Break (or the “Yoga Break) 
mobile application is a unique five-minute Yoga 

protocol app, designed especially for working 
professionals to de-stress, refresh and re-focus at their 
workplace to increase their productivity, and consists of 
Asanas, Pranayam and Dhyana. 

 
While on one hand the app will facilitate doing yoga 
and meditation with ease anywhere in just 5 minutes, it 
will also bring awareness about different Yoga practices. 
 

SITHARAMAN LAUNCHED 'MY PAD MY 

RIGHT' INITIATIVE 

 
In Tripura, Union Finance 
Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman has 
inaugurated a project called 
‘My Pad, My Right’ 
initiated by NABARD and 

NABFOUNDATION at 
Killa village in Gomati 
district on the second and 
concluding day of her visit to the state.  
 
The project aims to bring livelihood and menstrual 
hygiene closer to rural women by way of grant, wage 
support and capital equipment. 
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The Union Minister also flagged off the mobile ATM 
van of Tripura State Co-Operative Bank Limited which 
will cover all Gram Panchayats and Village Committees 
of South Tripura District. 
 

PUNJAB LAUNCHED 'MERA KAAM MERA 

MAAN SCHEME' 

 
The Punjab Cabinet gave a 
nod to a new scheme that 
will help the unemployed 
youth in the state to hone 
their skills and increase their 
chances of getting a job.  
 
These youngsters will be 

given short-term skill training free of cost under the 

‘‘Mera Kaam Mera Maan” scheme of the state 
government. A target of 30,000 beneficiaries has been 
proposed, at a cost of ₹ 90 crores. 
 
About the scheme: The scheme also provides an 
employment assistance allowance of ₹ 2,500 per 

month for a period of 12 months from the start of the 
training course, which will be conducted at Punjab Skill 
Development Mission training centres. 
 
The allowance shall be given during the training period, 
and after successfully completing the training, during 
the pre-placement and post-placement period of 12 
months from the date of the start of the programme. 
 

CHHATTISGARH GOVT. LAUNCHED 'MILLET 

MISSION' 

 
Chhattisgarh Chief 
Minister Bhupesh Baghel 
has announced the launch 

of ‘Millet Mission’, which 
aims to provide proper 
price rates to farmers for 
minor cereal crops.  
 

The initiative is also a step towards the Chief Minister’s 
vision for the state to become India’s millet hub.  
 
To implement the mission, the state government has 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with 
the Indian Institute of Millet Research (IIMR), 

Hyderabad and the collectors of 14 districts of the state. 
 
Other important benefits under the Millet Mission to 

farmers will include input assistance for millet, 
procurement arrangements, aid farmers in the 
processing of crops and ensure that the farmers get the 
benefit of the expertise of experts. 
 
 
 

NITI AAYOG LAUNCHED SHOONYA 

CAMPAIGN 

 
NITI Aayog, RMI, and 
RMI India Launch 

‘Shoonya’ Campaign. It is 
an initiative to promote 
zero-pollution shipping 
vehicles by working with 
customers and industry.  
 
The marketing campaign aims to speed up the adoption 
of electric powered automobiles (EVs) in the urban 
deliveries segment and create customer attention about 
the advantages of zero-pollution delivery. 
 
Industry stakeholders such as e-commerce companies, 
fleet aggregators, unique gear manufacturers (OEMs) 

and logistics corporations have been scaling up their 
efforts towards final-mile shipping electrification. 
 
As part of the campaign, a corporate branding and 
certification programme is being launched to realise and 
promote industry’s efforts toward transitioning to EVs 
for final-mile deliveries. 
 
An online tracking platform will share the campaign’s 
impact through facts such as car kilometres electrified, 
carbon savings, criteria pollutant savings and other 
advantages from easy delivery vehicles. 
 

RAIL KAUSHAL VIKAS YOJANA LAUNCHED 

 
Railways Minister 
Ashwini Vaishnaw 
launched Rail Kaushal 

Vikas Yojana, a 
programme under the 
aegis of Pradhan Mantri 
Kaushal Vikas Yojana. 
 
Under Rail Kaushal Vikas Yojana, entry-level training 
will be provided to the youth in industry-relevant skills 
through Railway Training Institutes as part of 75 years 
of independence 'Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav'. 
 
Under Rail Kaushal Vikas Yojana, training will be 
provided to 50,000 candidates over a period of three 
years.  
 
The main aim of the Rail Kaushal Vikas Yojana will be 
to impart training skills to the youth in various trades to 
bring qualitative improvement.  
 
This will provide a major boost to the Skill India 

Mission. It will not only improve the employability of 
the youth of the country but also upgrade the skills of 
those who are self-employed or are working with 
contractors. 
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'MEDICINE FROM THE SKY' INITIATIVE 

LAUNCHED 

 
Civil aviation minister 
Jyotiradtiya Scindia has 
launched a first of its 
kind “Medicine from 
the Sky” project in 
Telangana.  

 
The project has aimed at 
transporting vaccines 

and other essential products to remote areas using 
drones.  
 
The Medicine from the Sky project will be taken up on 
a pilot basis in 16 green zones in Telangana and later 
scaled up on the national level based on data. 
 
About the schemes: “This ‘Medicines from the Sky’ 
project will be taken up in 16 green zones. The data will 
be analysed for three months. Along with the health 
ministry, IT ministry, state government and the Centre 
will together analyse the data and make a model for the 
whole country. 
 

VIJAY RUPANI RESIGNED AS GUJARAT CM 

 
Vijay Rupani has 
resigned as the Chief 

Minister of Gujarat. He 
submitted his resignation 
to Governor Acharya 
Devvrat.  
 
The resignation comes 
following a flurry of 

developments in Gujarat following a meeting in 
Gandhinagar.  
 
He reached the Raj Bhavan shortly after PM Modi 
inaugurated Sardardham Bhavan in Gujarat’s 

Ahmedabad and performed ‘bhoomi pujan’ of 
Sardardham Phase-II Kanya Chhatralaya (girls’ hostel) 
through video conferencing. 
 
Mr Rupani is the fourth BJP chief minister to step 
down in recent months; in July BS Yediyurappa 

resigned as Chief Minister of Karnataka in July and the 
double whammy in Uttarakhand, where Tirath Singh 
Rawat quit barely four months after replacing Trivendra 
Rawat. 
 

BHUPENDRA PATEL ELECTED AS NEW CM 

OF GUJARAT 

 
Bhupendra Patel has been chosen as the new Chief 

Minister of Gujarat at the BJP legislature meeting. He is 
a BJP MLA from the Ghatlodia assembly seat in 
Ahmedabad.  

 
This comes after the resignation of Vijay Rupani from 
the post of CM of Gujarat. 
 
About the Bhupendra 
Patel: Bhupendra Patel 
holds a diploma in Civil 
Engineering and has 
held positions in Patidar 
trusts and organisations, 
including Sardar Dham 
and World Umiya 
Foundation, among others.  
 
He has been a standing committee chairman in the 
Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation and chairman of 
the Ahmedabad Urban Development Authority 
(AUDA). 

 

 Gujarat Governor: Acharya Devvrat. 

 

TWO INDIAN BEACHES AWARDED BLUE 

FLAG CERTIFICATION 

 
Two more beaches in India have been awarded 'Blue 

Flag' certification, an international eco-level tag, taking 
the total number of such beaches in the country to 10.  
 
The two beaches to receive the certification this year are 
Kovalam in Tamil Nadu and Eden in Puducherry. 
 
Foundation for 
Environment Education in 

Denmark (FEE) which 
accords the globally 
recognized eco-label - Blue 

Flag certification, has also 
given re-certification for 
eight nominated beaches 
Shivrajpur- Gujarat, 
Ghoghla-Diu, Kasarkod and Padubidri-Karnataka, 
Kappad-Kerala, Rushikonda- Andhra Pradesh, Golden-
Odisha and Radhanagar- Andaman and Nicobar, which 
were awarded the Blue Flag certificate last year. 
 
These eight beaches got the Blue Flag certification on 
October 6 last year. 

 
What is Blue Flag certification: Blue Flag certification is 
a globally recognised eco-label accorded on the basis of 
33 stringent criteria in four major heads which are 
environmental education and information, bathing 
water quality, environmental management and 
conservation and safety and services in the beaches. 
 
The Blue Flag beach is an eco-tourism model 

endeavouring to provide the tourists/beachgoers clean 
and hygienic bathing water, facilities, a safe and healthy 
environment and sustainable development of the area. 
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The recommendations are done by an independent 
national jury composed of eminent environmentalists 
and scientists. 
 

PM MODI TO ROLL OUT NATIONAL DIGITAL 

HEALTH MISSION 

 
Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi will announce the 
nationwide roll-out of the 
National Digital Health 
Mission (NDHM), which 
has been renamed as 
Pradhan Mantri Digital 
Health Mission (PM-
DHM), on September 27.  

 
Under this, a unique digital health ID will be provided 
to the people, which will contain all the health records 
of the person. The id will be created using details such 
as Aadhaar and the user’s mobile number. 

 
About the initiative: The initiative will be rolled out on 
the final day of Arogya Manthan, which was kicked off 
to mark the third anniversary of the government’s 
flagship health insurance scheme — Ayushman Bharat 
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana. 
 
The project is currently in its pilot phase in the Union 
territories of Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 
Chandigarh, Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Daman and 
Diu, Ladakh, Lakshadweep, and Puducherry. 
 
The mission essentially consists of four main building 
blocks — unique digital health id, health care 
professionals registry, health facility registry and 
electronic health records. 
 
To begin with, three components, unique health id, 
doctor’s registry and the health facility registry, have 
been made operational, the officials cited above said. 
 
The initiative supports Universal Health Coverage in an 
efficient, accessible, inclusive, affordable and safe 
manner through the provision of a wide range of data, 
information and infrastructure services. 
 

APEX COURT OF INDIA (SC) LAUNCHED 

'FASTER' SYSTEM 

 
In a big fillip to the 
fundamental rights of 
life, dignity and personal 
liberty, the Supreme 
Court has introduced a 
new system by which its 
crucial decisions, 
including orders on bail 

and stay of arrest, can be communicated electronically to 
prison authorities and investigating agencies through a 
secure channel.  
 
Following an order on July 16 by a Special Bench led by 

Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana, the apex court has 
introduced the “Fast and Secured Transmission of 
Electronic Records” (FASTER) system. 
 
The system is meant to ensure that undertrials are not 
made to wait for days on end behind bars to be released 
because the certified hard copies of their bail orders 
were late to reach the prison. 
 
The system would also prevent unnecessary arrests 

and custody of people even after the court has already 
granted them its protection. It may even communicate a 
stay on an execution ordered by the final court on time. 
 

HARDEEP S. PURI LAUNCHED 7TH SWACHH 

SURVEKSHAN 2022 

 
Union Housing and Urban 
Affairs Minister, Hardeep 
Singh Puri has launched the 
7th edition of Swachh 
Survekshan 2022.  
 
The seventh edition of the 
annual cleanliness survey in 
the urban areas, under which district rankings have 
been introduced for the first time. The voice of senior 
citizens and young adults will also be given priority. 
 
This survey will create a level playing field for smaller 
cities by introducing 2 population categories:-under 
15,000 & btw 15,000-25,000.  
 
The scope of the survey has been expanded to now 
cover 100 per cent wards for sampling as compared to 
40 per cent in previous years, according to the ministry. 
 
The Mission is also committed to continuously engage 
with citizens to improve the quality of public 
sanitation infrastructure and services.  
 
To this end, the ‘Sarvajanik Shauchalay Safai Jan 

Bhagidari Utsav’ will be facilitated to assess the quality 
of community and public toilets and capture citizen 
feedback for process improvement in future. 
 

LOK SABHA SPEAKER LAUNCHED NIDHI 2.0 

SCHEME 

 
World Tourism Day is being observed. This day is 
celebrated every year to foster awareness among the 
international community on the importance of tourism 
and its social, cultural, political and economic value.  
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The Tourism Ministry will launch NIDHI 2.0 and India 
Tourism Statistics – At a Glance, 2021 in New Delhi 
today.  
 

The Ministry is organizing 
an event to celebrate World 
Tourism Day, which has 
been designated by the 
United Nations World 

Tourism Organization as a 
day to focus on Tourism 
for Inclusive Growth.  

 
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla and Tourism Minister G. 
Kishan Reddy will present on the occasion. During the 
event, a Memorandum of Understanding will also be 
signed between the Ministry of Tourism, the United 
Nations Environment Programme and the Responsible 
Tourism Society of India to actively promote and 
support sustainability initiatives in the tourism sector of 
each other. 
 
India is in the unlocking phase and domestic tourism 
has re-started slowly and steadily.  
 
The day also marked the establishment of the United 
Nations’ World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) 
which is the nodal agency assigned for the promotion of 
responsible, sustainable and universally accessible 
tourism. 
 

CHARANJIT SINGH CHANNI AS NEW CM OF 

PUNJAB 

 
Congress leader Charanjit Singh Channi took oath as 

the 16th Chief Minister of Punjab at the Raj Bhawan. 
He was administered the oath of office by Punjab 
Governor Banwarilal Purohit.  
 

Two other Congress MLAs,  Sukhjinder S Randhawa 
and OP Soni were sworn in as deputy Chief Ministers 

of Punjab.  Channi is the first Dalit to hold the post of 
Punjab Chief Minister.  
 
Charanjit Singh Channi 
will be the 16th Chief 
Minister of Punjab. His 
name was announced for 
the post on September 19, 
2021, India after the 
resignation of Capt. 
Amrinder Singh. 
 
Charanjit Singh Channi is a three-time Congress MLA 
from Chamkaur Sahib Assembly Constituency.  
 
He had served as the leader of opposition in the Punjab 
Legislative Assembly from 2015 to 2016. He was 

appointed as a cabinet minister in March 2017 in 
Punjab CM Captain Amarinder Singh's cabinet at the 
age of 47 years 

. 
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ARTICLE OF THE MONTH 
WHAT IS BLUE FLAG CERTIFICATION AWARDED TO BEACHES 

 
Two more beaches, namely Kovalam beach in Tamil Nadu and Eden beach in 

Puducherry in India have been awarded ‘Blue Flag’ certification. The total number of 
beaches in India with the Blue Flag certification has now reached ten, of which eight 
beaches got the certification in October. These eight beaches have been given re-
certification as well. Blue Flag beaches are considered to be the cleanest beaches in the 
world. Minister for Environment, Forest, and Climate Change Bhupender Yadav to 
mark this as another milestone in India’s journey towards a Clean and Green India led 
by PM Narendra Modi. 

 
BLUE FLAG BEACHES IN INDIA 

 
In 2020, eight beaches in India were given the Blue Flag certification. It was an outstanding feat as no nation has 
ever been awarded Blue Flag for eight beaches in a single attempt. These eight beaches are: 
 

(i) Kappad (Kerala) 
(ii) Shivrajpur (Gujarat) 
(iii) Ghoghla (Diu) 
(iv) Kasarkod and Padubidri (Karnataka) 
(v) Rushikonda (Andhra Pradesh) 
(vi) Golden (Odisha) 
(vii) Radhanagar (Andaman & Nicobar Islands) 
 

WHAT IS BLUE FLAG CERTIFICATION? 
 
The Blue Flag certification is an international eco-level tag that is given by the 
Foundation for Environment Education in Denmark (FEE). FEE Denmark regularly 
monitors and audits for strict compliance with the 33 criteria at all times. The 
Certification is given to a beach, marina, or sustainable boating tourism operator. It 
serves as an eco-label. It is awarded annually. 
 
The international jury comprises members are from: 
 
Foundation for Environment Education in Denmark (FEE), 

United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), 
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), 
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

 
Blue Flag beaches are considered the cleanest beaches of the world. It is an eco-tourism model endeavouring to 
provide the tourists/beachgoers clean and hygienic bathing water, facilities, a safe and healthy environment and 

sustainable development of the area. On the lines of Blue Flag certification, India has also launched its own eco-label 
BEAMS (Beach Environment & Aesthetics Management Services). 
 

WHAT IS THE CRITERIA TO GET BLUE FLAG CERTIFICATION? 
 
The criteria for Blue Flag Certification include standards for safety, quality, environmental education and 
information along with the provision of services and general environmental management criteria. The Blue Flag 

certification is accorded to beaches, marinas and sustainable boating tourism operators. The certification indicates 
their high environmental and quality standards. 
 
Which nation has the highest number of Blue Flag Beaches?: Spain with 578 Blue Flag Beaches has the highest 
number of Blue Flag beaches in the world, followed by Turkey that has 436 Blue Flag Beaches. Greece stands third 
with 395 Blue Flag Beaches, closely followed by France that has 394 Blue Flag beaches and then Italy that has 342 Blue 
Flag Beaches.  
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BLUE FLAG PROGRAMME: BACKGROUND 

 
The Blue Flag concept was first adopted as a pilot scheme in France in 1985 when French  
coastal municipalities were awarded the Blue Flag based on criteria of covering sewage 
treatment and bathing water quality.  In 1987, the Foundation for Environmental 

Education in Europe (FEEE) presented the concept of the Blue Flag to the European 
Commission and then it was agreed to launch the Blue Flag Programme as one of the 
Commission's several "European Year of the Environment" activities in the 
Community that year. The French concept of the Blue Flag was further expanded to 
include other areas of environmental management such as waste management and 
coastal planning and protection. Beaches and marinas also became eligible for the Blue Flag under the programme. In 
2001, FEEE rules were changed to permit non-European national organisations, which share the objectives of FEEE, to 
become members of the foundation. This led the foundation to drop Europe from its name, becoming the Foundation 

for Environmental Education (FEE). A waving ‘Blue Flag’ indicates 100 percent compliance with these 33 stringent 
criteria and showcases the sound health of the beach across four major areas under the Blue Flag programme. 
 

DEVELOPMENT OF BEACHES TO ACHIEVE CERTIFICATION 
 

 The Environment Ministry achieved the below-mentioned results during the process of environmental 
management and sustainable development of the 10 beaches with Blue Flag certification. 

 

 Sustainable development of coastal regions by the Environment Ministry: The Ministry of Environment, Forest, 
and Climate Change had started the sustainable development of coastal regions on World Environment Day in 

June 2018 with the launch of a beach cleaning campaign called ‘I am saving my beach’ across 13 coastal states. 
The Ministry later implemented the program Beach Environment and Aesthetics Management Services 
(BEAMS). 

 
BEAMS PROGRAMME 

 
Beach Environment & Aesthetics Management Services comes under ICZM (Integrated Coastal Zone Management) 

project. This was launched by the Society of Integrated Coastal Management (SICOM) and the Union Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC). 
 
