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PREFACE 
It gives us great pleasure to release the monthly edition of the PRAVAHINI - Monthly e-
Compendium & Weekly e-Periodicals of Current Affairs. The magazine’s members have shown 
considerable cooperation as well as devotion. We at successmantra.in work tirelessly to create this 
magazine and bring it to you with a great sense of gratitude. 

 

The PRAVAHINI July-2021 eBook covers the current events that happened in the month of July. 
Current Affairs is a crucial component of any competitive exams including CLAT, AILET, DU-
LLB, HM, CAT, IAS, PCS, SSC, Banking, MBA and various other competitive examinations. 

 

Current Affairs play the bigger role in many competitive and government exams. It holds the 
power of making or breaking your chance of success. Therefore, the candidates should cover the 
Current Affairs thoroughly and smartly. 

 

The PRAVAHINI July-2021 eBook is divided into different sections keeping in mind the need of 
various exams. The sections covered namely International, National, Economy, Ecology and 
Environment, Science & Technology, Legal Affairs, Sports, States News Makers and few others. 

 

We would also be pleased to receive any suggestion that could assist us with the upcoming 
editions. 

 

Success Mantra (GTB Nagar, Delhi) 

Website: www.successmantra.in  

Mail Id: info@successmantra.in  

  

http://www.successmantra.in/
mailto:info@successmantra.in
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS 
UP GOVT. LAUNCHED TWO CHILD POLICY 

 
Uttar Pradesh chief 
minister Yogi 

Adityanath has 
launched a population 
policy that aims to 
incentivise couples who 
do not have more than 
two babies.  
 

Stating that population control is related to awareness 
among masses and poverty, Adityanath said every 
community has been taken care of in Population Policy 
2021-2030.  

 
Two-child policy: The UP law commission that has 
formulated a population control bill said the policy 
would be voluntary and nobody would be forced to 
follow any rule.  
 
However, if any person decides to on his or her own to 
not have more than two babies, they will be eligible for 
government schemes., while those who do not follow 
the policy will face restrictions in government jobs, 
availing ration, and other benefits. 

 

ANDHRA GOVT. ANNOUNCED 10% 

RESERVATION FOR EWS 

 
The Andhra Pradesh 

government announced 
a 10% reservation for the 
Kapu community and 
other Economically 
Weaker Sections (EWS) 
for appointments in the 
initial posts and services 

in State government in accordance with the Constitution 
(103rd Amendment) Act, 2019.  
 
The 10% reservation in employment will benefit 

Kapus who are neither benefited under BC quota nor 
under EWS quota and other Open Competition (OC) 

sections who are deprived of the benefits of reservation 
thus far due to non-implementation of the EWS quota. 
 
The following are the operational guidelines for 
implementation of the 10% reservation: 
 
Persons who are not covered under the existing scheme 
of reservations for SCs, STs and Socially and 

Educationally Backward Classes and whose gross 
annual family income is below Rs 8 lakh are to be 
identified as EWS for the benefit of reservation. 
 

The income includes income from all sources i.e. salary, 
agriculture, business, profession etc. for the financial 
year prior to the year of application. 
 
The term family for this purpose will include the 

person who seeks the benefit of reservation, his or her 
parents and siblings below the age of 18 years as also his 
or her spouse and children below the age of 18 years. 
 
The persons seeking the benefit of reservation under the 
EWS category have to obtain the necessary EWS 
certificates from the Tahsildars concerned. 
 

 

 

MAHARASHTRA GOVT. LAUNCHED NEW EV 

POLICY 2021 

 
The Maharashtra state government has launched the 
new Electric Vehicle Policy-2021.  

 
The policy announced by 
the State Environment 
Minister, Aaditya 

Thackeray aims to 
accelerate the adoption of 
Battery Electric Vehicles in 
the country.  
 
The new EV policy introduced in Maharashtra is a 
revision of the 2018 policy. It is introduced with an aim 
to make Maharashtra the “topmost producer of battery-
powered electric vehicles in India.” 

 
The policy also aims for electric vehicles (EVs) to make 
up 10 percent of all new vehicle registrations, by 2025. 
For this ambitious mission, the state government has 

rolled out an Rs. 930 crore policy, valid up to 31st 
March 2025. To make this successful, EVs will be 
exempted from road tax and registration charges. 
 

KERALA GOVT. LAUNCHED CAMPAIGN 

'MATHRUKAVACHAM' 

 
The Kerala government’s 
campaign 

‘Mathrukavacham’ to 
vaccinate all the pregnant 

women in the state against 
COVID-19 infection was 
inaugurated at the district 
level recently.  
 
Spot registrations for vaccination of pregnant women 
would be carried out at various government hospitals.  
 
Pregnant women can receive the COVID vaccine at 

any time during their pregnancy. The special 
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vaccination drive comes as a strong defence to protect 
pregnant women. 
 
About the campaign: Vaccination will be made 
available in all district hospitals as part of the model 
program. In the beginning, the covid vaccine will be 
given to 100 pregnant women through spot registration. 
 
The State Health Ministry assured that in the coming 
days, covid vaccination for more pregnant women will 
be made accessible in all hospitals, depending on the 
availability of the vaccine. 
 
 
 

INDIA'S LARGEST SOLAR POWER PARK IN 

KUTCH 

 
NTPC Ltd, India’s 
largest power generator 
is set to construct the 
country’s single-largest 
solar photovoltaic 
project at Rann of Kutch 
region in Khavada, 
Gujarat.  
 

The solar power park will have a capacity of 4.75 
Gigawatt (Gw)/4750 MW. The project will be 
constructed through NTPC’s renewable energy arm, 
NTPC Renewable Energy (NTPC-REL). 
 
About the project: NTPC REL, a 100% subsidiary of 
NTPC, received approval from the Ministry of New 

and Renewable Energy (MNRE) on 12 July 2021 under 
Mode 8 (Ultra Mega Renewable Energy Power Park) of 
the Solar Park Scheme. 

 
The project is a part of NTPC’s plan to transform itself 
into a green energy major. It aims to build 60 GW 
Renewable Energy Capacity by 2032. 
 
NTPC REL also plans to generate green hydrogen on a 
commercial scale from this park. Hydrogen produced 
from renewable sources is called green hydrogen. 
 
 
 
 

INDIA'S FIRST CRYPTOGAMIC GARDEN IN 

UTTARAKHAND 

 
India’s first cryptogamic garden, with around 50 
different species grown, has been inaugurated in 
Deoban area of Dehradun in Uttarakhand.  

 
The garden is situated at a 
height of 9,000 feet and is 
spread over an area of 
three acres. Located in the 
district’s Chakrata town, 
the garden was 
inaugurated by social 
activist Anoop Nautiyal. 

 
Cryptogamae means “hidden reproduction” referring 
to the fact that no seed, no flowers are produced.  
 
Thus, cryptogams represent the non-seed bearing 
plants. Algae, bryophytes (moss, liverworts), lichens, 
ferns and fungi are the best-known groups of 
cryptogams that require moist conditions to survive. 
 
 
 

FIRST GREEN HYDROGEN MOBILITY 

PROJECT 

 
NTPC signed a 
Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) 
with the UT of Ladakh 
and the Ladakh 
Autonomous Hill 
Development Council 

(LAHDC) to establish 
India's first Green Hydrogen Mobility project.  
 
Leh will be the first city in India to implement a zero-

emission green hydrogen mobility project. In the 
beginning, NTPC intends to operate 5 hydrogen buses.  
 
The first solar installations by NTPC in Leh, in the 
form of solar trees and a solar carport, were also 
unveiled. 
 

About Green Hydrogen: Color tabs categorise the 
sources and processes used to produce hydrogen. Grey 
hydrogen is hydrogen derived from fossil fuels, and it 
accounts for the vast majority of hydrogen produced 
today. 

 
Blue hydrogen is hydrogen that is produced from fossil 
fuels and has carbon capture and storage capabilities.  
Green hydrogen is hydrogen that is produced entirely 
from renewable energy sources. Renewable energy 
electricity is used to split water into hydrogen and 
oxygen. 
 

PRESIDENT APPOINTED NEW GOVERNORS 

FOR 8 STATES 

 
President of India, Ram 
Nath Kovind has 
appointed new 
Governors for eight 
states.   
 
The new governors have 
been appointed for states 
including Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Goa, 
Tripura, Jharkhand, Mizoram and Himachal Pradesh.  
 

Complete list of new governors: 
 

Karnataka ------------ Thawarchand Gehlot 
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Madhya Pradesh --------- Mangubhai Chhaganbhai Patel 
Mizoram ---------------- Dr. Hari Babu Kambhampati 
Himachal Pradesh ------------ Rajendra Vishwanath 
Arlekar 
Goa ----------------- P.S. Sreedharan Pillai 
Tripura --------------- Satyadev Narayan Arya 
Jharkhand ------------------ Ramesh Bais 
Haryana --------------- Bandaru Dattatraya 
 

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION LAUNCHED 'NIPUN 

BHARAT' 

 
Union Minister for 
Education, Ramesh 
Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ has 
launched NIPUN Bharat 

programme. The aim of 
the NIPUN programme is 
that every child in India 
gets foundational literacy 
and numeracy (FLN) by 

the end of Grade 3, by 2026-27.  
 
NIPUN stands for National Initiative for Proficiency in 
Reading with Understanding and Numeracy. 
 
This Mission, which has been launched under the aegis 
of the centrally sponsored scheme of Samagra Shiksha, 
will focus on providing access and retaining children in 
foundational years of schooling; teacher capacity 
building; development of high quality and diversified 
Student and Teacher Resources/Learning Materials; and 
tracking the progress of each child in achieving learning 
outcomes. 
 
To help this scheme achieve its objective, teachers will 
play an important role.  
 
In view of the challenges of in-service teacher training 
across the different stages of school education, NCERT 
has designed an innovative integrated programme of 
teacher training, now, popularly known as NISHTHA 

(National Initiative for School Heads‟ and Teachers‟ 
Holistic Advancement). 

 

INS TABAR PARTICIPATES IN EXERCISE WITH 

ITALIAN NAVY 

 
Indian Naval Ship (INS) 
Tabar recently 
participated in military 
exercises with the 
frontline frigate of the 
Italian Navy.  

 
INS Tabar joined Italian 

Navy and entered Port of Naples on July 3 as part of the 
ongoing deployment in the Mediterranean.  
 
Commanding officer Captain Mahesh Mangipudi 
called on senior officers of Prefect of Naples 

Authority, regional Italian navy headquarters and coast 
guard headquarters during the stay. 
 
This exercise covered several naval operations such as 
air defence procedures, communication drills, 
replenishment at sea, and cross deck helo operations 
by day and night.  

 
The exercise was mutually beneficial for enhancing 
interoperability and consolidating combined operations 
against maritime threats. 
 

 

MANIPUR ENTERS INDIAN RAILWAY MAP FOR 

1ST TIME 

 
A passenger train 
Rajdhani Express from 
Assam’s Silchar railway 
station has reached the 
Vaingaichunpao railway 
station in Manipur for a 
trial run, putting the state 
on the Indian Railways 
map.  
 
The train covered the distance of 11 km between the two 
northeastern stations, with railway officials onboard. 
 
The train halted briefly at Manipur’s Jiribam railway 

station, where railway officials were greeted by local 
citizens before the national flag was hoisted 
accompanied by the national anthem.  Notably, the 
Vaingaichunpao-Imphal (capital of Manipur) railway 

line is also under construction. Once completed, it will 
be the longest railway tunnel near Imphal. 

 

PUSHKAR SINGH DHAMI AS NEXT CM OF 

UTTARAKHAND 

 
Pushkar Singh Dhami will be the next chief minister of 
Uttarakhand. He will be the youngest CM of 
Uttarakhand.  

 
45-year-old Pushkar 
Singh Dhami, an MLA 
from the Khatima 
constituency in Udham 

Singh Nagar district. He 
will replace Tirath Singh 
Rawat, who resigned 
from the post. He was 
elected by the state leaders during the legislature party 
meeting in Dehradun. 

 
Who is Pushkar Singh Dhami: Born on September 16, 
1975, in Uttarakhand’s Pithoragarh, Pushkar Singh 
Dhami is a two-time MLA from the Khatima 
constituency. He holds a Postgraduate degree in Human 
Resource Management and Industrial Relations and 
LLB in Social Life. 
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Pushkar Singh Dhami was also associated with 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and also served 
as the state president of Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha 
in Uttarakhand. 
 
Pushkar Singh Dhami served as the officer on special 
duty for former Uttarakhand chief minister Bhagat 
Singh Koshyari in 2002. 
 
 
 
 

GOVERNMENT CREATED MINISTRY OF 

COOPERATION 

 
The government has 
created a Ministry of 

Cooperation to boost the 
Indian cooperative 
movement and give a 
fillip to the indigenous 
enterprises.   
 
India’s first minister of 

cooperation will also be sworn in once the Union 
Cabinet reshuffle takes place and the new ministers take 
the oath of office at the Durbar Hall in President 
House.  
 
The new ministry of Cooperation will work to realise 
the vision of “Sahkar se Samriddhi” and will provide a 
separate administrative, legal and policy framework to 
boost the cooperative movement in the country. 
 
The development will aid the deeping of the 
cooperatives as true people-based movements with 
benefits going down to the grassroots.  
 
The ministry will be mandated to streamline the 
processes for the ease of doing business for cooperatives 
and ultimately aim to broaden and strengthen the 

multi-state cooperatives. 
 
 
 

PM MODI INAUGURATED ZEN GARDEN & 

KAIZEN ACADEMY 

 
Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi 
virtually inaugurated a 
Zen Garden and 
Kaizen Academy at 
Ahmedabad 
Management 
Association (AMA) 
premises in 

Ahmedabad.  
 
These two new initiatives are part of PM’s vision of 

creating a ‘Mini-Japan’ in Gujarat. The newly 

launched Zen Garden in Ahmedabad will showcase 

several elements of Japanese art, culture, landscape and 
architecture. 
 
The Zen garden features a statue of Lord Buddha. The 
garden is built in partnership with the Japan 
Information and Study Centre at AMA and Indo-Japan 
Friendship Association (IJFA), Gujarat, supported by the 
Hyogo International Association (HIA), Japan. 
 
 

SUPREME COURT ON (ONORC) SYSTEM 

 
On July 31, 2021, the 
Supreme Court ordered 
all states and Union 

Territories (UT) to 
implement the One 
Nation, One Ration 
Card (ONORC) system.  
 
The introduction of 
ONORC aims to reform the PDS, which is plagued by 
issues such as inefficiency and leakages. ONORC was 
established in August of 2019. 
 
Aim: Allowing migrant labourers covered by the 
National Food Security Act (NFSA) to use their ration 
card to buy food at any fair price shop in any part of the 
country. 
 
Technology Used: The system identifies a beneficiary 
using biometric authentication on electronic point-of-
sale devices in low-cost stores. 
 
The system operates under the support of two portals-
Integrated Management of Public Distribution System 
(IM-PDS) and Annavitran. The Annavitaran portal 
keeps track of intra-state transactions, while the IM-PDS 
portal keeps track of inter-state transactions. 
 
ONORC progress: To date, 32 states and UTs have 
joined the ONORC, encompassing approximately 69 
million NFSA beneficiaries. Assam, Chhattisgarh, 

Delhi, and West Bengal are the four states that have yet 
to join the scheme. 

 

'MATSYA SETU' APP FOR INDIAN AQUA 

FARMERS 

 
Union Minister for 
Fisheries, Animal 
Husbandry and 
Dairying, Giriraj Singh 
has launched the 
Online Course Mobile 
App “Matsya Setu”.  
 
The app was developed by the ICAR-Central Institute 
of Freshwater Aquaculture (ICAR-CIFA), 

Bhubaneswar, with the funding support of the National 
Fisheries Development Board (NFDB), Hyderabad.  
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The online course app aims to disseminate the latest 
freshwater aquaculture technologies to the aqua farmers 
of the country. 
 
About the app: Matsya Setu app has species-wise/ 
subject-wise self-learning online course modules, 
where renowned aquaculture experts explain the basic 
concepts and practical demonstrations on breeding, seed 
production and grow-out culture of commercially 
important fishes like carp, catfish, scampi, murrel, 
ornamental fish, pearl farming etc. 
 
Better Management Practices to be followed in 
maintaining the soil & water quality, feeding and health 
management in aquaculture operations were also 
provided in the course platform. 
 
The modules are divided into small video chapters for 
the convenience of the learners, along with additional 
learning materials. In order to motivate the learners and 
provide a lively learning experience, Quiz/Test options 
were also provided for self-assessment. 
 
Upon successful completion of each course module, an 
e-Certificate can be auto-generated. Farmers can also ask 
their doubts through the app and get specific advisories 
from experts. 
 
 

BS YEDIYURAPPA RESIGNED AS KARNATAKA 

CM 

 
Karnataka Chief 
Minister, BS 
Yediyurappa has 
announced his 
resignation from the 
top post on July 26, 
2021, when his 
government 
completed two years 

in the state, after being elected to power in 2019.  
 
The 78-year-old Yediyurappa, often called by his initials 
BSY, served as the 19th Chief Minister of Karnataka.  

 
He had served as the chief minister of Karnataka for 
four terms and was the only chief minister to do so in 
Karnataka history. 
 

BASAVARAJ S BOMMAI AS NEW CM OF 

KARNATAKA 

 
The Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP) legislature party has 
unanimously elected Lingayat MLA Basavaraj S 
Bommai as the new Chief Minister of Karnataka.  
 
The 61-year-old will succeed BS Yediyurappa, who 
resigned on July 26, 2021. He will be sworn in as the 
23rd Chief Minister of Karnataka on July 28, 2021.  

 
Prior to this, Basavaraj 
Bommai was the Home 
Minister in the BSY 

government. He is a 
two-time MLC and 
three-time MLA from 
Shiggaon in the Haveri 
district. 
 

1ST STATE TO RESERVE JOBS FOR 

TRANSGENDER 

 
Karnataka has become 

the first state in the 
country to provide one 
per cent reservation for 
the ‘transgender 

community in all the 
government services.  
 
The government 
submitted a report to the High Court in this regard 
informing that a notification had already been issued 
after amending the Karnataka Civil Service (General 
Recruitment) Rule, 1977. 
 
The specifies one per cent reservation in all general as 
well as reserve categories for the third gender.  
 
Whenever a notification is published inviting 

applications for government jobs, the ‘others’ column 
must be added along with male and female columns.  
 
The notification also underlines that there should not be 
any discrimination against transgenders in the process 
of selection. In case of non-availability of transgender 

candidates, the job could be given to male or female 
from the same category, the notification notes. 
 
 

27% FOR OBC, 10% QUOTA FOR EWS IN 

MEDICAL SEATS 

 
The centre has announced 
27% reservation for OBCs 
and a 10% quota for 
students from the 
economically weaker 
sections (EWS) for 
undergraduate and 
postgraduate medical and 
dental courses under the All-India Quota (AIQ) scheme.  
 
Under the AIQ scheme, 15% of seats at the UG level 

and 50% seats at the PG level are kept domicile free in 
government medical and dental colleges against which 
students from other states to are offered admission 
while the rest of the seats are kept only for students 
from within the state. 
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This will immensely help thousands of our youth every 

year get better opportunities and create a new 
paradigm of social justice in our country.  
 
A statement by the government said that the decision 
would benefit nearly 1500 OBC students in MBBS and 

2500 OBC students in PG while it will also impact 
around 550 EWS students in MBBS and around 1000 
EWS students in PG medicine. 
 

About the AIQ scheme: The AIQ scheme was 
introduced in 1986 under the direction of the Supreme 

Court to provide for domicile-free merit-based 
opportunities to students from any state to aspire to 
study in a good medical college located in another State. 
 

AMIT SHAH LAUNCHED GREATER SOHRA 

WATER SUPPLY 

 
Union Home Minister, 
Amit Shah along with 
chief minister Conrad K. 

Sangma inaugurated the 
much-awaited Greater 
Sohra Water Supply 
Scheme at Sohra in East 
Khasi Hills, Meghalaya.  
 
