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PREFACE 
It gives us great pleasure to release the first edition of the PRAVAHINI  (Monthly e-

Compendium & Weekly e-Periodicals of Current Affairs). The magazine‟s members have shown 

considerable cooperation as well as devotion. We at www.successmantra.in work tirelessly to 

create this magazine and bring it to you with a great sense of gratitude. 

The PRAVAHINI May-2021 eBook covers the current events that happened in the month of May. 

Current Affairs is a crucial component of any competitive exams including CLAT, AILET, DU-

LLB, HM, CAT, IAS, PCS, SSC, Banking, MBA and various other competitive examinations. 

Current Affairs play the bigger role in many competitive and government exams. It holds the 

power of making or breaking your chance of success. Therefore, the candidates should cover the 

Current Affairs thoroughly and smartly. 

The PRAVAHINI May-2021 eBook is divided into different sections keeping in mind the need of 

various exams. The sections covered namely International, National, Economy, Ecology and 

Environment, Science & Technology, Legal Affairs, Sports, States News Makers and few others. 

We would also be pleased to receive any suggestion that could assist us with the upcoming 

editions. 

 Success mantra (GTB Nagar, Delhi) 

Website: www.successmantra.in 

Mail Id: info@successmantra.in 
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AWARDS & HONOR
NATIONAL PANCHAYAT AWARDS CONFERRED BY PM 

MODI 

 
The National Panchayat 
Awards 2021 was 
conferred by PM Modi. 
Prime Minister will transfer 
the award money (as 
Grants-in-Aid) through the 
click of a button, ranging 
from Rs.5 lakh to Rs.50 

lakh.  
 
The amount will be directly transferred to the bank 
account of the Panchayats concerned in real-time. This is 
being done for the first time. 
 
The National Panchayat Awards 2021 are being 
conferred under the following categories: 

 
Deen Dayal Upadhyay Panchayat Sashaktikaran 
Puraskar to 224 panchayats, 
Nanaji Deshmukh Rashtriya Gaurav Gram Sabha 
Puraskar to 30-gram panchayats, Gram 
Panchayat Development Plan Award to 29-gram 
panchayats, Child-friendly Gram 
Panchayat Award to 30 Gram Panchayats and e-
Panchayat Puraskar to 12 states. 
 

UNESCO WORLD PRESS FREEDOM PRIZE 2021 

 
Maria Ressa has been 
named as the 2021 
laureate of the 

UNESCO/Guillermo 
Cano World Press 
Freedom Prize.  
 

The $25,000 prize “recognizes outstanding 
contributions to the defence or promotion of press 

freedom especially in the face of danger,‖ according to 
UNESCO. The prize was named after Guillermo Cano 
Isaza, the Colombian journalist. 
 
UNESCO cited Ressa‘s more than a 3-decade career as 
a journalist, including her work as CNN‟s lead 
investigative reporter for Asia and as news chief of 
Philippine broadcast giant ABS-CBN.  
 
Recently, her citation added, Ressa ―has been the target 

of online attacks and judicial processes‖ for her 
investigative work and her position as CEO of Rappler. 
 
 
 

1ST INDIAN TO WIN ARAB WORLD NOBEL PRIZE 

 
Mumbai born, Dr 

Tahera Qutbuddin, a 
professor of Arabic 
Literature at the 
University of Chicago, 
recently became the 
first person of Indian-
origin to win the 15th 
Sheikh Zayed Book 
Award.  
 
The award is considered to be the Nobel Prize of the 

Arab world. She won the award for her latest book, 
―Arabic Oration – Art and Function‖ published by Brill 
Academic Publishers of Leiden in 2019. 
 
In the book, she puts forth a comprehensive theory of 
Arabic literature in its foundational oral period dating 

the seventh and eighth centuries AD. She discusses its 
influence on modern-day sermons and lectures as well. 
 

SANKAR GHOSH ELECTED TO NATIONAL ACADEMY OF 

SCIENCE 

 
Sankar Ghosh, an 
award-winning 
Indian-origin 

immunologist, has 
been elected to the 
prestigious National 
Academy of Sciences 
in recognition of his 
“distinguished and 
continuing achievements in original research. He was 
among the 120 newly elected members announced by 
the Academy.  
 