The objectives of BEAMS program is to: 
 

 Abate pollution in coastal waters, 

 Promote sustainable development of beach facilities, 

 Protect & conserve coastal ecosystems & natural resources, 

 Strive and maintain high standards of cleanliness, 

 Hygiene & safety for beachgoers in accordance with coastal environment & regulations. 
 
It has helped in saving 1,100 ml/year of municipal water through recycling; educating around 1,25,000 beachgoers 
about responsible behaviour at the beaches; providing alternate livelihood opportunities to 500 fishermen families 
through pollution abatement, safety and services and has also increased footfall for recreation activities at the beaches 
by approximately 80% leading to economic development. 
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AYUSHMAN BHARAT DIGITAL MISSION 
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission via video 
conferencing. PM Modi had announced the pilot project of Ayushman Bharat Digital 

Mission on August 15, 2020, from the Red Fort. The Mission is also known as the 
National Digital Health Mission (NDHM). Currently, the Mission is being 
implemented in the pilot phase across 6 union territories. The nationwide launch of the 
Mission coincides with the 3rd anniversary of Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Arogya Yojana (ABPM-JAY). 
 

WHAT IS AYUSHMANN BHARAT DIGITAL MISSION? 
 
Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission will create a seamless online platform through the provision of a wide-range of 
data, information, and infrastructure services, duly leveraging open, interoperable, standards-based digital systems. 
The Mission will ensure the security, confidentiality, and privacy of health-related personal information, and enable 
access and exchange of longitudinal health records of citizens with their consent. The Mission is based on the 
foundations laid down in the form of Jan Dhan, Aadhaar and Mobile (JAM) trinity, and other digital initiatives of 
the government. It aims to create interoperability within the digital health ecosystem, similar to the role played by the 
Unified Payments Interface in revolutionizing payments. Citizens will be a click away from accessing healthcare 
facilities. It aims to provide digital health IDs for all Indian citizens to help hospitals, insurance firms, and citizens 

access health records electronically when required. The pilot project of the Mission had been announced by the 

Prime Minister from the ramparts of the Red Fort on 15th August 2020. The pilot scheme is currently being 
implemented across 6 union territories namely Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Chandigarh, Dadra & Nagar Haveli, 
and Daman & Diu, Ladakh, Lakshadweep, and Puducherry. 

 
KEY BENEFITS OF AYUSHMAN BHARAT DIGITAL MISSION 

 

 Empowering citizens with a modern healthcare system.  

 Easy access to health records of citizens and healthcare professionals. 

 Enabling the private healthcare sector to participate. 

 Making healthcare providers and doctors to be more accessible and accountable. 

 Providing efficient healthcare services for the benefit of people. 

 Help people with medical services in remote and urban areas. 

 Provide affordable health facilities at the grassroots level. 

 Giving highest importance to the privacy of the personal data of the citizens. 
 

FEATURES OF THE MISSION 
 

 Health ID: It will be issued for every citizen that will also work as their health account. This health account will 
contain details of every test, every disease, the doctors visited, the medicines taken and the diagnosis. Health ID 

is free of cost, voluntary. It will help in doing analysis of health data and lead to better planning, budgeting and 
implementation for health programs. 

 

 Healthcare Facilities & Professionals’ Registry: The other major component of the programme is creating a 
Healthcare Professionals’ Registry (HPR) and Healthcare Facilities Registry (HFR), allowing easy electronic 
access to medical professionals and health infrastructure. The HPR will be a comprehensive repository of all 
healthcare professionals involved in delivering healthcare services across both modern and traditional systems of 
medicine. The HFR database will have records of all the country’s health facilities. 

 

 Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission Sandbox: The Sandbox, created as a part of the mission, will act as a 
framework for technology and product testing that will help organisations, including private players intending to 
be a part of the national digital health ecosystem become a Health Information Provider or Health Information 
User or efficiently link with building blocks of Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission. 

 

 Implementing Agency: National Health Authority (NHA) under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 
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EXPECTED BENEFITS OF THE MISSION 

 
Ensure ease of doing business for doctors and hospitals and healthcare service providers. Enable access and 
exchange of longitudinal health records of citizens with their consent. Create integration within the digital health 
ecosystem, similar to the role played by the Unified Payments Interface (UPI) in revolutionising payments.  
 

AYUSHMAN BHARAT PRADHAN MANTRI JAN AROGYA YOJANA (AB PM-JAY) 
 
Under the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY) approximately 20.32 lakh Covid-19 
tests and 7.08 lakh treatments were authorised from April 2020 to July 2021. It offers a sum insured of Rs.5 lakh per 
family for secondary care (which doesn’t involve a super specialist) as well as tertiary care (which involves a super 

specialist). Under PM-JAY, cashless and paperless access to services are provided to the beneficiaries at the point of 
service. Health Benefit Packages covers surgery, medical and day care treatments, cost of medicines and diagnostics. 
Packaged rates (Rates that include everything so that each product or service is not charged for separately).  They 
are flexible, but they can’t charge the beneficiary once fixed by the hospitals. The scheme also has prescribed a daily 
limit for medical management. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
The NDHM still does not 
recognize Health as a 
justiciable right. There 
should be a push draft at 
making health a right, as 
prescribed in the draft 
National Health Policy, 
2015. In addition, the 
failure of a similar 
National Health Service 

(NHS) in the United 
Kingdom must be learnt 
from and the technical and 
implementation-related 
deficiencies must be 
proactively addressed 
prior to launching the 
mission on a pan India 
scale. The standardisation 
of NDHM architecture 
across the country will 
need to find ways to 
accommodate state-specific 
rules. It also needs to be in 
sync with government 
schemes like Ayushman 
Bharat Yojana and other 
IT-enabled schemes like 
Reproductive Child 
Health Care and 
NIKSHAY etc. 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
INDIA TO HOST G20 LEADERS' SUMMIT IN 

2023 

 
India will hold the G20 
presidency from 
December 1, 2022, and will 
convene the G20 leaders’ 

summit in 2023 for the 
first time.  
 
Piyush Goyal, Union 
Minister of Commerce 

and Industry Minister has been appointed as India’s 
Sherpa for the G20 in 2023 (18th edition).  
 
A sherpa is a diplomat who undertakes preparatory 
work prior to a summit conference.  
 
The 2021 edition of the G20 meet will be held in Rome, 
Italy. The 2022 G20 meet will be held in Bali, 
Indonesia. 

 

INDIAN ARMY WILL PARTICIPATE IN ZAPAD 

EXERCISE 2021 

 
Indian Army will 
participate in Exercise 
ZAPAD 2021, a Multi 
Nation exercise being 
held at Nizhniy in 
Russia from 3-16 
September. 
 
ZAPAD 2021 is one of 

the theatre level exercises of the Russian Armed Forces 
and will focus primarily on operations against terrorists.  
 
Over a dozen countries from the Eurasian and South 
Asian Regions will participate in this signature event. 
 
About the exercise:.The exercise aims to enhance 
military and strategic ties amongst the participating 
nations while they plan and execute this exercise. 
 
The Indian contingent has been put through a 
strenuous training schedule that encompasses all 
facets of conventional operations including 
mechanised, airborne and heliborne, counter-terrorism, 
combat conditioning and firing. 
 
In all, 17 countries are participating in ZAPAD 
including Mongolia, Armenia, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Serbia, Russia, India and Belarus. 

 
Pakistan, China, Vietnam, Malaysia, Bangladesh, 
Myanmar, Uzbekistan and Sri Lanka are observers at 
the exercises. 

 

DTTI AGREEMENT SIGNED B/W INDIA & USA 

 
The Ministry of 
Defence, the 
Government of India 

and US Department of 
Defence have signed a 
Project Agreement (PA) 
for Air-Launched 
Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicle (ALUAV).  
 
This agreement is signed under the Joint Working 
Group Air Systems in the Defence Technology and 
Trade Initiative (DTTI).  
 
The PA for ALUAV is part of the Research, 
Development, Testing and Evaluation (RDT&E) 
Memorandum of Agreement, which was first signed 
between the Ministry of Defence and the US 
Department of Defence, in January 2006 and renewed in 
January 2015.  
 
The RDT&E aims at deepening defence technology 

collaboration between the two nations through the co-
development of defence equipment. 
 
About the agreement: Under the collaboration, the two 
countries will work towards the design, development, 
demonstration, testing and evaluation of systems to 
co-develop an ALUAV Prototype. 
 

The DTTI aims to bring sustained leadership focus to 
promote collaborative technology exchange and create 
opportunities for co-production and co-development of 
future technologies for Indian and US military forces. 
 

PACIFIC AIR CHIEFS SYMPOSIUM 2021 IN 

HAWAII 

 
Air Chief Marshal RKS 
Bhadauria attended a 
three-day-long Pacific 
Air Chiefs Symposium 
2021 at Joint Base Pearl 
Harbor-Hickam in 
Hawaii.  
 
The event themed”Enduring Cooperation towards 

Regional Stability” was attended by air chiefs from 
countries in the Indo-Pacific region. Bhadauria was 
nominated as the Dean for the symposium. 
 
India, the US, Australia, Japan and many other like-
minded countries are working towards ensuring a free, 
open and inclusive Indo-Pacific. 
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The symposium saw deliberations through panel 
discussions, tabletop exercises and keynote addresses on 
topics ranging from aspects of regional security to 
cooperation amongst air forces for humanitarian and 
disaster relief operations. 
 

28TH EDITION OF SIMBEX BILATERAL 

EXERCISE 

 
The 28th edition of the Singapore-India Maritime 
Bilateral Exercise (SIMBEX) took place from 
September 02 to 04, 2021.  

 
The SIMBEX-2021 annual 
bilateral maritime exercise 
was hosted by the 
Republic of Singapore 
Navy (RSN) in the 
southern fringes of the 
South China Sea. 

 
About the SIMBEX-2021: The Indian Navy was 
represented by Guided Missile Destroyer INS Ranvijay 
with a shipborne helicopter, ASW Corvette INS Kiltan 
and Guided Missile Corvette INS Kora and one P8I 
Long Range Maritime Patrol Aircraft. 

 
The exercise aimed to strengthen the bilateral defence 
ties between both countries. This year’s edition of 
SIMBEX is also a special occasion as it takes place 
during the ongoing celebrations of the 75th year of 
India’s independence. 
 
The success of SIMBEX-2021 is yet another 
demonstration of the mutual resolve on both sides to 
strengthen the bilateral partnership further in the years 
ahead. 
 

INDIA & AUSTRALIA NAVAL EXERCISE - 

AUSINDEX 

 
The 4th edition of 
AUSINDEX, a bilateral 
navy exercise between the 
Indian Navy and the 
Royal Australian Navy 
has begun from September 
06, 2021, and will continue 
up to September 10, 2021.  
 

Indian Navy Task Group comprises INS Shivalik and 
INS Kadmatt.  
 
This edition of AUSINDEX includes complex surface, 
sub-surface and air operations between ships, 
submarines, helicopters and Long Range Maritime 
Patrol Aircraft of the participating Navies. 
 
About the exercise: Commenced in 2015 as a bilateral 

IN-RAN maritime exercise, AUSINDEX has grown in 

complexity over the years and the 3rd edition of the 
exercise, held in 2019 in the Bay of Bengal, included 
anti-submarine drills for the first time. 
 

 Australia Prime minister: Scott Morrison. 

 Australia Capital: Canberra. 
 

JAPANESE PRIME MINISTER SUGA TO STEP 

DOWN 

 
Japanese Prime Minister 

Yoshihide Suga would step 
down, setting the stage for a 
new premier after a one-
year tenure marred by an 
unpopular COVID-19 
response and rapidly 
dwindling public support.  
 
Suga, who took over after Shinzo Abe resigned last 
September, citing ill health, has seen his support ratings 
sink to below 30% as the nation struggles with its 
worst wave of COVID-19 infections ahead of a general 
election this year. 

 
Suga’s decision to not run in a ruling Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP) election in September means the party will 
choose a new leader, who will become prime minister. 
 

 Japan Capital: Tokyo. 

 Japan Currency: Japanese yen. 

 

UAE, URUGUAY & BANGLADESH AS NEW 

MEMBER OF NDB 

 
The Shanghai-based New Development Bank (NDB) 
has approved the United Arab Emirates, Uruguay and 
Bangladesh as its new member countries.  

 
In 2020, the NDB Board 
of Governors initiated the 
negotiation to expand its 
membership. As a result 
UAE, Uruguay and 
Bangladesh have been 
admitted as the first new 
member countries of the 
NDB. 
 
NDB was established by the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, 
India, China and South Africa) countries in 2015.  
 
The bank supports public or private projects through 
loans, guarantees, equity participation and other 
financial instruments. 
 

 New Development Bank Headquarter: Shanghai, 
China. 

 New Development Bank President: Marcos Prado 
Troyjo. 
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 New Development Bank Founder: BRICS. 

 New Development Bank Founded: 15 July 2014. 
 

INDIA CONDUCTS MARITIME EXERCISE WITH 

ALGERIAN 

 
The Indian Naval Ship, INS Tabar, is on her goodwill 
visit to the number of ports in Africa and Europe since 
June 2021 till September 2021.  
 
As a part of this visit, INS Tabar took part in the Maiden 

Maritime Partnership Exercise with Algerian Navy, off 
the Algerian coast, in the Mediterranean Sea.  
 
The Algerian Naval Ship ANS Ezzadjer participated in 
the exercise. 
 
The objective of the exercise: The objective of the 
exercise was to enhance interoperability, understand the 
concept of operations followed by each other, and 
opened the possibility of increasing interaction and 
collaboration between the two navies in the future. 
 
INS Tabar is a Talwar-class stealth Frigate built in 

Russia for the Indian Navy. The ship is a part of the 
Indian Navy’s Western Fleet, based in Mumbai. 
 

PM MODI TO ATTEND 1ST IN-PERSON QUAD 

SUMMIT 

 
Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi is set to attend the 
first-ever in-person 
QUAD ( Quadrilateral 
Security Dialogue) 

Leaders’ Summit at the 
White House, in 
Washington D.C. on 

September 24, 2021.  
 
Quad nation comprises of India, Japan, the US and 

Australia. PM Modi will also address the United 

Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in New York on 
September 25, 2021. 
other exams 
 
About the summit: This will be the first visit of PM 
Modi to the United States since President Joe Biden 
assumed office and also the first in-person meeting 
between the two leaders since Biden assumed office. 
 
The other two leaders, Prime Minister Scott Morrison 

of Australia and Japanese premier Yoshihide Suga will 
also be attending the Summit. Earlier, the first-ever 
summit of the Quad leaders was held in the virtual 
format in March 2021. 
 
 
 

AUSTRALIA, UK & US TO FORM NEW 

PARTNERSHIP 

 
A week before a meeting 
of Quad leaders in 

Washington DC, the 
Biden administration, on 
September 15, announced 
a new trilateral security 
partnership for the Indo-
Pacific, between Australia, 
the U.K. and the U.S. 
(AUKUS).   
 
As part of this, Australia will acquire nuclear-powered 
submarines with help from the U.K. and the U.S. 

 
The trilateral grouping was formally announced by 
Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison who joined 
U.S. President Joe Biden at the White House via video-
link.  
 
About the AUKUS: The first project of AUKUS will be 
to help Australia acquire a nuclear-powered 
conventionally-armed submarine fleet. 
 
AUKUS will also involve a new architecture of 

meetings and engagements between the three 
countries, as well as cooperation across emerging 
technologies (applied AI, quantum technologies and 
undersea capabilities). 
 

21ST SCO SUMMIT IN DUSHANBE , 

TAJIKISTAN 

 
Prime Minister Modi led 
the Indian delegation and 
virtually addressed the 
plenary session of the 
Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) 
summit in Tajikistan’s 
capital Dushanbe. 
 
This was the first SCO meet which took place in a 
hybrid format and the fourth summit in which India 
participated as a full-fledged member of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation (SCO). 
 
The 21st SCO summit also assumed significance as the 
organization is celebrating its 20th anniversary in 2021. 
 
As India will be represented by EAM S. Jaishankar, the 
world leaders at the meeting are expected to deliberate 
on the Afghan crisis, its internal-external implications, 
and the issues pertaining to regional security. 
 
The summit will be chaired by the President of 

Tajikistan Emomali Rahmon. It will also see the leaders 
of the SCO member states, SCO Secretary-General, 
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observer states, executive director of SCO regional anti-
terrorist structure, President of Turkmenistan among 
others.  
 
During the meet, Jaishankar is also expected to attend a 

meeting on Afghanistan with the Head of the States of 
SCO and the Collective Security Treaty Organisation.  
 
Foreign Minister of Russia, Foreign Minister of Iran, 

Prime Minister, as well as Foreign Minister of Pakistan, 
are some of the leaders who will be attending the 
meeting. 
 

PM NARENDRA MODI CHAIRED 13TH BRICS 

SUMMIT 

 
Prime Minister of India, 
Narendra Modi has 
chaired the 13th BRICS 
Summit, through video 
conferencing.  
 
The theme of the India-
led Summit was 

“BRICS@15: Intra-BRICS Cooperation for Continuity, 
Consolidation and Consensus.”  
 

The theme chosen by India reflects the fifteenth 

anniversary of BRICS, being observed in 2021. PM 
Modi called for enhanced BRICS cooperation under the 
motto of ‘Build-back Resiliently, Innovatively, Credibly 
and Sustainably’. 
 
The Summit concluded with the adoption of the ‘New 

Delhi Declaration’. This was the third time that India 
hosted the BRICS Summit.  
 
Prior to this India held the Presidency of the BRICS in 
2012 and 2016. Also, this is the second time that Prime 

Minister Modi has chaired the BRICS Summit. He had 
previously chaired the Goa Summit in 2016. 
 
Apart from this, as the President of BRICS in 2021, India 
has highlighted four priority areas for this year’s 
BRICS Summit, which were: 

 

 reform of the multilateral system, 

 counter-terrorism cooperation, 

 using digital and technological tools to achieve the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), 

 enhancing people-to-people exchanges 
 

All BRICS Leaders took part virtually in the Summit, 
including Brazil President-Jair Bolsonaro, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, President Xi Jinping of China, 
and President Cyril Ramaphosa of South Africa.  
 
BRICS is an association of five major emerging 
economies comprising Brazil, Russia, India, China and 
South Africa. 

1ST EVER 2+2 DIALOGUE B/W INDIA & 

AUSTRALIA 

 

India and Australia are 
undertaking their first-
ever 2+2 ministerial 

dialogue at the 
Hyderabad House in 
New Delhi.  
 
The high-level foreign 
and defence 

ministerial-level dialogue will further ramp up the 
overall defence and strategic cooperation between the 
two countries, including in the Indo-Pacific cooperation 
amid China’s increasing military assertiveness in the 
region. 
 