The Greater Sohra Water 

Supply Scheme was conceptualised by the Meghalaya 
government and an amount of Rs. 24.08 cr was 
sanctioned by the DoNER ministry in 2019 under 
North East Special Infrastructure Development 
Scheme (NESIDS).  

 
He also planted tree saplings in Sohra as part of the 
Sohra Afforestation Project of the Assam Rifles. This is 
a first of its kind initiative of the Government of 
Meghalaya to bring together the Ministry of Home 
Affairs, Defence officials, and village communities for a 
novel and humanitarian purpose in the field of Natural 
Resource Management in a very important and 
ecologically fragile landscape. 
 
 

REJUVENATION PROGRAMME OF SIX RIVERS 

IN UTTARAKHAND 

 
The National Mission 
for Clean Ganga 

(NMCG) in its 36th 
Executive Committee 
has approved new 
projects for the 
rejuvenation of six 
rivers in Uttarakhand.  

 
According to the Central Pollution Control Board 

(CPCB), there are a total of nine polluted stretches in 
Uttarakhand and six of them are in the Udham Singh 

Nagar district on various tributaries or small rivers such 
as Bhela, Dhela, Kichha, Nandor, Pilankha and Kosi. 

 
The projects shall cover the six polluted river stretches 
in the Kumaon region. Out of the rest three polluted 
stretches, the project of Ganga at Jagjeetpur, Haridwar 

has already been commissioned and on the remaining 
two, Namami Gange projects are already under 
execution.  
 
It also approved Sewerage (I&D) scheme (Dhela River) 
Phase-1 of District Udham Singh Nagar, Uttarakhand 
under Namami Gange Programme at a sanctioned cost 
of Rs 199.36 crore. 
 
 
 

IOC TO SET UP 'FIRST GREEN HYDROGEN' 

PLANT 

 
Indian Oil Corporation 
(IOC), India’s largest oil 

firm, will build the first 

‘green hydrogen’ plant of 
the country at its Mathura 
refinery, to meet the 
growing demand for both 
oil and cleaner forms of 
energy.  
 
This will be the nation’s first green hydrogen unit. 
Previously, projects have been announced to produce 
‘grey hydrogen’ using fossil fuels such as natural gas. 
 
For this, the company will make use of 250 MW of 

electricity which it produces from renewable sources 
like solar power, to produce absolutely green hydrogen 
through electrolysis.  
 
Mathura has been selected by virtue of its proximity to 

TTZ (Taj Trapezium Zone). Hydrogen is the latest buzz 
for meeting the world’s energy needs. Hydrogen, in 
itself, is a clean fuel but manufacturing it is energy-
intensive and has carbon byproducts. 
 
Indian Oil Corporation Chairperson: Shrikant Madhav 
Vaidya. 
Indian Oil Corporation Headquarters: Mumbai. 

Indian Oil Corporation Founded: 30 June 1959. 
 

RAJNATH SINGH FLAGGED IN EXPEDITION 

'ARMEX-21' 

 
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has flagged in the 
Indian Army’s skiing expedition that was conducted in 
the Himalayan mountain ranges between March 10 and 
July 6.  
 
The expedition, called ARMEX-21, was flagged off at 

Karakoram Pass in Ladakh on March 10 and 
culminated at Malari in Uttarakhand on July 6 covering 
1,660 km in 119 days. 
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About the ARMEX-

21: The ARMEX-21 
was conducted in the 
mountain ranges of 
the Himalayan region 
to promote the 
adventure activity in 
the country and the 

Indian Army,” it stated. During the expedition, the team 
travelled through several passes at a height of 5,000-
6,500 meters and through glaciers, valleys and rivers. 
 

NEW INITIATIVES LAUNCHED IN 

EDUCATIONAL SECTOR 

 
PM Modi has launched 
multiple educational 
initiatives including the 
Academic Bank of Credit 
that will provide multiple 
entries and exit options for 
students in Higher 

education.  
 

Academic Bank of Credit is envisaged as a digital bank 
that holds the credit earned by a student in any course. 
 
Academic Bank of Credit is a major instrument for 

facilitating multidisciplinary and holistic education 
and multiple entry and exit in higher education.  
 
Academic Bank of Credit and the Artificial Intelligence 
programme to make the youth future-oriented and 
open the way for an AI-driven economy. 
 

36TH CORPAT BETWEEN INDIA & INDONESIA 

 
The 36th edition of 
CORPAT between 
India and Indonesia is 
being held on 30 and 31 
July 2021, in the Indian 
Ocean region.  
 
The Indian Naval Ship 

(INS) Saryu, an 
indigenously built Offshore Patrol Vessel and 
Indonesian Naval Ship KRI Bung Tomo is undertaking 
coordinated patrol (CORPAT). 
 
Besides this, Maritime Patrol Aircraft from both 

nations are also participating. The exercise is being 
conducted as a ‘non-contact, at sea only’ exercise in 
view of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
About the CORPAT: The basic aim of CORPAT is to 

keep the Indian Ocean Region safe and secure for 
commercial shipping, international trade and conduct of 
legitimate maritime activities.  

 
CORPATs help build understanding and 
interoperability between navies and facilitate the 
institution of measures to prevent and suppress Illegal 

Unreported Unregulated (IUU) fishing, drug 
trafficking, maritime terrorism, armed robbery and 
piracy. 
 

14 TIGER RESERVES GETS (CA|TS) 

RECOGNITION 

 
From India, 14 tiger 
reserves have received 
the accreditation of the 
Global Conservation 
Assured Tiger Standards 

(CA|TS), on the occasion 
of International Tiger Day 
on July 29, 2021.  
 
The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) 
recognized the ‘BaghRakshaks’ for their efforts in 
protecting Tigers and forests. The NTCA’s quarterly 
newsletter STRIPES was also released during the event. 
 
The 14 tiger reserves of India that have received 
prestigious global accreditation from CA|TS are: 
 
Mudumalai and Anamalai Tiger Reserves, Tamil Nadu 
Bandipur Tiger Reserve, Karnataka 
Parambikulam Tiger Reserve, Kerala 
Sunderbans Tiger Reserve, West Bengal 
Dudhwa Tiger Reserve, Uttar Pradesh 
Valmiki Tiger Reserve, Bihar 
Pench Tiger Reserve, Maharashtra 
Satpura, Kanha and Panna Tiger Reserves, Madhya 
Pradesh 
 
Conservation Assured | Tiger Standards (CA|TS): 
CA|TS has been agreed upon as an accreditation tool by 
the global coalition of Tiger Range Countries (TRCs) 
and has been developed by tiger and protected area 
experts. 

 
Officially launched in 2013, it sets minimum standards 
for effective management of target species and 
encourages the assessment of these standards in 
relevant conservation areas. 
 
CA|TS is a set of criteria that allows tiger sites to 
check if their management will lead to successful tiger 
conservation. 
 
The Global Tiger Forum (GTF), an international NGO 

working on tiger conservation, and World Wildlife 
Fund India are the two implementing partners of the 
National Tiger Conservation Authority for CATS 
assessment in India. 
 

INS TALWAR IN EXERCISE CUTLASS 

EXPRESS 2021 
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Indian Naval Ship Talwar 
is participating in 
Exercise Cutlass Express 
2021, being conducted 
from 26 July 2021 to 06 
August 2021 along the 
East Coast of Africa.  
 

The exercise is an annual maritime exercise conducted 
to promote national and regional maritime security in 
East Africa and the Western Indian Ocean. 
 
About the exercise: The exercise focuses on East 

Africa’s coastal regions and is designed to assess and 
improve combined maritime law enforcement capacity, 
promote national and regional security and increase 
interoperability between the regional navies. 
 
As part of the exercise, the Indian Navy, together with 

other partners, shall undertake the training of 
contingents from various participating countries in 
various fields across the spectrum of maritime security 
operations. 
 
Information sharing and information flow between 
various partner countries with respect to maritime 
domain awareness is also a key focus of the exercise and 
participation of India’s Information Fusion Centre – 

Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) would contribute to 
achieving the same. 

 

INDO-RUSSIA JOINT MILITARY EXERCISE 

'INDRA 2021' 

 
The 12th Edition of the Indo-Russia joint military 

exercise called ‘Exercise INDRA 2021’ will be held at 
Volgograd, Russia from 01 to 13 August 2021.  

 
The exercise will entail the conduct of counter-terror 
operations under the United Nations mandate by a 
joint force against international terror groups. 
 
250 personnel from both nations will form part of the 
exercise, which will involve the conduct of counter-
terror operations against international terror groups, 
under the United Nations mandate.  
 
The Indian Army 
contingent comprising of 
a Mechanised Infantry 

Battalion underwent 
rigorous training at 
different locations in India 
to refine their drills for 
participation in the joint 
exercise. 
 
About the Exercise INDRA-21: Exercise INDRA-21 will 
further strengthen mutual confidence and 
interoperability between the Indian & Russian Armies 
and enable sharing of best practices between the 
contingents of both countries.  
 
The exercise will be yet another milestone in 
strengthening security cooperation and will serve to 
reinforce the longstanding bond of friendship 
between India and Russia. 

 

👉YouTube Channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/chann

el/UCUBileLPWZl2jyfjjIZYiZQ  

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUBileLPWZl2jyfjjIZYiZQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUBileLPWZl2jyfjjIZYiZQ
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ARTICLE OF THE MONTH 
 

ATTACK OF PEGASUS SPYWARE 
 
Recently, it has been reported that Pegasus, the malicious software, has allegedly 
been used to secretly monitor and spy on an extensive host of public figures in 
India. According to the Amnesty International and Forbidden Stories, a French 
media non-profit, Israeli spyware Pegasus may have been used to spy around 300 
Indians, including around 40 journalists, scientists, government officials, a 

constitutional authority, three opposition leaders, and two cabinet ministers in 
the Central government. Last time in 2019, Israeli spyware Pegasus was allegedly 
used to spy on activists, journalists, senior government officials, and lawyers 
across 20 countries, including India. WhatsApp had then sued the Israeli spyware 
maker NSO Group. 
 

ABOUT PEGASUS 'A MALICIOUS SOFTWARE' 
 
It is a type of malicious software or malware classified as a spyware. It is designed to gain access to devices, without 
the knowledge of users, and gather personal information and relay it back to whoever it is that is using the software to 
spy. Pegasus has been developed by the Israeli firm NSO Group that was set up in 2010 . The earliest version of 
Pegasus discovered, which was captured by researchers in 2016, infected phones through what is called spear-
phishing – text messages or emails that trick a target into clicking on a malicious link. Since then, however, NSO’s 

attack capabilities have become more advanced. Pegasus infections can be achieved through so-called “zero-click” 

attacks, which do not require any interaction from the phone’s owner in order to succeed. These will often exploit 

“zero-day” vulnerabilities, which are flaws or bugs in an operating system that the mobile phone’s manufacturer 
does not yet know about and so has not been able to fix. 
 

TARGETS OF THE SPYWARE 
 
Human Rights activists, journalists and lawyers around the world have been targeted with phone malware sold to 
authoritarian governments by an Israeli surveillance firm. Indian ministers, government officials and opposition 
leaders also figure in the list of people whose phones may have been compromised by the spyware. In 2019, 
WhatsApp filed a lawsuit in the US court against Israel's NSO Group, alleging that the firm was incorporating 
cyber-attacks on the application by infecting mobile devices with malicious software. 
 
 

RECENT STEPS TAKEN IN INDIA 
 

 Cyber Surakshit Bharat Initiative: It was launched in 2018 with an aim to spread awareness about cybercrime 
and building capacity for safety measures for Chief Information Security Officers (CISOs) and frontline IT 
staff across all government departments. 

 

 National Cyber security Coordination Centre (NCCC): In 2017, the NCCC was developed to scan internet 
traffic and communication metadata (which are little snippets of information hidden inside each 

communication) coming into the country to detect real-time cyber threats. 
 

 Cyber Swachhta Kendra: In 2017, this platform was introduced for internet users to clean their computers and 
devices by wiping out viruses and malware. 

 

 Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (I4C): I4C was recently inaugurated by the government. National 

Cyber Crime Reporting Portal has also been launched pan India. 
 

 Computer Emergency Response Team - India (CERT-IN): It is the nodal agency which deals with cybersecurity 
threats like hacking and phishing. 

 

CONCERNED INTERNATIONAL MECHANISMS 
 

International Telecommunication Union (ITU): It is a specialized agency within the United Nations which plays a 
leading role in the standardization and development of telecommunications and cyber security issues.  
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Budapest Convention on Cybercrime: It is an international treaty that seeks to address Internet and computer crime 

(cybercrime) by harmonizing national laws, improving investigative techniques, and increasing cooperation among 
nations. It came into force on 1st July 2004. India is not a signatory to this convention. 
 

TYPES OF CYBER ATTACKS 
 

 Malware: It is short for malicious software, refers to any kind of software that is designed to cause damage to 
a single computer, server, or computer network. Ransomware, Spy ware, Worms, viruses, and Trojans are all 
varieties of malware.  

 

 Phishing: It is the method of trying to gather personal information using deceptive e-mails and websites. 
 

 Denial of Service attacks: A Denial-of-Service (DoS) attack is an attack meant to shut down a machine or 
network, making it inaccessible to its intended users. DoS attacks accomplish this by flooding the target with 
traffic, or sending it information that triggers a crash. 

 

 Man-in-the-middle (MitM) attacks: Also known as eavesdropping attacks, occur when attackers insert 
themselves into a two-party transaction. 

 Once the attackers interrupt the traffic, they can filter and steal data. 
 

 SQL Injection: SQL stands for Structured Query Language, a programming language used to communicate 
with databases. Many of the servers that store critical data for websites and services use SQL to manage the 
data in their databases. A SQL injection attack specifically targets such kinds of servers, using malicious code 
to get the server to divulge information it normally wouldn’t. 

 

 Cross-Site Scripting (XSS): Similar to an SQL injection attack, this attack also involves injecting malicious 
code into a website, but in this case the website itself is not being attacked. Instead the malicious code the 
attacker has injected, only runs in the user's browser when they visit the attacked website, and it goes after the 
visitor directly, not the website. 

 

 Social Engineering: It is an attack that relies on human interaction to trick users into breaking security 
procedures in order to gain sensitive information that is typically protected. 

 

SURVEILLANCE LAWS & PRIVACY IN INDIA 
 
Recently, a global collaborative investigative effort has revealed that, at least 
300 individuals in India, were potentially identified for targeted surveillance 
using sophisticated spyware called Pegasus. However, the government has 
claimed that all interception in India takes place lawfully. Communication 
surveillance in India takes place primarily under two laws - the Telegraph Act, 

1885 and the Information Technology Act, 2000. While the Telegraph Act deals 
with interception of calls, the IT Act was enacted to deal with surveillance of all 
electronic communication. 
 
 
 

TELEGRAPH ACT SECTION 5(2) 
 
Under Section 5(2) of this law, the government can intercept calls only in certain situations: Interests of the 
sovereignty and integrity of India, Security of the state, Friendly relations with foreign states or public order, 
Preventing incitement to the commission of an offence. These are the same restrictions imposed on free speech under 
Article 19(2) of the Constitution. However, these restrictions can be imposed only when there is a condition 
precedent - the occurrence of any public emergency, or in the interest of public safety. Further, the ground of selecting 
a person for surveillance and extent of information gathering has to be recorded in writing. This lawful interception 
cannot take place against journalists. Provided that press messages intended to be published in India of 
correspondents accredited to the Central Government or a State Government, unless their transmission has been 
prohibited under this subsection. 
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Tapping is a serious invasion of an individual’s privacy. It is no doubt correct that every Government exercises some 
degree of surveillance operation as a part of its intelligence outfit but at the same time citizen’s right to privacy has to 
be protected. 
 
Sanction for Interception: The abovementioned Supreme Court’s observations formed the basis of introducing Rule 

419A in the Telegraph Rules in 2007 and later in the rules prescribed under the IT Act in 2009. Rule 419A states that 

a Secretary to the Government of India (not below the rank of a Joint Secretary) in the Ministry of Home Affairs can 
pass orders of interception in the case of Centre, and similar provisions exist at the state level. 
 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY ACT (SECTION 69) 
 

Section 69 of the Information Technology Act and the Information Technology (Procedure for Safeguards for 
Interception, Monitoring and Decryption of Information) Rules, 2009 were enacted to further the legal framework for 
electronic surveillance. However, the scope of Section 69 the IT Act is much broader and vague than the Telegraph 
Act as the only condition precedent for engaging electronic surveillance is for the “investigation of an offence”. 
These provisions are problematic and offer the government total opacity in respect of its interception and monitoring 
activities. 
 

ASSOCIATED ISSUES WITH THE SURVEILLANCE: 
 

 Legal Loopholes: According to the Centre for Internet & Society, the gaps in laws allow surveillance and affect 
privacy. For example: Ambiguity on issues like type of interception, granularity of information that can be 
intercepted and the degree of assistance from service providers helps in bypassing the law and aids surveillance 
by the state. 

 

 Affects Fundamental Rights: The very existence of a surveillance system impacts the right to privacy (held by 

the SC in K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India case, 2017) and the exercise of freedom of speech and personal 
liberty under Articles 19 and 21 of the Constitution. 

 

 Authoritarian Regime: The surveillance promotes spread of authoritarianism in the government functioning 
since it allows the executive to exercise a disproportionate amount of power on the citizen and impacts their 
personal lives. 

 

 Threat to Freedom of Press: Current revelations over the use of Pegasus highlights that surveillance was also 
conducted on many journalists. This affects freedom of press. 

 

CONCLUSION 
 
There is a need for reforms in the Indian surveillance regime, which should incorporate ethics of surveillance and 
considers the moral aspects of how surveillance is employed. In this context, there is a need for a holistic debate before 
the Personal Data Protection (PDP) Bill, 2019 is enacted. So that the law can be tested against the cornerstone of 
fundamental rights and growth of the digital economy and security of the country can be balanced. 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
HAITI PRESIDENT, JOVENEL MOISE 

ASSASSINATED 

 
Haiti President, 

Jovenel Moise was 
assassinated and his 
wife wounded in an 
attack at their home, 
the interim prime 
minister announced an 
act that risks further 
destabilizing the 
Caribbean nation 

beset by gang violence and political volatility.  
 
The president faced steep opposition from swathes of 
the population that deemed his mandate illegitimate, 
and he churned through a series of seven prime 
ministers in four years.  
 
Most recently, Joseph was supposed to be replaced this 
week after only three months in the post. 
 
Moise, a former entrepreneur who set up a string of 
businesses in the north of the country, where he hails 
from, burst onto the political stage in 2017 with a 

message of re-building the impoverished nation.  
 
He campaigned on populist pledges, as all candidates 

in Haiti do, but he kept up the rhetoric even after he 
was elected in February 2017. 
 
 
 

 

LEAF COALITION ANNOUNCED AT CLIMATE 

LEADER'S SUMMIT 

 
At the Leaders Summit 
on Climate 2021, the 
LEAF (Lowering 
Emissions by 
Accelerating Forest 

Finance) Coalition was 
announced. It will be 
one of the most 
significant public-

private partnerships in the history of tropical forest 
conservation.  
 
It intends to raise at least USD 1 billion in funding for 
countries that are committed to protecting their tropical 
forests. 
 
It is a collaboration of the governments of the United 

States, the United Kingdom, and Norway. To 
participate, a country must meet certain predetermined 
conditions imposed by the Coalition. LEAF will employ 

the results-based financing model. Reducing Emissions 
from Deforestation and Forest Degradation: 
 

REDD+ seeks to mitigate climate change by 
incentivizing forest conservation. It monetizes the value 
of carbon locked up in most developing countries' 
tropical forests, propelling these countries to help 
mitigate climate change. The UN Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) established 
REDD+. 
 
 

 

WORLD'S TALLEST SANDCASTLE IN 

DENMARK 

 
A sandcastle in 

Denmark has entered 
into new Guinness 
World Record for being 
the tallest sandcastle in 
the world.  
 
The triangular-shaped 
sandcastle has been built 
in the town of Blokhus in Denmark. It stands at a 
height of 21.16 metres (69.4 feet).  
 