Sankar Ghosh is the Silverstein and Hutt Family 

Professor of Microbiology and Chair of the 
Department of Microbiology & Immunology at the 
Vagelos College of Physicians and Surgeons at 
Columbia University. 
 
He is also a fellow of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science. He has a deep interest in 
deciphering the complexities of transcriptional 
regulation — the ways by which a cell regulates the 

conversion of DNA to RNA to better understand the 
mechanisms of the immune system and the pathological 
changes that occur to its pathways in many diseases. 
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IREDA CONFERRED 'GREEN URJA AWARD' 

 
Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Ltd 
(IREDA) has been conferred with the ―Green Urja 

Award‖ for being the Leading Public Institution in the 
Financing Institution for Renewable Energy this year by 
the Indian Chamber of Commerce (ICC).  

 
IREDA gets the 
award for the 
pivotal and 
developmental role 
it plays in Green 
Energy Financing.  
 

Despite the 
pandemic time, IREDA has ended the year 2020-21 
ended on a strong note and disbursed the second-

highest (from the date of inception) amount of loan 
amounting to Rs. 8827 crore, which indicates that 
IREDA has the ability to translate this problem into an 
opportunity. 
 
The award recognises our immense contribution to the 
development of the Renewable Energy Sector in line 
with the Hon‟ble Prime Minister‟s vision of Atma 
Nirbhar Bharat. 
 
IREDA Headquarters location: New Delhi 

IREDA Founded: 11 March 1987. 
 

NAGALAND'S NUKLU PHOM WON WHITLEY AWARDS 

2021 

 
An environmentalist 
from Nagaland‘s 
remote Longleng 
district, Nuku Phom 
has won this year‟s 
Whitley Awards 2021, 
also known as the 
Green Oscar.  

 
Nuku Phom‘s name, along with that of five others, was 
announced recently in a virtual award ceremony 
organized by the UK-based Whitley Fund for Nature 

(WFN). Nuku and his team want to offer alternatives 
that engage communities in conservation using the 
Amur falcon as a flagship. 
 
The award recognises Phom‟s efforts at establishing a 
new biodiversity peace corridor changing the fate of 
Amur Falcons, which come to roost in Nagaland each 
year, from being hunted by locals.  
 
Worth £40,000, the award is for creating a new network 
of community-owned forests to protect Amur Falcons 
and increase biodiversity in Nagaland. 
 

JANE GOODALL WON TEMPLETON PRIZE 2021 

 
The naturalist Jane 
Goodall has been 
announced as the 
2021 winner of the 
Templeton Prize 
in recognition of 
her life‟s work on 
animal 
intelligence and 
humanity.  
 

Goodall built her global reputation on her 
groundbreaking studies of chimpanzees in Tanzania in 
the 1960s. 
 
The Templeton Prize is an annual award granted to a 
living person, in the estimation of the judges, “whose 
exemplary achievements advance Sir John Templeton‟s 
philanthropic vision: harnessing the power of the 
sciences to explore the deepest questions of the universe 
and humankind‟s place and purpose within it.” 
 
About Templeton Prize 
 
Instituted: 1973 

Presented by: John Templeton Foundation 

Reward(s): £1.1 million 

Currently held by: Francis Collins 

Awarded for: Outstanding contributions in affirming 
life‘s spiritual dimension, whether through insight, 
discovery, or practical works. 
 

SPICEHEALTH WINS GOLD STEVIE AWARD 2020 

 
SpiceHealth, a healthcare company founded by the 
promoters of SpiceJet, has won the Gold Award at the 
2021 Asia-Pacific Stevie Awards for ‗Most Valuable 
Medical Innovation‘ under Covid19.  

 
At a time when Covid-19 was at an all-time excessive in 
India in November 2020, SpiceHealth, beneath the 
management of Avani Singh, disrupted the Real-Time 

Polymerase Chain Reaction (RT-PCR) testing house by 
providing checks in cell laboratories at ₹499, versus the 
then-present rate of ₹2,400 in Delhi and helped convey 
down Covid-19 testing price dramatically throughout 
the nation. 
 