The Indian delegation at inaugural ‘two-plus-two’ 
talks is being led by External Affairs Minister S 

Jaishankar and Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with 
their Australian counterparts Marise Payne and Peter 
Dutton, respectively.  
 
India has a 2-2 Ministerial-level meetings framework 
with very few countries, including the USA and Japan. 
 

UAE INTRODUCED NEW GREEN VISA 

 
The United Arab Emirates has introduced a new 

classification of visas supposed to ease the restrictions 
faced by foreigners in pursuing employment 
opportunities in the country, referred to as “green 
visa”.  
 

According to the green visa, foreigners can work in the 
UAE without an employer’s guarantee. This green visa 
will allow visa holders to sponsor their parents. 
 
It will raise the upper limit of the child's age that the 

holder can guarantee from 18 to 25. The program will 
additionally enable the holder a grace duration of up to 
three months to look for a new job if they lose their old 
one. 
 

IRAN BECAME 9TH MEMBER AT SCO 

 
Iran’s bid to become a full member of the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organisation (SCO) was approved after 
almost 15 years by the bloc’s seven permanent members 
on Friday.  
 
After the technical and 
legal process concludes – 
which could take up to two 
years – Iran will formally 
join a group that accounts 
for about one-third of the 
world’s land and exports 
trillions of dollars annually 
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– as it counts China, Russia and India, in addition to 
several Central Asian states, among its members. 
 
Following his return from a summit in Tajikistan’s 
Dushanbe, President Ebrahim Raisi termed the 
approval a “diplomatic success” that means linking Iran 
to the economic infrastructures of Asia and its vast 
resources. 
 
President Raisi held a string of high-level bilateral 
meetings on the sidelines of the SCO summit. Among 
other things, they led to the signing of eight 
agreements with Tajikistan’s President Emomali 
Rahmon. 
 

INDIA & INDONESIA BILATERAL EXERCISE 

'SAMUDRA SHAKTI' 

 
Indian Naval ships 
Shivalik and Kadmatt 
arrived at Jakarta, 
Indonesia on September 
18 to participate in the 
third edition of bilateral 
exercise ‘Samudra 
Shakti’ with the 

Indonesian Navy.  
 
The maritime exercise is scheduled from 20-22 
September, the Indian Navy said. 
 
In pursuance of India’s Act East Policy, Exercise 
‘Samudra Shakti’ was conceived in 2018 as a bilateral 
maritime exercise between India and Indonesia.  
 
The exercise has matured in complexity over the last 
two editions and will involve conduct of complex 
maritime operations including Military Interdiction 
Operations (MIO), Cross Deck Landings, Air Defence 
serials, Practice Weapon Firings, Replenishment 
Approaches, and Tactical Manoeuvres. 

 
Under the extant policies, the third edition of the 
maritime exercise is being conducted in a Covid-safe 
environment and seeks to bolster the maritime 
cooperation between the two navies and forge strong 
bonds of friendship across the Indo-Pacific. 
 

PM MODI & JOE BIDEN TO HOLD BILATERAL 

MEETING 

 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and US President Joe 
Biden will be holding a bilateral meeting on September 
24, 2021, confirmed the White House.  
 
PM Modi will visit the US this week and participate in 
the first in-person Quad Leaders Summit and UN 
General Debate. 
 

US President Joe Biden will 
host the first-ever in-person 
Quad Leaders Summit at the 
White House with India 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Australian Prime 
Minister Scott Morrison, 
and Japan Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga. 
 
The first in-person Quad Leaders Summit will focus on 
deepening ties and advancing practical cooperation in 
areas such as combating COVID-19, partnering on 
emerging technologies and cyberspace, addressing the 
climate crisis, and promoting a free and open Indo-
Pacific. 
 
The leaders during the Quad Summit will review the 
Quad vaccine initiative that was announced in March 
2021.  

 
The leaders will also deliberate on global issues such as 
connectivity and infrastructure, critical and emerging 
technologies, maritime security, cyber security, climate 
change, humanitarian assistance, and education. 
Afghanistan will be the key agenda of the summit. 
 

INDIA & UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

LAUNCHED CAFMD 

 
India and the United 
States of America (USA) 
have launched the 
“Climate Action and 
Finance Mobilization 
Dialogue (CAFMD)”.  
 
It will strengthen India-US 
bilateral cooperation on climate and environment. The 
dialogue was launched by Union Minister of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Bhupender Yadav 
and Mr John Kerry, U.S. Special Presidential Envoy for 
Climate (SPEC) in New Delhi. 
 

About the CAFMD: “Climate Action and Finance 
Mobilization Dialogue (CAFMD)” is one of the two 
tracks of the India-U.S. Climate and Clean Energy 

Agenda 2030 partnership launched at the Leaders’ 
Summit on Climate in April 2021. The other track is 
Strategic Clean Energy Partnership. 
 
CAFMD will demonstrate how the world can align swift 
climate action with inclusive and resilient economic 
development, taking into account national 
circumstances and sustainable development priorities. 
 

PM MODI ON A 3-DAY VISIT TO UNITED 

STATES 

 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has embarked on a 
three-day visit to the United States.  He is accompanied 
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by a high-level delegation consisting of National 

Security Advisor Ajit Doval and senior officials 
including Harsh Vardhan Shringla.  
 
This is Prime Minister Modi’s first visit abroad beyond 
the neighbourhood since the Covid-19 pandemic 
outbreak. 
 

PM Modi, Joe Biden 
meeting at White House: 
 
Biden will host PM Modi 
at the White House on 

September 24. This is going 
to be the first in-person 
meeting between the two 

leaders after Biden took over as the US President on 
January 20. 
 
PM Modi and President Biden are expected to discuss 
ways to stem radicalisation and combat terrorism. They 
are also expected to discuss ways to bolster defence, 
trade ties, security collaborations and clean energy 
partnerships among others. 
 
PM Modi and Biden will discuss the current regional 
security situation following the recent developments in 
Afghanistan. PM Modi will also hold business 
interactions during his US visit from September 22-25. 
 

PM Modi will address the UN General Assembly: 
 
PM Modi will address the General Debate of the High-
Level Segment of 76th Session of UN General 

Assembly (UNGA) on September 25 in New York. 
 

FIRST EVER IN-PERSON QUAD SUMMIT HELD 

IN US 

 
The first in-person 
assembly of the 
Quadrilateral Security 
Dialogue (Quad) of India, 
Australia, the United 

States and Japan, was held 
in Washington.  
 
Meeting was participated 

with the aid of Prime Minister Narendra Modi along 
with leaders of the US, Japan, and Australia.  

 
US President Joe Biden is internet hosting all of them at 
the White House. During the meeting, leaders 
additionally agreed to preserve a cautious eye on 
Pakistan, as its ancient rival has been an instigator of 
trouble in Afghanistan. 
 
PM Modi shared concerns concerning extremist 
elements in Afghanistan. India’s Proposal at Quad: 
During the meeting, PM Modi noted that four nations of 

the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue came together in 
the hobby of humanity amid the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
He introduced the “Quad vaccine initiative” which 
will assist Indo-Pacific nations. 

 
At the summit, he proposed a frequent international 
touring protocol which entails mutual recognition of 
COVID-19 vaccination certificate, which was properly 
received by different leaders. 
 
India proposed to allow Quad to export eight million 
Indo-Pacific vaccine doses by means of October 2021 in 
line with a deal between grouping of Australia, India, 
Japan and the United States in March 2021. 
 
Australia’s proposal: Australian Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison cited that, Indo-Pacific should be free from 
coercion in line with the global regulation and 
sovereign rights. 
 

PM MODI ADDRESSED 76TH SESSION OF 

UNGA IN NEW YORK 

 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi reached New York to 
address the 76th session of the United Nations General 
Assembly.  

 
He is the first world leader scheduled to address the UN 
General Assembly. PM Modi had last addressed the 
UN General Assembly in 2019.  
 
At least 109 heads of state 
and government will 
address the UN General 
Assembly in person at the 
event in New York while 
60 more will address the 
debate through pre-
recorded video 
statements.  
 
Many world leaders returned to the UN General 

Assembly session in New York this week with a focus 
on fighting Covid-19 pandemic, which forced many to 
send pre-recorded video statements last year.  
 
The theme of this year's UN General Assembly session 

is 'building resilience through hope - to recover from 
Covid-19, rebuild sustainably, respond to the needs of 
the planet, respect the rights of people, and revitalise the 
United Nations'. 
 
PM spoke on various global issues such as the Covid-19 
pandemic, the need to combat terrorism focusing on 
Afghanistan and Extremism, and the need to 
strengthen the United Nations. 
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi invoked Chanakya, 
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, and Rabindranath Tagore in 
his address. 
 
The theme for this year’s general debate is building 
resilience through hope to recover from COVID-19, 
rebuild sustainability, respond to the needs of the 
planet, respect the rights of people and revitalise the 
United Nations. 
 
Bilateral meetings: Prime Minister’s visit would be 
bilateral meetings with our close partners Japan and 

Australia where he will hold several bilateral meetings 
including with US President Joe Biden and Vice 
President Kamala Harris. 

 

VLADIMIR PUTIN RETAINS MAJORITY IN 

RUSSIAN ELECTIONS 

 
Vladimir Putin's ruling 
United Russia party has 
retained its majority in the 
Russian parliament after a 
three-day election that 
was plagued with 
allegations of poll 
violations after most of the 

opposition politicians were barred from running. 
 
With most of the ballots counted, the Russian Election 

Commission announced that the United Russia Party 
had won nearly 50% of the vote, retaining an almost 
two-thirds majority in the lower house of parliament. 
 
Though the party retained its majority in the 
parliament, it lost one-fifth of its support in comparison 
to the 2016 parliamentary election when it had won over 
54 percent of the votes. 

 
The elections were closely watched as they will be key 
to the runup to the 2024 presidential election. As per 
local polls, Putin still remains a popular figure in 

Russia with many citizens crediting him for standing up 
to the West and restoring national pride. 
 
Russian President Vladimir Putin has been in power in 
Russia as President or Prime Minister since 1999.  

 
While it is not clear whether he plans to run again in the 
2024 presidential elections or choose a successor or 
outline a different path but a majority in Duma, the 
Russian Parliament will surely give him and his party 
an upper hand. 

 

FUMIO KISHIDA TO BECOME JAPAN'S NEW 

PRIME MINISTER 

 
Japan's former Foreign Minister Fumio Kishida has 
won the governing party leadership election and is set 
to become the next prime minister.  

Kishida replaces outgoing 
party leader Prime Minister 

Yoshihide Suga, who is 
stepping down after serving 
only one year since taking 
office last September. 
 
Kishida previously served 
as LDP policy chief and 

was foreign minister between 2012-17, during which he 
negotiated accords with Russia and South Korea, with 
whom Japan’s relations are often frosty. 
 
As new leader of the Liberal Democratic Party, Kishida 
is certain to be elected the next prime minister on 
Monday in parliament, where his party and coalition 
partner control the house. Kishida beat Taro Kono, the 

vaccinations minister, in a runoff after moving ahead of 
two female candidates Sanae Takaichi and Seiko Noda 
in the first round. 
. 

PM JUSTIN TRUDEAU WON THIRD TERM IN 

CANADA' 

 
Prime Minister Justin 

Trudeau won a third 
term in Canada’s snap 

election but fell short of 
regaining the majority 
he was seeking, faced 
with relying on smaller 
parties in another 
fragmented parliament. 
 
Trudeau’s Liberal Party was elected or leading in 156 
of the 338 seats in the House of Commons in Ottawa, 
little changed from the last vote in 2019.  
 
The main opposition Conservatives, under Erin 

O’Toole, were ahead in 122 seats, one more than they 
won last time. 
 
For a second straight election, his party lost the popular 
vote to the Conservatives and won only because of a 
strong showing in Toronto, Montreal and other cities. 
 

CHINA BANNED CRYPTOCURRENCY 

ACTIVITIES 

 

The People's Bank of 

China has announced all 
Cryptocurrency activities 

as illegal on 23 
September.  
 
People's Bank of China 

(PBOC) announced 
Virtual currency-related 
business activities as illegal financial ventures. 
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Offenders will be "investigated for criminal liability" as 
per the law. China has banned all the related financial 
ventures involving cryptocurrencies like selling tokens, 
trading crypto, and illegal fundraising. 
 
Cryptocurrency creation and trading have already 
been illegal in China since 2019. Cryptocurrency is 
binary data that has been designed to work as a medium 
of exchange. 
 

SWITZERLAND LEGALIZED SAME-SEX 

MARRIAGE 

 
The Voting polls in Switzerland declared the 

legalization of Same-Sex Marriage On 26 September 
2021.  
 

Law was approved 
through a vote, in which 
polls predicted extensive 
approval for same-sex 
marriage in the country. 
The bill change was 
accepted by 64.1 percent 
of voters.  
 
It also received strong support in urban and rural areas. 
Apart from same-sex marriage, the government also 
approved an amendment to Switzerlands marriage 
law, which was also put to voters in a referendum.  
 
This Law also grants lesbian couples admittance to 
sperm banks and allows same-sex couples to adopt 
children. Under the Law, same-sex couples can have a 
civil wedding.  
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ARTICLE OF THE MONTH 
INDIA CHAIRED 13TH BRICS SUMMIT 2021 

 
Recently, the Prime Minister chaired the annual summit of the BRICS which was 

held virtually. The theme for the Summit was 'BRICS@15: Intra-BRICS cooperation 
for continuity, consolidation and consensus'. 

 
PM’s ADDRESS AT THE SUMMIT 

 

 Highlighted the achievement of several new initiatives during India's 
Chairship this year (2021), i.e. an Agreement on cooperation in the field of 
remote-sensing satellites; a virtual BRICS vaccine Research & Development 

Centre; BRICS Alliance on Green Tourism, etc. Highlighting the leading role that BRICS countries can play in 
the post-Covid global recovery, Prime Minister called for enhanced BRICS cooperation under the motto of 
'Build-back Resiliently, Innovatively, Credibly and Sustainably'. 

 

 Adopted BRICS Counter Terrorism Action Plan: It defines the approach and actions of the BRICS countries 
towards areas of Counter Terrorism cooperation which includes: Countering Radicalization and Online Terrorist 
Threats, Border Management, Information/ Intelligence Sharing, etc. 

 

 Adopted Delhi Declaration: The declaration called for reforms of the principal organs of the United Nations 
including that of the UN Security Council (UNSC). It is the first time that BRICS has taken a collective position 
on 'Strengthening and Reforming Multilateral Systems’. It also called for an “inclusive intra-Afghan 

dialogue” for stability in Afghanistan. Apart from Afghanistan, the BRICS leaders also took up the conflicts in 
Myanmar, Syria, the tension in the Korean peninsula, Israel-Palestine violence and other territorial disputes. 

 

 On Covid-19: Noted the proposal made by India and South Africa at the World Trade Organisation (WTO) for 
the waiver of the Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) mechanism to ensure a rapid 
expansion of the Covid-19 vaccine production around the world. 

 
BRAZIL-RUSSIA-INDIA-CHINA-SOUTH AFRICA (BRICS) 

 

 BRICS is an acronym for the grouping of the world’s leading emerging economies, namely Brazil, Russia, India, 

China and South Africa. The BRICS Leaders’ Summit is convened annually. BRICS does not exist in the form of 
organization, but it is an annual summit between the supreme leaders of five nations. The Chairmanship of the 
forum is rotated annually among the members, in accordance with the acronym B-R-I-C-S. BRICS cooperation in 
the past decade has expanded to include an annual programme of over 100 sectoral meetings. 

 

 Together, BRICS accounts for about 40% of the world’s population and about 30% of the GDP (Gross Domestic 

Product), making it a critical economic engine. It’s an emerging investment market and global power bloc. The 
acronym "BRICS" was initially formulated in 2001 by economist Jim O'Neill, of Goldman Sachs, in a report on 
growth prospects for the economies of Brazil, Russia, India and China – which together represented a significant 
share of the world's production and population. In 2006, the four countries initiated a regular informal diplomatic 
coordination, with annual meetings of Foreign Ministers at the margins of the General Debate of the UN General 

Assembly (UNGA). This successful interaction led to the decision that the dialogue was to be carried out at the 
level of Heads of State and Government in annual Summits. 

 

 The first BRIC Summit took place in 2009 in the Russian Federation and focused on issues such as reform of the 
global financial architecture. South Africa was invited to join BRIC in December 2010, after which the group 
adopted the acronym BRICS. South Africa subsequently attended the Third BRICS Summit in Sanya, China, in 
March 2011. 

 
OBJECTIVES OF THE ORGANISATION 

 
The BRICS seeks to deepen, broaden and intensify cooperation within the grouping and among the individual 
countries for more sustainable, equitable and mutually beneficial development. BRICS takes into consideration each 
member’s growth, development and poverty objectives to ensure relations are built on the respective country’s 
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economic strengths and to avoid competition where possible. BRICS is emerging as a new and promising political-

diplomatic entity with diverse objectives, far beyond the original objective of reforming global financial institutions. 
 

SIGNIFICANCE OF BRICS 
 

 Big Five Nations: Launched by a meeting of the Foreign Ministers of Brazil, 

Russia, India and China in 2006 and riding on the political synergy created by 
regular summits since 2009, BRIC turned itself into BRICS in 2010, with the 
entry of South Africa. The importance of BRICS is self-evident: it represents 
42% of the world’s population, 30% of the land area, 24% of global GDP and 
16% of international trade. 

 

 Bridge Between North and South: The grouping has gone through a 
reasonably productive journey. It strove to serve as a bridge between the 
Global North and Global South. 

 

 Common Global Perspective: The BRICs called for the reform of multilateral institutions in order that they 
reflect the structural changes in the world economy and the increasingly central role that emerging markets now 
play. 

 

 Development Cooperation: It developed a common perspective on a wide range of global and regional issues; 
established the New Development Bank (NDB); created a financial stability net in the form of Contingency 
Reserve Arrangement; and is on the verge of setting up a Vaccine Research and Development Virtual Center. 

 
NEW DEVELOPMENT BANK (NDB) 

 
NDB is headquartered in Shanghai. At 
the Fourth BRICS Summit in New 
Delhi (2012) the possibility of setting up 
a new Development Bank was 
considered to mobilize resources for 
infrastructure and sustainable 
development projects in BRICS and 
other emerging economies, as well as in 
developing countries. During the Sixth 

BRICS Summit in Fortaleza (2014) the 
leaders signed the Agreement 
establishing the New Development 

Bank (NDB). The Fortaleza Declaration 
stressed that the NDB will strengthen 
cooperation among BRICS and will 
supplement the efforts of multilateral 
and regional financial institutions for 
global development thus contributing 
to sustainable and balanced growth. 
NDB’s key areas of operation are clean 
energy, transport infrastructure, 
irrigation, sustainable urban 
development and economic 
cooperation among the member 
countries. The NDB functions on a 
consultative mechanism among the 
BRICS members with all the member 
countries possessing equal rights. 
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1ST IN-PERSON MEETING OF QUAD COUNTRIES 
 
Recently, the US announced that the first in-person meeting of the Quad countries is 
going to be held in New York, US. The heads of all the four countries (India, Japan, 

Australia, and the US) are going to attend the meeting. Reacting to the upcoming 
summit, China criticized the Quad and said the formation of "exclusive cliques (circles)" 
targeting other countries runs counter to the trend of the times and is "doomed to fail". 
 