This new structure is 3.5m taller than the previous 
record held by sandcastle measuring 17.66 m in 
Germany in 2019. Dutch creator, Wilfred Stijger, was 
assisted by 30 of the world’s best sand sculptors. 

 
The structure is built in the shape of a triangle to avoid 
collapsing like many others have. A wooden structure 
was built around it to allow the artist to carve the 
incredible figures in the sand.  
 
This highly decorated monument in the small seaside 
village of Blokhus, which is reminiscent of a pyramid, is 
made up of 4,860 tonnes of sand. To ensure the sand 
sticks on, it was mixed with around 10% clay. 
 
 
 

WORLD'S SECOND BIGGEST 

HYDROELECTRIC DAM 

 
The Government of 

China officially turned 
on the first two 
generating units of the 
Baihetan Dam, the 
world’s second-biggest 

hydroelectric dam, to 
start generating energy.  
 
The Baihetan Dam is set up on the Jinsha River, in 
southwestern China. 
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About the dam: The dam is a 289-meter-tall (954-foot-
tall) double-curvature arch dam, having 16 generating 
units. 
 
Each unit will have to generate a capacity of 1 million 
kilowatts, making it the second biggest in size after the 

“Three Gorges Dam” opened in 2003 on the Yangtze, 
with 22.5 million kilowatts of generating capacity. 
 

Through the Baihetan Dam, the Chinese government 
aims to curb surging fossil fuel demand by building 
more hydropower capacity. 
 

Both the dams have been built by the state-owned 

Three Gorges Group Corp., the world’s biggest investor 
in hydro, solar and wind generation. 
 

MM NARAVANE TO INAUGURATE WAR 

MEMORIAL IN ITALY 

 
Indian Army chief 
General MM Naravane 
will embark on an official 
visit to the United 
Kingdom (UK) and Italy, 
during which he will be 
meeting his counterparts 
and the senior military 
leadership of these 

countries.  
 
The highlight of the visit will be Gen Naravane’s 

inauguration of the Indian Army Memorial in the 
famous town of Cassino, Italy. In the Battle of Monte 

Cassino during World War II, over 5,000 Indian 
soldiers laid down their lives while fighting to save Italy 
from fascist forces. 
 
Nearly 50,000 Indians were enlisted for Italy’s liberation 
between September 1943 and April 1945.  
 
Both the UK and Italy are important partners for India 
in the fields of defence, healthcare, aerospace, education, 
clean technology, renewable energy and information 
and communication technology among others. 
 

US, AFGHANS, PAK, UZBEKISTAN TO FORM 

NEW QUAD 

 
The US, Afghanistan, 
Pakistan and Uzbekistan 
have agreed in principle 
to establish a new 
quadrilateral diplomatic 
platform focused on 
enhancing regional 
connectivity.  
 

The parties consider long-term peace and stability in 
Afghanistan critical to regional connectivity and agree 

that peace and regional connectivity are mutually 
reinforcing. 
 
Afghanistan’s strategic location has for a long time been 
touted as a competitive advantage for the country. 
Afghanistan is bordered by Pakistan to the east and 
south, Iran to the west, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and 
Tajikistan to the north, and China to the northeast. 
 
The formation of the new quad group is important amid 
China’s desire to extend its Belt Road Initiative (BRI) to 

Afghanistan.  The BRI, a multi-billion-dollar initiative 
launched by Chinese President Xi Jinping when he 

came to power in 2013, aims to link Southeast Asia, 
Central Asia, the Gulf region, Africa and Europe with a 
network of land and sea routes.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

SAUDI ARABIA ENDS MALE GUARDIAN 

REQUIREMENT 

 
According to the 
Ministry of Hajj and 
Umrah, Saudi Arabia, 
women can now register 
for the annual Hajj 
pilgrimage without a 
male guardian 
(marham).  
 
In registration guidelines of Hajj for domestic pilgrims, 
the ministry highlights, women do not need to require 
a male guardian to register and could do registration 
along with other women. Women wishing to perform 
Hajj will have to register individually. 

 
India had announced the same rule in 2017 when the 
Modi government declared that women could go on 
Hajj without a male companion. Muslim women were 
exempted from mahram and also from the lottery 
system. 
 
What is Hajj: It is an annual Islamic pilgrimage to 

Mecca, Saudi Arabia, which is considered as holiest city 
for Muslims. Hajj is a mandatory religious duty for 
Muslims which is must to carry at least once in their 
lifetime by all adult Muslims. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

SHER BAHADUR DEUBA BECOMES NEPAL PM 

FOR 5TH TIME 

 
Nepali Congress 
President Sher Bahadur 

Deuba on 13th July 
became the country’s 
Prime Minister for the fifth 
time.  
 
His appointment is in line 
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with the ruling issued by the Supreme Court on 12th 
July to make way for his claim to the premiership, 
replacing incumbent K P Sharma Oli. 
 
Previously, Deuba served as Nepal’s Prime Minister 
four times from June 2017 to February 2018, June 2004 to 
February 2005, July 2001 to October 2002 and September 
1995 to March 1997. 
 

 

INDIA LAUNCHED BHIM UPI SERVICES IN 

BHUTAN 

 
Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman has launched 
BHIM-UPI QR-based 
payments in Bhutan will 
further strengthen the 
cooperation between the 
two neighbouring 
nations.  

 
With the launch in Bhutan, the payment infrastructures 
of the two countries are seamlessly connected and will 
benefit tourists and businessmen from India who travel 
to Bhutan.  
 
This will enhance the ease of living and travelling 
through cashless transactions. 
 
The services have started in Bhutan under India’s 

“Neighbourhood First” policy. She described BHIM 
UPI as one of the brightest in facilitating digital 
transactions in India during the pandemic. 

 
 

WORLD'S LARGEST FLOATING SOLAR PANEL 

FARMS 

 
Singapore has 
unveiled one of the 
world’s largest 
floating solar panel 
farms. The project is 
part of efforts by the 
country to meet a goal 
of quadrupling its solar 
energy production by 

2025 to help tackle climate change.  
 
Located on a reservoir in western Singapore, the 60 
megawatt-peak solar photovoltaic farm has been built 
by a wholly-owned subsidiary of Sembcorp Industries.  

 
Spanning an area equivalent to 45 football fields and 
producing enough electricity to power the island’s five 
water treatment plants. 
 
The electricity generated from the one lakh 22 thousand 
solar panels on the 45-hectare site should make 
Singapore one of the few countries in the world to have 

a water treatment system fully powered by sustainable 
energy.  
 
The solar farm could help to reduce carbon emissions by 
about 32 kilotonnes annually, comparable to taking 
7,000 cars off the roads. 

 

PM of Singapore: Lee Hsien Loong. 
 

G20 ENVIRONMENT MINISTERS' MEETING 

2021 

 
The G20 Environment 
Ministers’ Meeting 2021 
is one of the ministerial 
meetings organized as 
part of the G20 Leaders 

Summit 2021, which will 
be hosted by Italy in 
October 2021.  
 
The 2021 G20, under the Italian Presidency, will focus 
on three broad, interconnected pillars of action: People, 
Planet, Prosperity.  
 
Within these pillars, the G20 aims to take the lead in 

ensuring a swift international response to the COVID-

19 pandemic – able to provide equitable, worldwide 
access to diagnostics, therapeutics and vaccines – while 
building up resilience to future health-related shocks. 
 
India was represented by a delegation led by Hon’ble 

Union Environment Minister, Bhupender Yadav and 
includes Minister of State, Ashwini Kumar Choubey 
and senior officers of the Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change. 
 

UZBEKISTAN HOSTS 'CENTRAL & SOUTH 

ASIA CONFERENCE' 

 
Uzbekistan has hosted a 
high-level International 
Conference titled “Central 
and South Asia: Regional 

Connectivity. Challenges 
and Opportunities” at 
Tashkent.  
 
The conference was an initiative of the President of 

Uzbekistan, Shavkat Mirziyoyev. It was attended by 
President of Afghanistan Ashraf Ghani, Ministers from 
Central Asian, West Asian and South Asian countries, 
including Minister of External Affairs of India Dr. S. 
Jaishankar.  
 
Delegates from over 40 countries and about 30 
international organizations, and heads of think tanks 
participated in the conference. 
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About the conference: Ashraf Ghani underlined the 

historical proximity of two regions and the importance 
of strengthening it on the basis of mutual trust and 
interests. 
 
President Mirziyoyev said the world has entered an era 
of global geopolitical transformations and that the 
‘revival of mutual ties between Central and South Asia, 
where about two billion people live today, is becoming 
an ever more demanding and objective process’. 
 
The international conference was also addressed online 
by UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres. He said 
connectivity is central to economic growth and 
sustainable development, leading to regional 
cooperation and friendly relations among near and far 
neighbours. He urged active and collective engagement 
in support of Afghanistan’s peace and security. 

 
Dr. Jaishankar said that for Central Asian countries, the 
Chabahar port in Iran provides a ‘secure, viable and 
unhindered access to the sea. The port has been 
proposed to be included in the International North-
South Transport Corridor (INSTC).  
 
It may be added that an India-Uzbekistan-Iran-

Afghanistan Quadrilateral Working Group has been 
formed on the joint use of Chabahar port. 

 

SCO DEFENCE MINISTERS' MEETING IN 

TAJIKISTAN 

 
Raksha Mantri Rajnath 
Singh is on a three-day 
visit to Dushanbe, 

Tajikistan from July 27-
29, 2021 to attend the 
annual meeting of the 
Defence Ministers of 
Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) 

member states.  

 
During the annual meeting, defence cooperation issues 
among SCO member states will be discussed and a 
communique is expected to be issued after the 
deliberations.  
 
Raksha Mantri will also meet his Tajikistan 

counterpart Col Gen Sherali Mirzo to discuss bilateral 
issues and other issues of mutual interest. 
 

 

ABDULLAH SHAHID WON PRESIDENCY OF 

76TH UNGA 

 
Foreign Minister of Maldives Abdulla Shahid won the 
Presidency of the 76th Session of the United Nations 
General Assembly (UNGA).  
 

This is for the first time in the history of the United 

Nations (UN), Maldives will hold the office of President 
at the UNGA. Abdulla Shahid’s victory at the UNGA 
Presidential election is a “proud accomplishment” and 
“a step forward in elevating the country’s stature on the 
global stage”. 
 
Maldives’ decision to 
join the UN in 1965, 
immediately after its 
independence, sparked a 
debate on how a 
“microstate”, could 
possibly contribute to the 
organisation.  
 
Over the years, Maldives has cleared all the doubts by 
raising its voice on issues of concern and playing a 
prominent role in the UN as well as in the other 
multilateral organisations including the 
Commonwealth. 
 
President of the Maldives: Ibrahim Mohamed Solih. 

Capital of Maldives: Male.  
Currency of the Maldives: Maldivian Rufiyaa. 

 

PEDRO CASTILLO ELECTED AS PRESIDENT 

OF PERU 

 
Rural teacher-turned-
political novice, Pedro 

Castillo became the 
winner of Peru’s 
presidential election 
after the country’s 
longest electoral count in 
40 years.  
 
Castillo, whose supporters included Peru’s poor and 

rural citizens, defeated right-wing politician Keiko 

Fujimori by just 44,000 votes.  
 
Electoral authorities released the final official results 
more than a month after the runoff election took place 
in the South American nation. 
 
The economy of Peru, the world’s second-largest 

copper producer, has been crushed by the coronavirus 
pandemic, increasing the poverty level to almost one-
third of the population and eliminating the gains of a 
decade. 

NAJIB MIKATI AS LEBANON'S NEW PRIME 

MINISTER 

 
Billionaire businessman 
Najib Mikati was 
appointed as Lebanon’s 

new prime minister-
designate following 
binding parliamentary 
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consultations with President Michel Aoun.  

 
He ran virtually unopposed, receiving 72 votes, with 
former ambassador Nawaf Salam receiving just one 
vote. Forty-two MPs voted blank, and three MPs did not 
vote at all. 
 
His appointment comes just 11 days after Saad Hariri 
resigned as prime minister-designate, following nine 
months of political deadlock and dispute with President 
Aoun and his son-in-law MP Gebran Bassil. 

 
Lebanon’s economy continues to crumble with half the 
population living below the poverty line and a 
spiralling local currency that lost more than 90 per cent 
of its value.  

 
The country has been without a full-fledged 
government for almost one year and is struggling to 
reform its economy to unlock international aid. 
 
 
 

 

RUSSIA TEST-FIRED S-500 AIR DEFENCE 

SYSTEM 

 
Russia has successfully 
test-fired its new S-500 
air defence missile 
systems, from a 
southern training range, 
Kapustin Yar, on July 20, 
2021.  
 
It hit a high-speed 

ballistic target as planned. The S-500 missile system is 
under development by the Almaz-Antey Air Defence 
Concern.  
 
After tests are successfully completed the first S-500 
systems which are also named the Triumfator-M and 

Prometheus will be placed at an air defence unit outside 
the city of Moscow. 
 
The S-500 is the most advanced anti-missile system in 
the world and is expected to have a range of 600km. 
This missile system is also capable of countering attacks 
from space. 
 
The S-500, also known as Prometey or 55R6M 

“Triumfator-M”, is a Russian surface-to-air 
missile/anti-ballistic missile system which is the most 
advanced anti-missile system in the world and is 
capable of countering attacks from space. 
 

SWEDEN JOINS INTERNATIONAL SOLAR 

ALLIANCE 

 
Sweden has ratified the framework agreement for the 

International Solar Alliance (ISA) and is now a 

member of the global platform, which is an initiative of 
India aimed at promoting renewable energy and 
sustainable development.  
 
Sweden hopes to bring 
its expertise and its 
experience in 
renewable energy and 
clean energy 

technologies to 
discussions in the ISA 
to contribute to 
meeting the challenges 
related to climate change. 
 
In April 2018, Prime Minister Modi visited Stockholm 
during which both sides agreed to further deepen 
innovation partnership for a sustainable future.  
 
The ISA has been conceived as an action-oriented, 

member-driven, collaborative platform to increase the 
availability of solar energy technologies to enhance 
energy security and sustainable development. 
 
ISA Headquarters: Gurugram. 

ISA Founded: 30 November 2015. 
ISA Founded: Paris, France. 
ISA Director-General: Ajay Mathur. 
 

CHINA UNVEILS MAGLEV TRAIN OF TOP 

SPEED 600 KPH 

 
China unveiled a maglev train capable of a top speed of 
600 kph.  
 
The maximum speed 
would make the train, 
self-developed by China 
and manufactured in the 
coastal city of Qingdao, 
the fastest ground vehicle 
globally.  
 
Using electromagnetic force, the maglev train 

“levitates” above the track with no contact between 
body and rail. China has been using the technology for 
almost two decades on a very limited scale. 
 
About the train: Shanghai has a short maglev line 
running from one of its airports to town. At 600 kph, it 
would only take 2.5 hours to travel from Beijing to 
Shanghai by train – a journey of more than 1,000 km.  
 
Launched in October 2016, the high-speed maglev train 
project saw the development of a magnetic-levitation 
train prototype with a designed top speed of 600 km 
per hour in 2019 and conducted a successful test run in 
June 2020. 
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ARTICLE OF THE MONTH 
 

ROAD AHEAD FOR AFGHANISTAN AFTER US EXIT 
 

Recently, the US troops departed from the biggest airbase in Afghanistan after 
the 20-year-long war, effectively ending their military operations in the country.  
 

Background: On 11th September 2001, terrorist attacks in America killed nearly 
3,000 people. Osama Bin Laden, the head of Islamist terror group al-Qaeda, was 
quickly identified as the man responsible. The Taliban, radical Islamists who ran 
Afghanistan at that time, protected Bin Laden, and refused to hand him over. So, a 
month after 9/11, the US launched airstrikes against Afghanistan (Operation 

Enduring Freedom). After the attacks, the NATO coalition troops declared war on 
Afghanistan. The US dislodged the Taliban regime and established a transitional 
government in Afghanistan. 
 

REASON FOR US PULL BACK 
 

The US had reached the conclusion long ago that the war was unwinnable. The US 
administration had sent a representative to the first-ever meeting between the Taliban 

and the Afghan government that was hosted by Pakistan in Murree in 2015. However, 
the Murree talks did not progress.  
 
Doha Talk: The US appointed a special envoy for Afghanistan with a mandate to 
directly negotiate with the Taliban. They held talks with Taliban representatives in 

Doha that led to the February 2020 agreement between the US and the insurgents. 
Before the Doha talks started, the Taliban had maintained that they would hold direct 

talks only with the US, and not with the Kabul government, which they did not 
recognize. The US effectively accepted this demand when they cut the Afghan 
government off the process and entered direct talks with the insurgents. 

TERMS OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN US & TALIBAN 
 
It dealt with four aspects of the conflict — violence, foreign troops, intra-Afghan peace  

talks and the use of Afghan soil by terrorist groups such as al-Qaeda and the Islamic 
State (the IS has an Afghan unit). In the agreement, the US administration promised that 
it would withdraw all American troops from Afghanistan by 1st May, 2021. The 
deadline has been pushed to 11th September 2021. The Taliban promised to reduce 
violence, join intra-Afghan peace talks and cut all ties with foreign terrorist groups. 

 

INDIA REACH OUT TO THE TALIBAN 
 
India made contacts with the Taliban in Doha. This signals a late but realist 
acknowledgement from the Indian side that the Taliban would play a critical role in Afghanistan in the coming years. 
India has three critical areas in dealing with the Taliban. Protecting its investments, which run into billions of rupees, 

in Afghanistan; Preventing a future Taliban regime from being a pawn of Pakistan; Making sure that the Pakistan-
backed anti-India terrorist groups do not get support from the Taliban. In the past, India chose not to engage the 
Taliban (New Delhi had backed the Northern Alliance) and the costs were dear when the Taliban was in power. In 

November 2001, the Northern Alliance took control of the Afghanistan capital Kabul. The Northern Alliance fought 
a defensive war against the Taliban government and were being helped by the US and other countries that agreed 
with it, including the UK. 
 

POSSIBLE SCENARIOS FOR AFGHANISTAN 
 
The American withdrawal has turned the balance of power in the battleground in favour of the Taliban. They are 
already making rapid advances, and could launch a major offensive targeting the city centres and provincial capitals 
once the Americans are out. 
 
There could be three scenarios: 
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 There could be a political settlement in which the Taliban and the government agree to some power-sharing 

mechanism and jointly shape the future of Afghanistan. As of now, this looks like a remote possibility. 

 An all-out civil war may be possible, in which the government, economically backed and militarily trained 
by the West, holds on to its positions in key cities and the Taliban expand its reach in the countryside, while 
other ethnic militias fight for their fiefs. This is already unfolding. 

 The Taliban taking over the country. 

 

CONCLUSION 
 
After the agreement was signed, the US put pressure on the Afghan government to release thousands of Taliban 

prisoners. A key Taliban precondition for starting intra-Afghan talks. Talks between Taliban representatives and the 

Afghan government began in Doha in September 2020 but did not reach any breakthrough. At present, the peace 
process is frozen. The Taliban reduced hostilities against foreign troops but continued to attack Afghan forces even 

after the agreement was signed. Kabul maintains that the Pakistan support for the Taliban is allowing the insurgents 
to overcome military pressure and carry forward with their agenda. 
 
 

BUILD BACK BETTER WORLD (B3W) INITIATIVE 
 
The G7 (Group of Seven) Countries proposed a ‘Build Back Better World 

(B3W) initiative’ at the recent 47th G7 summit to counter China’s Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI).  
 

GROUP OF SEVEN (G-7) 
 
It is an intergovernmental organisation that was formed in 1975. The bloc 
meets annually to discuss issues of common interest like global economic 
governance, international security and energy policy. The G7 countries are the 
UK, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan and the US. All the G7 countries 
and India are a part of G20. The G7 does not have a formal constitution or a 
fixed headquarters. The decisions taken by leaders during annual summits are non-binding. 
 