About the Asia-Pacific Stevie Awards: The Asia-Pacific 

Stevie Awards are the one business awards program to 
recognise innovation within the workplace in all 29 
nations of the Asia-Pacific area.  
 
The Stevie Awards are broadly thought about to be the 
world‟s premier business awards, conferring 
recognition for achievement in applications akin to The 
International Business Awards for 19 years. 
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1ST INDIAN TO WIN RUDOLF V SCHINDLER AWARD 

 
Padma Bhushan 
awardee and noted 
gastroenterologist Dr D 

Nageshwar Reddy, who 
is also the chairman of 
AIG Hospitals, has won 
the Rudolf V Schindler 

Award from the 
American Society of Gastrointestinal Endoscopy 
(ASGE).  
 

Rudolf V Schindler Award is the highest category in 
the prestigious Crystal Awards named after Dr 
Schindler who is considered as “the father of 
gastroscopy.‖ 

 
With this, Dr Reddy becomes the first Indian medical 

practitioner to win this award. Dr Reddy is one of the 
first to promote endoscopy in India and has led the 
charge of educating numerous endoscopists all over the 
world. 
 

BHARAT RATNA CNR RAO HONOURED WITH INT. ENI 

AWARD 

 
Noted Indian scientist 
and Bharat Ratna 
Professor, C.N.R. Rao 
has been felicitated with 
the International Eni 

Award 2020 (also called 
the Energy Frontier 
award).  

 
The International Eni Award is considered to be the 
Nobel Prize in Energy Research. He has been conferred 
the prize for his work on metal oxides, carbon 
nanotubes and other materials and two-dimensional 
systems. 
 
Professor Rao will be presented the Eni Awards 2020 on 
14 October 2021, during an official ceremony held at the 
Quirinal Palace in Rome.  
 
The Eni Award is awarded annually by the Italian oil 

and gas company Eni to encourage better use of energy 
sources and increased environmental research. 
 

AMARTYA SEN CONFERRED WITH SPAIN'S TOP 

AWARD 

 
Indian economist and Nobel Laureate, Amartya Kumar 
Sen has been conferred with the „ 2021 Princess of 

Asturias Award‘ by Spain in the social sciences 
category.  

Princess of Asturias 
Awards is annual prizes 
awarded by the Princess 
of Asturias Foundation 
in Spain to individuals, 
entities or organizations 
from around the world 
who make notable 
achievements in the 
sciences, humanities, and public affairs. 
 
The 87-year-old Sen was selected from 41 candidates of 

20 nationalities for “His research on famines and his 

theory of human development, welfare economics and 
the underlying mechanisms of poverty have contributed 
to the fight against injustice, inequality, disease and 
ignorance”.  
 
The award comprises a cash prize of 50,000 Euros along 
with a Joan Miro sculpture representing and 
symbolising the award, a diploma and insignia. 
 

INDIAN PEACEKEEPERS TO BE HONOURED WITH UN's 

MEDAL 

 
Corporal Yuvraj Singh, civilian peacekeeper Ivan 
Michael Picardo, and Moolchand Yadav are among 
those to be honoured with the UN‟s prestigious medal.  
 
Corporal Yuvraj Singh was serving at the United 
Nations Mission in 
South Sudan 
(UNMISS) while 
civilian peacekeeper 
Ivan Michael 
Picardo was 
associated with 
UNAMISS as a civil 
peacekeeper.  
 
Moolchand Yadav was associated with the United 
Nations Assistance Mission in Iraq (UNAMI). 

 
Three Indian peacekeepers, who laid down their lives 
while serving in United Nations (UN) peacekeeping 

missions last year, are among 129 military, police and 
civilian personnel honoured with a prestigious UN 
medal awarded posthumously for courage and sacrifice 
in the line of duty. 
 
India is the fifth-largest contributor of uniformed 
personnel to UN peacekeeping with more than 5,500 
military and police serving in peace operations in 
Abyei, Cyprus, Congo, Lebanon, the Middle East, 
Somalia, South Sudan and Western Sahara, according 
to the UN. 
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