FORMATION OF THE QUAD 
 
Following the Indian Ocean Tsunami (2004), India, Japan, Australia, and the US created an informal alliance to 
collaborate on disaster relief efforts. In 2007, then PM of Japan, Shinzo Abe, formalised the alliance, as the 

Quadrilateral Security Dialogue or the Quad. The Quad was supposed to establish an Asian Arc of Democracy but 
was hampered by a lack of cohesion amongst its members and accusations that the group was nothing more than an 

anti-China bloc. In 2017, faced again with the rising threat of China, the four countries revived the Quad, broadening 
its objectives and creating a mechanism that aimed to slowly establish a rules-based international order. In 2020, the 
trilateral India-US-Japan Malabar naval exercises expanded to include Australia, marking the first official grouping 
of the Quad since its resurgence in 2017. Further, it was the first joint military exercises among the four countries in 
over a decade. In March 2021, the Quad leaders met virtually and later released a joint statement titled ‘The Spirit of 

the Quad,’ which outlined the group’s approach and objectives. 
 

PARTICIPATION IN MALABAR EXERCISE 
 
It is an annual trilateral naval exercise between the navies of India, Japan, and the USA  which is held alternately in 
the Indian and Pacific Oceans. It began as a bilateral naval exercise between India and the USA in 1992 and was 
expanded into a trilateral format with the inclusion of Japan in 2015. The Exercise is aimed to support free, open and 
inclusive Indo-Pacific and remain committed to a rules based international order. It is also aimed at interoperability 
with an emphasis on humanitarian assistance, surface war manoeuvres, anti-submarines warfare, counter-terror 
operations, gunnery training and aerial surveillance. 
 

OBJECTIVES OF THE QUAD 
 
According to the ‘Spirit of the Quad’, the group’s primary objectives include maritime 

security, combating the Covid-19 crisis, especially vis-à-vis vaccine diplomacy, 
addressing the risks of climate change, creating an ecosystem for investment in the region 
and boosting technological innovation. However, despite the Quad’s seeming 
commitment to a broad range of issues, its main focus area is still considered to be 
countering China. Quad members have also indicated a willingness to expand the 
partnership through a so-called Quad Plus that would include South Korea, New 
Zealand, and Vietnam amongst others. 

 
QUAD AND ITS LINKAGES WITH CHINA 

 
Each of the Quad members are threatened by China’s actions in the South China Sea and its attempts to extend its 
sphere of influence through initiatives such as the One Belt One Road Project. The US has long been concerned about 
the global competition with China and have maintained that China aims to subvert the international rules-based 

order. Japan and Australia are likewise both concerned about China’s expanding presence in the South and East 
China Seas. India has its own long pending border issues with China. On the other hand, China sees the existence of 
the Quad as part of a larger strategy to encircle China and has pressured countries like Bangladesh to avoid 
cooperating with the group. The Chinese foreign ministry accused the group of openly inciting discord among 
regional powers in Asia. 
 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR INDIA UNDER QUAD ARRANGEMENT 
 
Checkmating China: The maritime space is a lot more important to China than engaging in opportunistic land grab 
attempts in the Himalayas. A huge chunk of Chinese trade happens via the Indian oceanic routes that pass through 
maritime chokepoints. In the event of any Chinese aggression on borders, India by cooperation with Quad countries 
can potentially disrupt Chinese trade. Hence, unlike in the continental sphere where India seems facing a ‘nutcracker 

like situation’ due to China-Pakistan collusion, the maritime sphere is wide open to India to undertake coalition 
building, rule setting, and other forms of strategic exploration. 
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Emerging as a Net Security Provider: There is a growing great power interest in the maritime sphere, especially with 

the arrival of the concept of ‘Indo-Pacific’. For instance, many European countries have recently released their Indo-

Pacific strategies. With India, located right at the centre of the Indo-Pacific geopolitical imagination can realise the 
vision of a ‘broader Asia’ that can extend its influence away from geographical boundaries. Moreover, India can 

build around collective action in humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, monitoring shipping for search and 
rescue or anti-piracy operations, infrastructure assistance to climatically vulnerable states, connectivity initiatives and 
similar activities. Further, India with Quad countries can check imperialist policies of China in the Indian ocean 
region and ensure Security and growth for all in the region. 

 
ISSUES RELATED TO QUAD 

 

 Undefined Vision: Despite the potential for cooperation, the Quad remains a mechanism without a defined 

strategic mission. The Quad is not structured like a typical multilateral organisation and lacks a secretariat and 
any permanent decision-making body. Additionally, unlike NATO, the Quad does not include provisions for 
collective defence, instead choosing to conduct joint military exercises as a show of unity and diplomatic cohesion. 

 

 Maritime Grouping: The entire focus on the Indo-Pacific makes the Quad a maritime, rather than a land-based 
grouping, raising questions whether the cooperation extends to the Asia-Pacific and Eurasian regions. 

 

 India’s Aversion of Alliance System: The fact that India is the only member that is averse to a treaty alliance 
system, has slowed down the progress of building a stronger Quadrilateral engagement. 

 
CONCLUSION 

 
Need For Clear Vision: The Quad 
nations need to better explain the Indo-
Pacific Vision in an overarching 

framework with the objective of 
advancing everyone’s economic and 
security interests. This will reassure the 

littoral States that the Quad will be a 
factor for regional benefit, and a far cry 
from Chinese allegations that it is some 

sort of a military alliance. The 
forthcoming Ministerial meetings can be 
an opportunity to define the idea and 
chart a future path. 
 
Expanding Quad: India has many other 
partners in the Indo-Pacific, therefore 
India should pitch for countries like 
Indonesia, Singapore to be invited to join 
in the future. India should develop a 
comprehensive vision on the Indo-

Pacific which would ideate on the current 
and future maritime challenges, 
consolidate its military and non-military 
tools, engage its strategic partners. 
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ECONOMIC AFFAIRS 

IMF'S SPECIAL DRAWING RIGHTS 

 
The International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) 
has made an allocation 
of Special Drawing 

Rights (SDR) 12.57 
billion to India. (approx 
USD 17.86 billion).  
 
With this, the total SDR 

holding of India has gone upto SDR 13.66 billion 
(equivalent to around USD 19.41 billion). 
 
SDR is one of the components of the Foreign Exchange 
Reserves (FER) of India.  
 
Hence the Foreign Exchange Reserves (FER) has also 
increased now. IMF has allocated a total of SDR 456 
billion to all its member countries out of which India has 
got SDR 12.57. 
 

 IMF Headquarters: Washington, D.C. U.S. 

 IMF Managing Director and Chairman: Kristalina 
Georgieva. 

 IMF Chief Economist: Gita Gopinath. 

 

RUPAY LAUNCHED FOLLOW PAYMENT 

DISTANCING CAMPAIGN 

 
RuPay has launched a 
strategic campaign titled – 
#FollowPaymentDistanci

ng to promote and 
encourage contactless 
payments among 
customers.  
 
Due to COVID-19, 

customers have been following several norms and 
measures to stay safe by following healthy habits, self-
care routines, and social distancing.  

 
RuPay’s #FollowPaymentDistancing campaign 
encourages consumers to start ‘payment distancing’ and 
switch to contactless digital payments with RuPay 
Contactless Cards which is safe as well as time-
conserving. 
 
About Contactless payments: Contactless payments 
allow merchants to offer their consumers a safer, cleaner 
way to pay, reduce long queues at checkout counters, 
and more control over physical space during these 
tough times.  
 

The campaign aims to educate both the merchants and 

consumers about the benefits of using contactless 
payments during these unprecedented situations. 
 

NPCI & FISERV LAUNCHED 'NFINI 

PROGRAMME' 

 
National Payments 
Corporation of India 
(NPCI) in partnership 
with Fiserv Inc. to launch 
the plug-and-play RuPay 
credit card stack, ‘nFiNi’.  
 
nFiNi is a ready stack of 
services required for fintechs and banks to issue RuPay 
credit cards and will enable fintech to co-create bank-
sponsored credit cards. It is a BaaS (banking-as-a-
service) programme. 
 
About the platform: The nFiNi platform will power 
RuPay cards (including National Common Mobility 
Card) by offering access to needed services through the 
NPCI network combined with FirstVisionTM cloud-
based open API integrations from Fiserv. 
 
This will bring significant efficiencies for banking and 
fintech institutions at various levels in terms of 
operations and customer management.  
 
The programme will further enable these institutions to 
expand their market base to new-to-credit customers. 
 

 National Payments Corporation of India MD & 
CEO: Dilip Asbe. 

 National Payments Corporation of India 
Headquarters: Mumbai. 

 National Payments Corporation of India Founded: 
2008. 

 

WORLD BANK STOPS 'EASE OF DOING 

BUSINESSES REPORT' 

 
The World Bank 
Thursday said it would 
discontinue the practice 
of issuing the Doing 
Business report 

following an 
investigation prompted 
by internal reports of 
“data irregularities” in its 
2018 and 2020 editions (released in 2017 and 2019, 
respectively) and possible “ethical matters” involving 
bank staff.  
 



SM PRAVAHINI MONTHLY COMPENDIUM - SEPTEMBER 2021 WWW.SUCCESSMANTRA.IN 2021 

 
According to an investigation conducted by 
Washington-based law firm WilmerHale, World Bank 
staff members changed data on China to improve its 
ranking on the ease of doing business, under pressure 
from the office of the then-World Bank president Jim 
Yong Kim and the then-chief executive Kristalina 
Georgieva and one of her advisers. 
 
The reports were flagged by the World Bank for certain 
“improper data changes” made in case of four countries 
— China, Azerbaijan, Saudi Arabia and the UAE — at 
the behest of senior executives at the bank. 
 

Notably, in three reports, released in 2017, 2018 and 
2019, India ranked among the top 10 economies 
showing “the most notable improvement”.  
 
The latest report, published in October 2019, placed 
India at 63rd in Doing Business, compared with 77th in 
2018 and 100 in 2017. 
 
 
 
 

INDIA TO BECOME WORLD'S 3RD LARGEST 

IMPORTER BY 2050 

 
India could become the world’s third-largest importer 
by 2050, according to a report released by the UK’s 
Department of International Trade.  
 
With a 5.9 per cent share of global imports by 2050, the 
country will become the third-largest importer, 
following China and the United States. 

 
At present, India occupies the eighth spot on the list of 

the largest importing countries with a 2.8 per cent 
share.  
 
As per the Global Trade Outlook report, the country’s 
position on the list will jump to the fourth position by 
2030 with a 3.9 per cent share. 
 
About UK’s Department of International Trade: The 
Department for International Trade is a United 
Kingdom government department responsible for 
striking and extending trade agreements between the 

United Kingdom and foreign countries, as well as for 
encouraging foreign investment and export trade. 
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APPOINTMENTS 
PANKAJ KUMAR SINGH TAKE CHARGE AS 

NEW DG OF BSF 

 
Pankaj Kumar Singh, a 
1988-batch IPS officer 
from the Rajasthan 
cadre, has taken charge 
as the new Director 
General (DG) of the 
Border Security Force 
(BSF).  

 
Prior to this, he was serving as the special DG at the BSF 
headquarters in Delhi.  
 
The 58-year-old Pankaj Singh replaces IPS officer and 
Indo-Tibetan Border Police Director General (DG) SS 
Deswal who was holding the additional charge of BSF 
DG since July 2021. 

 
Apart from this, Sanjay Arora, 1988-batch IPS officers 
from Tamil Nadu cadre, has taken over as the new DG 
of the Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP). 

 

 BSF was formed on December 1, 1965. 

 BSF Headquarters: New Delhi. 

 ITBP Founded: 24 October 1962. 

 ITBP Headquarters: New Delhi, India. 

 

JB MOHAPATRA APPOINTED AS CHAIRMAN 

OF CBDT 

 
IRS officer JB Mohapatra 
was appointed as the 
chairman of the Central 
Board of Direct Taxes.  
 
His appointment was 
approved today by the 
Appointments 
Committee of the 

Cabinet (ACC). He has already served as the acting 
chairman of the CBDT. 
 
A 1985-batch IRS officer, Mohapatra was given the 
additional charge as CBDT chairman after the tenure of 
incumbent PC Mody ended this year in May.  
 
Earlier, Mohapatra had served as the principal chief 
commissioner of Income Tax for the Andhra Pradesh 
and Telangana region. 
 

 Central Board of Direct Taxes Established: 1924 

 Central Board of Direct Taxes Headquarters: New 
Delhi. 

 

ADIDAS ROPED IN MIRABAI CHANU FOR 

STAY IN PLAY CAMPAIGN 

 
Adidas has roped in 
Tokyo Olympic Silver-
medalist Mirabai Chanu 
as the face of its ‘‘Stay in 
Play” campaign for its 
latest product innovation 
designed to keep more 
menstruating women in 
sports.  
 
The new TechFit Period Proof tights, featuring an 
absorbent layer to help protect against leaks when worn 
with a tampon or pad. 
 
Such innovations showcase Adidas’ commitment to 
encourage and support women in sport.  
 
Adidas found that teenage girls are dropping out of 
sport at an alarming rate, with one of the key reasons 
being fear of period leakage. 
 

 Adidas Founder: Adolf Dassler. 

 Adidas Founded: 18 August 1949. 

 Adidas Headquarters: Herzogenaurach, Germany. 

 Adidas CEO: Kasper Rorsted. 

 

CAG GC MURMU ELECTED AS ASOSAI 

CHAIRMAN 

 
The Comptroller and 
Auditor General (CAG) of 
India, GC Murmu was 
elected as the chairman of 
the assembly of the Asian 
Organization of Supreme 
Audit Institutions 

(ASOSAI) for a period of 
three years from 2024 to 
2027.  
 
Murmu was elected by the 56th governing board of 
ASOSAI and approval for the same was conveyed by 
the 15th assembly of ASOSAI. India will host the 16th 
assembly of ASOSAI in 2024. 
 
The CAG, as the chairman, will be the chief executive of 
ASOSAI and represent ASOSAI in its dealings with 
national and international organisations. 
 
After the election, the CAG assured the members that 
during SAI India’s three-year term as chair of the 
ASOSAI, they will focus on the areas of environmental 
audit and leveraging emerging technologies for audit. 
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About the ASOSAI: The ASOSAI is one of the 
regional groups of the International Organisation of 
Supreme Audit Institutions (INTOSAI) which aims to 
promote understanding and cooperation among 
member institutions through the exchange of ideas and 
experiences in the field of public audit. 
 
Established in 1979 with 11 members, the membership 
of the ASOSAI consists of charter members, members 
and associate members.  
 
The membership has since grown to 47 SAIs. The 
assembly consists of all members of the organisation 
and meets once in three years. 
 

M. VENUGOPAL NAMED AS ACTING 

CHAIRPERSON OF NCLAT 

 
Justice M. Venugopal has 
been named as the new 
Acting Chairperson of 
the appellate tribunal, 
National Company Law 
Appellate Tribunal 
(NCLAT).  
 

This is the third time in a row that an Acting 
Chairperson is at the helm of the NCLAT, after the 
retirement of permanent Chairperson Justice S J . 
Mukhopadhaya on March 14, 2020. 
 
Justice Bansi Lal Bhat was the first Acting Chairperson 
from March 15, 2020, followed by Justice A I S Cheema 
from April 19, 2021, and subsequently Justice M. 
Venugopal from September 11, 2021. 
 
Who is Justice M. Venugopal? 
 
He is a former judge of the High Court of Madras. He 
had joined as a Sub-Judge in Tamil Nadu State Judicial 
Service on June 5, 1997, and later was elevated to 

Madras High Court in November 2007, where he had 
served for eleven-and-a-half years. 
 
About the NCLAT: The NCLAT was constituted under 
Section 410 of the Companies Act, 2013 for hearing 
appeals against the orders of the National Company 
Law Tribunal (NCLT). 
 
It is also an appellate tribunal for hearing appeals 
against the orders passed by NCLT under the 

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC), and by the 
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI). 
 
It is also the appellate tribunal to hear and dispose of 
appeals against any direction issued or decision made or 
order passed by the Competition Commission of India 
(CCI). 

SHEFALI JUNEJA: 1ST WOMAN 

CHAIRPERSON OF ICAO 

 
India's Shefali Juneja has 
been elected as the first 
woman Chairperson of the 
International Civil Aviation 
Organization (ICAO) 
Aviation Security 
Committee.   
 
India has taken up the 
responsibility of the ICAO Aviation Security Committee 
after a gap of 12 years.  
 
Shefali Juneja was previously serving as the Joint 

Secretary in the Civil Aviation Ministry and used to 
deal with International Agreements between 2012 and 
2019.  
 
She also served as the chief bilateral air services 
negotiator for India for six years. During her term, she 
helped transform bilateral air service negotiations by 
implementing Open Skies as per the National Civil 
Aviation Policy 2016. 
 
The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) 

is a specialized United Nations agency, which is funded 
by 193 countries to support their diplomacy and 
cooperation with regards to air transport. Its 
headquarters is located in Quebec, Canada. 
 

VR CHAUDHARI APPOINTED AS NEXT IAF 

CHIEF 

 
Vice Chief of the Indian 
Air Force Air Marshal, 
Vivek Ram Chaudhari 
has been appointed the 
next Chief of Air Staff.  

 
The current Chief of Air 
Staff Air Chief Marshal 
RKS Bhadauria is set to 
retire on September 30.  
 
Chaudhari had taken over as the vice chief on July 1 this 
year, after Air Marshal HS Arora retired. He is a 
recipient of the Param Vishisht Seva Medal, Ati Vishisht 
Seva Medal and the Vayu Sena Medals. 
 
Experience of  VR Chaudhari: He was commissioned in 
the fighter stream of the IAF in December 1982, he has a 
flying experience of more than 3,800 hours on a wide 
variety of fighter and trainer aircraft, including missions 
flown during Operation Meghdoot, the Air Force’s 
support to capture the Siachen glacier in the 1980s, and 
Operation Safed Sagar (the support provided by the 
IAF during the Kargil conflict in 1999). 
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An alumnus of the National Defence Academy and 

Defence Services Staff College, Wellington, Chaudhari 
has commanded a frontline fighter squadron and a 
fighter base during his career. 
 