KEY HIGHLIGHTS 
 
It aims to address the infrastructure investment deficit in developing and lower income countries - the space which 
has been increasingly captured by China through 2,600 BRI projects with trillions of dollars of investment. BRI 
projects are perceived as corrosive tactics or debt traps laid by China for its strategic dominance in trade, foreign 

policy and geopolitics in the world. The overall focus is on developing transportation, logistics and communications, 
which would reduce trade and transaction cost for China’s trade, give more market access to Chinese markets and 

ensure stable supply of energy and other resources. This infrastructure plan is being led by the United States. 

 
B3W initiative will provide a transparent infrastructure partnership to help narrow about $40 trillion needed by 

developing nations by 2035. It calls for spending hundreds of billions of dollars in collaboration with the private 
sector while adhering to climate standards and labour practices. However, the announcement is yet to be made about 
how exactly the plan would work or how much capital it would ultimately allocate. 
 

CHINA'S BELT & ROAD INITIATIVE (BRI) 
 
It was launched in 2013. It involves development and investment initiatives that would stretch from Asia to Europe 

and beyond. More than 100 countries have signed agreements with China to cooperate in BRI projects like railways, 
ports, highways and other infrastructure. 
 
China’s Investment through BRI: Since its inception, outward investment has 
been aggressive as China’s FDI (Foreign Direct Investment) outflow to 
inflow ratio increased to 1 from around 0.34 during 2001-10. In volume terms, 
the FDI outflow increased to an average of $140 billion in 2016-19 from an 
annual average $25 billion during 2001-10. China is investing in Africa to lay a 
comprehensive transportation network. China has also signed various contacts 
with the East Asian region, mostly focusing on transportation, railways, 
roadways and waterways, for better integration between China and ASEAN 
countries. 
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Important Projects: China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), the Bangladesh-China, the Myanmar Economic 
Corridor (BCIM) and the Colombo Port City Project in Sri Lanka, amongst others, are important BRI projects. China 
has a plan to complete 4,000 km of railways and 10,000 km of highways within the Central Asian region as part of 
BRI. 
 
India's Concerns: India has expressed concerns about the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), as it traverses 
through Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK). The massive infrastructure project connects China’s Xinjiang province 
with Gwadar port in Pakistan’s Balochistan province. India refused to join the Chinese initiative in the past and 
raised its voice against the BRI. India also sees an adverse trade impact on its products’ competitiveness, market 

access, resource extraction etc. due to Chinese competition. 
 

SIGNIFICANCE OF BUILD BACK BETTER WORLD (B3W) 
 
The re-emergence of China as a leading global power is considered to be one of the most significant geo-political 

events of recent times, alongside the 1991 fall of the Soviet Union that ended the Cold War. China in 1979 had an 
economy that was smaller than Italy's, but after opening to foreign investment and introducing market reforms, it has 

become the world's second-largest economy and is a global leader in a range of new technologies. However, the 
West had failed to offer a positive alternative to the "lack of transparency, poor environmental and labour standards, 

and coercive approach" of the Chinese government that had left many countries worse off. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
The counter proposal of B3W is certainly a welcome step to contain the adverse implications of a Chinese mega plan. 
However, B3W lacks coherent thoughts and proper planning at this stage. Nevertheless, it is better late than never. 
Moreover, it remains to be seen what role India will play in B3W since it has been a strong opponent of China’s BRI. 
The counter-strategy is necessary to bring down Chinese leverage. A macro view of BRI projects across geography — 
quantum and pattern of investment — clearly reflects the motive of China-centric international economic 

integration, production networks, hegemony in the Asia-Pacific region and, eventually, the global economy. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.easevidya   

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.easevidya
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ECONOMIC AFFAIRS 

WORLD BANK EXPANDS VACCINE FUNDING 

TO $20 BILLION 

 
The World Bank has 
announced additional 
funding of $8 billion for 
Covid-19 vaccines, for 
developing countries. 
With this, the total 
financing available for 
the Covid-19 vaccine 

reaches $20 billion.  
 
Earlier the World Bank had announced $12 billion for 
the same. This funding will be used over the next 18 
months till 2022 end. 
 
World Bank Group President David Malpass has also 
called on countries with surplus doses to release it for 
use by developing countries and requested vaccine 
manufacturers to prioritise the available doses for such 
developing countries that urgently need them.  
 
Further, the Bank also provided over $4 billion for the 
purchase and deployment of Covid vaccines for 51 
developing countries, half of which are in Africa. 
 

3RD G20 FINANCE MINISTERS' MEETING 

 
Union Minister for 
Finance & Corporate 
Affairs, Nirmala 
Sitharaman participated 
virtually in the Third G20 
Finance Ministers and 
Central Bank Governors 
(FMCBG) Meeting under 

the Italian Presidency.  
 
The two-day meeting saw discussions on a wide range 
of issues including global economic risks and health 
challenges, policies for recovery from the CoVID-19 
pandemic, international taxation, sustainable finance 
and financial sector issues. 
 
The G20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank 

Governors reaffirmed their resolve to use all available 
policy tools for as long as required to address the 
adverse consequences of COVID-19. 
 
Smt. Sitharaman appreciated the Italian G20 
Presidency for identifying three catalysts of resilient 
economic recovery from the pandemic as being 
Digitalization, Climate Action and Sustainable 
Infrastructure and shared the Indian experience of 
integrating technology with inclusive service delivery 
during the pandemic. 

 

RBI LAUNCHED 'RBI RETAIL DIRECT SCHEME' 

 
The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) has launched ‘the RBI 
Retail Direct’ scheme for 

retail investors, through 
which they can directly buy 
and sell government 
securities (G-Secs), both 

primary and secondary.   
 
The bond-buying window was opened to increase retail 
participation in G-Secs and democratize ownership of 
G-Secs beyond the managers of pooled resources such 
as banks and mutual funds. The date of commencement 
of the scheme will be announced later. 
 
Highlights of the ‘RBI Retail Direct’ scheme: The RBI 
Retail Direct scheme is a one-stop solution to facilitate 
investment in Government Securities (G-Secs) by 

individual investors. 
 
This dedicated bond-buying window is a part of RBI’s 
effort to increase retail participation in government 
securities. 
 
The scheme also provides the facility to Retail investors 
(individuals) to open and maintain the ‘Retail Direct 
Gilt Account’ (RDG Account) with RBI. 

 
Under this scheme, retail investors are able to open and 
maintain their gilt securities account named ‘Retail 
Direct Gilt Account’ (RDG Account) through a ‘With 
RBI’ online portal‘. 
 
RBI 25th Governor: Shaktikant Das; Headquarters: 
Mumbai; Founded: 1 April 1935, Kolkata. 
 

IMF PROJECTED INDIA'S GDP GROWTH AT 

9.5% 

 
The International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) 
has sharply cut India’s 
economic growth 
projection by 300 basis 
points, from 12.5 per 
cent to 9.5 per cent for 
the financial year 2021-
22 (FY22).  

 
The downward revision in the GDP growth rate is due 
to a lack of access to vaccines and the possibility of 
renewed waves of coronavirus. 
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For FY23 (2022-23), IMF has estimated the gross 

domestic product (GDP) of India at 8.5 per cent, which 
is 160 basis points higher than its earlier projection of 6.9 
per cent.  
 
In the case of the global economy, IMF has projected 6.0 
per cent growth in 2021 and 4.9 per cent in 2022. 
 
 

RBI PLANS DIGITAL CURRENCY PILOTS SOON 

 
The Reserve Bank of 

India is currently working 
on a phased 
implementation strategy 
for its own digital 
currency, Central Bank 
Digital Currency (CBDC), 
and will launch it in the 
wholesale and retail 

segments soon.  
 
India is already a leader in digital payments, but cash 
remains dominant for small-value transactions.  
 
RBI is currently examining the scope of CBDCs, the 
underlying technology, the validation mechanism, 
distribution architecture and degree of anonymity etc. 
 
The primary idea for the RBI is to protect consumers 
from the appalling level of volatility seen in some or 
many of the virtual currencies that have no sovereign 
backing.  
 
Though the phased rollout of digital currency augurs 
well for India, it will come with its own challenges. 
 
Digital currencies are gaining more and more traction 
by the day, and there are countries that have launched 
or are going to be launching digital currencies, including 
Ecuador, Tunisia, Senegal, Sweden, Estonia, China, 
Russia, Japan, Venezuela, and Israel. 
 

👉Instagram: 

https://www.instagram.com/succ

ess_mantra_digital/  
 
 
 

CENTRAL BANK DIGITAL CURRENCY (CBDC) - 

RBI 
 

The Reserve Bank of India may soon launch a pilot 
project to evaluate the feasibility of using digital 
currencies for wholesale and retail payments.  
 

These projects will help adjust RBI's strategy to 
introduce a comprehensive central bank digital 
currency (CBDC).   
 
A high-level inter-
ministerial committee 
appointed by the 
Finance Ministry 
recommended the 
establishment of a 
CBDC along with 
changes to the legal 
framework, including 
the RBI Act, which currently allows the RBI to regulate 
the issuance of bank notes. 

 
About The Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC): It 
is the legal tender and responsibility of the national 
central bank in digital form.  
 
It is denominated in sovereign currency and appears on 
the balance sheet of a country's central bank.  
 
CBDC is a digital currency that can be exchanged at the 
same price as a country's cash of similar denomination 
and traditional central bank deposits. 
 
At the moment, central banks from various countries are 
investigating the positive implications of digital 
currency for financial inclusion, economic growth, 
technology, innovation, and increased transaction 
efficiencies. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

  

https://www.instagram.com/success_mantra_digital/
https://www.instagram.com/success_mantra_digital/
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APPOINTMENTS 
AMITABH KANT GETS EXTENSION AS CEO OF 

NITI AAYOG 

 
The Appointments 
Committee of the 
Cabinet (ACC) has 
extended the tenure of 
NITI Aayog Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) 
Amitabh Kant, by one 
year till June 30, 2022.  
 

This is for the third time that Kant’s tenure has been 
extended. Mr Kant was first appointed as the CEO of 

the federal policy think tank on February 17, 2016, for a 
fixed two-year term. 
 
The 1980 batch IAS officer was given an extension for 
the first time till 30 June 2019, after his tenure was to 
expire in February 2018. Again he was given two years 
extension till June 30, 2021. 
 
 

 

KK VENUGOPAL'S TERM AS ATTORNEY 

GENERAL EXTENDED 

 
K.K. Venugopal's term as 
Attorney General (AG) 
has been extended by the 
central government for 
another year. In 2020, he 
received his first term 
extension.  
 

He would be in charge of the government's legal 
defence in several sensitive Supreme Court cases, 
including the challenge to the repeal of Article 370 and 
the Citizenship Amendment Act. 

 
About Attorney General (AG): The Attorney General of 
India is a member of the Union Executive. She/he is the 
highest ranking law enforcement officer in the country. 
 
Article 76 of the Indian Constitution establishes the 
Office of the Attorney General of India. 

 
Appointment and Eligibility: The President appoints 
the AG on the advice of the government. He/she must 
be a person eligible to be appointed as a Supreme 

Court judge, that is, he/she must be an Indian citizen 
and must have served as a judge in a high court for five 
years or an advocate in a high court for ten years or an 
eminent jurist. The term of the office is not specified in 
the Constitution. 
 

Removal: The Constitution makes no mention of 
removal. She/he serves during the pleasure of the 
President. 
 

FEDERAL BANK TO APPOINT SHYAM 

SRINIVASAN AS MD & CEO 

 
Federal Bank shareholders 
have approved the motion 
to re-appoint Shyam 
Srinivasan as the 
Managing Director and 
Chief Executive Officer of 
the lender for a period of 
three years.  
 
His reappointment will come into effect from September 
23, 2021, to September 22, 2024. Srinivasan took over as 
Federal Bank MD & CEO in 2010 and has been at the 
helm since then. 
 
Srinivasan is among the few foreign bankers who 
chose to move to smaller Indian banks after fairly long, 
successful stints in foreign banks (the others include 
RBL Bank’s Vishwavir Ahuja and DCB Bank’s Murali 
Natrajan).  

 
Over the last decade, Srinivasan has been at the helm of 
Federal, the bank has transformed into a mid-sized 
private bank with a strong focus on retail business, 
including gold loans and funding small and medium 
entrepreneurs. 
 
Federal Bank Headquarters: Aluva, Kerala 

Federal Bank Founder: K.P Hormis 

Federal Bank Founded: 23 April 1931 
 
 

TWITTER APPOINTED VINAY PRAKASH AS 

RGO, INDIA 

 
Twitter has named Vinay Prakash as the Resident 

Grievance Officer (RGO) for India, as per the 
information updated on its website.  
 
Users can contact Vinay Prakash using an email ID 
listed on the page.  
 
Earlier the US-based company had announced the 
appointment of California-based Jeremy Kessel as the 
new Grievance Officer for India. 
 
However, as per the new IT rules in India, social 

media platforms with over 50 lakh users are mandated 
to appoint three key personnel namely chief compliance 
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officer, nodal officer and grievance officer, and all these 
three personnel have to be residents in India. 
 
Chief Executive Officer of Twitter: Jack Dorsey. 

Twitter formed: 21 March 2006. 
Headquarters of Twitter: San Francisco, California, 

United States. 
 

R. ASTHANA APPOINTED AS DELHI POLICE 

COMMISSIONER 

 
Border Security Force (BSF) Director General (DG), 
Rakesh Asthana has been appointed as the Delhi Police 

Commissioner, with immediate effect. His appointment 
comes just three days before his superannuation on July 
31, 2021.  
 

The Appointments 
Committee of the 
Cabinet has extended 
Asthana’s service initially 
for a period of one year 
beyond the date of his 
superannuation or until 
further order, whichever 
is earlier. 

 
Asthana, a 1984-batch IPS officer, had earlier served as 
the Special Director of the Central Bureau of 
Investigation.  
 
He was the Narcotics Control Bureau chief when actor 
Rhea Chakraborty was arrested in a drugs case in 
Mumbai. During his stint in the CBI in 2018,  Ashtana 
was engaged in an unsavoury spat with the then CBI 

Director Alok Verma.  

 
Both the officers were removed from the central probe 
agency and Asthana was subsequently cleared of the 
charges. 
 
 

FIN-MIN JOINT SECY. APPOINTED TO UN TAX 

COMMITTEE 

 
The joint secretary of the Finance Ministry, Rasmi 

Ranjan Das has been appointed to the UN tax 

committee as a member for the term period 2021 to 
2025.   
 
Das is among the tax experts from around the world 
who has been appointed as a member of the UN tax 
committee. She is Joint Secretary – (FT&TR-I), Central 
Board of Direct Taxes, Department of Revenue, 
Ministry of Finance. 
 
About UN Committee: Formally known as the UN 
Committee of Experts on International Cooperation in 
Tax Matters, this committee helps the countries’ efforts 
to advance stronger and forward-looking tax policies 
which are adapted to 
suit the realities of a 
digitalised economy, 
globalised trade and 
investment and the 
ever-worsening 
environmental 
degradation. 
 
It assists countries in their efforts to prevent double or 
multiple taxations as well as non-taxation, broaden their 
tax base, strengthen their tax administrations, and curb 
international tax evasion and avoidanc 
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AWARDS & HONOR 
KAUSHIK BASU AWARDED WITH HUMBOLDT 

RESEARCH AWARD 

 
Indian economist Kaushik Basu has been awarded the 
Humboldt Research Award for Economics. The award 
was conferred on him by Professor Dr Hans-Bernd 
Schäfer of Bucerius Law School in Hamburg, Germany.  
 

A former chief economist 
of the World Bank, Basu is 
currently a professor of 
Economics at Cornell 
University.  
 
He also served as the 
Government of India’s 

chief economic advisor from 2009 to 2012. Basu is also a 
recipient of the Padma Bhushan, the third-highest 
civilian award in India. 
 
Humboldt Research Award: The prestigious award is 
sponsored by the Alexander von Humboldt 

Foundation and awarded to as many as 100 recipients 
each year. 
 
The Humboldt Research Award honours scientists and 
economists from across the world for their work. The 
award entails prize money of 60,000 euros and an offer 
to carry out research projects at a scientific institution in 
Germany for up to 12 months. 
 
 

 
 

ODIA POET HONOURED WITH KUVEMPU 

RASHTRIYA PURASKAR 

 
The Kuvempu 

Rashtriya Puraskar, the 
national award 
instituted in memory of 
late poet laureate 
Kuvempu, has been 
awarded to renowned 
Odia poet Dr. Rajendra 
Kishore Panda for the 

year 2020.  

 
The prestigious award carries a cash award of Rs 5 lakh, 
a silver medal, and a citation. 
 
About the Dr. Panda: Born on June 24, 1944, Dr. Panda 
writes in the Odia language. He has published 16 
poetry collections and a novel.  
 
He is a major Indian poet who steered the path of 
modern Odia poetry to great heights. He was awarded 
the Gangadhar National Award in 2010, and the 

Sahitya Akademi Award in 1985. He was awarded a 
D.Litt by Sambalpur University. 
 
About the Award: Founded in 1992, Rashtrakavi 

Kuvempu Trust instituted this national annual literary 
award in 2013 in the name of Kuvempu to recognize 
litterateurs who had contributed in any language 
recognized by the Constitution of India. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

TORONTO INTERNATIONAL WOMEN FILM 

FESTIVAL 

 
Freelance filmmaker 
Deepti Pillay Sivan’s most 
touted documentary, 

“Decoding Shankar” 
about the life and career of 
the celebrated musician 
Shankar Mahadevan, 
recently won the Best 
Film Award in the Documentary section (Best 

Biographical) at the Toronto International Women Film 
Festival, 2021. 
 
The 52-minute docu-film released a few years ago is a 
sketch of the life of the prolific musician focusing on 
how he balances his career as a singer, music composer, 
and teacher.  
 
The film gives interesting tidbits about his family life 
and shares interesting moments about his passion for 
cooking. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

WORLD'S AIRLINE OF THE YEAR AWARD 

 
Korean Air has been 
announced the winner of 
one of the most prestigious 
honours in the aviation 
industry: Air Transport 
World’s (ATW) 2021 
Airline of the Year.  
 
This year’s award is even more meaningful to Korean 
Air, as the global industry has been suffering from the 
unprecedented crisis caused by COVID-19. 
 
The company’s excellent leadership, its ability to 
remain operationally profitable through the industry’s 
worst-ever crisis, its strong commitment to health 

safety customer service excellence, and its remarkable 
relationship with employees.”  
 
The judges also noted the airline’s “transformational 
strategic deal to incorporate Asiana and create a larger, 
more global flagship carrier.  
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Korean Air plans to continue to strengthen its position 
in the global aviation industry and aims to become one 
of the world’s top 10 airlines after successfully acquiring 
and integrating Asiana Airlines. 
 

BANGLADESHI NOBEL LAUREATE TO GET 

OLYMPIC LAUREL 

 
Bangladeshi Nobel 
Peace Prize winner, 
Muhammad Yunus will 
receive the Olympic 

Laurel at the Tokyo 
Games, the second time 
the trophy will be 
awarded.  
 

Yunus, whose pioneering micro-lender has been hailed 
for cutting poverty across the globe, will be honoured 
for “his extensive work in sport for development. The 
81-year-old economist-turned-globe-trotting celebrity 
speaker won the Nobel in 2006. 
 
He will be given the award at the Tokyo 2020 opening 
ceremony on July 23. 
 
The Olympic Laurel was created five years ago to 
recognise endeavours in culture, education, peace and 
development through sport.  
 
It was given for the first time at the 2016 Rio Games to 
Kenyan former Olympian Kip Keino, who opened a 
children’s home, a school and an athletes’ training 
centre in his home country. 
 
About the Muhammad Yunus: Yunus founded the 
Grameen Bank in the 1980s and shared the Nobel Prize 
with the micro-lender. His initiatives include the Yunus 
Sports Hub, a network of social enterprises that promote 
development through sports. 
 
Yunus has faced legal troubles in recent years after he 
was sacked in 2011 as head of Grameen Bank. His 
supporters say he has been targeted by Bangladesh’s 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, who accused him of 
“sucking blood” from the poor with high-interest rates. 
 