He has also held various other positions including the 
Deputy Commandant, Air Force Academy; Assistant 
Chief of Air Staff Operations (Air Defence) and 
Assistant Chief of Air Staff (Personnel Officers). 
 

R. AGGARWAL AS DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC 

POLICY OF FB INDIA 

 
Facebook India appoints 
former IAS officer Rajiv 
Aggarwal as Director of 
Public Policy. 
 
The appointment of 
Aggarwal as Director of 
Public Policy will aid in 

defining and leading policy development initiatives for 
Facebook in India. 
 
Aggarwal has been appointed to cover a major agenda 
focusing on data protection, user safety, inclusion, 
privacy, and internet governance.  
 
Aggarwal will report directly to Ajit Mohan who is the 
Vice President and Managing Director of Facebook 
India. 
 
Former India Administrative Service (IAS) officer Rajiv 
Aggarwal was previously working with Uber as the 

Head of Public Policy for India and South Asia. Prior 
to that, in his career of 26 years as an IAS officer, he 

worked as a District Magistrate across several districts 
in Uttar Pradesh. 
 

K. SATYARTHI APPOINTED AS UN SDG 

GOALS ADVOCATE 

 
Nobel Peace Laureate 
Kailash Satyarthi has been 
appointed by UN 
Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres as a Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG) 

Advocate in the 76th UN 
General Assembly.  
 
Guterres appointed Satyarthi, STEM activist Valentina 
Munoz Rabanal, Microsoft President Brad Smith and K-
pop superstars BLACKPINK as new SDG Advocates. 
With this, the UN now has total of 16 SDG Advocates. 
 

About the SDG Advocates: 
 
The SDG Advocates use their considerable spheres of 

influence to reach new constituencies to act now and 
keep the promise of the Sustainable Development Goals 
for people and for the planet. 
 
The UN said climate action, bridging the digital divide, 
gender equality and the promotion of the rights of 
children are key issues to be championed by the new 
SDG Advocates. 
 
The SDG Advocates are prominent leaders in the world 
who work to mobilise action to deliver the 17 SDGs by 

2030, using their considerable spheres of influence. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

IDEAL MENTORING CYCLE BY SUCCESS MANTRA 
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AWARDS & HONOR 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF RAMON MAGSAYSAY 

AWARD 2021 

 
Ramon Magsaysay Award 
2021 awardees have been 
announced, the winners 
will be formally awarded 
the Magsaysay Award 
during the November 28 
event at the Ramon 
Magsaysay Centre in 

Manila.  
 
Among the awardees is Dr Firdousi Qadri of 
Bangladesh and Muhammad Amjad Saqib of Pakistan, 
as well as Philippine fisheries and community 
environmentalist Roberto Ballon, American citizen 
Steven Munsi, who works for humanitarian work and 
help refugees, and Indonesian WatchDoc for 
investigative journalism. 
 
List of awardees of Ramon Magsaysay Awards 2021: 
 
Muhammad Amjad Saqib: A visionary who founded 
one of the largest microfinance institutions in Pakistan, 
servicing millions of families. 
 
Firdausi Qadri: A Bangladeshi scientist who has been 
instrumental in discovering vaccines that have saved 
millions of lives. 
 
Steven Muncy: A humanitarian who has been helping 
the displaced refugees of Southeast Asia rebuild their 
lives. 
 
WatchDoc: A production house that ingeniously 
combines documentary filmmaking and alternative 
platforms to highlight underreported issues in 
Indonesia. 
 
Roberto Ballon: A fisherman from Southern Philippines 
who has led a community in restoring their rich aquatic 
resources and their primary source of livelihood. 
 

About the Ramon Magsaysay Award: The Ramon 
Magsaysay Award is Asia’s highest honor and is widely 
regarded as the region’s equivalent of the Nobel Prize.  
 
It celebrates the memory and leadership example of the 
third Philippine president after whom the award is 
named, and is given every year to individuals or 
organizations in Asia who manifest the same selfless 
service that ruled the life of the late and beloved Filipino 
leader. 
 
 

7TH YAMIN HAZARIKA WOMAN OF 

SUBSTANCE AWARD 

 
Writer Namita Gokhale 

has been chosen as the 
recipient of the seventh 
Yamin Hazarika Woman 
of Substance Award.  

 
She was conferred upon 
the honour recently in a 
virtual ceremony.  
 
She is a co-founder and co-director of the Jaipur 

Literature Festival, Gokhale also mentors Himalayan 
Echoes and the Kumaon Festival of Literature and the 
Arts. 
 
About the award: The award was organised by a 
collective of women professionals from the year 2015, 
the annual award honours Yamin Hazarika, the first 
woman from Northeast India to be selected for 
DANIPS, a federal police service that administered 
Delhi and the Union Territories in 1977. 

 

BEHLER TURTLE CONSERVATION AWARD 

 
Indian biologist 
Shailendra Singh has 
been awarded the Behler 
Turtle Conservation 
Award for bringing three 
critically endangered 
turtle conservation species 
back from the brink of 
extinction.  
 
Shailendra Singh was named to lead the Turtle 
Survival Alliance (TSA)/ Wildlife Conservation 
Society (WCS) India turtle programme. 
 
About the award: The award has been bestowed by 
several global bodies involved in turtle conservation 
such as Turtle Survival Alliance, IUCN/SSC Tortoise 
and Freshwater Turtle Specialist Group, Turtle 
Conservancy, and Turtle Conservation Fund.  
 
The Behler Turtle Conservation Award was 

established in 2006 to recognise outstanding 
achievements, contributions and leadership excellence 
in international turtle conservation and biology. 
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PRESIDENT PRESENTS NATIONAL 

TEACHERS' AWARD 2021 

 
National Teachers’ Award 2021 was awarded by 
President Ram Nath Kovind, September 5, 2021. 
President Kovind gave the awards to 44 finest teachers 
in the country for their dedicated contribution.  

 
The award is contributed to those who improve the 
quality of education for students and also inspire, enrich 
their lives.  
 

This year, the Ministry of 
Education released the 
name of 44 teachers, who 
would be conferred the 
National Teachers’ 
Award. Out of the total 44 
teachers, 9 of the 
awardees are women. 

 
Due to the prevailing COVID-19 situation, President 
Kovind addressed the teachers virtually. While 
highlighting the role and importance of teachers in one’s 
life, President Kovind expressed his gratitude to all the 
teachers who received the awards. 

 
 The award was also bestowed upon Pramod Kumar 
Shukla of Eklavya Model Residential School (EMRS), 
Chhattisgarh.  
 
It is the second award in a row for an EMRS established 
under the Ministry of Tribal Affairs. 
 

'ICRISAT' AWARDED WITH AFRICA FOOD 

PRIZE 2021 

 
Hyderabad-based 
International Crops 
Research Institute for 
the Semi-Arid Tropics 
(ICRISAT) has been 
awarded the Africa Food 

Prize for 2021 for 
improving food security 
in sub-Saharan Africa.  

 
The Tropical Legumes Project developed 266 varieties 

of improved legumes and half a million tons of seeds 
for a range of legume crops, including cowpeas, pigeon 
peas, chickpea, common bean, groundnut, and soybean.  
 
The improved seeds benefitted over 25 million farmers 
in climate-resilient approaches and to control pest 
outbreaks across the region. 
 
About ICRISAT: ICRISAT is a non-profit, non-political 
public international research organisation that conducts 
agricultural research for development in Asia and sub-

Saharan Africa with a wide array of partners 
throughout the world. 
 

ANAND KUMAR AWARDED WITH SWAMI 

BRAHMANAND AWARD 

 
Mathematician Anand Kumar was conferred with the 
Swami Brahmanand Award 2021 for his contribution in 
the field of education through his ‘Super 30’ initiative, 
which prepares underprivileged students for the IIT 
entrance exam.  
 
He received the award from professor Roop Kishore 

Shastri, the vice-chancellor of Haridwar’s Gurukula 
Kangri deemed university, at a function in the Rath area 
of Hamirpur district of Uttar Pradesh. 
 
The award carrying Rs 
10,000 in cash, a bronze 
medal, a bronze statue of 
Swami Brahmanand and 

a certificate is given every 
year to people who have 
done special work in the 
education sector or for the 
welfare of the cow. 
 
What is ‘Super 30’? 

 
‘Super 30’ is a coaching programme of Kumar’s Patna-

based Ramanujan School of Mathematics. It hunts for 
30 meritorious students from among economically 
backward sections of the society and shapes them to 
clear the test to get into the prestigious Indian 
Institutes of Technology (IIT). 
 
About the award: It has been instituted in the name of 
Swami Brahmananda, a freedom fighter, former MP and 
a saint known for his sacrifices and his contribution in 
the field of education. 
 
Friederike Irina Bruening, a German national, who has 
devoted her life to sick and abandoned cows in 
Mathura, received the first Swami Brahmanand Award 
for cow protection in 2019. 
 
Bruening, who is also known as Sudevi Dasi, is also a 

recipient of Padma Shri. In 2020, the award went to 
academician Dr Arun Kumar Pandey, who worked to 
strengthen India’s cultural and educational bonding in 
South Korea. 
 

SHEIKH HASINA AWARDED WITH 'SDG 

PROGRESS AWARD' 

 
The UN-sponsored Sustainable Development Solutions 
Network (SDSN) has conferred Prime Minister Sheikh 

Hasina with "SDG Progress Award" for Bangladesh's 
steady course in responding to the universal call to 
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action to end poverty, protect the planet and ensure 
peace and prosperity for all.  
 
The platform aims to mobilize global scientific and 

technological expertise to promote practical solutions 
for sustainable development and gauge the country-
specific competitiveness in development performances. 
 

Prime Minister Hasina is 
currently visiting the US 
to attend the 76th session 
of the United Nations 
General Assembly 
(UNGA). About the 
SDSN: The SDSN was set 
up in 2012 under the 

auspices of the UN Secretary-General.  
 
Led by development economist Jeffery Sachs, the 
SDSN seeks to mobilize global scientific and 
technological expertise to promote practical solutions 
for sustainable development. 
 

NIOS HONOURED WITH UNESCO'S LITERARY 

PRIZE 

 
National Institute of 
Open Schooling 
(NIOS), run by the 
education ministry, has 
bagged global 
recognition from 
UNESCO for its 
innovative approach 
towards education.  

 
The recognition is for educating differently-abled people 
through technology-enabled inclusive learning material. 
The NIOS move has a specific focus on Indian sign 
language-based content. 

 
By awarding NIOS the King Sejong Literacy Prize, the 
jury has recognized the value of providing for the 
unique educational and language needs of PwD learners 
by developing teaching content in sign language 
through digital mode.  

 
The award-winning programme focuses on the use of 
digital tools and local language to help persons with 
disabilities the option to access Indian Sign Language 
(ISL)-based content. 

 

NATIONAL FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE 

AWARD 2021 

 
The Florence Nightingale Award will be given to a 
nurse, Bhanumati Gheewala, from Sir Sayajirao General 
Hospital, Gujarat.  
 
She has been in charge of COVID-19 positive pregnant 

women’s deliveries as well as infant care. She worked 
in the gynaecology department as well in the paediatric 
ward.  
 
In 2019, when the wards of the hospital were 
waterlogged due to flood. She carried her duty in the 
gynaecology department and the pediatric ward. 
 
The Florence Nightingale Award is given by the Indian 

Nursing Council. This is a statutory agency under the 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, to recognise the 
contributions of healthcare workers. 
 
The delegates at the Eighth International Conference of 

Red Cross Societies created this commemorative 
International Nightingale Medal.  
 
It was established in London in 1907. This medal was 
meant to be awarded to those who have excelled in the 
profession of nursing. 
 
The International Committee of the Red Cross in 1912 

created the award. It is presented to nurses or nursing 
workers.  
 
It is given for “exceptional courage and devotion to the 
wounded, sick, or disabled, or to civilian victims of a 
conflict or disaster” or “exemplary services or a creative 
and pioneering spirit in the areas of public health or 
nursing education”.
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SPORTS  
130TH EDITION OF DURAND CUP KICKS OFF 

IN KOLKATA 

 
The 130th edition of the 

Durand Cup kicked off 
at the Vivekananda 
Yubabharati Krirangan 
in Kolkata. West Bengal 
CM Mamata Banerjee 
kicked the ball and 
inaugurated the 
tournament.  

 
16 teams are playing in this edition of the oldest club 
football tournament in Asia while two clubs East 

Bengal and Mohun Bagan are not participating. The 
final match will be held on 3rd October. 
 
About Durand Cup: The Durand Cup is a prestigious 
football tournament. It was first held in 1888, at 
Dagshai in Himachal Pradesh.  
 
This tournament has been named after Mortimer 

Durand. He was the then Foreign Secretary in charge of 
India. 
 

INDIA FINISHED 24TH WITH 19 MEDALS AT 

PARALYMPICS 

 
India finished their 
campaign at the Tokyo 
Paralympics 2020 with 
an all-time high of 19 
medals which includes 
five gold, eight silver, 
and six bronze.  
 
This is the best medal 

tally for India a single edition of the Paralympic Games. 
India is placed at 24th position in the overall medal 
tally out of a total of 162 nations. 

 
Indian Flag Bearers: Javelin thrower Tek Chand was 
the flag bearer at the opening ceremony of the Tokyo 
Paralympics. 
 
Shooter Avani Lekhara was India’s flag-bearer at the 
closing ceremony. 
 
India at Paralympics 2020: India sent its biggest ever 
contingent of 54 para-athletes at Tokyo Paralympics to 
compete across as many as 9 sporting disciplines at the 
Games. 
 

Prior to this, India had won a total of 12 Paralympics 
medals, since making its first appearance at the 
Paralympics in 1968, till the 2016 Rio. 
 
The Indian theme song of Paralympics 2020 “Kar de 
kamaal tu”. The composer and singer of the song is 
Sanjeev Singh, a Divyang cricket player from Lucknow. 
 
List of Indian medallists winners of Tokyo Paralympics 
2020: 
 
Gold Medal Winners 
 

 Athletics: Sumit Antil (Men’s Javelin Throw) 

 Badminton: Pramod Bhagat (Men’s Singles) 

 Badminton: Krishna Nagar (Men’s Singles) 

 Shooting: Manish Narwal (Mixed 50m Pistol) 

 Shooting: Avani Lekhara (Women’s 10m Air Rifle 
Standing) 

 
Silver Medal Winners 
 

 Athletics: Yogesh Kathuniya (Men’s Discus Throw) 

 Athletics: Nishad Kumar (Men’s High Jump) 

 Athletics: Mariyappan Thangavelu (Men’s High 
Jump) 

 Athletics: Praveen Kumar (Men’s High Jump) 

 Athletics: Devendra Jhajharia (Men’s Javelin Throw) 

 Badminton: Suhas Yathiraj (Men’s Singles) 

 Shooting: Singhraj Adhana (Mixed 50m Pistol) 

 Table Tennis: Bhavina Patel (Women’s Singles) 
 
Bronze Medal Winners 
 

 Archery: Harvinder Singh (Men’s Individual 
Recurve) 

 Athletics: Sharad Kumar (Men’s High Jump) 

 Athletics: Sundar Singh Gurjar (Men’s Javelin 
Throw)  

 Badminton: Manoj Sarkar (Men’s Singles) 

 Shooting: Singhraj Adhana (Men’s 10m Air Pistol) 

 Shooting: Avani Lekhara (Women’s 50m Rifle 3 
Positions) 

 
Tokyo Paralympics was the 16th Summer Paralympic 
Games, held in Tokyo, Japan from August 24, to 
September 05, 2021. 
 
Badminton and Taekwondo were inducted for the first 
time in the Tokyo Paralympics. 

 
Team China topped the final medal tally at Tokyo 
Paralympic Games. The country won a total of 207 
medals (96 golds, 60 silvers and 51 bronzes). United 
Kingdom (124) gets the second position followed by 
the USA(104). 
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This is the fifth consecutive time China dominated 

Paralympic Games in both gold medal tally and overall 
medal tally. 
 
The closing ceremony was entitled ‘Harmonious 
Cacophony’ and involved both able-bodied actors and 
others with disabilities. The theme was described by 
organizers as a ‘world inspired by the Paralympics, one 
where differences shine’. 
 

1ST INDIAN WOMAN TO WIN TWO MEDALS 

AT PARALYMPICS 

 
Avani Lekhara won the 
bronze medal in the 
women’s 50m rifle 3 
positions SH1 event with 
a score of 445.9 to 
become the first Indian 
woman to win two 
medals at the 
Paralympics.  

 
Lekhara had also won gold in the 10m air rifle standing 
SH1 event. 
 
India’s medal tally now stands at 12 at these 
Paralympics. It has now won two golds, six silvers and 

four bronze medals.  
 
This is India’s best tally at a single edition of the Para 
Games. It had won four medals at Rio 2016 and four at 
the 1984 Paralympics. 
 

IOC SUSPENDS NORTH KOREA FROM 2022 

BEIJING OLYMPICS 

 
North Korea was 
formally suspended 
from the 2022 Beijing 
Winter Olympics by the 
International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) on 
10th Sept as punishment 
for refusing to send a 
team to the Tokyo 

Games citing the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
IOC president Thomas Bach said the North Korean 
national Olympic body will also now forfeit money it 
was due from the previous Olympics.  
 
The unspecified amount — potentially millions of 
dollars — had been withheld because of international 
sanctions. 
 

 International Olympic Committee Headquarters: 
Lausanne, Switzerland. 

 International Olympic Committee President: 
Thomas Bach. 

 International Olympic Committee Founded: 23 June 
1894 (Paris, France). 

 

MALINGA RETIRES FROM ALL FORMS OF 

CRICKET 

 
Lasith Malinga has 
announced his 
retirement from T20 
cricket after 295 
matches where he 
picked 390 wickets.  
 
He had already retired 
from Tests in 2011 and 

from ODIs in 2019. The Sri Lanka pacer had also 
announced his retirement from franchise cricket in 
January this year after being released by Mumbai 
Indians. 
 
Malinga was the first bowler to bag 100 T20I wickets 
before ending with 107 scalps. He finishes fourth in the 
highest wicket-taker category in the list behind Dwayne 
Bravo, Imran Tahir and Sunil Narine. 
 
Malinga, one of the best T20 bowlers of all time, was a 
crucial figure in the teams he represented in the Indian 
Premier League, Big Bash League, Caribbean Premier 

League, and other franchise tournaments.  
 
He was part of four of the five IPL championship wins 
with Mumbai Indians but had opted out of the 2020 
tournament. 
 

MS DHONI AS MENTOR OF INDIAN TEAM FOR 

T20 WORLDCUP 

 
BCCI announced that the 
former India captain MS 
Dhoni will mentor the 

team for the tournament, 
which will be played in 
UAE and Oman in October 
and November.  
 
He announced his 
retirement from international limited-overs cricket on 
August 15, 2020. 
 
Dhoni had last played for India in the 2019 ICC World 

Cup semi-final against New Zealand.  
 
Dhoni, who leads Chennai Super Kings, is a three-time 
IPL-winning captain and has brought home three major 
ICC trophies — World T20, Champions Trophy and 
World Cup. 
 

 Secretary of BCCI: Jay Shah. 

 President of BCCI: Sourav Ganguly. 

 Headquarters of BCCI: Mumbai, Maharashtra. 
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 Founded: December 1928. 
 

BEIJING WINTER OLYMPICS 2022 UNVEILED 

OFFICIAL MOTTO 

 
The Beijing 2022 Winter 

Olympics unveiled its 
official motto, “Together 
for a Shared Future”, 
during a ceremony at the 
city’s Capital Museum.  
 
The motto was chosen 
after a lengthy process that 

included a total of 79 different proposals. This motto 
embodies the Olympic spirit, the Chinese way of 
revealing the Olympic spirit. 
 
That’s because ‘together’ embodies a type of unity, 
cohesion and a way of overcoming difficulties.  
 
The Games will be held from February 4-20, with 
Beijing set to become the first city to host both the 
Summer and Winter Olympics. 
 
 

LEWIS HAMILTON BECOMES 1ST F1 RACER 

TO WIN 100 RACES 

 
Lewis Hamilton finished first in the Russian Grand Prix 
on September 26 and 
became the first-ever 
Formula-one driver who 
reached his 100 wins. 
 
Hamilton finished over 53 
seconds ahead of the 
second-placed Max 

Verstappen. Lewis Hamilton, the seven-time World 
Champion, overhauled the long-time race leader Lando 
Norris late on. 
 
Hamilton also moved to the top of the driver’s 
championship standings ahead of Verstappen. 
Hamilton is already holding the record for most F1 
wins. 

 
Hamilton is a British racing driver and currently 

competes in Formula One for Mercedes. He has 
previously driven for McLaren from 2007 to 2012. 
 
He dramatically won his maiden title and became the 
then-youngest Formula One World Champion in 
history. 
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DATES & DAYS 

NATIONAL TEACHERS' DAY: 5TH 

SEPTEMBER 

 
The 5th of September is 
celebrated as teacher’s 
day all over India.  
 
This day is celebrated as 
the teacher’s day to mark 
the birthday of Dr 
Sarvepalli 
Radhakrishnan who was 

once the former president of our country.  
 
He was once a philosopher, a scholar, and the Bharat 
Ratna Awardee. He was the second President of India 
(1962 to 1967) and the first Vice President of India (1952–
1962).  
 
The Ministry of Education offers the National Teachers 
Awards on this event each year. In 2021, the President of 
India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind will confer National 
Awards on forty four teachers from throughout the 
country. 
 
In 1962, Dr. Radhakrishan grew to be the 2nd 

President of Independent India. The predominant 
importance to celebrate this day is that Dr 
Radhakrishan’s students approached him to enable 
them to rejoice his birthday as a one-of-a-kind day.  
 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF CLEAN AIR FOR 

BLUE SKIES 

 
The International Day of 
Clean Air for blue skies is 
observed globally on 
September 07 to promote 
and facilitate actions to 
improve air quality.  
 
It is an UN-recognised 
day that aims to raise 

public awareness at all levels (individual, community, 
corporate and government) that clean air is important 
for health, productivity, the economy and the 
environment. 
 
Theme of the day: The 2021 theme for the International 
Day of Clean Air for blue skies is “Healthy Air, Healthy 

Planet” which emphasizes the health aspects of air 
pollution, especially considering the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
 
This year’s focus is on prioritizing the need for healthy 
air for all while keeping the conversation broad enough 

to encompass other critical issues such as climate 
change, human and planetary health as well as the 
Sustainable Development Goals.  

 
The day serves as a rallying call to action to align our 
efforts and claim our right to clean air. 
#HealthyAirHealthyPlanet. 
 
History of the day: The United Nations General 
Assembly adopted the Resolution to hold an 
International Day of Clean Air for blue skies on 
December 19, 2019, during its 74th session and invited 
the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).  
 

The inaugural edition of the International Day of Clean 
Air for blue skies was held in 2020. 
 

INTERNATIONAL LITERACY DAY: 8TH 

SEPTEMBER 

 
International Literacy 

Day is observed globally 
on 8th September every 
year.  
 
The day spread 
awareness about the 
importance of literacy 
for individuals, communities, and societies and the need 
for intensified efforts towards more literate societies.  
 
The theme of 55th International Literacy Day is 
Literacy for a human-centred recovery: Narrowing the 
digital divide. 
 

History of International Literacy Day: The 8th of 
September was proclaimed International Literacy Day 

by UNESCO in 1966 to remind the international 
community of the importance of literacy for individuals, 
communities and societies, and the need for intensified 
efforts towards more literate societies. It was celebrated 
for the first time in 1967. 
 

 UNESCO headquarters: Paris, France. 

 UNESCO Head: Audrey Azoulay. 

 UNESCO Founded: 16 November 1945. 
 

FOOD PROCESSING WEEK: 6TH TO 12TH 

SEPT. 

 
To commemorate 75 years of India’s independence, the 
Government of India is celebrating the ‘Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav.’  
 

As a part of the celebration, the Ministry of Food 
Processing Industries is observing ‘Food Processing 
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Week’ from 6th to 12th September 2021, under which, 
the Ministry is organizing various programs. 
 

The Ministry launched 
the ‘Food Processing 
Week’, 6th September 
2021, through an official 
video on social media 
platforms. 
 
The success story of the 

beneficiary of the PM Formalisation of Micro Food 
Processing Enterprises (PMFME) scheme, Smt. Radhika 
Kamat was also published on the Ministry’s website 
in the ‘Atmanirbhar Enterprises’ series. 

 

 Union Minister of Food Processing Industries: 
Pashupati Kumar Paras. 

 Minister of State for Food Processing Industries: 
Prahlad Singh Patel. 

 

WORLD SUICIDE PREVENTION DAY: 10TH 

SEPTEMBER 

 
International Association for Suicide Prevention 

(IASP) observes World Suicide Prevention Day 

(WSPD) on 10 September every year.  
 
The purpose of this day is to raise awareness around the 
globe that suicide can be prevented.  
 
The theme for the 2021 World Suicide Prevention Day is 
“Creating hope through action”. 
 
History of World Suicide Prevention Day: The 
International Association for Suicide Prevention 

(IASP) collaborates with the World Health Organization 
(WHO) and the World Federation for Mental Health 
(WFMH) to host World Suicide Prevention Day with 
various activities around the world since 2003. 
 
IASP Founded by the late Professor Erwin Ringel and 
Dr Norman Farberow in 1960. 

 

WORLD EV DAY OBSERVED ON 9TH 

SEPTEMBER 

 
World EV Day is 
observed on September 
9 every year.  
 
The day marks the 
celebration of e-mobility. 
Special awareness 
campaigns are organised 

globally to educate people about the benefits of electric 
vehicles. World EV Day was an initiative created by 
the sustainability media company GreenTV. 
 

The first World EV day was observed in 2020. China is 
the largest EV market in the world.  

 
It was largely a social media campaign that encouraged 
drivers to recognise the benefits of electric vehicles and 
make a commitment that the next car they drive will be 
electric and not run on conventional fuels. 

 

INT. DAY OF DEMOCRACY OBSERVED ON 

15TH SEPT. 

 
International Day of 

Democracy is observed 
globally on 15th 
September every year.  
 
It was established 
through a resolution 
passed by the UN 

General Assembly in 2007, for promoting and 
upholding the principles of democracy and provides an 
opportunity to review the state of democracy in the 
world. 
 
The theme for 2021 International Day of Democracy is 
“Strengthening democratic resilience in the face of 
future crises”. 

 
History of the day: The Day was proclaimed by the UN 

General Assembly through a resolution in 2007 to 
strengthen national programmes devoted to the 
promotion and consolidation of democracy.  
 
The day was observed for the first time in 2008. 
Democracy is as much a process as a goal, and only with 
the full participation of and support by the international 
community, national governing bodies, civil society and 
individuals, can the ideal of democracy be made into a 
reality to be enjoyed by everyone, everywhere. 
 

NATIONAL ENGINEER'S DAY: 15TH 

SEPTEMBER 

 
In India, Engineer’s Day is celebrated on September 15 

every year. The day is celebrated to recognise the 
contribution of engineers in the development of the 
nation.  
 
The day marks the birth anniversary of the engineering 
pioneer of India, Sir Mokshagundam Vishweshvaraya, 
(popularly known as Sir MV).  
 

He was awarded ‘Bharat Ratna’ for his exceptional 

contribution to the building of India in 1955. He has 
also conferred the British knighthood and served as 
Diwan of Mysore from 1912 to 1918. 
 
Engineers’ Day: History 
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In 1968, the Indian government declared Sir M 

Visvesvaraya’s birth anniversary as Engineers’ Day. Sir 
MV was regarded as the “Father of Modern Mysore”.  

 
Since then, this day is celebrated to honour and 
acknowledge all engineers who have contributed and 
still do so to build a modern and developed India. 

 

WORLD ALZHEIMER'S DAY OBSERVED ON 

21ST SEPTEMBER 

 
The globe acknowledges 
World Alzheimer’s Day 
every year on 21 

September. The day 
aims at raising 
awareness about the 
disease, dementia, 
common symptoms, 
and risk factors 

attached to it.  
 
In many countries, World Alzheimer’s Day is observed 
throughout the month. The day also raises awareness 
about the severity of Alzheimer’s disease and its causes. 

 
History of World Alzheimer's Day: Alois 
Alzheimer, a German psychiatrist, identified this illness 
for the first time in 1901 in a 50-year-old German lady. 
That is the reason why the disorder was named after the 
psychiatrist. 
 
On its tenth anniversary which was celebrated in 1994, 
the organisation announced the inaugural of World 
Alzheimer’s Day. They decided to celebrate it on 21 
September every year. However, World Alzheimer’s 
Month was recognised in the year 2012. 
 

WORLD PATIENT SAFETY DAY: 17TH 

SEPTEMBER 

 
World Patient Safety Day 
is observed on September 

17 to create a global 
awareness for patient 
safety and urge people to 
show their commitment to 
making healthcare safer.  
 

The Day brings together patients, families, caregivers, 
communities, health workers, health care leaders and 
policy-makers to show their commitment to patient 
safety.  
 
The theme for 2021 WPSD is ‘Safe maternal and 
newborn care’. 

 
History of the day: World Patient Safety Day – 
established by the World Health Assembly in 2019 
through resolution WHA72.6 on “Global action on 

patient safety” is observed annually on 17 September. It 
was adopted at the 72nd World Health Assembly on 25 
May 2019. 
 

WORLD BAMBOO DAY OBSERVED ON 18TH 

SEPTEMBER 

 
Every year on 18 
September the World 
Bamboo Day is observed 
across the globe. The day is 
marked to raise awareness 
around the world for the 
conservation and 
promotion of the bamboo 
industry as well as of 
bamboo plantation.  
 
This special day is marked by the World Bamboo 

Organisation (WBO), which aims to protect natural 
resources and the environment at large.  
 
The organisation also intends to ensure sustainable 

utilisation of bamboo, as well as promote traditional 
uses for economic development of local communities. 
 
The theme for the 12th edition of WBD 2021 is 
‘#PlantBamboo: It Is Time To Plant Bamboo’ 
 

History of the day: WBD was officially declared by the 
World Bamboo Organization on September 18 at the 8th 
World Bamboo Congress held in Bangkok in 2009.  
 

NMCG ORGANISED HIMALAYAN DIWAS ON 

SEPTEMBER 9 

 

The National Mission for Clean Ganga organized 
Himalayan Diwas on September 09, 2021, in association 
with Naula Foundation.  
 
This year’s theme is 
‘Contribution of 
Himalayas and our 

responsibilities’. The event 
was part of the ongoing 
celebration of ‘Azadi ka 
Amrit Mahotsav’. 
 
Himalaya Diwas is celebrated every year on 9th 

September in the state of Uttarakhand. It is celebrated 
with the aim to conserve the Himalayan ecosystem and 
region.  
 
It was officially declared as Himalaya Day in 2015 by 
the then Chief Minister. 
 

 Uttarakhand Founded: 9 November 2000. 

 Uttarakhand Governor: Lt Gen Gurmit Singh. 

 Uttarakhand Chief Minister: Pushkar Singh Dhami. 
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 Uttarakhand Capitals: Dehradun (Winter), Gairsain 

(Summer). 
 

WORLD FIRST AID DAY OBSERVED ON 11TH 

SEPTEMBER 

 
World First Aid Day is 
observed on the second 
Saturday of September 
every year. In 2021 the 
day is being observed on 
September 11, 2021.  
 
The day is an annual 

campaign aimed at promoting the importance of first 

aid training and increasing its accessibility to save 
more lives in a crisis.  
 
When a person suffers from minor or serious injury or 
illness, the first and immediate assistance given to the 

patient is termed as ‘First Aid’. The theme for World 
First Aid Day 2021 is ‘First aid and road safety’, 
according to the International Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC). 
 
World First Aid Day: In 2000, World First Aid Day was 
established by the IFRC and for more than 100 years, 
this organisation has been providing first aid services to 
people.  
 
The history of this day dates back to 1859 when a young 
businessman, Henry Dunant, saw the carnage at the 
battle of Solfrino. 

 

WORLD MARITIME DAY OBSERVED ON 30TH 

SEPTEMBER 

 
World Maritime Day is 
observed every year across 
the globe by the 
International Maritime 
Organisation (IMO).  
 
The day is observed 
annually on the last 
Thursday of September to 

acknowledge and honour seafarers. This year, the 
special day is being marked today, 30 September. 
 
The day is also recognised and appreciated the 

significance of the maritime industry. It encourages 
people to consider issues of maritime security, safety, 
maritime environment, and shipping. 
 
The global shipping industry has played a vital role in 
the global response to the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
world witnessed the professionalism and sacrifice of 
seafarers who carried out their duties. 
 

Theme: This year, the theme for World Maritime Day 

is “Seafarers: At the core of shipping’s future”. It aims 
to extend the visibility of seafarers by focusing on the 
vital roles they play. 
 
History: World Maritime Day was instituted by the 

United Nations (UN) in 1948. The international 
conference in Geneva passed a convention establishing 
the IMO in order to celebrate the contribution of the 
maritime sector towards the global economy. 
 
Then in 1982, the IMO took the name 
Intergovernmental Maritime Consultative 
Organization (IMCO). Later, on 17 March 1978, World 
Maritime Day was celebrated for the first time. 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE: 21ST 

SEPTEMBER 

 
Every year on 21 
September, International 

Day of Peace is observed 
and celebrated across the 
world.  
 
Also known as World 

Peace Day, the occasion 
aims to strengthen peace 
across nations by observing 
24 hours of non-violence and ceasefire. 
 
Furthermore, it is a day completely devoted to 
promoting global solidarity for building a peaceful and 
sustainable world.  
 
Apart from living in harmony, the day seeks to remind 
people and nations to think about the importance of 
universal peace. In recent times there has been a surge 

in discrimination, hatred and stigma across the world 
that has costed more lives instead of saving them.  
 
Therefore as the world heals from the COVID-19 
pandemic, the day gives us the opportunity to think 
creatively and collectively about how to help everyone 
recover better, how to build resilience, and how to 
transform the world into one that is more equal, more 
just, equitable, inclusive, sustainable, and healthier. 

 

WORLD RHINO DAY OBSERVED ON 22ND 

SEPTEMBER 

 
World Rhino Day is 
observed globally on 22 
September every year.  
 
This day provides the 
opportunity for cause-
related organizations, 
NGOs, zoos, and members 
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of the public to celebrate rhinos in their own unique 
ways.  
 
This day is celebrated to raise awareness of the need to 
protect all the five existing species of Rhinoceros, which 
are: Black Rhino, White Rhino, Greater one-horned 
Rhino, Sumatran Rhino and Javan Rhinos. 

 
History of World Rhino Day: World Rhino Day was 
first announced by World Wildlife Fund-South Africa 

in 2010 and is being observed internationally since 2011. 
 

SEPTEMBER 25TH TO BE OBSERVED AS 

'ANTYODAYA DIWAS' 

 
Urban Development 
Minister M. Venkaiah 
Naidu on Thursday 
announced that the 
government has decided 
to observe September 25 
as 'Antyodaya Diwas' 
every year to mark the 
birth anniversary of 

erstwhile Bharatiya Jana Sangh and BJP icon Pandit 
Deendayal Upadhyaya.  
 
"The Government of India has decided to observe 25th 

September as Antyodaya Diwas. The birthday of 

Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya, one of the great thinkers 
and philosophers of the nationalist movement of the 
country.  
 
"Antyodaya means uplifting the poorest of the poor. 
Reaching the person in the last mile, that is the message 
of this Antyodaya.  

 
About Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya: 
 
Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya, born in Mathura in 1916 
was one of the key leaders of Bharatiya Jana Sangh from 
which the BJP later emerged. He was the leader of the 
Bharatiya Jana Sangh from 1953 to 1968.  
 
Deendayal Upadhyaya was a humanist, economist, 
journalist, philosopher and abled statesman. 
 
Deendayal Upadhyaya was introduced to the Rashtriya 

Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) by his classmate named 
Baluji Mahashabde. Deendayal Upadhyaya cleared the 
civil services examination.  
 
He, however, didn’t join the service and became a 
volunteer of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS). 

 
In the 1940s, Deendayal Upadhyaya launched ‘Rashtra 

Dharma’, a monthly journal, from Uttar Pradesh’s 
Lucknow for spreading the ideology of Hindutva 
nationalism. Later, he started ‘Panchjanya’, a weekly 
magazine, and a daily, ‘Swadesh’. 

WORLD TOURISM DAY OBSERVED ON 27TH 

SEPTEMBER 

 
World Tourism Day is 
observed on 27 September 
annually to raise 
awareness about the 
significance of tourism and 
how it affects social, 
political, cultural, and 
economic values globally.  
 
The day is marked to highlight the importance of the 
tourism sector in promoting and preserving cultures 
and heritage around the world. 
 
World Tourism Day also acknowledges the 
contributions the tourism sector can make towards 
attaining the Sustainable Development Goals.  

 
In times of the pandemic, as the tourism sector remains 
one of the worst affected sectors, here’s a look at the 
history and significance of the day. 
 
History: On 27 September 1970, the statutes of the 
United Nations World Tourism Organization 
(UNWTO) were adopted.  
 