CANNES FILM FESTIVAL 2021, WINNERS 

ANNOUNCED 

 
The Cannes Film Festival 
2021 concluded on 17 July 
2021. The jury, presided 
by Spike Lee, presented 
the awards at the Closing 
Ceremony. Julia 
Ducournau won the 
Cannes’ top prize, the 
Palme d’Or, for her film 

Titane, making her the second woman ever to win the 
award. The first was Jane Campion in 1993.  
 
This year’s Cannes had a wide range of films, from Wes 
Anderson The French Dispatch to Julia Ducournau’s 
Titane, and Leos Carax’ Annette.  
 
Jodie Foster and Marco Bellocchio won the Honorary 
Palme d’Or. 
 
Here is the list of Cannes 2021 winners in key 
categories: 
 
Palme d’Or: Julia Ducournau for Titane (France) 

Grand Prix (TIE): Ashgar Farhadi for A Hero (Iran) and 
Juho Kuosmanen for Compartment No.6 (Finland) 
Best Director: Leos Carax Annette (France) 

Best Actress: Renate Reinsve for Worst Person in the 
World (Norway) 
Best Actor: Caleb Landry Jones for Nitram (US) 

Best First Film: Antoneta Kusijanovic for Murina 
(Croatia) 
Best Short Film: Hong Kong’s All The Crows In The 
World Tang Yi 

Short Film Palme d’Or: Tian Xia Wu Ya by Tang Yi 

Special Jury Mention for Short Film: Ceu de Agosto by 
Jasmin Tenucci 
 
This year’s jury, with Spike Lee as president, consisted 
of director Mati Diop, director Maggie Gyllenhaal, 
writer-director Jessica Hausner, songwriter Mylène 
Farmer, director Mélanie Laurent, writer-director Kleber 
Mendonça Filho, actor Tahar Rahim, and actor Song 
Kang-ho. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

PAYAL KAPADIA WINS BEST DOCUMENTARY 

AT CANNES 2021 

 
Director Payal Kapadia’s, 
“A Night of Knowing 
Nothing” won the Oeil d’or 
(Golden Eye) award for 

best documentary at the 
74th Cannes Film Festival.  
 
The Mumbai-based 
filmmaker’s first feature 
bagged the prestigious prize in a formidable field made 
up of 28 documentaries presented across various 
sections of the festival.  
 
About the award: The award was instituted in 2015 by 
LaScam (the French-Speaking Writers’ Society) and 

Bertuccelli in collaboration with the Cannes Film 
Festival and its general delegate Thierry Fremaux. 
 
About Payal Kapadia: Kapadia, an alumna of the Film 

& Television Institute of India (FTII), also has films 
such as the documentary And What is the Summer 
Saying (2018) and Last Mango Before the Monsoon, 2015 
short, to her credit. 
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JOURNALIST NN PILLAI BKS LITERARY 

AWARD 2021 

 
Journalist and 
playwright Omchery N 

N Pillai has been selected 
for the Bahrain Keraleeya 
Samajam (BKS)’s 
Literary Award for 2021.  
 
BKS president P V 
Radhakrishna Pillai, 

general secretary Varghese Karackal and literary wing 
secretary Firoz Thiruvathra announced the award. 
 
The Jury was headed by the novelist M Mukundan. 

Literary critic Dr K S Ravikumar, writer and Kerala 
Chief Secretary Dr V P Joy, and Radhakrishna Pillai 
were part of the jury.  
 
The award constitutes a cash prize of `50,000 and a 
citation acknowledging the achievement. The award 
ceremony will be held later in Delhi. “His enormous 
contributions as a whole to Malayalam language and 
literature are remarkable, which ultimately led to this 
award. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

PRESTIGIOUS UNDP EQUATOR PRIZE 2021 

 
Aadhimalai 
Pazhangudiyinar Producer 
Company Limited and 

Snehakunja Trust are 
among the 10 awardees of 
the prestigious Equator 

Prize 2021 for their work in 
the field of conservation and 
biodiversity. 
 

The UNDP gives a biennial award to recognize 

community efforts to reduce poverty through the 
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. 
 
About the Aadhimalai Pazhangudiyinar Producer 
Company Limited: Aadhimalai Pazhangudiyinar 
Producer Company Limited is a 1,700-member 
cooperative, managed and run entirely by indigenous 
people from the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve in Tamil 
Nadu. 

 
It works in the past eight years has improved livelihood 
across 147 villages by processing and marketing a 
diverse range of forest produce and crops. 
 
About the Snehakunja Trust: Snehakunja Trust has 
protected sensitive wetland and coastal ecosystems in 

the Western Ghats and the Karnataka coast for 45 years 
with a focus on community-based restoration and 
conservation. 
 

RUDRESWARA TEMPLE IN UNESCO'S WORLD 

HERITAGE LIST 

 
The Kakatiya Rudreswara Temple, (also known as the 

Ramappa Temple) at Palampet, Mulugu district, near 
Warangal in Telangana has been inscribed on 
UNESCO’s World Heritage list, during the 44th session 
of the World Heritage Committee of UNESCO.  
 
With this latest 
induction, there are 
39th World Heritage 
Sites located in India. 
 
About the 
Rudreswara temple: 
The Rudreswara 
temple was 
constructed in 1213 AD during the reign of the Kakatiya 

Empire. The iconic 13th-century temple is also known as 
Ramappa temple, named after its architect, Ramappa.  
 
The Rudreswara temple was the only nomination for the 
UNESCO World Heritage site tag for the year 2019 by 
the Indian government. 
 

DHOLAVIRA ADDED IN UNESCO'S WORLD 

HERITAGE SITE 

 
A Harappan-era 
metropolis, Dholavira 
in Gujarat has been 
inscribed on the 
UNESCO World 
Heritage List.  
 
Now Gujarat has three 
world heritage sites, 
Champaner near Pavagadh, Rani ki Vav in Patan and 
the historic city of Ahmedabad. Dholavira is now the 
40th treasure in India to be given. 

 
The ongoing 44th session of the World Heritage 

Committee of UNESCO has already given India a new 
world heritage site in the form of the Rudreswara/ 
Ramappa Temple in Telangana, which dates back to 
the 13th century.  

 
This session of the World Heritage Committee is being 
chaired from Fuzhou in China. 
 

Gujarat Chief Minister: Vijay Rupani. 

Gujarat Governor: Acharya Devvrat. 
 

ASHA BHOSLE TO GET MAHARASHTRA 

BHUSHAN 

 
The Maharashtra Bhushan Selection Committee 

chaired by Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray has 
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unanimously selected legendary playback singer Asha 
Bhosle for the prestigious award.  
 

Asha Bhosle is best known 
for her playback singing in 
Hindi cinema, although 
she has a wider repertoire. 
Bhosle’s career started in 
1943 and has spanned over 
seven decades.  
 

She has done playback singing for over a thousand 
movies. 
 
Asha Bhosle was officially acknowledged by the 
Guinness Book of World Records as the most recorded 
artist in music history. 
 
The Government of India honoured her with the 
Dadasaheb Phalke Award in 2000 and the Padma 

Vibhushan in 2008. Bhosle is the sister of playback 
singer Lata Mangeshkar and belongs to the prominent 
Mangeshkar family 
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ARTICLE OF THE MONTH 
 

DHOLAVIRA AS UNESCO'S WORLD HERITAGE SITE 
 
Recently, UNESCO has announced the Harappan city of Dholavira in Gujarat 
as India’s 40th world heritage site. It is the first site of Indus Valley Civilisation 

(IVC) in India to be included on the coveted list. With this successful nomination, 
India now enters the Super-40 club for World Heritage Site inscriptions. Apart 
from India, Italy, Spain, Germany, China and France have 40 or more World 
Heritage sites. India has 40 world heritage sites overall, which includes 32 
cultural, 7 natural and one mixed property. Ramappa Temple (Telangana) was 
India's 39th World Heritage Site. 
 

ABOUT THE DHOLAVIRA IN GUJARAT 
 
It is one of the most remarkable and well-preserved urban settlements in South Asia. It was discovered in 1968 by 
archaeologist Jagat Pati Joshi. After Mohen-jo-Daro, Ganweriwala and Harappa in Pakistan and Rakhigarhi in 
Haryana of India, Dholavira is the fifth largest metropolis of Indus Valley Civilization (IVC). IVC flourished 
around 2,500 BC, in the western part of South Asia, what today is Pakistan and Western India. It was basically an 
urban civilization and the people lived in well-planned and well-built towns, which were also the centers for trade. 

 
The site contains ruins of an ancient IVC/Harappan city. It comprises two parts: a walled city and a cemetery to the 
west of the city. The walled city consists of a fortified Castle with attached fortified Bailey and Ceremonial Ground, 
and a fortified MiddleTown and a Lower Town. 
A series of reservoirs are found to the east and south of the Citadel. 
 

LOCATION OF THE SITE 
 
The ancient city of Dholavira is an archaeological site at Kachchh District, in the 

state of  Gujarat, which dates from the 3rd to mid-2nd millennium BCE. Dholavira’s 
location is on the Tropic of Cancer. It is located on Khadir bet island in the Kachchh 
Desert Wildlife Sanctuary in the Great Rann of Kachchh. Unlike other Harappan 
antecedent towns normally located near to rivers and perennial sources of water, the 
location of Dholavira in the island of Khadir bet. This was strategic to harness different 
mineral and raw material sources (copper, shell, agate-carnelian, steatite, lead, 

banded limestone, among others). It also facilitated internal as well as external trade 
to the Magan (modern Oman peninsula) and Mesopotamian regions. 
 

ARCHEOLOGICAL FINDINGS IN DHOLAVIRA 
 
Artifacts that were found here include terracotta pottery, beads, gold and copper ornaments, seals, fish hooks, 

animal figurines, tools, urns, and some imported vessels. Remains of a copper smelter indicate Harappans, who 
lived in Dholavira, knew metallurgy. It is believed that traders of Dholavira used to source copper ore from present-

day Rajasthan and Oman and UAE and exported finished products. It was also a hub of manufacturing jewellery 
made of shells and semi-precious stones, like agate and used to export timber. 10 large stone inscriptions, carved in 
Indus Valley script, perhaps the world’s earliest sign board. Near the ancient city is a fossil park where wood fossils 
are preserved. Unlike graves at other IVC sites, no mortal remains of humans have been discovered at Dholavira. 
 

DISTINCT FEATURES OF THE DHOLAVIRA SITE 
 

 Cascading series of water reservoirs. 

 Outer fortification. 

 Two multi-purpose grounds, one of which was used for festivities and other as a marketplace. 

 Nine gates with unique designs. 

 Funerary architecture featuring tumulus — hemispherical structures like the Buddhist Stupas. 

 Multi-layered defensive mechanisms, extensive use of stone in construction and special burial structures. 
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Decline of Dholavira: Its decline also coincided with the collapse of Mesopotamia, indicating the integration of 

economies. Harappans, who were maritime people, lost a huge market, affecting the local mining, manufacturing, 
marketing and export businesses once Mesopotamia fell. Dholavira entered a phase of severe aridity due to climate 
change and rivers like Saraswati drying up. Due to a drought-like situation, people started migrating toward the 
Ganges valley or towards south Gujarat and further beyond in Maharashtra. Further, the Great Rann of Kutch, which 
surrounds the Khadir island on which Dholavira is located, used to be navigable, but the sea receded gradually and 
the Rann became a mudflat. 
 

OTHER HARAPPAN SITES IN GUJARAT 
 

 Lothal: Before Dholavira was excavated, Lothal, in Saragwala village on the 
bank of Sabarmati in Dholka taluka of Ahmedabad district, was the most 

prominent site of IVC in Gujarat. It was excavated between 1955 and 1960 
and was discovered to be an important port city of the ancient civilisation, 
with structures made of mud bricks. From a graveyard in Lothal, 21 human 
skeletons were found. Foundries for making copperware were also 
discovered. Ornaments made of semi-precious stones, gold etc. were also 
found from the site. 

 Rangpur on the bank of Bhadar river in Surendranagar district was the first 
Harappan site in the state to be excavated. 

 Rojdi in Rajkot district, Prabhas near Veraval in Gir Somnath district. 

 Lakhabaval in Jamnagar, and Deshalpar in Bhuj taluka of Kutch are among other Harappan sites in the state. 
 
Other World Sites in Gujarat: Other than Dholavira, there are 3 UNESCO World Heritage Sites in Gujarat: Historic 
city of Ahmedabad, Rani ki Vav, Patan, Champaner & Pavagadh. 
 
 

 

 

👉Success Mantra Website: www.successmantra.in I 

www.easevidya.com  
  

http://www.successmantra.in/
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SPORTS  
1ST INDIAN WOMEN SWIMMER TO QUALIFY 

INTO OLYMPICS 

 
Maana Patel has grown to be 
the first girl and solely the 
3rd swimmer from India to 
qualify the Tokyo Olympics 
2021 ticket. Maana Patel joins 
Srihari Nataraj and Sajan 
Prakash to have qualified for 

the Olympics.  
 
She is a 21-year-old backstroke swimmer from 

Ahmedabad who has won gold medals in the 50-metre 
backstroke and 200-metre backstroke at National 
Games.  
 
She also gained gold in the 100-metre backstroke at the 
sixtieth National School Games (2015) and broke the 
national record in backstroke.  
 
She was selected for Olympic Gold Quest in 2015, 
making it the first time a swimmer was roped in. In 
2018, she secured three gold medals at the 72nd Senior 
National Aquatic Championships. 
 
Maana Patel: She was born on March 18, 2000. She is an 
Indian backstroke swimmer from Ahmedabad, Gujarat. 
She began at the age of seven.  
 
Backstroke or back crawl: It is one of 4 swimming styles 
used in competitive events which are regulated by 

using FINA. This style swims on the back. This 
swimming fashion has a gain of convenient breathing.  
 
Summer or Tokyo Olympics: This event will begin 
from 23rd July to 8th August 2021 in Tokyo, Japan. 
Originally it was scheduled from 24 July to 9 August 
2020. But it was postponed and rescheduled for the 
first time amid the covid-19 pandemic.  
 
2020 Games will be the second time Japan has hosted 

the Summer Olympic Games—the first being in Tokyo 
in 1964. Tokyo has come to be the first city in Asia to 
host Summer Games twice. 

 

INDIA'S FLAG BEARERS AT TOKYO OLYMPICS 

 
MC Mary Kom, the 
six-time world boxing 
champion, and 

Manpreet Singh, the 
men’s hockey team 
skipper, will be 
India’s flag-bearers at 
the opening ceremony 
of the Tokyo 

Olympics, announced Indian Olympic Association 
(IOA).  
 
Bajrang Punia, a silver medallist at the 2018 World 
Wrestling Championships, will be the flag-bearer at the 
closing ceremony on August 8. 
 
In a first, India is having two flag-bearers — one male 

and one female — at the upcoming Tokyo Games to 
ensure “gender parity”. The IOA has communicated the 
decision in this regard to the Organising Committee of 

the Games. 
 
 

INDIA’S SECOND LARGEST CRICKET 

STADIUM 

 
The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) 
released a financial grant of Rs 100 crore to the 
Rajasthan Cricket Association (RCA), which will be 
used to build India’s second-largest cricket stadium.  
 
The facility, which will be 
second to the recently 
inaugurated Narendra 
Modi Stadium in 
Ahmedabad, is set to be 
built in Jaipur.  
 
The construction of the new stadium is likely to be 
completed within 24-30 months from commencement. 
 
Meanwhile, an amount of Rs 290 crores has been 
estimated to be spent on the construction of the second-
largest cricket stadium in India.  
 
This amount will be sourced from; Rs 100 crore from the 
bank loan, Rs 100 crore from BCCI grant, Rs 90 crore 
from RCS funds, sale of boxes, seats & sponsorship. The 
proposed stadium will have a spectator capacity of 
75,000. 
 
 

MUMBAI, PUNE TO HOST 2022 WOMEN'S 

ASIAN CUP 

 
Women’s Asian Cup in 
India will be held in 
Mumbai and Pune after 
the Asian Football 
Confederation dropped 
Bhubaneswar and 

Ahemdabad as venues to 
minimise the travelling 
time for participants and 
ensure an “optimum environment” for a bio-secure 
bubble.  
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The Mumbai Football Arena at the Andheri Sports 
Complex and the Shiv Chhatrapati Sports Complex in 
Balewadi, Pune have been chosen as the new venues. 
 
The decision was taken after considering the existing 
challenges caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and as 
part of efforts to minimise the travelling time for teams 
and officials between the venues, whilst ensuring the 
optimum environment to implement the biomedical 
bubble for the benefit of all stakeholders. 
 
 

 

MITHALI RAJ BECAME HIGHEST RUN-GETTER 

 
India captain Mithali Raj 
became the highest run-
getter in women’s cricket 
across formats, overtaking 
former England skipper 
Charlotte Edwards.  
 
Mithali became the 

world’s most prolific batter in women’s internationals, 
overtaking Edwards’ 10,273 runs. Suzie Bates of New 
Zealand is third with 7849 runs. Stafanie Taylor (7832) 
and Meg Lanning (7024) round up the top five. 
 
Mithali achieved the feat during the third and final 
inconsequential ODI against hosts England while 
chasing 220 for a consolation win. 

 
In 2020, Raj was named to the ICC’s ODI team of the 
decade, a fitting honour for her consistency in the sport.  
 
She is also the most capped player in the history of the 
women’s game, having featured in 11 Tests, 216 ODIs 
and 89 Twenty20 Internationals so far. 
 

WINNERS IN WIMBLEDON CHAMPIONSHIP 

2021 

 
In the men category, 
Novak Djokovic 
defeated Matteo 
Berrettini in the 
Wimbledon final, 6-7(4-7), 
6-4, 6-4, 6-3, to win his 
sixth Wimbledon title 
and 20th Grand Slam 

trophy.  
 
With this win, he has equalled his total major men’s 
singles titles record with Roger Federer and Rafael 

Nadal, with each of them winning 20 titles. 
 
In women’s category, Ashleigh Barty of Australia beat 
Karolina Pliskova (Czech Republic), 6-3, 6-7 (4/7), 6-3, 
to win her first Wimbledon women’s singles title on July 
10, 2021.  
 

The 25-year-old Barty is the first Australian woman to 

win the Wimbledon singles title in 41 years since 
Evonne Goolagong, who claimed her second All 
England Club title in 1980. 
 
Here is the Complete List of Winners in Different 
Categories: 

 
Men’s Singles ---------- Novak Djokovic (Serbia)  

Women’s Singles -------- Ashleigh Barty (Australia) 
Men’s Doubles -------- Nikola Mektić  and Mate Pavić
  
Women’s Doubles -------- Hsieh Su-wei  and Elise 
Mertens  
Mixed Doubles ------------- Neal Skupski and Desirae 
Krawczyk  
 

About the Wimbledon: Wimbledon is one of the four 
Grand Slam tennis tournaments, which also includes 
the Australian Open, the French Open and the US 
Open. 

 
The tournament is held at the All England Club in 
Wimbledon, London, since 1877. 
 

 

 

 

 

ARGENTINA BEAT BRAZIL IN COPA AMERICA 

LEAGUE 

 
Lionel Messi-led 
Argentina beat Neymar’s 

Brazil 1-0 to win the 
Copa America final 

match, held at the 
Maracana Stadium in Rio 
de Janeiro.  
 
With this win, Lionel Messi has secured his first major 

international trophy. The 2021 Copa America was the 
47th edition of the annual international men’s football 
championship organised by South America’s football 
ruling body CONMEBOL. 
 

Earlier the tournament was scheduled to be held in July 
2020 but was postponed due to the COVID-19 

pandemic. It was the first time since 1991 that no guest 
nation took part in the tournament. 
 
 

MONGOLIA, TAJIKISTAN & SWITZERLAND AS 

NEW ICC MEMBERS 

 
The International 
Cricket Council (ICC) 
inducted Mongolia, 
Tajikistan, and 
Switzerland as 
members at its 78th 
Annual General 
Meeting.  
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Mongolia and Tajikistan as the 22nd and 23rd members 
of the Asia region. Switzerland is Europe’s 35th 
member. With the ICC now comprising 106 members 
in total, including 94 associates. 
 