Five years later, these statues, considered a milestone in 
global tourism, paved the way for the establishment of 
the UNWTO. 
 
The UNWTO celebrated the first World Tourism Day 

on 27 September, 1980, to mark the occasion of its 
establishment. Ever since then, the day has been marked 
across the world. 
 
Theme: This year, the theme of World Tourism Day is 
“Tourism for Inclusive Growth,” focusing on growth 
and inclusive recovery. The UNWTO is focusing on the 
fact that there are people behind every tourism statistic 
and aims to acknowledge the same. 
 

WORLD ENVIRONMENT HEALTH DAY ON 

26TH SEPTEMBER 

 
The International 
Federation of 
Environmental Health 
(IFEH) declared to observe 
World Environmental 
Health Day on 26 
September every year.  
 
This day is celebrated to 
shed the light on important work of environmental 

health around the world. The day is important in the 
current situation as most parts of the world continue to 
recover from the ongoing coronavirus pandemic 
situation.  
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In such times, the importance of the Environmental 
Health workforce has been highlighted more than ever 
before. 
 
The theme for the 2021 World Environmental Health 
Day: Prioritizing Environmental Health for healthier 
communities in the global recovery. 

 
History of the day: In 2011, the International 

Federation of Environmental Health (IFEH) declared to 
observe World Environmental Health Day on 26 
September. The day was started by the Federation 
during a meeting in Indonesia on this day in 2011. 
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REPORT & INDEXES 
 

IIT MADRAS REGAINS TOP POSITION IN NIRF 

INDIA RANKINGS 

 
The Union Minister of 
Education, Dharmendra 
Pradhan released the 
NIRF India Rankings 

2021, on September 09, 
2021, through video 
conferencing.  
 

The NIRF India Rankings 2021 is the sixth edition of 
the annual list which ranks higher educational 
institutions in the country based on objective criteria to 
promote competitive excellence.  
 
In Overall Winner: The Indian Institute of Technology 

(IIT) Madras has retained the top spot in the overall 
category. 
 
List of Winners: 

 

 Overall: Indian Institute of Technology Madras (IIT 
Madras) 

 University: Indian Institute of Science, (IISc) 
Bangaluru 

 Management: Indian Institute of Management (IIM) 
Ahmedabad 

 College: Miranda House, Delhi 

 Pharmacy: Jamia Hamdard, New Delhi 

 Medical: All India Institute of Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS) Delhi 

 Engineering: Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), 
Madras 

 Architecture: Indian Institute of Technology, 
Roorkee 

 Dental: Manipal College of Dental Sciences, Udupi 

 Law: National Law School of India University 
(NLSUI), Bengaluru 

 Research Institutions: Indian Institute of Science, 
(IISc) Bangalore 

 

INDIA RANKED GLOBAL INNOVATION INDEX 

2021 

 
India has climbed two spots and has been ranked 46th 
by the World Intellectual Property Organization in the 
Global Innovation Index 2021 rankings, an official 
statement said on Monday.  
 

It further said India has 
been on a rising 
trajectory over the past 
several years in the 
Global Innovation 
Index (GII) and rose 
from a rank of 81 in 
2015 to 46 in 2021. 
 
The consistent improvement in the GII ranking is owing 
to the immense knowledge capital, the vibrant startup 
ecosystem and the amazing work done by the public 
and the private research organisations. 
 
The Scientific Departments like the Department of 
Atomic Energy; the Department of Science and 
Technology; the Department of Biotechnology and the 

Department of Space have played a pivotal role in 
enriching the National Innovation Ecosystem. 
 
Over the years, the GII has established itself as a policy 
tool for various governments and helped them to reflect 
upon the existing status quo, it added. 
 

FSSAI'S 3RD STATE FOOD SAFETY INDEX 

 
Health Minister Mansukh 
Mandaviya on September 
20, 2021, released the 
Food Safety and 
Standards Authority of 
India (FSSAI) 3rd State 

Food Safety Index to 
measure the performance 
of states across 5 
parameters of food safety.  
 
9 leading states and Union Territories (UTs) were 
felicitated based on the ranking for the year 2020-2021 
for their work towards ensuring food safety for citizens. 
 
In 2021, FSSAI’s 3rd State Food Safety Index showcased 
Gujarat as a top-ranking state, followed by Kerala, 

Tamil Nadu, Goa, Meghalaya, and Manipur. Among 
UTs, Jammu & Kashmir, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 
and New Delhi were among the top ranks. 
 
During the event, Mandaviya also flagged off 19 Mobile 
Food Testing Vans Food Safety on Wheels to boost the 
food safety ecosystem across India. The total number of 
Mobile Food Testing Vans in India is now 109. 
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

DRDO SUCCESSFULLY TEST-FIRED AKASH 

PRIME MISSILE 

 
The Defence Research 
and Development 
Organisation (DRDO) 
has carried successful 
maiden test flight of a 
new version of the Akash 
Missile named ‘Akash 
Prime’ from Integrated 
Test Range (ITR), 

Chandipur, Odisha.  

 
The success of the test flight demonstrates the 

competence of DRDO in the design and development 
of world-class Missile systems.  
 
The missile intercepted and destroyed an unmanned 
aerial target mimicking enemy aircraft, in its maiden 
flight test after improvements. 
 
In comparison to the existing Akash System, Akash 
Prime is equipped with an indigenous active Radio 

Frequency (RF) seeker for improved accuracy. 
 
Other improvements also ensure more reliable 
performance under low-temperature environments at 
higher altitudes.  
 
A modified ground system of the existing Akash 
weapon system has been used for the current flight test. 
The range stations of ITR comprising Radars, Electro-

Optical Tracking System (EOTS) and Telemetry 
stations monitored the missile trajectory and flight 
parameters. 
 

INDIA HISTORIC DEAL WITH AIRBUS FOR C-

295 AIRCRAFT 

 
India signed a contract 
worth Rs 20,000 crore 
with Airbus Defence and 
Space of Spain to procure 
56 C-295 military 
transport aircraft.  
 
The C-295 military 

transport aircraft will replace Indian Air Force's Avro-
748 planes. 
 
The procurement has been long pending and it received 
formal approval from the Union Cabinet Committee on 
Security two weeks ago.  
 

While few of the aircraft will be procured in a fly-away 
condition, others will be manufactured and assembled 
by the Tata Advanced Systems (TASL). 

 
Out of the total 56 aircraft, 16 C-295 aircraft will be 
delivered in a flyaway condition within 48 months of 
signing by the Airbus Defence and Space.  
 
The remaining 40 planes will be manufactured in India 
within 10 years of signing the contract. It will be 
manufactured by a consortium led by Airbus Defence 
and Space and Tata Advanced Systems Limited 
(TASL). 
 

MOD ORDERS FOR ARJUN MK-1A BATTLE 

TANKS 

 
Ministry of Defence will procure 118 Main Battle 

Tanks, MBTs Arjun Mk-1A for the Indian Army.  
 
The order was worth Rs 7,523 crore with Heavy 
Vehicles Factory, Avadi 
to sharpen the army’s 
combat edge. It will 
support the Make in India 
initiative in the defence 
sector and it will help in 
achieving the goal of 
Aatmanirbhar Bharat. 
 
About the Arjun Mk-1A Tank: The Main Battle Tank 
Mk-1A is a new variant of the Arjun Tank. It has been 
designed to enhance firepower, mobility, and 
survivability. 
 
Arjun Tank has been part of the Indian Army for the last 
15 years. It has been designed and developed by 
Combat Vehicles Research and Development 
Establishment (CVRDE). 
 
It will be manufactured at the government’s Heavy 

Vehicles Factory in Chennai. It can work during day 
and night conditions and can hit the target in both static 
and dynamic modes. 
 

NORTH KOREA TESTED HYPERSONIC 

MISSILE HWASONG-8 

 
North Korea successfully 
tested a new hypersonic 

missile called Hwasong-8, 
in a bid to increase the 
nation’s capabilities for self-
defence.  
 
The missile was one of the 
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five most important new weapons systems laid out by 
North Korea in the five-year military development 
plan.  
 
This was the country’s third missile test in a month. 
Earlier it tested a new type of cruise missile, as well as 
a new train-launched ballistic missile system. 
 

Hypersonic missiles are much faster and more agile 
than normal ones, making them much harder for missile 
defence systems to intercept. 
 
North Korea joins a small pool of countries, including 

the United States, Russia, China and India, in 
attempting to develop the weapons.  
 
In July Russia announced that it had successfully 
launched a hypersonic missile which reached a speed of 
8659.88km/h (5381mph) from a frigate in the White Sea. 
 

1ST SPACETECH START-UP TO TIE UP WITH 

ISRO 

 
A Hyderabad-based Space technology startup, Skyroot 

Aerospace has become the first private company to 
formally enter into an agreement with the Indian Space 

Research Organisation (ISRO).  
 

The Framework MoU will allow the company to 
undertake multiple tests and access facilities at various 
ISRO centres and avail the technical expertise of ISRO 
for testing and qualifying their space launch vehicle 
systems and subsystems. 
 
The agreement was signed by R Umamaheswaran, 
scientific secretary at ISRO and chairman at Interim IN-
SPACe Committee, and Pawan Chandana, who is the 
CEO of Skyroot Aerospace. 
 
About the Skyroot 
Aerospace: Skyroot, 
founded by former ISRO 
scientists, is building the 
Vikram series of rockets to 
carry small satellites into 
space. 
 
The startup has already test fired its solid propulsion 

rocket engine named Kalam-5, whose bigger version 
will power its rockets. 
 
Skyroot Aerospace is building the Vikram series of 

rockets to carry small satellites into space. The first 
launch vehicle in the series, Vikram-1 is scheduled to be 
launch in 2022. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

LADAKH DECLARED NEW STATE ANIMAL & 

BIRD 

 
The Union Territory of 
Ladakh has declared 
snow leopard (Panther 
unica) as the new state 
animal and black-
necked crane (Grus 
nicricollis) as the new 
state bird.  
 

The notification in this regard was released by Shri 
Radha Krishna Mathur, Lieutenant Governor of Union 
Territory of Ladakh on August 31, 2021. 
 
The decision was taken keeping in view bifurcation of 
Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh into separate 
administrative divisions in 2019.  
 
In the erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir, the black-
necked crane and Kashmir stag (Hangul) were the state 
bird and animal respectively. 
 

RAJIV GANDHI'S NAME REMOVED FROM 

ORANG NATIONAL PARK 

 
The Assam cabinet has 
decided to remove the 
name of former Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi from 
the Orang National Park.  
 
Since the name of Orang 
is associated with the 

sentiments of the Adivasi and tea-tribe community, 
the cabinet has decided to rename the Rajiv Gandhi 
Orang National Park as Orang National Park. 
 

Located on the North Bank of Brahmaputra, Orang 
National Park spread over 78.80 sq km is the oldest 
forest reserve in the state.  
 
It was named a wildlife sanctuary in 1985 and declared 
a national park in 1999. 
 

 Assam Governor: Jagdish Mukhi. 

 Assam Chief Minister: Himanta Biswa Sarma. 
 

CRISTIANO RONALDO RECOGNIZED IN 

GUINNESS RECORDS 

 
Portuguese captain Cristiano Ronaldo has broken the 
world record for most goals scored in men’s 
international football.  
 

Ronaldo surpassed 
Iranian striker Ali Daei’s 
long-held record of 109 
international goals by 
scoring a brace against 
Ireland in a World Cup 
Qualifier.  
 
Ronaldo at 36 years of age 
is now a Guinness world record holder of most 
international goals of all time with 111 goals. 
 
The Guinness world book of records has recognised 
Cristiano Ronaldo as a world record breaker for the 

most goals scored in international football (soccer) 
matches scored by an individual (male). 
 
Ronaldo achieved the feat scoring goals for his native 
Portugal between 2003 and 2021 proactively over a 

span of 18 years with a career still going strong as he 
looks to overcome yet another new challenge after his 
move away from Turin with a year left on his contract 
with the Bianconeri. 
 

WORLD’S LARGEST PLANT TO CAPTURE 

CO2 FROM AIR 

 
The world’s largest plant designed to capture carbon 

dioxide out of the air began its operations in Iceland.  
 
The plant is named Orca, which means ‘Energy’ in 
Icelandic word. It will suck out up to 4,000 tons of CO2 
per year. 
 
About the plant: The 
carbon dioxide captured 
directly from the air will 
be deposited underground 
at a depth of 1,000 metres, 
where it would be turned 
into rock. 
 
The facility has been developed by Icelandic carbon 
storage firm Carbfix, in partnership with Swiss start-up 

Climeworks AG, which specialises in capturing carbon 
dioxide directly from the air. 
 
The technology launched may become a major tool in 
the fight against climate change. 
 

KUSHINAGAR AIRPORT AS CUSTOM 

NOTIFIED AIRPORT 

 
The organization of CBIC (Central Board of Indirect 

Taxes and Customs) has declared Kushinagar Airport 

as a Customs notified airport.  
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This would also facilitate global passenger actions 
which include that of Buddhist pilgrims. 
 

The Kushinagar airport 
is a global airport 
unfolding throughout a 
location of 600 acres. It 
was granted the licence 
to operate global flights 
by using DGCA 
remaining February.  
 

In the month of August, the Directorate General of 

Civil Aviation (DGCA) prolonged the validity of the 
airport’s licence to function worldwide flights till 
February 21, 2023.  
 

ENCROACHMENT OF TEMPLE LAND AS NON-

BAILABLE OFFENCE 

 
The Tamil Nadu 
Assembly passed a bill 
that makes the 
encroachment of 
properties belonging to 
religious institutions a 
cognizable and non-
bailable offence.  
 

The bill seeking the amendment of the Tamil Nadu 
Religious and Charitable Endowments Act, 1959 was 
tabled in the assembly on September 13 and was passed 
unanimously. 
 
There are about 5 lakh acres of the properties that 
belong to over 40,000 religious institutions that are 
under the control of the Hindu Religious and 
Charitable Endowments (HR&CE) Department of the 
Tamil Nadu Government. 
 

The Government of Tamil Nadu has launched a massive 
drive to retrieve the temple lands that have been 
encroached in various areas of the State. 
 
As per the sub-section (3) of Section 79-B of the Tamil 
Nadu Religious and Charitable Endowments Act, 1959, 
no court will take cognizance of an offence of the 
unlawful possession of any property that belongs to a 
charitable or religious institution or the endowment 
except on the complaint in writing from the 
Commissioner. 
 

'CYCLONE GULAB' HITS ANDHRA PRADESH 

& ODISHA 

 

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has 
issued a red alert for Odisha and Andhra Pradesh after 
the ‘Cyclone Gulab’ made landfall over Northwest and 
adjoining West-central Bay of Bengal.  
 
Cyclone Gulab was 
named by Pakistan. The 
word “Gulab” refers to 
Rose in English.  During 
the landfall, the wind 
speed could hover 
between 90 kmph and 
100 kmph. 
 
The name Gulab is from the list of cyclone names that is 
maintained by the World Meteorological 
Organisation/United Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (WMO/ESCAP) 
Panel on Tropical Cyclones (PTC).  
 
The panel comprises 13 countries namely, India, 
Bangladesh, Myanmar, Pakistan, the Maldives, Oman, 
Sri Lanka, Thailand, Iran, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United 
Arab Emirates, and Yemen, who choose the names of 
cyclones in the region. 
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Download EASE VIDYA APP Click Here 

www.easevidya.com 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.easevidya
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.easevidya
http://www.easevidya.com/
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MCQ BASED QUESTION 

SEPTEMBER 2021 

Q.1 Which state has won the FSSAI’s State Food Safety 
Index (SFSI) 2020-21 in the large state category? 
A) Tamil Nadu 
B) Madhya Pradesh 
C) Gujarat 
D) Maharashtra 
 
Q.2 Who has been named as the new Chief of the Air 
Staff, to succeed incumbent Air Chief Marshal RKS 
Bhadauria? 
A) Raghunath Nambiar 
B) Vivek Ram Chaudhari  
C) Gurcharan Singh Bedi 
D) Sandeep Singh 
 
Q.3 The Indian Navy is participating in the third 
maritime exercise ‘Samudra Shakti’ with the Navy of 
which country? 
A) Bangladesh 
B) Sri Lanka 
C) Indonesia 
D) Singapore 
 
Q.4 Which country has been approved as the 9th 
permanent member state of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO)? 
A) Iran 
B) Nepal 
C) Saudi Arabia 
D) Sri Lanka 
 
Q.5 Name the Prime Minister of Canada who has won 
the third term after winning the general elections of 
2021? 
 