History of Cricket in these 3 Nations: 
 
The Mongolian Cricket Association (MCA) was 
established in 2007 and became the official national 
administrator of the sport in 2018. 
 
In Switzerland, cricket was first played in 1817, and 
Cricket Switzerland (CS) was formed in 2014. Over the 
past seven years, CS has led the unification of the sport 
following the expulsion of the Swiss Cricket 
Association in 2012. 
 
The Tajikistan Cricket Federation was officially formed 
in 2011 with the support of the Ministry of Sports and 
Olympic Committee that has led the development of 
infrastructure and the building of a domestic cricket 
structure focusing on women and junior cricket. 
 
ICC Headquarters: Dubai, United Arab Emirates. 
ICC Founded: 15 June 1909. 
ICC Deputy Chairman: Imran Khwaja. 

ICC Chairman: Greg Barclay. 
 

MIRABAI CHANU WINS SILVER AT 2020 

TOKYO OLYMPICS 

 
Mirabai Chanu won 
the silver medal and 
became the first 
Indian to win an 
Olympic medal at the 
2020 Tokyo Games in 
the Women’s 49kg 
category.  
 

China’s Zhihui Hou won the gold medal in the 
women’s 49-kg weightlifting at the Tokyo Olympics, 
lifting a total of 210 kg, while Indonesia’s Windy 
Cantika Aisah won the bronze medal. 
 
Chanu managed to lift a total of 202 kg in the women’s 
49kg category to become the second Indian weightlifter 
after Karnam Malleswari to win an Olympic medal.  
 
A new Olympic record was registered by Mirabai 
Chanu with a successful lift of 115kg in clean and jerk. 
 

ADANI GROUP ROPED IN AS SPONSOR OF 

TOKYO OLYMPICS 

 
The Indian Olympic Association has roped in Adani 

Group as a sponsor for the Indian contingent at the 
ongoing Tokyo Games.  
 

IOA secretary general 
Rajiv Mehta, who is in 
Tokyo, announced the 
development. 
 
The IOA had earlier 
entered into 
sponsorship deals with 
various private 
entities, including dairy giant Amul, mobile gaming 
platform MPL Sports Foundation, JSW Sports among 
others.  
 

IOA had inked the deals after dropping Chinese 
sportswear brand Li Ning as the Indian team’s official 
kit sponsor for the Tokyo Olympics and stating that the 
country’s athletes will wear unbranded apparel during 
the Games. 
 
Indian Olympic Association President: Narayana 
Ramachandran. 
Indian Olympic Association Founded: 1927. 
 
 

 

 

 

AIFF MEN'S FOOTBALLER OF THE YEAR 2020-

21 

 
Senior India defender, 

Sandesh Jhingan was 
named the AIFF men’s 
Footballer of the Year 
2020-21 season. It is the 
first time that the 
towering central defender 
has received the AIFF 
Player of the Year award, 
having won the Emerging Player of the Year Award in 
2014.  
 
About Jhingan: Jhingan made his senior national team 
debut in 2015 in Guwahati and has since gone on to 
make 40 appearances for the Blue Tigers, scoring four 
goals. 

 
He was part of the Indian sides that lifted the 

Intercontinental Cup in 2018 and played out a 
memorable draw at the home of the Asian champions 
Qatar in 2019. 

 
Jhingan has captained the senior team on five 

occasions, the most recent being the international 
friendly against Oman in Dubai in March. He was 
conferred with the prestigious Arjuna Award last year. 

 
Another award: While midfielder Suresh Singh 
Wangjam was picked as the Emerging Player for the 
year award for 2020-21. The 20-year-old Suresh, who 
made his Blue Tigers debut earlier this year against 
Oman, was part of the Indian side that competed at the 
FIFA U-17 World Cup in 2017. 
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DATES & DAYS 
NATIONAL DOCTOR'S DAY: 1ST JULY 

 
The National Doctors’ 

Day is organized on 01 

July annually in India by 
the Indian Medical 
Association (IMA).  

 
The day is celebrated to 
honour the great 

physicians and help us understand the importance of 
doctors in our lives and value them, to offer them our 
respects by commemorating one of their greatest 
representatives. 
 
At the time of the ongoing pandemic, doctors are at the 
forefront and leading the battle. Their commitment to 
keeping the nation safe and healthy in these challenging 
times is truly exceptional.  
 
National Doctor's Day is observed to honour the 
legendary physician and West Bengal's second Chief 
Minister, Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy whose birth and 
death anniversary coincides on the same day.  
 
The day pays tribute to the whole medical profession 
and highlights the value of doctors in our lives. In 1991, 
the National Doctor's Day was established by the 
Central Government to pay honour Dr. Bidhan 

Chandra Roy and is celebrated on 1st July. 
 

WORLD ZOONOSES DAY: JULY 6TH 

 
World Zoonoses Day is held every year on July 6 to 
raise awareness of the risk of zoonotic diseases.  
 

Zoonoses are infectious 
diseases (virus, bacteria 

and parasites) that can 
spread from animals to 
humans, and vice versa, 
either with direct 
contact with animals or 
indirectly, vector-borne 

or food-borne.  
 
It was on July 6, 1885, when Louis Pasteur successfully 

administered the first vaccine against Rabies virus, 
which is a zoonotic disease. 
 
World Zoonoses day was observed after Louis Pasteur, 
a French biologist successfully administered the first 

vaccine against Rabies virus, which is a zoonotic 
disease.   
 
We remembered this day every year to raise awareness 
against Zoonotic disease. 
 

NATIONAL FISH FARMERS' DAY: 10TH JULY 

 
National Fish Farmers’ 
Day is celebrated every 
year on 10 July, by the 
Department of 
Fisheries, Ministry of 
Fisheries, Animal 
Husbandry and 

Dairying in association 
with the National Fisheries Development Board (NFDB).  
 
The event aims to draw attention to changing the way 
the country manages fisheries resources to ensure 
sustainable stocks and healthy ecosystems.  

 
This day is made to honour the fish farmers, aqua-
preneurs, fisherfolks, stakeholders and whoever else is 
associated in the fishery for their contribution in the 
fishery. 
 
The day is commemorated annually in remembrance of 
scientists Dr K H Alikunhi and Dr H.L. Chaudhury 
who had invented induced breeding technology of 
Indian major carps on 10 July 1957. 2021 will mark 21st 
National Fish Farmers’ Day. 
 
 
 
 

WORLD MALALA DAY OBSERVED ON 12TH 

JULY 

 
The United Nations has declared 12th July as World 

Malala Day to honour the young activist, Malala 
Yousafzai. Malala Day is commemorated, the birthday 
of Malala Yousafzai to honour women and children’s 
rights around the world.  
 
On October 9, 2012, Malala 
was shot in the head by 
Taliban gunmen after she 
publicly advocated for the 
education of girls.  
 
Despite the attack, Malala 
soon returned to the public eye, fiercer in her views than 
earlier and continued her advocacy for gender rights.  

 
She founded the Malala Fund, a non-profit 

organisation to help young girls go to school and also 
co-authored a book titled “I Am Malala”, an 
international bestseller. 
 
Malala has been felicitated with several awards and 
honours: 
 
In 2012, she was awarded the first-ever National Youth 

Peace Prize by the Pakistan government. In 2014, at age 
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17, She became the youngest-ever recipient of the 

Nobel Peace Prize in recognition of her efforts for 
children’s rights which had begun even before she was 
shot. 
 
The UN has declared her as “the most famous teenager 

in the world” in its Decade in Review report in late 
2019. 
 
Malala has also been awarded honorary Canadian 
citizenship and became the youngest person to address 

the House of Commons in Canada. The documentary 
on the activist, He Named Me Malala, was shortlisted 
for the Oscars in 2015. 
 
She has also authored another book titled We Are 

Displaced that chronicles her experiences of travelling 
the world and visiting refugee camps. 

 

WORLD POPULATION DAY: 11TH JULY 

 
World Population Day is 
observed globally on 11th 
July every year. This day is 
observed to raise awareness 
among people about the 
impact of a growing 
population and issues 
including gender equality, 

the importance of family planning, poverty, maternal 
health, human rights, etc.  

 
This year theme of World Population Day 2021: “the 
impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on fertility”. 
 
History of World Population Day: In 1989, World 
Population Day was established by the Governing 
Council of the United National Development 

Programme as an outgrowth of the interest generated 
by the Day of Five Billion, which was observed on 11 
July 1987. 
 
The United Nations General Assembly by resolution 
45/216 of December 1990, decided to continue 
observing World Population Day raises awareness of 

population issues like their relations to the environment 
and development.  
 
On 11 July 1990, the day was first marked in more than 
90 countries. 
 
United Nations Population Fund Headquarters: New 
York, United States 

United Nations Population Fund Executive Director: 
Natalia Kanem. 

United Nations Population Fund Founded: 1969. 
 

 

 

 

WORLD YOUTH SKILLS DAY OBSERVED ON 

15TH JULY 

 
United Nations 
celebrates World Youth 

Skills Day globally on 
15 July every year.  
 
The day is celebrated as 
an opportunity for 
young people, 
technical and 

vocational education and training (TVET) institutions, 
and public and private sector stakeholders to 
acknowledge as well as celebrate the importance of 
equipping young people with skills for employment, 
decent work and entrepreneurship. 
 
The theme of World Youth Skills Day 2021 is 
“Reimagining Youth Skills Post-Pandemic”. 

 
In 2014, the United Nations General Assembly 
declared 15 July as World Youth Skills Day, to 
celebrate the strategic importance of equipping young 
people with skills for employment, decent work and 
entrepreneurship. 
 

WORLD DAY FOR INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE 

 
The World Day for 
International Justice, 
(also known as Day of 
International Criminal 
Justice or International 
Justice Day), is 
celebrated globally on 
July 17 to support and 
recognize the work of the 
International Criminal Court (ICC).  
 
The day marks the anniversary of the adoption of the 
Rome Statute on July 17, 1998, the treaty that created the 
International Criminal Court.  
 
It came about when 120 states adopted a statute in 
Rome.  
 
It was known as the Rome Statute of the International 

Criminal Court, All the countries that agreed to adopt 
the statute were accepting the jurisdiction of the ICC. 
 

INTERNATIONAL CHESS DAY: JULY 20TH 

 
The International Chess 
Day is celebrated 
annually on July 20, 
since 1966, to celebrate 
one of the most ancient 
and most popular 
games in history that 
promote fairness, 
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equality, mutual respect and understanding among 
nations.  

 
It was on this day that the International Chess 

Federation (FIDE) was founded, in 1924. The idea to 
celebrate the day as the international chess day was 
proposed by UNESCO.  
 
This day has been celebrated in as many as 178 
countries, and a resolution officially recognizing it was 
signed by the United Nations in 2019. 
 
About the chess: Invented in India in the fifth century, 

this board game was originally named “Chaturanga”. 
Chess is likely one of the oldest games of this era. After 
the development of the game in India, it eventually 
spread to Persia. 
 
The first modern chess tournament was held in 
London in 1851 and won by German Adolf Anderssen. 
On July 20, 1924, at the eighth summer Olympic games 
in Paris, France, the FIDE (World Chess Federation) 
was founded. 
 

SCIENCE EXPLORATION DAY: MOON DAY 

 
Science Exploration Day 
(also called Moon Day) is 
marked every year on 20 
July. It was on this day 
in 1969 that Neil 
Armstrong and Edwin 
‘Buzz’ Aldrin became 
the first humans to land 
on the Moon’s surface.  

 

The origins of Space Exploration Day date back to man 
first walking on the moon, with the day itself first 
observed to commemorate this historic event during 
events held in the early 1970s. 

 
Neil Armstrong was the first man to set foot on the 
moon’s surface. The Armstrong- Aldrin duo spent 21.5 
hours on the surface of the moon out of which they 
spent 2.5 hours outside of their capsules.  
 
To commemorate their achievement, the day was 
declared a holiday in 1984 by the then President of the 
United States, Ronald Reagan. 
 
 
 
 

NATIONAL BROADCASTING DAY: 23RD JULY 

 
National Broadcasting 

Day is observed on 
23rd July every year, to 
celebrate the radio, 
which has been an 
important part of 
people’s life in India, 
both as an easy 
medium of 

entertainment along with the news.  
 
On this day in 1927, the first-ever radio broadcast in the 
country went on the air from the Bombay Station under 

the Indian Broadcasting Company. 
 
History of National Broadcasting Day: The first radio 
broadcast was made on July 23, 1927, from Bombay 
Station. The station was then owned by a private 
company called the Indian Broadcasting Company. 
 
The Government took over the broadcasting on April 1, 
1930, and renamed it as Indian State Broadcasting 

Service (ISBS). It was initially on an experimental basis. 
Later it permanently came under government control in 
1932. 
 
On 8th of June, 1936, the Indian State Broadcasting 

Service became All India Radio. Currently, AIR is one 
of the largest public broadcasting organizations in the 
world. 
 

INCOME TAX DAY/AAYKAR DIWAS 

CELEBRATED BY CBDT 

 
The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) observed 
the 161st Income Tax Day (also known as Aaykar 
Diwas) on 24 July 2021.  
 
In India, the Income Tax 
Day is celebrated every 
year on July 24, as it 
was on 24 July 1980 that 
Income Tax was 
introduced for the first 
time in India by Sir 
James Wilson. 
 
The purpose of this tax was to compensate for the losses 
incurred by the British regime during the first war of 
independence against British Rule in 1857. July 24 was 
first celebrated as Income Tax day in 2010. 
 
Central Board of Direct Taxes chairman: Jagannath 
Bidyadhar Mohapatra. 

Central Board of Direct Taxes Established: 1924. 
Central Board of Direct Taxes Headquarters: New 
Delhi. 
 

KARGIL VIJAY DIWAS CELEBRATED ON JULY 

26TH 

 
Kargil Vijay Diwas is 
celebrated every year 
on July 26 since the 
year 1999, to mark 
India’s victory over 
Pakistan in the 
Kargil conflict.  
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This year nation is celebrating the 22 years of victory in 

the Kargil war. It was in 1999 that a high altitude 
mountain war broke out along the peaks of Kargil near 
the Line of Control, the de-facto border that divides 
Kashmir between the two nations. 
 
History of Kargil War: The Kargil War was fought 
between May-July of 1999 in the Kargil district of 
Jammu and Kashmir along the Line of Control (LoC) in 
which India got the victory. 
 
The Kargil war was fought for more than 60 days, 

ended on 26 July. On this date in 1999 Pakistan army 
taking advantage of the melting snow and betraying the 
bilateral understanding of both the nations (that the post 
would remain unattended during the winter season) 
took command of the high outposts of India. 
 
Pakistan army refused the claims that its soldiers were 
involved in the war and claimed that they were the 
rebels from Kashmir itself, but the ammunition, identity 
cards, rations stores and other evidence prove that the 
Pakistan army was behind this cowardly act. 

 
Operation Vijay: The operation was launched by the 
Indian Army twice in Indian history. The first Operation 
Vijay was launched in 1961 that led to the capture of 
Goa, Anjediva islands and Daman and Diu. 
 
The second operation was launched in 1999. Both the 
operations were of huge success. However, the Kargil 
Vijay However, the Kargil Vijay Diwas is marked on 
the culmination of Kargil war. 
 
July 26 is celebrated as “Kargil Vijay Diwas” every 
year to mark the successful completion of “Operation 
Vijay” that ended the 3-month war along the Line of 
Control. Nearly 490 Indian army officers, soldiers and 
jawans were martyrs during the course of the battle. 
 
Operation White Sea: The operation White Sea was 

also launched during the Kargil war, 1999. During the 
operation, the Indian Air Force jointly acted with Indian 
Army to flush out regular and irregular troops of the 
Pakistani army. 
 

WORLD NATURE CONSERVATION DAY: 28TH 

JULY 

 
World Nature Conservation Day is observed on 28th 
July every year. The main objective of celebrating this 
day is to raise awareness about protecting nature and 
adopting best practices for conserving our natural 
resources.  
 
The Earth is supplied a limited amount of properties 
that we all rely upon each day like water, air, soil and 
trees. 
 

What are the steps to conserve the environment? 

 
Use of alternative energy 
such as solar and wind 
energy. 

Plant more trees to 
maintain the ecosystem 
and to prevent soil 
erosion. 
Use the water resources 
in a proper way and 
reuse the kitchen water for watering the gardens. 
Grow vegetation in catchment areas. 
Reduce the usage of electricity. 

Use recyclable and biodegradable products. 
Ensure the recycling of wastes. 

 

WORLD HEPATITIS DAY OBSERVED ON 28TH 

JULY 

 
World Health Organization is observed on 28th July 
every year as “World Hepatitis Day”.  

 
This day is celebrated to 
enhance awareness of 
viral hepatitis, an 
inflammation of the liver 
that causes a range of 
health problems, 
including liver cancer. 
This year theme of World 
Hepatitis Day 2021 is ‘Hepatitis Can’t Wait’. 

 
History of the day: The date of 28 July was chosen 
because it is the birthday of Nobel-prize winning 
scientist Dr Baruch Blumberg, who discovered the 

hepatitis B virus (HBV) and developed a diagnostic test 
and vaccine for the virus.  
 
There are five main strains of the hepatitis virus – A, B, 

C, D and E. Together, hepatitis B and C are the most 
common cause of death, with 1.3 million lives lost each 
year. 
 
WHO Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland 

Director General: Tedros Adhanom. 
 

INTERNATIONAL TIGER DAY OBSERVED ON 

29TH JULY 

 
Global Tiger Day or 
International Tiger Day 
is observed on 29th July 
every year to raise 
awareness about the 
declining population of 
wild cats and making 
efforts to conserve them.  
 
The goal of the day is to promote a global system for 
protecting the natural habitats of tigers and to raise 
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public awareness and support for tiger conservation 
issues. This year marks the 11th International Tiger 
Day. 
 
The theme/Slogan for the 2021 International Tiger Day 
celebration is “Their Survival is in our hands”. 
 
History of International Tiger Day: The Global Tiger 
Day came into being during the signing of the Saint 

Petersburg declaration by 13 tiger range countries in 
2010 in Russia.  
 
The governments of these tiger range countries had 
resolved to encourage the conservation, protecting 
natural habitats and double the number of tigers by 
2022.  
 
Poaching and the illegal trade of tiger body parts like 
bone, the skin has posed the biggest threat to wild 
tigers. The demand for tiger body parts has increased 
the poaching and trafficking of wild cats. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORLD DAY AGAINST TRAFFICKING IN 

PERSON 

 
United Nations observes 30 July every year as World 
Day against Trafficking in Persons.  

 
In 2013, the General 
Assembly designated July 
30 as the World Day 
against Trafficking in 

Persons to raise awareness 
of the situation of victims 
of human trafficking and 
for the promotion and 
protection of their rights. 
 
The 2021 theme for World Day Against Trafficking in 
Persons is Victims’ Voices Lead the Way.  

 
This year’s theme puts victims of human trafficking at 
the centre of the campaign and will highlight the 
importance of listening to and learning from survivors 
of human trafficking. 
 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
Headquarters: Vienna, Austria. 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime Founded: 
1997. 
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REPORT & INDEXES 
ITU'S GLOBAL CYBERSECURITY INDEX (GCI) 

2020 

 
India has been ranked as the 10th best country in the 

world in the Global Cybersecurity Index (GCI) 2020, 
released by International Telecommunication Union 
(ITU).  

 
The GCI 2020 is the 
fourth edition of the 
annual index and 
ranked 194 countries. 
The GCI measures the 
commitment of 
countries to 
cybersecurity at a 
global level. 

 
Countries were ranked on the basis of performance on 
five parameters, which includes: legal measures, 
technical measures, organisational measures, capacity 
development, and cooperation. 
 
Index: India ranked at 10th position, with 97.5 points to 
rank among the top ten best countries in the world. 
 
The United States has topped the GCI 2020. The United 

Kingdom and Saudi Arabia is tied on the second 
position Estonia was ranked third in the index. 
 
 
 
 

STATE OF FOOD SECURITY & NUTRITION IN 

THE WORLD 2021 

 
The annual UN-FAO 
report titled “The State 
of Food Security and 
Nutrition in the World 
2021” states that between 
720 and 811 million 
people in the world faced 
hunger in 2020, which is 

around 161 million more than in 2019.  
 
The report was jointly produced by the UN Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO), the International Fund 
for Agricultural Development (IFAD), the UN 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the World Food Programme 
(WFP) and the World Health Organization (WHO). 
 

Key facts and figures 
 
Number of hungry people in 2020 in the World: 
between 720 and 811 million 

Asia: 418 million (More than half of world hunger 
population) 

Africa: 282 million (One-third) 

Latin America and the Caribbean: 60 million 
Nearly 2.37 billion people did not have access to 
adequate food in 2020, an increase of 320 million 
people over 2019. 
Children under 5 affected by stunting (low height-for-
age): 22.0 percent (149.2 million) 
Children under 5 affected by wasting (low weight-for-
height): 6.7 per cent (45.4 million) 
Children under 5 who are overweight (high weight-for-
height): 5.7 per cent (38.9 million) 
Percentage of women of reproductive age affected by 
anaemia: 29.9% 
Percentage of infants aged below 6 months who were 
exclusively breastfed: 44% 
 
 
 
 

35% OF INDIA'S TIGER RANGE IS OUTSIDE 

PROTECTED AREA 

 
Thirty-five per cent of 
India’s tiger ranges are 
outside protected areas 
and human-animal 
conflict affects over 75 
percent of the world’s 
wild cat species, 
according to a WWF-
UNEP report.  
 
The report “A Future for All – A necessity for Human-
Wildlife Coexistence”, examined rising human-wildlife 
battle, and has discovered that marine and terrestrial 
protected areas solely cowl 9.67 per cent globally. 
 
With most of these protected areas disconnected from 
one another, many species rely upon human-dominated 
areas for his/her survival and shared landscapes. 
Protected areas play a more and more necessary 
function for the survival of key species similar to giant 
predators and herbivores. Apart from India’s tigers, 40 
percent of the African lion vary and 70 per cent of the 
African and Asian elephant ranges fall outside 
protected areas, finds the report. 

 
World Wide Fund for Nature, Headquarters: Gland, 
Switzerland 
UNEP HQ: Nairobi, Kenya. 
 
 
 

 
 

INDIA IN WTO'S TOP 10 AGRICULTURE 

PRODUCE EXPORTERS 

 
India has entered the 
top ten list of 
agricultural produce 
exporters in 2019 
with a significant 
share within the 



SM PRAVAHINI MONTHLY COMPENDIUM - JULY 2021      WWW.SUCCESSMANTRA.IN 2021 

 
export of rice, soya beans, cotton and meat, according to 
a World Trade Organisation (WTO) report on trends in 
world agricultural trade in recent 25 years.  
 
In 2019, India ranked ninth with a share of 3.1% in 
global agricultural exports. Earlier this place was New 
Zealand. 
 
Similarly, Mexico has ranked seventh with a share of 
3.4% in global agricultural exports, which was 
previously followed by Malaysia.  

 
In the ‘meat and edible meat offal’ category, India was 
ranked eighth with a 4 per cent share in global trade. 
 
While the US, which topped the list in 1995 (22.2%), 

was overtaken by the European Union in 2019 (16.1%). 
Brazil maintained its ranking as the third-largest 
exporter, increasing its share from 4.8% in 1995 to 7.8% 
in 2019. China climbed from the sixth spot in 1995 (4%) 
to fourth in 2019 (5.4%). 
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

INDIA'S 1ST INDIGENOUS DRONE DEFENCE 

DOME 'INDRAJAAL' 

 
India’s 1st indigenous 
drone defence dome 
‘Indrajaal’ has been 
developed by 
Hyderabad-based Grene 
Robotics.  
 
As per the company, the 
drone defence dome – 

‘Indrajaal’ is capable of autonomously protecting an 
area of 1000-2000 sq km against aerial threats.  
 
It protects the area by assessing and acting on aerial 
threats such as Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs), and 
Low- Radar Cross Section (RCS) targets. 
 
The company said that cutting-edge technologies such 
as UAVs, Smart Swarms, etc. have been for the first time 
used in India to drop explosives next to the Mi-17 
hangar at Jammu Air Base. 
 
Salient features of India’s 1st indigenous drone defence 
dome – ‘Indrajaal’ 
 

RAFAEL UNVEILS SEA BREAKER AI MISSILE 

 
Israeli defence 
electronics company 
Rafael Advanced 
Defense Systems has 
unveiled Sea Breaker, a 
5th generation long-
range, autonomous, 
precision-guided missile 
system, which can 

precisely target sea and land targets up to a range of 300 
kilometres.  
 
Sea Breaker features an advanced imaging infra-red 
seeker, which can engage stationary or moving targets 
in a diverse range of land and marine environments. 
 
Sea Breaker can be launched from naval platforms, 
varying in size, and from fast attack missile boats to 

corvettes and frigates. The land version is a central part 
of the shore defence, based on Rafael’s highly mobile 
SPYDER launchers.  
 
The battery architecture supports standalone launchers, 
or operation as an integrated solution, with a command 
and control unit (CCU) and various sensors, based on 
customer requirements. 
Israel Prime minister: Naftali Bennett 

Israel Capital: Jerusalem; Currency: Israeli Shekel. 
 

 

SIRISHA BANDLA SET TO FLY INTO SPACE 

 
India-origin woman 
Sirisha Bandla will travel 
to the edge of the space 
aboard ‘VSS Unity’ of 

Virgin Galactic, which is 
scheduled to fly off on 
July 11 from New Mexico.  
 
This is significant as she will be the third woman of 
Indian origin to go to space after Kalpana Chawla and 
Sunita Williams. 
 
About the Bandla: Bandla, the vice-president of 
government affairs at Virgin Galactic in Washington 
DC, will travel alongside his boss and the group’s 
founder, billionaire Richard Branson and four others in 
the company’s spaceflight. 
 
Bandla will take care of the researcher experience of the 
Unity22 mission. The 34-year-old hails from Guntur, 
Andhra Pradesh in India.  

 
She moved to the United States at the age of four along 
with her family. She graduated from the school of 
aeronautics and astronautics at Purdue University, 
Indiana. Bandla also has a masters degree in Business 
Administration from Georgetown University. 
 
 
 
 

10TH ANTI-SUBMARINE WARFARE AIRCRAFT 

P-81 

 
Indian Navy received 
the 10th anti-submarine 
warfare aircraft P-8I 
from the US-based 
aerospace company 
Boeing.  

 
The Defence Ministry 
had signed a contract 
for eight P-8I aircraft in 2009. However, later in 2016, it 
signed a contract for four additional P-8I aircraft. The 
remaining two aircrafts are expected to be delivered in 
the last quarter of 2021. 
 
About the P-8I: P-8I is a long-range maritime 
reconnaissance and Anti-Submarine Warfare Aircraft, 
and a variant of the P-8A Poseidon used by the US 
Navy. 
 
India was the first international customer of Boeing 
for this aircraft. The Indian Navy inducted the first P-8I 
aircraft in 2013, while the ninth P-8I aircraft was 
received in November 2020. 
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Headquarters of Boeing: Chicago, United States. 
Boeing Founded: 15 July 1916. 
President and Chief Executive Officer of Boeing: David 
L. Calhoun. 
 
 

 
 

ISRO SET TO LAUNCH GEO IMAGING 

SATELLITE 

 
The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is 
getting back into launch activity fully at Sriharikota 

spaceport with the planned orbiting of geo imaging 
satellite GISAT-1 onboard GSLV-F10 rocket on August 
12.  
 
GISAT-1 will be placed in a Geosynchronous Transfer 

Orbit by GSLV-F10 and, subsequently, it will be 
positioned in the final geostationary orbit, about 36,000 
km above earth’s equator, using its onboard propulsion 
system. 
 
About the satellite: The 2,268-kg GISAT-1 was originally 
slated to be launched from Sriharikota in Andhra 

Pradesh’s Nellore district, about 100 kms north of 
Chennai, on March 5 last year but was postponed a day 
before the blast-off due to technical reasons. 
 

According to ISRO, GISAT-
1 will facilitate near real-
time observation of the 
Indian sub-continent, 
under cloud-free 
conditions, at frequent 
intervals. 
 

The earth observation satellite will provide the country 
near real-time images of its borders and also enable 
quick monitoring of natural disasters. 
 
 
 
 

JEFF BEZOS INTO SPACE ON NEW SHEPARD 

ROCKET SHIP 

 
Billionaire Jeff Bezos has 
made a short journey to 
space, in the first crewed 
flight of his rocket ship, 
New Shepard.  

 
He was accompanied by 
Mark Bezos, his brother, 

Wally Funk, an 82-year-old pioneer of the space race, 
and an 18-year-old student.  
 
They travelled in a capsule with the biggest windows 

flown in space, offering stunning views of the Earth. On 
this flight was the oldest person who has been to space, 
Wally Funk and the youngest, student Oliver Daemen. 
 
When the capsule touched back down after the 10-
minute, 10-second flight, Jeff Bezos exclaimed: “Best 

day ever!”. New Shepard, built by Bezos’ company 
Blue Origin, is designed to serve the burgeoning market 
for space tourism. 
 

 

MOON'S WOBBLE EFFECT IDENTIFIED BY 

NASA 

 
The Moon's Wobble has been identified by NASA as a 
potential issue in the near future.  
 
About the Moon's Wobble: When the moon orbits an 
elliptical orbit, its speed changes, causing our view of 
the "bright side" to appear at a slightly different angle.  
 
This is the so-called 

Moon's wobble, or this is 
how it looks in our eyes. It 
is a regular swaying 
(Oscillation) in the moon's 
orbit, as well as a cyclical 
shift of the moon's orbit. 
 
The first mention of it was in 1728. This wobble will take 
18.6 years to complete. It serves as a backdrop for sea-
level rise. The position of the Moon, Earth, and Sun 
will be closely associated with this surge. 

 

SPACE X FOR MISSION TO JUPITER MOON 

EUROPA 

 
The US space agency NASA 
has selected California-

based SpaceX to provide 
launch services for Earth’s 
first mission to conduct 
detailed investigations of 
Jupiter’s moon Europa.  
 
The mission called ‘Europa Clipper mission is 
scheduled to be launched in October 2024 on a Falcon 
Heavy rocket from Launch Complex 39A at NASA’s 
Kennedy Space Center in Florida. 

 
The main objective of this mission will be to: Conduct a 
detailed survey of Europa to investigate whether the 

icy moon has conditions suitable for life, produce 
high-resolution images of Europa’s surface, determine 
its composition, look for signs of recent or ongoing 
geological activity, measure the thickness of the moon’s 
icy shell, search for subsurface lakes, determine the 
depth and salinity of Europa’s ocean. 
 
NASA administrator: Bill Nelson. 

Headquarters of NASA: Washington D.C., United 
States. 
NASA Founded: 1 October 1958. 
SpaceX founder & CEO: Elon Musk. 
SpaceX Founded: 2002. 
SpaceX Headquarters: California, United States of 
America. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 
CHINA IS CERTIFIED MALARIA FREE BY WHO 

 
Following a 70-year 
effort, China has been 
awarded a malaria-free 
certification from 

WHO – a notable feat 
for a country that 
reported 30 million 
cases of the disease 

annually in the 1940s.  
 
China is the first country in the WHO Western Pacific 
Region to be awarded a malaria-free certification in 
more than 3 decades. Other countries in the region that 
have achieved this status include Australia (1981), 
Singapore (1982) and Brunei Darussalam (1987). 

 
Globally, 40 countries and territories have been granted 
a malaria-free certification from WHO – including, most 
recently, El Salvador (2021), Algeria (2019), Argentina 
(2019), Paraguay (2018) and Uzbekistan (2018). 
 
China provides a basic public health service package for 
its residents free of charge. As part of this package, all 
people in China have access to affordable services for 
the diagnosis and treatment of malaria, regardless of 
legal or financial status. 
 
Effective multi-sector collaboration was also key to 
success. In 2010, 13 ministries in China – including those 
representing health, education, finance, research and 
science, development, public security, the army, 
police, commerce, industry and information 
technology, customs, media and tourism – joined 
forces to end malaria nationwide. 

 
The “1” signifies the one-day deadline for health 
facilities to report a malaria diagnosis; by the end of day 
3, health authorities are required to confirm a case and 
determine the risk of spread; and, within 7 days, 
appropriate measures must be taken to prevent further 
spread of the disease. 
 

LEGENDARY ACTOR DILIP KUMAR PASSED 

AWAY 

 
Legendary Bollywood 
actor Mohammed 
Yusuf Khan, known 
professionally as Dilip 

Kumar passed away at 
98.  
 
He was popularly 

known as the tragedy king of Bollywood. He was last 

seen in the 1998 film Qila. He was the first actor to win 
the Filmfare Award for Best Actor in 1954 and won it a 
total of 8 times. He and Shah Rukh Khan jointly hold 
the record for most Filmfare trophies. 

 
Dilip Kumar was born on 11 December 1922, the Qissa 

Khawani Bazaar area of Peshawar (present-day 
Pakistan) to Ayesha Begum and Lala Ghulam Sarwar 
Khan. 
 
He debuted in films with 1944’s Jwar Bhata, but the 
film and his work did not garner much attention. It was 
with 1947’s Jugnu, also starring Noor Jehan, that he 
clinched his first box office hit. 
 
In 1949, he starred in Andaz with Raj Kapoor and 
Nargis, and it was that film that made Dilip Kumar a big 
star. 
 
Dilip Kumar is listed in the Guinness World Records 
for winning the maximum number of awards by an 

Indian actor. He is also credited as the first method 
actor in India. He was honoured with the Dadasaheb 
Phalke Award in 1994 and Padma Vibhushan in 2015. 
 
 

NEW RECORD HIGH TEMPERATURE FOR 

ANTARCTICA 

 
The United Nations’ 
World Meteorological 

Organization recognized 
a new record high 
temperature for 
Antarctica.  
 
On February 6, 2020, the 
Esperanza station (the Argentine research station in 
Trinity Peninsula) experienced 18.3 degrees Celsius. 
 
According to the UN agency, the high temperatures in 
Antarctica are a result of a large high-pressure system 

creating “fohn conditions”, which are downslope 
winds creating significant surface warming.  
 
The previous record for high temperature was 17.5 
degrees Celsius, recorded on March 24, 2015, at the 
same station. 
 

THE STRUGGLE WITHIN: A MEMOIR OF THE 

EMERGENCY 

 
A book titled “The Struggle within: a Memoir of the 

Emergency” authored by Ashok Chakravarti. He is an 
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economist who has been providing policy advice to 
countries, mainly in the African region, for the past forty 
years.  
 

He is currently Senior 

Economic Advisor to the 
Government of 
Zimbabwe, based in 
Harare. 

 
The Book is Published By 
Harpercollins India. The 
Struggle Within: A 

Memoir of the Emergency book deals with one of 
independent India’s darkest hours during the 
emergency period.  
 
The Emergency (1975-1977) was one of independent 

India’s darkest hours. In that period, Over 150,000 
people were imprisoned without trial; as many as 
eleven million forcibly sterilized, and countless killed in 
police firings or otherwise eliminated. 
 

SAMVEDAN 2021: IIT MADRAS & SONY TO 

TEAM UP 

 
IIT Madras Pravartak 
Technologies Foundation 

(IITM-PTF) and Sony India 
Software Centre Pvt Ltd 
have joined hands to 
organise a national-level 
hackathon named 

‘SAMVEDAN 2021 – Sensing Solutions for Bharat’.  
 
With this hackathon, the foundation aims to inspire 
citizens to use IoT Sensor Board in order to solve India-
specific problems of societal interest. 
 
It is based on the Sony Semiconductor Solutions 

Corporation’s SPRESENSE™ Board, which participants 
can use for this challenge.  
 
A team with a maximum of three members can register 
for the grand challenge, which will be held in three 
stages. 
 
 
 
 

LIVERPOOL REMOVED FROM WORLD 

HERITAGE SITE LIST 

 
The UN’s cultural 

agency UNESCO has 
voted narrowly to 
remove Liverpool’s 
waterfront from its list 
of world heritage sites, 

citing concerns about overdevelopment, including plans 
for a new football stadium.  
 
At committee talks chaired by China, 13 delegates 
voted in favour of the proposal and five against, just one 
more than the two-thirds majority required to delete a 
site from the global list. 
 
Those against delisting Liverpool included Australia, 
whose own listing for the Great Barrier Reef is 
threatened in this year’s UNESCO deliberations.  

 
Others opposing included Brazil, Hungary and Nigeria, 
arguing any step should be deferred a year to give the 
UK and Liverpool authorities more time. 
 
UNESCO headquarters: Paris, France. 

UNESCO Head: Audrey Azoulay. 

UNESCO Founded: 16 November 1945. 
 
 

NOROVIRUS DETECTED IN UNITED KINGDOM 

(UK) 

 
The United Kingdom is now reporting an outbreak of 

norovirus. Public Health England (PHE) recently 
issued a warning 
regarding Norovirus.  
 
England has recorded 
154 cases of norovirus 
in the country. An 
increase in norovirus 
cases in educational 
settings has been 
reported.  
 
According to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), norovirus is very contagious that 
causes diarrhoea and vomiting. People suffering from 
norovirus disease can shed billions of virus particles. 
And to make people sick only a few of them is required. 
 
A person can contract this virus by coming in direct 

contact with an infected person. This virus can also be 
contracted by consuming contaminated water and food 
and also touching contaminated surfaces with one’s 
hands and then putting them in the mouth unwashed. 
 
Symptoms of norovirus are vomiting, diarrhoea, 

stomach pain and nausea. This virus can cause 
inflammation of the intestines or the stomach and it is 
termed acute gastroenteritis.  
 
Other symptoms of this virus are headache, fever and 
body aches. People generally develop the symptoms 
within 12 to 48 hours and they can last up to 1 to 3 

days. 
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MCQ BASED QUESTION 

JULY 2021 
Q.1 PM Modi has recently launched Japanese style Zen 

Garden in which city of India? 

A) Surat 

B) Guwahati 

C) Ahmedabad 

D) Pune 

 

Q.2 Name the Attorney General for India, who has been 

reappointed to the post for one year till June 2022? 

A) K K Venugopal 

B) Mukul Rohatgi 

C) Sharad Arvind Bobde 

D) Prashant Bhushan 

 

Q.3 Which state has launched the SALT programme to 

transform foundational learning in the state in next five 

years? 

A) Karnataka 

B) Tamil Nadu 

C) Kerala 

D) Andhra Pradesh 

 

Q.4 The joint military exercise Mustafa Kemal Ataturk 

2021, was held between which countries? 

A) Germany and Turkmenistan 

B) Russia and Kazakhstan 

C) Turkey and Azerbaijan 

D) Italy and Kyrgyzstan 

 

Q.5 When is the United Nations International Day of 

Parliamentarism commemorated? 

A) June 30 

B) June 27 

C) June 29 

D) June 28 

 

Q.6 The Mobile World Congress 2021 (MWC) has been 

organised in which city? 

A) Madrid 

B) London 

C) Lisbon 

D) Barcelona 

 

Q.7 Who is the author of the book “Policymaker’s 

Journal: From New Delhi to Washington D.C.”? 

A) Ranjan Ray 

B) Kaushik Basu 

C) Amartya Sen 

D) Tapan Mitra 

 

Q.8 Who has been appointed as the Head of Whatsapp 

Payments India business? 

A) Vishal Puruswami 

B) Mitu Singh 

C) Manesh Mahatme 

D) Harshit Malik 

 

Q.9 The International Asteroid Day is observed annually 

on______________ 

A) 28 June 

B) 30 June 

C) 29 June 

D) 27 June 

 

Q.10 What is the rank of India in Global Cybersecurity 

Index (GCI) 2020? 

A) 37 

B) 10 

C) 52 

D) 29 

 

Q.11 National Postal Worker Day is an annual event 

which takes place on__________ 

A) 29 June 

B) 30 June 

C) 01 July 

D) 28 June 

 

Q.12 Asia’s longest High Speed Track (HST), NATRAX, 

has been inaugurated in which city of India? 