A) Emmanuel Macron 
B) Justin Trudeau  
C) Jason Kenney 
D) Matthew Perry 
 
Q.6 Which state has won the FSSAI’s State Food Safety 
Index (SFSI) 2020-21 in the small state category? 
A) Arunachal Pradesh 
B) Assam 
C) Goa 
D) Manipur 
 
Q.7 What is the theme of World Alzheimer Day 2021? 
A) Remember Me 
B) Every 3 Seconds 
C) Let’s talk about dementia 

D) Know Dementia, Know Alzheimer’s 
 
Q.8 Name the mountaineer who has achieved the feat of 
becoming the fastest Indian to scale two peaks? 
A) Shivangi Pathak 
B) Geeta Samota 
C) Chhanda Gayen 
D) Premlata Agrawal 
 
Q.9 Which Union Territory has won the FSSAI’s State 
Food Safety Index (SFSI) 2020-21? 
A) Jammu & Kashmir 
B) Chandigarh 
C) Delhi 
D) Daman & Diu 
 
Q.10 Uttar Pradesh government has approved to set up 
the ‘Electronic Park’ in which of these regions? 
A) Ghaziabad 
B) Agra 
C) Noida 
D) Lucknow 
 
Q.11 As a part of the Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav 
celebration, the Ministry of Commerce and Industry is 
observing the week from September 20 to 26, 2021 as 
________________ 
A) Udyog Saptah 
B) Niryat Saptah 
C) Vanijya Saptah 
D) Vyapaar Saptah 
 
Q.12 Who is the author of the book ‘400 Days’? 
A) Ravinder Singh 
B) Chetan Bhagat 
C) Amish Tripathi 
D) Durjoy Datta 
 
Q.13 The Pension Fund Regulatory and Development 
Authority (PFRDA) has announced to observe the 
National Pension System Diwas (NPS Diwas) on which 
day? 
A) 01 October 
B) 30 September  
C) 31 December 
D) 01 November 
 
Q.14 What is the paid-up capital of India Debt 
Resolution Company Ltd (IDRCL), set up by the 
government for managing bad loans? 
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A) Rs. 50.5 lakh 
B) Rs. 70.5 lakh 
C) Rs. 80.5 lakh 
D) Rs. 90.5 lakh 
 
Q.15 How many awardees have been conferred with the 
National Service Scheme (NSS) Awards for the year 
2019-20 by President Ramnath Kovind? 
A) 63 
B) 54 
C) 39 
D) 42 
 
Q.16 Which player has won the 2021 IBSF 6-Red 
Snooker World Cup? 
A) Geet Sethi 
B) Aditya Mehta 
C) Pankaj Advani 
D) Sourav Kothari 
 
Q.17 Who has been conferred with the 2021 Global 
Goalkeeper Award by the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation? 
A) Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka 
B) Jacob Zuma 
C) Phumzile van Damme 
D) Baleka Mbete 
 
Q.18 The National Service Scheme (NSS) Awards are 
conferred annually by which ministry? 
A) Ministry of Education 
B) Ministry of Home Affairs 
C) Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports 
D) Ministry of Corporate Affairs 
 
Q.19 Who is the head of the panel formed by Education 
Ministry to develop new national curriculum 
frameworks (NCFs) for school, early childhood, teacher 
and adult education? 
A) Pankaj Patel 
B) Manjul Bhargava 
C) K Kasturirangan 
D) M. G. K. Menon 
 
Q.20 The WHO has notified revision in its air quality 
guidelines for PM2.5 and PM10 pollutants. The year-
long exposure level of PM2.5 pollutant has been 
reduced to _______________ micrograms per cubic 
meter ( µg/m³) 
A) 10 µg/m³ 
B) 5 µg/m³ 
C) 2 µg/m³ 
D) 4 µg/m³ 
 
Q.21 The World Pharmacist Day is celebrated annually 
on which day? 
A) 23 September 
B) 24 September 
C) 25 September 

D) 22 September 
 
Q.22 Which city has been named as the venue for the 
FIH Hockey Men’s Junior World Cup 2021? 
A) Chennai 
B) Lucknow 
C) Guwahati 
D) Bhubaneshwar 
 
Q.23 The first-ever, bronze statue of Bitcoin’s 
anonymous creator Satoshi Nakamoto has been 
unveiled in which city? 
A) San Salvador 
B) Dubai 
C) Budapest 
D) Madrid 
 
Q.24 The Antyodaya Diwas is observed on which day in 
India? 
A) September 25 
B) September 24 
C) September 23 
D) September 22 
 
Q.25 The inaugural Himalayan Film Festival has been 
organised in which place? 
A) Srinagar 
B) Leh 
C) Dehradun 
D) Guwahati 
 
Q.26 The novel titled Jungle Nama has been released in 
audiobook form. Who is the author of the novel? 
A) Amitav Ghosh 
B) Jhumpa Lahiri 
C) Salman Rushdie 
D) Chetan Bhagat 
 
Q.27 The world’s highest electric vehicle charging 
station has been inaugurated in which state? 
A) Uttarakhand 
B) Sikkim 
C) Assam 
D) Himachal Pradesh 
 
Q.28 The celebration of Antyodaya Diwas marks the 
birth anniversary of which Indian leader? 
A) Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya 
B) Ram Manohar Lohia 
C) Syama Prasad Mukherjee 
D) Janeshwar Mishra 
 
Q.29 What was the theme of the 76th session of the 
United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) held on 
September 25, 2021? 
A) The Future We Want, the UN We Need 
B) Effective responses to global crises 
C) Making the United Nations relevant to all people 
D) Building resilience through hope 
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Q.30 Name the system launched by the Supreme Court 
for transferring e-authenticated copies from courts to 
prisons? 
A) SAFER 
B) FASTER 
C) WINNER 
D) GIFT 
 
Q.31 The World Tourism Day is observed every year on 
which day? 
A) 25 September 
B) 27 September 
C) 24 September 
D) 26 September 
 
Q.32 The Defence Ministry has inked the deal with 
Airbus to purchase how many C-295 aircraft for the 
Indian Air Force? 
A) 68 
B) 40 
C) 62 
D) 56 
 
Q.33 Who is the winner of the 2021 Russian Grand Prix? 
A) Lewis Hamilton 
B) Max Verstappen 
C) Valtteri Bottas 
D) Sebastian Vettel 
 
Q.34 Which ministry recently presented Hunarbaaz 
Awards to 75 differently-abled candidates on 
Antyodaya Diwas? 
A) Ministry of Home Affairs 
B) Ministry of Road Transport and Highways 
C) Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports 
D) Ministry of Rural Development 
 
Q.35 The World Rivers Day is observed globally 
on_____________ 
A) Fourth Monday of September 
B) 26 September 
C) Fourth Sunday of September 
D) 25 September 
 
Q.36 Jyothi Surekha Vennam has recently won silver 
medal in which sports event for India at the 
international platform? 
A) Archery 
B) Badminton 
C) Tennis 
D) Shooting 
 
Q.37 The National Institute of Rural Development and 
Panchayati Raj (NIRD&PR) is based in which city? 
A) Hyderabad 
B) Mumbai 
C) New Delhi 
D) Chennai 
 

Q.38 What is the theme of the World Tourism Day 2021? 
A) Tourism and Jobs: a better future for all 
B) Tourism and Rural Development 
C) Tourism and the Digital Transformation 
D) Tourism for Inclusive Growth 
 
Q.39 In order to support Micro Food Processing Units of 
Urban SHGs, the government has converged the PM 
Formalisation of Micro-food processing Enterprises 
(PMFME) with which scheme? 
A) DAY-NULM 
B) AMRUT 
C) HRIDAY 
D) Smart Cities Mission 
 
Q.40 Under the  Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission, 
every citizen will get a digital health ID card to store 
their health record in virtual format. The ID will be 
_______ digit unique code. 
A) 11 
B) 14 
C) 13 
D) 12 
 
Q.41 What is the projected GDP growth rate projection 
of India in the fiscal 2021-22, as per the ICRA rating 
agency? 
A) 9% 
B) 8.5% 
C) 7.2% 
D) 9.5% 
 
Q.42 Naga Cucumber of which state has recently gained 
GI tag for its unique properties? 
A) Manipur 
B) Sikkim 
C) Mizoram 
D) Nagaland 
 
Q.43 The International Day for the Universal Access to 
Information is an annual event, taking place on 
__________ 
A) 26 September 
B) 27 September 
C) 28 September 
D) 29 September 
 
Q.44 The maiden successful test fight of a new advanced 
version of the Akash Missile was carried out by DRDO 
on September 27, 2021. What is the name of the new 
missile? 
 
A) Akash Prime 
B) Akash Deluxe 
C) Akash Fine 
D) Akash A1 
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Q.45 Who led the Indian delegation at the 4th Indo-US 
Health Dialogue, held in New Delhi on September 27, 
2021? 
A) Pratima Bhoumik 
B) Pritam Munde 
C) Bharati Pravin Pawar 
D) Raksha Khadse 
 
Q.46 Lieutenant General Gurbirpal Singh has been 
appointed as the new Director General of which 
organisation? 
A) Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) 
B) National Cadet Corps (NCC) 
C) Indian Coast Guard (ICG) 
D) National Security Guard (NSG) 
 
Q.47 Which of these sports personalities has been roped 
in as the new global brand ambassador of Mastercard? 
A) Virat Kohli 
B) Cristiano Ronaldo 
C) Lewis Hamilton 
D) Magnus Carlsen 
 
Q.48 In the pilot stage, the Ayushman Bharat Digital 
Mission was being implemented in how many 
states/UTs? 
A) 6 UTs 
B) 6 States 
C) 3 States and 3 UTs 
D) 5 States and 4 UTs 
 
Q.49.The World Rabies Day is observed annually to 
mark the death anniversary of which microbiologist? 
A) Louis Pasteur 
B) Alexander Fleming 
C) Marie Curie 
D) Charles Darwin 
 
Q.50 What is the theme of the International Day for the 
Universal Access to Information? 
A) Leaving No One Behind! 
B) Overcoming Divides and Achieving the SDGs in 
Africa 
C) Access to Information – Saving lives, Building Trust, 
Bringing Hope! 
D) The Right to Know – Building Back Better with 
Access to Information 
 
Q.51 Which among these football players has scripted 
his name in the Guinness World Records for becoming 
the highest goalscorer in the men’s international football 
history 
A) Lionel Messi 
B) Neymar 
C) Mohamed Salah 
D) Cristiano Ronaldo 
 
Q.52 The Government of India observes the Hindi Day 
on which of the following days? 

A) 13 September 
B) 14 September 
C) 12 September 
D) 11 September 
 
Q.53 Which state has recently launched the Millet 
Mission to become the hub of millet in India? 
A) Chhattisgarh 
B) Gujarat 
C) Odisha 
D) Tamil Nadu 
 
Q.54 India has launched the “Climate Action and 
Finance Mobilization Dialogue (CAFMD)” with which 
country? 
A) Australia 
B) Germany 
C) United States 
D) Japan 
 
Q.55 Which of the following players has won the US 
Open 2021 men’s singles title? 
A) Alexander Zverev 
B) Roger Federer 
C) Novak Djokovic 
D) Daniil Medvedev 
 
Q.56 Which of these states has achieved the top position 
in the installation of off-grid solar pumps under PM-
KUSUM? 
A) Rajasthan 
B) Haryana 
C) Punjab 
D) Kerala 
 
Q.57 Aziz Akhannouch has been appointed as the new 
Prime Minister of which country? 
A) Turkey 
B) Algeria 
C) Morocco 
D) Israel 
 
Q.58 Who has been appointed as the new Acting 
Chairperson of the National Company Law Appellate 
Tribunal (NCLAT)? 
A) Justice A I S Cheema 
B) Justice Bansi Lal Bhat  
C) Justice M. Venugopal  
D) Justice N. V. Ramana 
 
Q.59 Which among these space-tech startups has 
become the first private company to formally signed 
agreement with ISRO for using its expertise and 
facilities? 
A) Dhruva Space 
B) Agnikul Cosmos 
C) Bellatrix Aerospace 
D) Skyroot Aerospace 
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Q.60 The Campaign titled Shoonya has been launched 
by which organisation to promote zero-pollution 
delivery vehicles? 
A) NITI Aayog 
B) SBI 
C) ISRO 
D) IIT Madras 
 
Q.61 What is the GDP growth rate projection of the 
Indian economy in Calendar Year 2021 as per the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD)? 
A) 9.0% 
B) 8.1% 
C) 6.5% 
D) 7.2% 
 
Q.62 India’s first CO2 capture plant, which extracts CO2 
directly from the blast furnace gas has been launched by 
which company? 
A) Tata Steel 
B) ONGC 
C) Larsen and Toubro 
D) BHEL 
 
Q.63 India is participating in the 6th Exercise 
PEACEFUL MISSION -2021, of SCO member states 
from September 13 to 25, 2021.Which country is hosting 
the exercise? 
A) Australia 
B) China 
C) Russia 
D) India 
 
Q.64 The Artificial Intelligence-powered project, 
‘iRASTE’  which aims to reduce road accidents, has been 
launched on pilot basis in which city by the Ministry for 
Road Transport and Highways? 
A) Ghaziabad 
B) Nagpur 
C) New Delhi 
D) Bengaluru 
 
Q.65 Which country recently tested the indigenously 
developed submarine-launched ballistic missile (SLBM) 
and becme the first country without nuclear weapon to 
develop such missile system? 
A) Australia 
B) Israel 
C) South Korea 
D) Germany 
 
Q.66 The Government of India will host the first ever 
Global Buddhist Conference in November 2021 in which 
state? 
A) Bihar 
B) Madhya Pradesh 
C) Gujarat 
D) Meghlaya 

Q.67 The AI-based language translator software ‘Project 
Udaan’ has been launched by which Indian institute? 
A) IIT Kanpur 
B) IIT Delhi 
C) IIT Madras 
D) IIT Bombay 
 
Q.68 Which Indian organisation has won the UNESCO 
King Sejong Literacy Prize 2021 under the UNESCO 
International Literacy Prizes? 
A) National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS) 
B) Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) 
C) Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) 
D) National Council of Educational Research and 
Training (NCERT) 
 
Q.69 What is the theme of the 2021 World Ozone Day? 
A) Keep Cool and Carry on: The Montreal Protocol 
B) Ozone for life: 35 years of ozone layer protection 
C) Montreal Protocol – keeping us, our food and 
vaccines cool 
D) 32 years and Healing 
 
Q.70 The 2021 Meeting of the SCO Council of Heads of 
State was held in which place? 
A) Dushanbe 
B) Bishkek 
C) Ashgabat 
D) Beirut 
 
Q.71 The Surya Kiran -XV is a Joint Military Training 
Exercise of Indian Army with which country? 
A) Sri Lanka 
B) Nepal 
C) Maldives 
D) Bangladesh 
 
Q.72 Which day in the year is celebrated as the World 
Bamboo Day? 
A) 17 September 
B) 15 September 
C) 16 September 
D) 18 September 
 
Q.73 NITI Aayog has tied up with which entity to 
launch tech-driven learning programmes for children 
from 112 Aspirational districts of the country? 
A) Google India 
B) Facebbok India 
C) Byju’s 
D) Amazon 
Q.74 Which day is marked as the International Coastal 
Cleanup Day every year? 
A) Third Saturday in September 
B) 18 September 
C) 19 September 
D) Third Friday in September 
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Q.75 Who was the representative of India in-person at 
the 21st Meeting of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) Council of Heads of State? 
A) Piyush Goyal 
B) S. Jaishankar 
C) Nitin Gadkari 
D) Nirmala Sitharaman 
 
Q.76 The World EV Day is commemorated on which 
day worldwide? 
A) September 8 
B) September 11 
C) September 10 
D) September 9 
 
Q.77 The world’s largest plant designed to capture 
carbon dioxide directly out of the air has been 
inaugurated in which country? 
A) Finland 
B) Iceland 
C) Switzerland 
D) Netherlands 
 
Q.78 The Himalayan Diwas is observed in the state of 
Uttarakhand on which day annually? 
A) 09 September 
B) 08 September 
C) 07 September 
D) 11 September 
 
Q.79 Neeraj Chopra has been appointed as the brand 
ambassador of which of these companies? 
A) PNB MetLife India Insurance 
B) Tata AIA Life Insurance  
C) SBI Life Insurance 
D) LIC 
 
Q.80 India’s first ever  emergency landing strip at 
National Highway for the Indian Air force Planes has 
been launched  in which state? 
A) Rajasthan 
B) Gujarat 
C) Uttar Pradesh 
D) Andhra Pradesh 
 
Q.81 The first-ever in-person QUAD Leaders’ Summit is 
scheduled to be held in which country in September 
2021? 
A) United States 
B) Japan 
C) Australia 
D) India 
 
Q.82 RBI has launched the ‘Third Cohort’ under the 
Regulatory Sandbox (RS). What is the theme of this 
cohort? 
 
 
 

A) Retail Payments 
B) MSME Lending 
C) Cross Border Payments 
D) Blockchain Technology 
 
Q.83 Which among the following days is celebrated as 
the International Day of Democracy every year? 
A) 11 September 
B) 12 September 
C) 15 September 
D) 13 September 
 
Q.84 India has declared to institutionalise regular 
Defence Dialogue with which of these regions, on the 
sidelines of the biennial DefExpo military exhibition? 
A) Africa 
B) Europe 
C) Australia 
D) Asia 
 
Q.85 Name the fast payment systems of Singapore with 
which RBI has  recently linked its Unified Payments 
Interface (UPI)? 
A) PayWay 
B) PayNow 
C) PayPal 
D) PayOut 
 
Q.86 Which player has been adjudged as the ICC Men’s 
Player of the Month for August 2021? 
A) Shakib Al Hasan 
B) Shaheen Afridi 
C) Joe Root  
D) Jasprit Bumrah 
 
Q.87 The Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi has 
laid the foundation stone of the Raja Mahendra Pratap 
Singh State University in which city? 
A) Aligarh 
B) Gorakhpur 
C) Lucknow 
D) Agra 
 
Q.88 The National Engineer’s Day is celebrated in India 
on which day? 
A) 12 September 
B) 15 September 
C) 14 September 
D) 11 September 
 
Q.89 Name the winner of Women’s Prize for Fiction 
2021? 
A) Susanna Clarke 
B) Marleen Beaulieu 
C) Josee Vallee 
D) Barbara Kidd 
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Q.90 Who is the author of the book “Human Rights and 
Terrorism in India”? 
A) Shashi Tharoor 
B) Nitin Gadkari 
C) Subramanian Swamy 
D) Jairam Ramesh 
 
Q.91 Who has been appointed as the Chairperson of 
Indian National Space Promotion Authorization Centre 
(In-SPACe)? 
A) Rajesh Jejurikar 
B) Pawan Kumar Goenka 
C) Arvind Mathew 
D) Rajan Wadhera 
 
Q.92 The World Lymphoma Awareness Day is an 
annual observation, which is held on____________ 
A) 15 September 
B) 13 September 
C) 14 September 
D) 12 September 
 
Q.93 What is the theme of the International Day of 
Democracy 2021? 
A) COVID-19: A Spotlight on Democracy 
B) Strengthening democratic resilience in the face of 
future crises 
C) Participation 
D) Democracy under Strain: Solutions for a Changing 
World 
 
Q.94 India has been chosen as the Host Nation for the 
G20 Summit in which of the upcoming years?  
A) 2023 
B) 2022 
C) 2024 
D) 2025 
 
Q.95 India’s tallest air purification tower has been  
installed in which state/UT of the country? 
A) Delhi 

B) Tamil Nadu 
C) Assam 
D) Chandigarh 
Q.96 Name the portal launched by the Ministry of 
Environment to regulate air pollution in 132 Non-
Attainment cities across the country 
A) PRANA 
B) HARIYALI 
C) PARIVESH 
D) VAYU 
 
Q.97 Which Indian Minister has been named as the 
Sherpa for the G20, when India holds the Presidency of 
the group? 
A) Piyush Goyal 
B) Venkaiah Naidu 
C) Nitin Gadkari 
D) Kiren Rijiju 
 
Q.98 Who has been appointed as the Governor of 
Uttarakhand, following the resignation of former 
Governor Baby Rani Maurya? 
A) Brig. (Dr.) B. D. Mishra (Retd.) 
B) Jagdeep Dhankhar 
C) Biswa Bhusan Harichandan 
D) Lt. Gen. Gurmit Singh (Retd.) 
 
Q.99 PM Modi recently chaired the BRICS Summit 2021 
virtually. The Summit was which edition of the annual 
programme? 
A) 12 
B) 13 
C) 15 
D) 11 
 
Q.100 The nFiNi credit card facility has been launched 
by which company for fintechs and banks? 
A) NPCI  
B) Punjab National Bank 
C) SBI 
D) ICICI Bank 
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