A) Indore 

B) Pune 

C) Hyderabad 

D) Agra 

 

Q.13 Shri K.V. Sampath Kumar, the editor of world’s 

first Sanskrit Daily, has passed away. What is the name 

of the Sanskrit Daily? 

A) Rashi 

B) Sudharma 
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C) Brahman 

D) Purana 

View answer 

 

Q.14 Which day of the year is observed as the National 

Doctors’ Day? 

A) Fourth Wednesday of June 

B) 30 June 

C) First Thursday of July 

D) 01 July 

 

Q.15 Name the CEO of NITI Aayog, whose tenure has 

been extended by the Government for one year till June 

2022? 

A) Arvind Panagariya 

B) Rajiv Kumar 

C) Amitabh Kant 

D) Nripendra Misra 

 

Q.16 The ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2021 has been 

shifted to be held in UAE and Oman. Earlier the 

tournament was to be held in which country? 

A) India 

B) England 

C) Australia 

D) Rome 

 

Q.17 Anshula Rao is the first women cricketer to get 

four-year doping ban by the National Anti-Doping 

Agency. She is a domestic player, who played for the 

state of ________________ 

A) Gujarat 

B) Madhya Pradesh 

C) Bihar 

D) Kerala 

 

Q.18 Who has been appointed as the Chairman of Indian 

Federation of United Nations Associations (IFUNA)? 

A) Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia 

B) Justice Rajesh Bindal 

C) Justice Mohammad Rafiq 

D) Justice Shambhu Nath Srivastava 

 

Q.19 The Chartered Accountants’ Day is observed every 

year on which day? 

A) 29 June 

B) 30 June 

C) 01 July 

D) 02 July 

 

Q.20 Which country has topped the ITU Global 

Cybersecurity Index (GCI) 2020? 

A) United States 

B) United Kingdom 

C) France 

D) Germany 

 

Q.21 Axis Bank has inked multi-year deal with which 

company for digital transformation programme of the 

bank? 

A) Microsoft Azure 

B) Amazon Web Services 

C) Google Cloud 

D) IBM 

 

Q.22 The scheme titled NIPUN Bharat programme has 

been launched by which ministry? 

A) Ministry of Education 

B) Ministry of Commerce and Industry 

C) Ministry of Home Affairs 

D) Ministry of Agriculture 

 

Q.23 What is the full form of NIPUN in the NIPUN 

Bharat programme? 

A) National Initiative for Professional Understanding 

and Numeracy 

B) National Initiative for Project Understanding and 

Numeracy 

C) National Initiative for Proficiency in Reading with 

Understanding and Numeracy 

D) National Initiative for Periodic Research in Universal 

Educational Needs 

 

Q.24 The CoWin Global Conclave was recently 

organised by the government of which country? 

A) United Kingdom 

B) France 

C) UAE 

D) India 

 

Q.25 The International Film Festival of India (IFFI) 2021, 

is scheduled to be held in Goa in November 2021. The 

IFFI 2021 will be which edition of the annual event? 

A) 51 

B) 52 

C) 55 

D) 53 

 

Q.26 Which among the following projects has bagged 

the world’s most innovative ‘Investment Promotion 

Agency (IPA)’ 2021 award by OCO Global? 

A) Invest Lithuania 

B) Invest Abu Dhabi 

C) Invest India 

D) Invest Australia 
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Q.27 The Parliamentary Standing Committee on 

Education has sought help from which organisation for 

technical assistance to start satellite TV classrooms in 

India? 

A) DRDO 

B) NASA 

C) NPCI 

D) ISRO 

 

Q.28 Flipkart has partnered with which payment 

provider to launch contactless ‘Scan and Pay’ feature for 

pay-on-delivery orders? 

A) PhonePe 

B) Amazon Pay 

C) Freecharge 

D) MobiKwik 

 

Q.29 Who has been roped in as the new CEO of Amazon 

Inc. to replace Jeff Bezos? 

A) Andy Jassy 

B) Lauren Sánchez 

C) Adam Selipsky 

D) Dan Jewett 

 

Q.30 Government has recently extended the 

superannuation age of Life Insurance Corporation of 

India (LIC) Chairman.What is the revised age for the 

same? 

A) 65 

B) 70 

C) 62 

D) 60 

 

Q.31 Who is the author of the book “Lady Doctors: The 

Untold Stories of India’s First Women in Medicine”? 

A) Sudha Murthy 

B) Kavitha Rao 

C) Jhumpa Lahiri 

D) Medha Patkar 

 

Q.32 Name the winner of 2021 Austrian Grand Prix? 

A) Lewis Hamilton 

B) Max Verstappen 

C) Valtteri Bottas 

D) Charles Leclerc 

 

Q.33 Karsten Warholm has recently broke the world 

record in 400m hurdles by clocking 46.7 seconds, as 

against the previous record of 46.78 secs, 29 years back. 

The athlete Warholm is from which country? 

A) Canada 

B) United States 

C) Australia 

D) Norway 

 

Q.34 Which day of the year is observed as the World 

Zoonoses Day? 

A) July 06 

B) First Monday of July 

C) July 05 

D) First Tuesday of July 

 

Q.35 The administrative government of which state has 

recently ended the 149 year old practice called ‘Darbar 

Move’? 

A) Assam 

B) Himachal Pradesh 

C) Jammu & Kashmir 

D) Rajasthan 

 

Q.36 India’s first Maritime Arbitration Centre is being 

set up in which city of the country? 

A) Pune 

B) Bengaluru 

C) Chennai 

D) Gandhinagar 

 

Q.37 The Ministry of Defence has unveiled a new 

system for automated sanction and disbursement of 

defence pension. What is the name given to that system? 

A) MITRA 

B) ROSHINI 

C) SPARSH 

D) PRAYAS 

 

Q.38 Name the new Union Cabinet Minister of Health 

and Family Welfare to replace Dr. Harsh Vardhan in 

cabinet reshuffle 

A) Mahendra Nath Pandey 

B) Mansukh Mandaviya 

C) G Kishan Reddy 

D) Narayan Tatu Rane 

 

Q.39 Indian politician Virbhadra Singh, who has passed 

away, was the former Chief Minister of which state? 

A) Himachal Pradesh 

B) Gujarat 

C) Haryana 

D) Bihar 

  

Q.40 The Indian Railways has set up India’s first 

movable freshwater tunnel aquarium ‘Aquatic 

Kingdom’ in which city? 

A) Himachal Pradesh 

B) Kerala 

C) Bengaluru 
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D) Gujarat 

 

Q.41 Amazon Inc has launched its first Digital Kendra in 

India in which city? 

A) Hyderabad 

B) Agra 

C) New Delhi 

D) Surat 

 

Q.42 The tallest sandcastle of the world has recently 

been inaugurated in which country? 

A) Russia 

B) Denmark 

C) Italy 

D) France 

 

Q.43 Legendary Indian player Keshav Datt, who won 

two Olympic gold, has passed away. He was a veteran 

player of which sports? 

A) Hockey 

B) Football 

C) Badminton 

D) Wrestling 

 

Q.44 Parshottam Rupala has been appointed as the 

Union Cabinet Minister in which ministry? 

A) Ministry of Law and Justice 

B) Ministry of Heavy Industries 

C) Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region 

D) Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and 

Dairying 

 

Q.45 Who has been sworn in as the new Minister of 

Food Processing Industries? 

A) Gajendra Singh Shekhawat 

B) Ashwini Vaishnaw 

C) Pashu Pati Kumar Paras 

D) Bhupender Yadav 

 

Q.46 Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently held a 

virtual Summit with Sanna Marin, to discuss bilateral 

issues. Ms. Marin is the Prime Minister of which 

country? 

A) Finland 

B) Singapore 

C) Germany 

D) Ireland 

 

Q.47 As per the 2020 IQAir World Air Quality Report, 

which city has been adjudged as the most polluted 

capital city in the world? 

A) Beijing 

B) Kathmandu 

C) Dhaka 

D) New Delhi 

 

Q.48 Lou Ottens, the inventor of the audio cassette tape 

has passed away. He was from which country? 

A) Ireland 

B) Finland 

C) Netherlands 

D) Sweden 

 

Q.49 Sports Minister Shri Kiren Rijiju and the President 

of Inter Parliamentary Union, (IPU) held a meeting on 

March 16, to discuss various issues, especially in the 

field of Youth Affairs and Sports. Who is the President 

of IPU? 

A) Harry Dexter White 

B) Duarte Pacheco 

C) Heinrich von Stephan 

D) Tatiana Valovaya  

 

Q. 50 What is the deadline set by the RBI for all bank 

branches to implement the image-based Cheque 

Truncation System (CTS)? 

A) September 30, 2021 

B) March 31, 2021 

C) April 30, 2021 

D) August 31, 2021 

 

Q.51 Government has formed an experts advisory 

committee for the overall execution and monitoring of 

the Startup India Seed Fund Scheme. Who is the head of 

the committee? 

A) M.G.K Menon 

B) S. Ramachandran 

C) H K Mittal  

D) A.J. Kidwai 

 

Q.52 Cricket players Mohammad Naveed and Shaiman 

Anwar Butt have been banned from all cricket by ICC 

for 8 years for being involved in match fixing. They play 

for which country? 

A) Afghanistan 

B) Pakistan 

C) Bangladesh 

D) UAE 

 

Q.53 Moudud Ahmed, who has passed away recently, 

was the former Prime Minister of which country? 

A) Pakistan 

B) Bangladesh 

C) Afghanistan 

D) Israel 
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Q. 54 The Indian Army has recently decommissioned M-

46 Catapult Guns and Tampella Mortars, two of the 

longest serving artillery gun systems from service. The 

caliber of M-46 Catapult Guns and Tampella Mortars 

were_______and ________respectively. 

A) 190mm and 190mm 

B) 120mm and 150mm 

C) 100mm and 110mm 

D) 130mm and 160mm 

 

Q. 55 S Dhanalakshmi has won the women’s 100m 

sprint gold in the 2021 Federation Cup Senior National 

Athletics Championships in Patiala. She beat which 

player to win the title? 

A) Tintu Luka 

B) Hima Das 

C) Dutee Chand 

D) Manjeet Kaur 

 

Q.56 Former Union Minister and BJP leader Dilip 

Gandhi has passed away. He was 3 time Lok Sabha MP 

from which constituency? 

A) Ahmednagar 

B) Pipili 

C) Chandni Chowk 

D) Tirupati 

 

Q.57 Name the Principal Advisor to the Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi, who has resigned from the post 

recently? 

A) Rajiv Gauba 

B) Nripendra Misra 

C) Rajiv Mehrishi 

D) Pradeep Kumar Sinha 

 

Q.58 Which is the most polluted city in the world, 

according to the IQAir 2020 World Air Quality Report? 

A) New York 

B) New Delhi 

C) Xinjiang 

D) Dhaka 

 

Q.59 What amount has been allocated to the newly 

launched Startup India Seed Fund Scheme (SISFS)? 

A) Rs 1050 crore 

B) Rs 945 crore 

C) Rs 750 crore 

D) Rs 815 crore 

 

Q.60 What is the total validity period in years of the 

Startup India Seed Fund Scheme (SISFS)? 

A) 4 years 

B) 5 years 

C) 3 years 

D) 7 years 

 

Q.61 The National level hackathon ‘SAMVEDAN 2021 – 

Sensing Solutions for Bharat’,has been launched by 

which institute in collaboration with the Sony India? 

A) IIT Delhi 

B) IIT Madras 

C) IIT Kanpur 

D) IIT Hyderabad 

Q.62 Which team has won the UEFA Euro 2020? 

A) England 

B) France 

C) Italy 

D) Spain 

 

Q.63 The Indian Navy has received the 10th anti-

submarine warfare aircraft P-8I out of the total 12 such 

aircrafts. With which country had India signed the deal 

to procure the same? 

A) France 

B) Israel 

C) Russia 

D) United States 

 

Q.64 Which country has inked USD 1.3 billion deal with 

India, for development of 679-megawatt Lower Arun 

Hydropower project with Indian assistance? 

A) Bhutan 

B) Nepal 

C) Maldives 

D) Bangladesh 

 

Q.65 Veteran former Indian player Yashpal Sharma,has 

passed away at the age of 66. He represented India in 

which event?  

A) Football 

B) Hockey 

C) Cricket 

D) Wrestling 

 

Q.66 The National Research Centre on Yak (NRCY) has 

tied up with which insurance company for India’s first 

ever Insurance Policy for the Himalayan Yaks? 

A) National Insurance Company Ltd. 

B) United India Insurance Company Ltd. 

C) Life Insurance Corporation of India 

D)  Oriental Insurance Company Ltd. 

 

Q.67 Who is the author of the book “The Struggle 

Within: A Memoir of the Emergency” ? 

A) Sundeep Misra 

B) Jairam Ramesh 
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C) Krishna Saksena 

D) Ashok Chakravarti 

 

Q.68 Name the winner of the Golden Boot Award at the 

UEFA Euro 2020 

A) Cristiano Ronaldo 

B) Patrik Schick 

C) Gianluigi Donnarumma 

D) Leonardo Bonucci 

 

Q.69 Legendary player Paul Orndorff, famous as Mr. 

Wonderful, has passed away. He was a veteran 

_________ 

A) Football Player 

B) Wrestler 

C) Sprinter 

D) Horse Rider 

 

Q.70 The National Research Centre on Yak (NRCY) is 

located in which of the following places? 

A) Dehradun 

B) Ladakh 

C) Arunachal Pradesh 

D) Shimla 

 

Q.71 G V Ramakrishna, who has passed away recently 

was the former Chief of which organisation? 

A) SEBI 

B) RBI 

C) NABARD 

D) IRDAI 

 

Q.72 The Ministry of Sports has decided to extend the 

Khelo India scheme for a further period of 5 years, till 

2025-26. How much amount has been allocated to the 

scheme for the same period? 

A) Rs. 6650 crore 

B) Rs. 7550 crore 

C) Rs. 8750 crore 

D) Rs. 5850 crore 

 

Q.73 What is the theme of the World Water Day 2021? 

A) Water and Climate Change 

B) Leaving no one behind 

C) Ocean & Climate 

D) Valuing Water 

 

Q.74 The Indian Navy recently conducted the Passage 

Exercise (PASSEX) with which country in Persian Gulf 

under Operation Sankalp? 

A) Bahrain 

B) Iran 

C) Qatar 

D) United Arab Emirates 

 

Q.75 Who has been conferred with the Gandhi Peace 

Prize for the years 2019? 

A) Ekal Abhiyan Trust 

B) Qaboos bin Said Al Said  

C) Desmond Tutu 

D) Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan 

 

Q.76 Who has been appointed as the Chief Executive 

Officer (CEO) of the Reserve Bank Innovation Hub 

(RBIH)? 

A) Mridul Saggar 

B) Jayant Kumar Dash 

C) Sudha Balakrishnan 

D) Rajesh Bansal 

 

Q.77 The World Turtle Day is observed on which day? 

A) May 23 

B) May 22 

C) May 21 

D) May 20 

 

Q.78 Who is the author of the book “India and Asian 

Geopolitics: The Past, Present”? 

A) M. K. Narayanan 

B) Shivshankar Menon 

C) Nirupama Rao 

D) Ajit Doval 

 

Q.79 Himanta Biswa Sarma has recently been elected as 

the Member of Council of which world sports 

federation? 

A) Badminton World Federation 

B) FIFA 

C) United World Wrestling 

D) World Athletics 

 

Q.80 Which day of the year is celebrated as the World 

Thyroid Day? 

A) Last Tuesday of May 

B) May 22 

C) May 25 

D) Last Monday of May 

 

Q.81 As per the WWF-UNEP report titled, ‘A Future for 

All – A need for Human-Wildlife Coexistence’, what 

percent of tiger ranges in India are reported to be 

outside protected areas? 

A) 35% 

B) 40% 

C) 22% 

D) 51% 



SM PRAVAHINI MONTHLY COMPENDIUM - JULY 2021      WWW.SUCCESSMANTRA.IN 2021 

 
Q.82 Google Cloud has launched its second Cloud 

Region in India in which place? 

A) Ahmedabad 

B) Chennai 

C) Hyderabad 

D) Delhi NCR 

 

Q.83 The International Chess Day is marked every year 

on which day? 

A) 17 July 

B) 19 July 

C) 20 July 

D) 16 July 

 

Q.84 What is the new official name given to the High 

Court of the UT of J&K and Ladakh? 

A) High Court of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh 

B) High Court of UT of Ladakh and UT of Jammu & 

Kashmir 

C) Common High Court of UT of Jammu and Kashmir 

and UT of Ladakh 

D) Universal High Court for UT of Ladakh and UT of 

Jammu & Kashmir 

 

Q.85 Which film has won the Palme d’Or award at the 

2021 Cannes Film Festival? 

A) A Hero 

B) Titane 

C) Nitram 

D) All the Crows in The World 

  

Q.86 The Artificial Intelligence-based algorithm to 

identify cancer-causing alterations in cells, have recently 

been developed by which institute? 

A) IIT Kanpur 

B) IIT Delhi 

C) IIT Madras 

D) IIT Hyderabad 

 

Q.87 Two Indian organisations have bagged the Equator 

Prize 2021. The biennial award is presented by which 

organisation? 

A) UNDP 

B) WWF 

C) WHO 

D) UNEP 

 

Q.88 Which among these countries have agreed to set up 

a new quadrilateral diplomatic platform? 

A) Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka and United States 

B) Finland, Germany, Sweden and United States 

C) Turkey, Israel, Russia and United States 

D) United States, Afghanistan, Pakistan and Uzbekistan 

Q.89 Who has been chosen for the Olympic Laurel to be 

presented at the Tokyo Olympic Games 2021? 

A) Willie Nelson 

B) Lionel Messi 

C) Muhammad Yunus 

D) Abhijit Banerjee 

Q.90 Who is the author of the book titled ‘The India 

Story’? 

A) C. Rangarajan 

B) Bimal Jalan 

C) Urjit Patel 

D) Raghuram Rajan 

 

Q.91 Name the winner of the British Grand Prix 2021? 

A) Lewis Hamilton 

D) Sebastian Vettel 

B) Max Verstappen 

C) Charles Leclerc 

 

Q.92 On which day of the year is Science Exploration 

Day observed? 

A) 17 July 

B) 18 July 

C) 20 July 

D) 19 July 

 

Q.93 What was the rank of India in terms of top global 

agricultural exporters in the world in 2019, as per the 

report by World Trade Organisation (WTO)? 

A) 12th 

B) 9th 

C) 6th 

D) 10th 

 

Q.94 The Rudreswara Temple has been inscribed as the 

UNESCO’s World Heritage site from India in 2021. With 

this, how many World Heritage sites are there in the 

country now? 

A) 51 

B) 42 

C) 39 

D) 28 

 

Q.95 The Europa Clipper mission is the Earth’s first 

mission investigations of Jupiter’s moon named Europa. 

The mission is being undertaken by which space 

agency? 

A) The USA 

B) China 

C) Japan 

D) France 
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Q.96 The CRPF observes its Raising Day every year on 

27 July. In 2021, the force will be observing its _______ 

Raising Day 

A) 92 

B) 83 

C) 75 

D) 89 

Q.97 Yang Qian of China is the first participant to win 

the first gold medal of Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games. She 

won the medal in which game? 

A) Shooting 

B) Weightlifting 

C) Badminton 

D) Tennis 

 

Q.98 The International Day for the Conservation of the 

Mangrove Ecosystem is an international celebration 

taking place every year on_________ 

A) 24 July 

B) 25 July 

C) 26 July 

D) 27 July 

 

Q.99 Which country has become the first in the world to 

get approval for the commercial production of 

genetically modified golden rice? 

A) Finland 

B) Philippines 

C) The Netherlands 

D) Chile 

 

Q.100 The historic Paseo del Prado boulevard and Retiro 

Park are among the newly inducted UNESCO World 

Heritage Sites for 2021. They are located in which city? 

A) Paris 

B) Madrid 

C) Rome 

D) Berlin 
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